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Harbor  of  Muscat  in  the  1830s.  On  October  1 ,  1835  Edmund  Roberts ,  on  behalf  of  President  Andrew  Jackson ,  presented  the  first  1804  dollar  to  the  Sultan. 


A  fascinating  and  remarkable  new 
work  by  Q.  David  Bowers  is  go¬ 
ing  to  the  printer  in  August  and 
will  be  available  this  autumn.  It  is  antici¬ 
pated  to  be  in  the  range  of  400  pages  in 
length,  large  8V4  by  11"  page  size,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 

Now  you  can  be  among  the  first  to 
order  your  copy  or... by  special  arrange¬ 
ment... receive  a  personally  autographed, 
author’s  original  manuscript  copy  (see 
details  below). 

Ever  since  numismatics  became  a 
popular  hobby  in  America — the 
silver  dollar  dated  1804  has  been 
the  most  storied,  most  publicized,  most 
acclaimed  rare  coin  variety  ever  minted  by 
the  United  States.  Perhaps  more  than  any 
other  rare  United  States  coin,  the  1804 
dollar  has  been  surrounded  by  mystery, 
legend,  and  intrigue.  To  these  aspects  can 
be  added  adventure,  for  the  delivery  of 
the  first  1804  dollars,  and  the  circum¬ 
stances  leading  to  the  occasion,  include 
tales  of  piracy,  shipwreck,  and  more — ad¬ 
venture  on  the  high  seas.  And  to  add  fur¬ 
ther  interest,  Edmund  Roberts,  the 
American  diplomatic  “special  agent”  who 
personally  delivered  the  first  two  1804- 
dated  dollars  on  behalf  of  President  An¬ 
drew  Jackson,  hailed  from  Portsmouth, 
scarcely  50  miles  distant  from  our  offices 
in  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire.  The  very 
first  1804  dollar,  presented  by  Roberts  to 
the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  will  be  auctioned 
by  us  in  August  as  part  of  the  Childs  Col¬ 
lection. 

Now,  Q.  David  Bowers  has  brought 
together  in  one  400+  page  volume,  the 
remarkable  history  of  the  1804  dollar,  the 
romantic  adventure  behind  the  presenta¬ 
tion  sets  made  for  the  King  of  Siam  and 
the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  the  behind  the 
scenes  stories,  controversies  of  the  making 
of  these  pieces,  and  much,  much  more! 

A  special  section  will  give  the  biogra¬ 
phies  of  well  over  125  dealers,  collectors, 
and  authors  who  have  handled  or  studied 
1804  dollars  over  the  years.  Included  will 
be  page  after  page  of  fascinating  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  such  people  as  Mehl, 
Haseltine,  Granberg,  Brand,  Green,  Elias- 
berg,  Stickney,  and  more — a  biographical 
“treasure”  in  its  own  right. 

Another  section  will  describe  transac¬ 
tion  by  transaction  the  pedigree  history  of 
each  of  the  15  known  1804-dated  dollars, 


including  much  information  never  before- 
available  in  a  single  volume. 

Moreover,  the  volume  is  written  in 
Dave’s  highly  readable  style.  Once  you 
pick  up  the  book,  get  set  for  many  hours 
of  enjoyable  reading! 

Order  Information 

To  order,  choose  one  or  both  of  the 
following  options  and  call  Mary  or 
Donna  at  1-800-222-5993  with  your 
credit  card  handy. 

Pre-publication  Offer  -  This  fully  il¬ 
lustrated,  8V2  by  11"  deluxe  hardbound 
will  list  for  $69.95.  Right  now  you  can 
order  your  copy  for  just  $49.95  plus  $5 
postage.  Delivery  anticipated  late  fall. 

Special  Author’s  Manuscript  -  For 
those  who  can’t  wait  until  autumn,  this 
special  offer  will  bring  a  copy  of  the 
author’s  personal  working  manuscript  to 
your  door  within  seven  business  days!  Our 
intention  is  twofold:  1)  To  provide  a 
wealth  of  information  concerning  the 
1804  dollar  in  general  and  the  Childs  Col- 


Recently,  we  sent  out  some  manuscript 
excerpts  of  Dave’s  new  book.  Here  is  what 
leaders  in  the  rare  coin  field  have  to  say  about 
the  forthcoming  400+  page  volume: 

“How  does  he  do  it?  Once  again  Dave 
Bowers’  original  research  sheds  new  light  on  an 
old  topic.  He  builds  upon  the  work  of  Eric  P. 
Newman  and  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  to  further 
draw  back  the  veil  of  mystery  that  surrounded 
the  striking  of  the  1804  dollar.  It  is  a  tale  of 
drama  and  intrigue .  A  new  generation  of  collec¬ 
tors  will  find  this  as  exciting  a  story  as  any  that 
numismatics  has  to  offer.  Bowers  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  a  masterful  narrative  that  relates 
the  historical  facts.” 

— David  Harper,  Editor,  Numismatic  News 

“Dave  Bowers  invites  you  to  time  travel 
the  19th  century  via  new  research — ship’s  logs, 
letters,  and  contemporary  newspaper  ac¬ 
counts —  as  he  flushes  out  the  fascinating  de¬ 
tails  that  reveal  why  the  dollars  of  1804  were 
made  and  for  whom.  The  cast  of  characters 
leaps  from  the  pedigree  charts,  becoming  real 
people  center  stage  in  a  drama  of  high  adven¬ 
ture  that  has  no  equal  in  numismatics.” 

— Beth  Deisher,  Editor,  Coin  World 

“It’s  only  natural — and  absolutely  per- 


lection  specimen  in  particular;  and,  2) 
Io  provide  a  “collectible,”  as  generally 
copies  of  manuscripts  of  numismatic 
works  are  seldom  encountered.  These 
limited  edition  copies  will  be  of  Dave’s 
actual  working  manuscript,  with  in¬ 
structions  to  the  Graphics  Department 
and  other  inserted  items,  together  with 
the  complete  (to  date)  text  and  notes. 
The  manuscript  will  be  spiral  bound 
with  no  photographs.  If  you  desire  and 
if  you  make  the  request,  Dave  will  per¬ 
sonally  autograph  a  copy  to  you!  Each 
manuscript  will  potentially  be  unique 
or  a  very  small  edition  as  the  research  is 
being  updated  and  edited  weekly  by 
the  author.  A  true  work  in  progress! 
List  price  $100. 

The  Childs  specimen  of  the  1804 
dollar  will  cross  the  block  as  part  of 
The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection,  Au¬ 
gust  29-30,  1999  in  New  York  City. 
See  our  feature  article  inside  this  Rare 
Coin  Review. 


feet — that  numismatist,  auctioneer,  and  au¬ 
thor  extraordinaire  Q.  David  Bowers  now 
bring  his  formidable  research  and  writing 
talent  to  bear  on  that  most  fascinating  and 
convoluted  of  stories  in  all  of  numismatics: 
the  tale  of  the  1 804  dollar.  What’s  more,  he 
introduces  us  to  the  special  agent  who  hand  - 
carried  the  first  two  examples  of  the  coin  to 
a  sultan  and  a  king  half  a  world  away.  By 
going  straight  for  the  people  behind  the 
coins,  Bowers  has  found  the  ideal  way  to 
bring  numismatics  home  to  each  and  every 
one  of  us.” 

— Kari  Stone,  Managing  Editor,  COINage 

“Leave  it  to  Dave  Bowers  to  write 
a  whole  book  on  one  coin.  The  master 
has  created  another  masterpiece.” 
—David  Hall,  PCGS 

“Dave  Bowers  has  done  it  again.  Just 
when  you  think  that  he  couldn’t  possibly 
top  his  last  book,  he  puts  forth  a  highly 
readable,  always  enjoyable,  well-researched 
book  that  makes  history  come  alive,  and 
flips  modern  numismatic  research  on  it’s 
tail.  Bravo  to  Dave  Bowers  who  clearly  has 
bragging  rights  to  be  best  writer,  and  most 
prolific,  of  our  generation!” 

— David  Ganz,  Author-,  Past  President  ANA 


What  “They  Are  Saying” 

about  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  A  Romantic  Adventure: 
Edmund  Roberts  and  the  Famous  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804! 
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From  Dave's  Desk 


Welcome  to  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view.  This  is  one  of  the  most  value-filled  is¬ 
sues  we  have  ever  produced.  Recently,  while 
helping  to  conduct  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Col¬ 
lection  Sale,  Part  1,  I  was  approached  by  a 
long-time  acquaintance  who  had  something 
very  special  to  show  me.  1  went  with  him 
into  a  corner  of  our  lot-viewing  area,  and  in 
due  course  beheld  a  dazzling  type  set  of 
United  States  coins.  After  our  due  dili¬ 
gence-inspecting  the  coins  carefully  — I 
said,  "Yes.  I'll  buy  it!”  You'll  find  these  and 
many  other  worthwhile  coins  in  the  pages  to 
follow. 

QUALITY  is  forever.  Buv  a  quality  coin 
to  begin  with,  and  you'll  enjoy  it  every  time 
you  inspect  your  collection.  If  you  are  an 
old-timer  with  us,  you  know  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  quality  and  value  we  deliver.  If  this  is 
your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  I  in¬ 
vite  you  to  order  with  the  knowledge  that  if 
for  any  reason  whatsoever,  you  are  not  100% 
delighted  with  any  coin,  book,  or  other  item, 
you  can  return  it  for  an  instant  refund,  per 
our  guarantee.  For  many  years  — since  1953, 
in  fact  — we  have  been  delivering  quality 
coins  to  "particular"  and  "fussy"  buyers. 
Quality:  there  is  a  difference  at  Bowers  and 
Merena! 

Gold  coins  have  been  getting  a  large 
numismatic  "play"  lately,  due  to  the  low¬ 
ered  price  of  gold  bullion.  This  makes  many 
of  the  commoner  issues  more  affordable 
than  they  have  been  in  over  20  years,  bring¬ 


ing  a  lot  of  new  collectors  into  the  fold.  Of 
course,  the  gold  rarities  are  just  as  rare  as 
ever,  but  now  there  is  more  demand  for 
them.  In  this  issue  we  have  many  interesting 
gold  coins  for  your  consideration,  from  dol¬ 
lars  to  double  eagles. 

Presidential  vote-getting  season  is  un¬ 
derway  here  in  New  1  lampshire.  On  June  14th 
I  and  some  other  staffers  attended  a  reception 
for  Republican  candidate  George  W.  Bush,  this 
being  the  day  he  launched  his  campaign.  A 
photo  is  included  in  this  issue.  Bush  hails  from 
Texas,  where  he  occupies  the  governor's  chair, 
but  he  is  no  stranger  to  New  England,  for  his 
family  summer  home  is  in  Kennebunkport, 
Maine  (about  an  hour's  drive  from  our  office). 
Gov.  Bush's  New  Hampshire  campaign  co¬ 
manager  is  Robb  Thomson,  a  fine  friend  of  our 
Chris  Karstedt. 

For  much  of  the  past  year  I  and  a  very 
fine  team  of  associates  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  have  been  working  on  a  book  about 
the  1804  silver  dollar.  In  my  opinion,  this  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  studies  I  have 
ever  done.  While  there  is  enough  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  1804  dollar  to  satisfy  just 
about  every  enthusiast,  even  more  impor¬ 
tant  is  the  world  in  which  the  events  are 
set  — America  and  the  high  seas  in  the  early 
19th  century.  The  book  itself  is  anticipated  to 
be  published  this  autumn,  but  meanwhile 
we  are  offering  some  special  copies  of  the 
original  manuscript.  See  the  inside  front 
cover  of  this  issue  for  information.  As  al¬ 


ways,  we  hope  to  give  full  measure  for  the 
price  paid,  and  this  book,  the  manuscript 
copy,  and  any  and  all  of  the  other  books  of¬ 
fered  in  this  issue  come  with  a  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

Our  latest  Rare  Coin  Revieiv  beckons. 
Look  through  the  pages  carefully,  and  select 
the  pieces  of  greatest  interest  to  you.  For 
coins,  ordering  is  easy:  Just  call  Gail  Watson 
or  Janet  Lavertue  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993. 
If  you've  established  credit,  ask  for  coins  on 
approval.  If  not,  simply  charge  them  to  your 
credit  card.  In  either  event,  vou  have  30  full 
days  to  be  sure  that  each  coin  or  other  item 
you  receive  from  us  is  in  the  grade  you 
want,  is  of  the  aesthetic  appeal  you  want, 
and  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  want 
you  to  be  just  as  excited  about  vour  package 
when  it  arrives  as  we  were  when  we  bought 
the  coins  for  our  inventory.  Or,  if  you  are  or¬ 
dering  books,  ask  for  Donna  Badeau  or 
Mary  Tocci.  Best  plan:  Order  some  coins  plus 
some  books! 

Thank  you  for  vour  business  and 
friendship. 

Sincerely, 

<£L_- 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection  Auction 

August  30;  New  York  City 

A  preview  of  one  of  the  most  exciting  numismatic  events  of  our  time! 


In  New  York  City  in  August  we  will 
showcase  at  public  auction  one  of  the  most 
incredible,  most  interesting,  most  important 
collections  of  United  States  coins  ever  as¬ 
sembled.  Begun  in  the  1870s,  before 
mintmarks  became  popular,  the  Walter  H. 
Childs  Collection  emphasizes  dates  (as  did 
many  other  old-time  cabinets,  for  example 
the  Garrett  and  Parmelee  collections).  The 
collection  is  nearly  complete  by  date  from 
1793  to  the  mid-20th  century,  in  de¬ 
nominations  from  the  half  cent  to  the 
gold  $5.  Most  of  the  Childs  Collec¬ 
tion  coins  have<been  hidden  in  a 
bank  vault  for  over  a  century! 

The  offering  will  be  high¬ 
lighted  by  the  finest  known 
specimen  of  "The  King  of 
American  Coins,"  the  1804 
"original"  or  Class  I  dollar,  a 
magnificent  Proof-68  (PCGS)! 

However,  this  important 
piece  aside,  the  sale  brings  to 
market  a  cabinet  containing  gem 
Proof  gold  coins  and  other  delica¬ 
cies  obtained  directly  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  from  the  1870s  on¬ 
ward  and  never  held  outside  of  the 
Childs  family.  And,  as  if  that  weren't 
enough,  it  also  contains  coins  from  half  cents 
to  double  eagles  acquired  from  many  sources 
ranging  from  old-time  dealers  J.W.  Haseltine 
and  Charles  Steigerwalt  as  well  as  well- 
known  later  individuals  and  firms. 

Formation  of  the  Collection 
in  the  19th  Century 

Walter  Henry  Childs,  of  Brattleboro, 
Vermont,  was  a  man  of  many  talents  and 
interests.  From  the  1870s  through  about 
1886,  he  kept  track  of  his  collection  by  mak¬ 
ing  checkmarks  in  a  small  leather-bound 
printed  listing  of  coins  published  circa  1884 


(this  being  the  latest  date  in  the  various  de¬ 
nomination  listings),  bearing  the  title,  Gold, 
Silver,  Nickel,  and  Copper  Coinage  of  the  United 
States,  no  publisher  stated.  Coin  listings 
were  given  by  dates  only,  with  no  mention 
or  other  indication  of  branch  mints.  The  au¬ 
thor  or  publisher  of  the  printed  guide  was  a 


casual  numismatist  at  best. 

Lacking  the  financial  ability  of 
Parmelee,  Garrett,  and  certain  other 
wealthy  collectors  of  the  19th  century, 
Childs  bought  high  quality  when  he  could 
afford  it,  but  in  many  instances  was  con¬ 
tent  to  have  a  well-worn  example  to  repre¬ 
sent  a  given  date.  In  a  later  era  when  coin 
grading  would  come  to  the  fore,  the  Childs 
Collection  would  be  found  to  be  quite 
eclectic  in  this  regard  —  and  contain  amaz¬ 
ing  gems  alongside  well-worn  pieces  of 


certain  other  dates. 

After  the  death  of  Walter  H.  Childs  in 
1906,  the  collection  passed  to  his  son,  C. 
Frederick  Childs,  of  Chicago.  C.F.  Childs 
continued  to  add  to  the  cabinet  started  by  his 
father,  including  by  purchasing  Matte  Proof 
and  other  coins  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
and  adding  modem  coins  year  by  year  as 
they  were  minted.  Sometime  before  1920,  the 
momentum  seems  to  have  slowed,  and  for 
many  years  the  collection  remained  in  a 
bank  vault. 

In  the  early  1940s,  C.F.  Childs 
renewed  Iris  interest,  primarily  on 
the  part  of  his  son,  Frederick 
Newell  Childs,  to  whom  the 
holding  had  been  given.  It  was 
a  highly  important  decision  in 
1945  as  to  whether  the  beauti¬ 
ful  Proof  1804  dollar  should  be 
purchased  from  Ruth  and 
Charles  E.  Green,  who  had  re¬ 
cently  bought  it  from  the  Virgil 
Brand  family.  The  Greens  were 
in  a  win-win  situation,  as  Balti¬ 
more  numismatist  Louis  E.  Elias- 
berg,  Sr.,  had  also  been  told  of  the 
coin,  and  announced  his  intention  to  buy 
it  if  the  Greens'  other  customer  (Childs)  did 
not.  Childs  wrote  a  check  and  became  the 
proud  owner  of  the  finest  known  specimen 
of  this  legendary  rarity. 

During  the  next  decade  or  so,  several 
dozen  gold  coins  were  added  to  the  cabinet, 
primarily  through  the  Greens.  In  1952,  the 
collection  was  given  by  Frederick  Newell 
Childs  to  his  son,  C.F.  Childs  II,  who  lived 
in  the  East.  However,  the  holding  remained 
in  Chicago,  and  specimens  were  added 
from  time  to  time.  Still  later,  C.F.  Childs  II 
tapped  the  talents  of  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
and  his  son  Phil  to  ferret  out  some  needed 
pieces,  including  a  rare  1802  half  dime. 
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Some  of  the  Highlights  from  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 


The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection  Auction 


Today  in  1999,  the  Walter  H.  Childs 
Collection.comes  to  the  numismatic  mar¬ 
ketplace,  making  its  treasures  available  to 
a  new  generation  of  enthusiasts.  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  dealer  B.  Max  Mehl  was 
fond  of  reprinting  this  quotation,  and 
over  the  years  auction  houses  in  other 
fields  have  cited  it  as  well,  including  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  in  our  sale  of  the  Elias- 
berg  Collection: 

My  wish  is  that  my  drawings, 
my  prints,  my  curiosities,  my 
books  — in  a  word,  those  things  of 


art  which  have  been  the  joy  of  my 
life  — shall  not  be  consigned  to  the 
cold  tomb  of  a  museum,  and  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  stupid  glance  of  the 
careless  passer-by;  but  1  require 
that  they  shall  all  be  dispersed  un¬ 
der  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer, 
so  that  the  pleasure  which  the  ac¬ 
quiring  of  each  one  of  them  has 
given  me  shall  be  given  again,  in 
each  case,  to  some  inheritor  of  my 
own  tastes. 

-  Will  of  Edmond  de  Concourt,  1896 


Indeed,  the  history  of  numismatics 
in  America  is  in  large  part  a  recitation  of 
rare  coin  auction  sales,  the  collectors  who 
formed  cabinets,  and  the  dealers  who 
sold  them.  In  the  process,  rare  coins  of  all 
descriptions  have  been  shared  in  many 
ways:  by  memorializing  them  in  print  for 
future  generations  of  collectors,  by 
studying  and  photographing  them  to 
add  to  our  knowledge  of  numismatic  his¬ 
tory,  and,  of  course,  to  provide  speci¬ 
mens  for  collections  and  exhibitions  be¬ 
ing  formed. 


High-grade  1793  Chain  Cent  with  Periods 


Incredible  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


Important  1796  0-102  Half  Dollar 


Classic  1797  0-102  Half  Dollar 


hatp 


Qiilds'  leather-bound  booklet  where 
each  coin  he  purchased  was 
checkmarked  as  it  was  acquired. 


Rare  1 794 
Flowing  Hair 
Dollar 


Superb  1863  MS-66  $1 
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The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection  Auction 


The  Childs  Collection  Catalogue 


Because  of  the  varied  grades  of  the 
coins  it  contains,  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Col¬ 
lection  is  truly  egalitarian.  Our  catalogue  of 
the  sale  will  offer  something  for  everyone. 
The  specialist  in  gold  coins  will  recognize 
that  many  rarities  are,  in  a  word,  awesome, 
the  copper  and  silver  coins  have  their  own 
treasures,  and  the  1804  dollar  is,  of  course, 
front  row  center.  However,  them  are  enough 
other  coins  in  popular,  lower  grades  that 
just  about  every  numismatist  should  be  able 
to  effectively  compete  for  a  coin  bearing  the 


Childs  Collection  pedigree. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  cata¬ 
logue  will  contain  a  wealth  of  interesting 
historical  and  numismatic  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  coins  themselves,  the  Childs 
family,  and  the  19th-century  era  in  which 
Walter  1 1.  Childs  was  active.  Further,  a  spe¬ 
cial  section  of  the  catalogue  will  be  devoted 
to  the  1804  dollar,  its  history,  and  more  — a 
permanent  reference  in  its  own  right.  While 
the  Childs  Collection  is  a  numismatic  trea¬ 
sure  laden  with  opportunity,  we  hope  you 


will  find  that  the  catalogue  will  be  a  trea¬ 
sure  of  informative  and  enjoyable  reading. 

If  you  already  subscribe  to  our  auction 
catalogues,  you  are  on  deck  to  participate  in 
the  sale  of  a  lifetime.  If  you  need  to  order  a 
catalogue,  list  price  $40,  just  call  Mary  or 
Donna  in  our  publications  department  and 
they  will  reserve  one  in  your  name.  Or,  take 
this  opportunity  to  subscribe  to  all  of  our 
publications  for  the  next  12  months  for  a 
fabulous  discounted  price  of  just  $145  (to 
U.S.  addresses). 


More  Selections  from  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 


Proof  1884  Doubled  Date  Cold  Dollar 


1885  Gem  Proof-67  Gold  Dollar 


Rare  1863  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 


Scarce  1876  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 


Stunning  1899  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 


Very  Rare  Proof  1876  $3 


Superlative  1881  $3  Gold 


Amazing  Proof  1884  S3  Gold 


Gem  Proof  1889  $3  Gold 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1879  Stella 


Gem  Proof  1882 
Half  Eagle 


Proof-Only  1887 
Half  Eagle 


Cameo  Proof  1892 
Half  Eagle 


Impressive  Matte 
Proof  1912 


Half  Eagle 


Exceptional  1932 
$20  Rarity 
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Colonial  &  Early  American  Coins 


Colonial,  early  American,  and  Washington  coins 
and  tokens  have  always  been  a  prime  focus  of  inter¬ 
est  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Our  Direct 
Sales  Department  offers  a  nice  selection  of  varied  co¬ 
lonial  and  other  coins  for  sale.  As  always,  your 
complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

News  update:  As  a  point  of  information,  we  have  just 
received  an  estate  consignment  of  a  fabulous  collection 
of  1785-1788  Vermont  coppers,  nearly  two  dozen  differ¬ 
ent  die  varieties  and  combinations,  which  is  now  being 
catalogued  by  Frank  Van  Valen  of  our  staff.  This  collec¬ 
tion  will  be  sold  at  auction  in  November  of  1999. 

Research  queries:  Your  editor  (QDB)  is  working  on 
updating  an  extensive  research  file  relating  to  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts  diecutter  John  Adams  Bolen  and 
would  welcome  corresponding  with  anyone  who  has 
rare  and  interesting  tokens,  medals,  dies,  paper  ma¬ 
terial,  etc.  Your  editor  is  interested  in  communicating 
with  anyone  with  unpublished  information  relative 
to  the  1778  NON  DEPENDENS  STATUS  token,  said 
by  some  (such  as  W.  Elliot  Woodward)  to  have  been 
from  the  hand  of  Paul  Revere,  mentioned  by 
Montroville  W.  Dickeson  (The  American  Numismatical 
Manual,  1859,  p.  89),  and  in  existence  in  at  least  three 
forms:  1.  An  engraved  piece,  possibly  by  Paul  Revere. 
2.  A  copy,  popularly  attributed  to  Alfred  Robinson 
(cf.  American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War,  1760- 
1860,  which  notes  that  if  it  was  distributed  by 
Robinson,  it  must  have  been  at  an  earlier  date  than 
the  1860s  era  as  stated  in  modern  references).  3.  As 
preceding,  but  with  the  word  COPY  on  the  die. 

Basic  information:  The  field  of  colonial  and  early 


Ask  to  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be 
sent  to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In 
that  way  you  can  carefully  examine  all 
aspects  of  the  piece.  These  early  coins 
are  very  attractive  and  interesting,  and 
often  in-person  inspection  is  more  re¬ 
vealing  than  are  short  descriptions  in 
the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail 
Watson,  Frank  Van  Valen,  or  Ray  Me¬ 
rena  based  upon  its  eye  appeal,  overall 
quality,  and  value. 


American  coins  includes  many  different  issues.  The 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport 
as  any  to  gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that, 
Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Coins  offers  much  information  between  two 
covers,  and  at  a  reasonable  price  (check  our  Books  for 
Sale  section).  Still  further,  if  your  interest  becomes 
specialized,  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  mono¬ 
graphs  and  studies,  some  of  which  are  out  of  print 
and  others  which  are  easily  obtainable.  If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  history,  an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby's  1875  work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  avail¬ 
able  in  reprint  form. 

A  Lovely  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-30.  VF-35  (PCGS).  69.9  grains.  Small 
planchet.  A  direct  link  with  the  first  English-re¬ 
lated  colonial  mint  in  the  New  World,  this  histori¬ 
cally  important  issue  was  coined  in  Boston  by 

order  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull . 3,495 

The  1652-dated  Pine  Tree  shilling  has  a  secure  niche  in 
American  folklore  and  history.  Of  all  early  American  issues, 
this  is  probably  the  most  storied,  with  Nathaniel  Hawthorne’s 
tale  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull's  daughter  receiving  as  her 
dowry  her  weight  in  freshly  minted  coins  of  this  design.  The 
actual  location  of  the  mint  is  believed  to  have  been  in  the  area 
of  today's  Bromfield  Street  in  Boston.  As  has  been  related 
extensively  in  the  literature,  the  mint  was  the  creation  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  colonists,  not  an  official  branch  of  the 
Royal  Mint  in  London. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-la,  Breen- 

1106.  Pointed  Rays,  Large  US.  VF-30.  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  Die  break  in  the  reverse  rays  be¬ 
neath  ATIO,  typical  for  this  variety . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity  to  the  United  States.  For  a  time  there 
was  a  mini-movement,  spurred  by  Walter  Breen,  to  call  these 
"Constellatio  Nova"  coins,  but  the  Nova  Constellatio  nomen¬ 
clature  seems  to  be  preferred. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 

1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  EF-40  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  A  few  planchet  marks  are  seen 
here  and  there.  Overall,  an  eye-pleasing  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue,  a  coin  that  is  a  notch  above 
the  preservation  usually  encountered . 575 


1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 
1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  VF-20  Smooth 
medium  brown  surfaces  show  a  touch  of  olive. 
An  attractive  example  of  a  popular  type  from 
among  the  fascinating  copper  issues  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 495 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 

1107.  Pointed  Rays.  Small  US.  F-12 . 175 

1787  R-3G.  Massachusetts  cent.  Homed  eagle.  F-12.  165 
1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller-33.2-Z.5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-40.  Deep  tan  to  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  some  light  detritus  in  the  obverse  legends. 
Very  little  in  the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  popular  variety,  with  a  reverse  die  break 
that  extends  from  Liberty's  waist  to  the  D  of  INDE. 
Quality  pieces  such  as  this  are  quite  elusive  and  in 
heavy  demand  in  today's  market  which,  thanks  to 
Dr.  Phil  Mossman's  book,  the  Colonial  Newsletter, 
the  American  Numismatic  Society's  Proceedings  of 
the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conferences,  and 
other  fine  things  in  print,  is  enjoying  the  most  ac¬ 
tion  we've  seen  in  years . 725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-40.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  are  still  visible  on  the  high 


points.  Outstanding  quality . 695 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M36-L.1 .  Draped  Bust  Left. 
Rarity-5.  VF-30.  Medium  tan  and  brown.  A  scarce 

variety  that  is  seldom  encountered  finer . 399 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M-37.  VG-8 . 99 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris-46e.  F-12 . 165 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-62q.  F-12 . 165 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-9.  Rarity-4.  Baby  Head. 

VG-10 . 675 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  sur¬ 


faces.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  variety. 
Intermediate  die  state  with  a  cud  attached  to  the 
upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not  yet  affecting 
the  D  (GOLD) . 875 

Mott  notes:  In  several  venues  we  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  is  a  likelihood  that  the  1789-dated  Mott 
tokens  may  represent  pieces  struck  at  a  later  date,  such  as  1839, 
this  being  the  golden  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789  founding. 
We  were  led  to  believe  that  a  Mott  token  exists  that  was  made 
by  striking  over  an  1839  United  States  copper  cent  However, 
upon  further  investigation,  the  overstrike  has  failed  to  mater¬ 
ialize,  and  we  are  now  told  that  it  is  not  an  overstrike  at  all 
Thus,  our  current  thought  is  that  the  1789-dated  Mott  token  was 
made  no  earlier  than  1807,  as  the  eagle  design  seems  to  be 
copied  from  the  eagle  first  used  on  $5  gold  coins  of  this  vear 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  manv  earlv  citations  we  have 
encountered,  including  Bushnell  s  1858  work  on  tokens  and 
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Colonial ,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


W.  Elliot  Woodward's  catalogues  of  the  1860s,  there  are  no 
allusions  to  the  1789  Mott  token  being  of  a  later  date  than  1 789 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1 155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually 
seen . 1,495 

Undated  (c.l 792)  Kentucky  cent.  Type  of  Breen-1 156 
to  1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON 
OR  BRISTOL;  much  more  elusive  than  the  plain 
edge  variety.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so 
fine! . 985 

The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position  of 
the  initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the  reverse.  For 
a  long  time  in  American  numismatics  such  pieces  were  called 
"triangle  cents.” 

Ironically,  to  see  the  lettered  edge  of  this  token  vou  will 
have  to  break  it  out  of  its  PCGS  holder! 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen- 1294- 1295.  Plain 
edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  interesting 
Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely  struck  from 
shallow  dies . 435 

The  obverse  has  a  shallowly  cut  portrait  and  the  curi¬ 
ous  inscription  CEORCEIVS  WASHINGTON  Produced  in 
England  in  the  1790s  (estimate),  this  issue  was  deliberately 
made  to  appear  worn,  so  that  freshly  minted  coins  would 
readily  circulate  without  being  examined  closely. 

Lovely  Washington  Large  Eagle  Cent 


1791  Washington  cent.  Baker-15,  Breen-1206. 
CRX-5.  Large  Eagle.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A 
lovelv  Large  Eagle  cent,  glossy  dark  brown 
with  generous  portions  of  original  red.  The 
Washington  Small  Eagle  and  Large  Eagle  cents 
are  two  colonial  issues  among  the  handful  that 
can  be  located  in  Mint  State  preservation.  Still, 
some  searching  is  required  to  find  a  nice  ex¬ 
ample.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  representative 
colonial  for  your  collection,  this  is  a  wonderful 
candidate . 3,495 

The  Srruill  Eagle  and  Large  Eagle  cents  of  1791  are 
considered  by  some  to  be  patterns  for  a  proposed  federal 
coinage  bv  contract  by  private  British  minters.  Ever  since 
numismatics  became  a  popular  hobby  in  America -begin¬ 
ning  in  a  significant  way  in  the  late  1850s— these  have  been 
avidly  collected. 


Half  Cents 


'Tis  summertime,  and  the  livin'  is  easy....  And, 
what  better  time  to  become  acquainted  with  United 
States  copper  half  cents?  A  good  way  to  begin  is  by 
reading  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins,  an  absolutely  essential  volume  for 
any  library  on  American  coins. 

Beyond  that  there  are  two  specialized  refer¬ 


ences  that  go  into  detail,  Walter  Breen's  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger 
S.  Cohen,  Jr.'s  book,  American  Half  Cents.  There  is 
a  dichotomy  regarding  these  volumes:  some  col¬ 
lectors  love  one  and  despise  the  other.  In 
actuality,  each  is  desirable  in  its  own  right.  The 
Cohen  book  is  for  the  masses,  so  to  speak.  It  treats 
of  varieties  actually  made  for  circulation,  and  virtu¬ 
ally  ignores  the  rare  Proofs.  The  illustrations  in 
many  instances  are  of  well-worn  coins.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Breen  book  endeavors  to  be  com¬ 
prehensive  and  gives  much  information  about 
Proofs,  restrikes,  and  the  like,  perhaps  too  much 
information  for  the  casual  reader. 

Your  editor  is  an  eager  reader  of  earlv  American 
newspapers  and  magazines,  including  those  from 
the  era  of  half-cent  production,  1793-1857.  Although 
prices  ending  in  a  half  cent  are  often  found,  such  as 
12M,  it  seems  that  most  transactions  did  not  actu¬ 
ally  involve  half-cent  coins.  Rather,  the 
Spanish-American  silver  "bit”  or  one-real  coin 
traded  at  12'^<  and  was  used,  as  was  its  popular 
larger  cousin  the  25c  "two  bit"  piece  (the  origin  of 
the  two  hits  term  we  still  use  today  for  the  American 
quarter  dollar).  We  would  dearly  love  to  find  some 
account  from,  say,  1810,  which  told  of  going  to  a 
bank  or  store  and  receiving  a  handful  of  half  cents, 
but  thus  far  nothing  like  this  has  been  encountered. 

We  have  always  enjoyed  buving  and  selling  half 
cents,  and  along  the  way  we've  owned  or  auctioned 
many  memorable  specimens.  While  the  rarities 
make  headlines,  the  fact  remains  that  there  are  doz¬ 
ens  of  different  half  cent  varieties  that  are  obtainable 
in  nice  grades  from  Fine  to  Mint  State,  from  under 
$100  up  to  several  hundred  dollars.  Probably  the 
best  way  to  begin  is  to  concentrate  on  business 


strikes.  Later,  if  you  can  afford  it,  the  Proofs  beckon. 

Desirable  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  VF-35.  Important  as  the 

first  year  of  issue  for  this  denomination  and  the 
only  year  of  type.  Quite  well  struck,  with  attrac¬ 
tive  glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  winner  both  in 
terms  of  numerical  grade  and  eye  appeal,  and 
the  price  is  very  reasonable.  A  telephone  call  to 
reserve  this  lovely  specimen  is  highly  recom¬ 
mended.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased  with 
the  quality'! . 8,495 

1794  B-6b,  C-4.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Lovely  chocolate 

brown  surfaces.  Quality  half  cents  such  as  this  are 
difficult  to  keep  in  stock.  A  nice  combination  of 
high  grade  (relatively  speaking)  and  low  price 
(relatively  speaking) . 1,925 

Although  the  1791  half  cent  is  often  grouped  with 
those  of  1795-1797  as  being  of  the  same  "type."  in  reality  the 
half  cents  of  1 794  have  a  much  larger  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty . 
The  cents  of  this  particular  year  should  be  classified  as  a 
distinct  tvpe.  giving  the  earfv  half  cent  types  from  the  1790s 
as  follows 

1 794  Liberty  Cap.  Head  Facing  Left  •  All  with  lettered 

edge 

1794  Liberty  Cap.  Large  Head  Facing  Right  -  All  with 
lettered  edge 

1795  and  1797  Liberty  Cap,  Small  Head  Facing  Right. 
•  Lettered  edge 

1795. 17%  and  1797  Liberty  Cap.  Small  Head  Facing 
Right  •  Plain  edge 


Copper  Planchets  for  the  Mint  in  1835 

By  Henry  Hettger 


In  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century, 
supplies  of  copper  for  the  making  of  half 
cents  and  cents  were  often  uncertain. 
Sometimes,  the  Mint  would  have  to  de¬ 
lay  striking  coins  until  metal  could  be 
found. 

On  August  27,  1835,  Mint  Director 
Robert  Patterson  wrote  to  Crocker  Broth¬ 
ers  &  Co.,  metal  fabricators  in  Taunton, 
Massachusetts,  advising  them  that  there 
was  a  severe  shortage  and  that  planchets 
were  needed.  The  Mint  desired  to  coin 
cents,  but  could  not  do  so.  A  previous  or¬ 
der  to  the  firm  by  Director  Samuel  Moore, 
Patterson's  predecessor,  had  remained 
unfilled  for  months,  perhaps  because 


Crocker  had  questions  or  there  was  some 
unfinished  business. 

In  any  event,  for  the  new  request 
Crocker  came  to  the  rescue.  Promptly,  a 
large  shipment  of  26  wooden  casks  of  cop¬ 
per  planchets  was  dispatched  to  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint.  The  invoice  of  September  3, 
1835,  noted  that  25  casks  weighed  392 
pounds  each  and  a  26th  weighed  400 
pounds,  for  10,200  pounds.  The  invoiced 
price  was  28c  per  pound,  or  $2,856,  which 
amounted  to  about  a  half  cent  per 
planchet.  Thus,  allowing  for  the  Mint's  ex¬ 
pense  in  coining  the  pieces,  a  small  profit 
would  still  be  shown  when  they  were 
paid  out  at  face  value. 
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Beautiful  1794  Half  Cent 


1794  B-9,  C-9.  AU-55.  Delightful  medium  brown  sur¬ 

faces  show  strong  design  details  and  an  absolute 
minimum  of  marks  of  any  size.  Nicely  centered 
and  equally  as  nicely  struck.  If  quality  is  a  guiding 
beacon  for  you,  then  this  choice  early  half  cent 
will  fill  the  bill  nicely.  A  gorgeous  example  of  the 
date  and  grade,  a  coin  whose  glowing  description 
only  does  partial  justice  to  its  overall  quality.  We 
guarantee  you'll  love  this  half  cent! . 8,995 

1795  B-6a,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Plain  Edge,  No  Pole.  VF-30 

(PCGS).  Very  pleasing  with  medium  olive  fields 
and  light  tan  devices.  Sharply  struck.  This  impor¬ 
tant  type  coin  is  just  a  phone  call  away . 1,675 

Beautiful  1797  Half  Cent 


1797  B-lc,  C-l.  Rarity-2. 1  Above  1.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Rich,  glossy  brown  surfaces  very  pleasing  to  the 
eye.  Well  struck  and  very  desirable.  Boldly  struck 
over  a  Talbot  Allum  &  Lee  cent  with  a  slight  trace 
of  the  hatch  visible  left  of  the  date.  Incredibly  high 
grade  for  a  1797  half  cent,  very  beautiful  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  interesting  as  a  variety,  and,  consider¬ 
ing  the  high  grade,  very  reasonably  priced.  A  coin 
you  will  enjoy  owning! . 6,350 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent-size  tokens  were  purchased 
in  quantity  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  half  cent  planchets 
were  punched  from  them.  The  scissel  was  then  melted  and 
recycled  into  other  planchets  (but,  of  course,  lacking  the 
original  T.A.  &  L.  characteristics). 

Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-lb,  Cl.  Die  State  III.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  First 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design.  Simply  put,  an 
outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  well  centered,  and  attractive.  The  glossy 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  wisps  of  red  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  protected  areas.  This  lovely  near¬ 
gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of  the  assigned 
grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 6,350 


1803  B-4,  C-4.  F-12 . 109 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-50.  Manley  state 

11.0 . 1,095 

This  variety  is  arguably  the  most  fascinating  of  any 
early  American  coin,  owing  to  the  reverse  rim  breaks.  Some 
examples  are  known  only  with  light  die  cracks,  occasionally 
almost  imperceptible.  Others  are  known  with  half  of  the 
reverse  border  broken  away.  A  long  progression  of  intermedi¬ 
ate  die  dates  are  known  with  a  few  serious  students  specializ¬ 
ing  in  this  single  variety.  A  recently  published  reference.  The 
Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  by  Ronald  P.  Manley,  describes  and 
illustrates  20  distinct  die  states  numbered  from  1.0  to  12.0, 
including  a  few  decimal  states  such  as  2.2  and  10.8.  Examples 
offered  in  the  following  listings  are  attributed  to  Manley's  die 
states. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-25.  Manley  state 

9.0 . 295 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20.  Manley  state 

10.2 . 245 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20.  Manley  state 

8.0 . 225 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15.  Manley  state 

11.0 . 135 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy 

brown  surfaces . 595 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy  brown.  375 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  F-12 . 79 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  F-12.  Die  state  1.0.  ...  119 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-45 .  475 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  VF-30 . 185 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF-40 .  235 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 . 135 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-25 . 109 

1804  B-ll,  C-12.  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 .  275 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stei  as.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous 
and  beautiful . 1,995 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-61  RB  (NGC). 

Light  obverse  spots  and  central  planchet  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  noted . 1,650 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state 

with  considerable  border  dentilation . 695 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40.  A  high  grade  for  this  date,  as  1807 

half  cents  are  usually  seen  well  worn . 375 

1808/7  B-2,C-2.  VG-8 . 235 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  Quite  scarce  in  grades  above  VF.  This  lovely 
half  cent  will  nicely  fill  the  requirements  for  the 
date  and  variety . 975 

Unlike  certain  other  early  Draped  Bust  half  cents,  the 
entire  issue  of  1808  seems  to  have  been  paid  out  into  the 
channels  of  commerce.  Today,  most  examples  are  well  worn, 
with  Good,  VG,  and  Fine  being  about  par.  The  presently 
offered  coin  is  exceptional. 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5. 9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9  ("6"). 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the 
world's  best  hobby.  If  you're  a  coin  col¬ 
lector,  either  freshly-minted  or  an  old- 
timer,  we'll  do  our  best  to  make  numis¬ 
matics  as  enjoyable  as  possible  for  you. 


AU-55.  First  year  of  John  Reich's  so-called  Classic 
Head  design  (which  had  been  used  a  year  earlier 

on  the  copper  cent) . 495 

1809/ 6  B-5,  C-5.  EF45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces.  165 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  VF-35  (NGC) . 99 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  AU-50 .  235 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  EF-45.  Late  die  state  with 
nearly  continuous  rim  break  on  obverse  from 
12:30  to  3:00 . 139 


1811  B-2,  C-2.  VF-30  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely  coin.  2,150 
1811  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20  (ANACS).  A  lovely  example  of 
this  key  date,  one  that  is  usually  found  in  much 


lower  grades . 1,395 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  VF-30 . 115 


1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity.  Mint  State  1826  half  cents  are 
very  scarce  despite  the  relatively  modest  price 
increase  over  a  common  date  of  this  type  in  simi¬ 


lar  grade . 1,095 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  225 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 135 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VF-35  (NGC) . 79 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-55 . 159 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF45 . 89 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF40 . 79 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  VF-30 . 65 


1828  B-3,  C-2. 12  Stars.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Among  the 
most  popular,  desirable,  and  curious  issues  of  the 
era.  Heavily  circulated  1828  12  Star  half  cents  are 
the  rule  when  seen  in  the  marketplace,  with  lovely 
Mint  State  examples  such  as  this  only  infrequently 
offered.  A  nice  “story  coin"  that  will  be  a  favorite 
in  any  general  collection  or  cabinet  of  early  cop¬ 
pers . 1,395 

The  missing  star  was  undoubtedly  a  result  of  negli¬ 
gence,  or  perhaps  too  much  rum  during  the  noon  meal,  as 
certainly  no  design  change  was  intended.  A  parallel  from  the 
same  general  era  can  be  drawn  by  the  1832  $5  gold  rarity  with 


just  12  obverse  stars. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 459 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 119 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 69 

1832  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-45  (NGC) . 89 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF40 . 79 

1832  B-3,  C-3.  EF45 . 89 

1832  B-3,  C-3.  EF40 . 79 


1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  relatively  com¬ 
mon  date  in  circulated  grades  as  well  as  the  lower 
end  of  the  Mint  State  category.  However,  in  gem 
Uncirculated  preservation  —  as  offered  here  —  the 
rarity  of  the  date  increases  considerably.  Medium 
brown  with  prooflike  fields  surrounding  sharply 
detailed  design  motifs.  A  beautv! . 995 
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1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 


specimen  of  this  popular  date . 649 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 145 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (NGC) . 145 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 89 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45  (NGC) . 89 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  350 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 125 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 89 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 74 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  289 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 .  159 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 159 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (NGC) . 135 

1835  B-L  C-L  Lb-45 .  so 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely  high-grade 

coin.  Sure  to  please . 595 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-45  (NGC) . 89 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20 . 69 


1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Very 
scarce  in  this  high  grade,  more  elusive  than  gen¬ 
erally  realized.  This  is  the  first  business  strike 
appearance  in  the  half  cent  series  of  Christian 
Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair  design . 1,195 

Might  we  suggest  that  you  consider  building  a  com¬ 
plete  date  set  of  the  Braided  Hair  half  cents,  consisting  of  the 
varieties  struck  for  circulation?  The  list,  ignoring  the  Proofs,  is 
as  follows: 

1849  Large  Date,  1850,  1851,  1853,  1854,  1855,  1856, 
1857.  In  fact,  to  make  your  job  easier,  Mark  Borckardt  re¬ 
viewed  our  inventory  and  assembled  a  nicely  matched  set  of 
EF40  to  45  grade  coins.  These  eight  coins  are  mounted  in  an 
old  Wayte  Raymond  album  page  for  half  cents  Just  one  set  is 
available,  so  call  quickly  $799.00 
1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Scarce  so 
fine,  yet  rather  inexpensive  (in  our  opinion).  This 
is  the  first  business  strike  (made  for  circulation) 


issue  of  the  Braided  Hair  type . 295 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  AU-53  (NGC) . 235 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Urge  Date.  EF-40 . 125 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  495 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 215 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 135 

1851  B-l,  C-l .  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  525 
1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  315 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF45 . 95 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  considerable  mint  red . 895 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 

surfaces . 325 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  265 


1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  235 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 145 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 65 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NCC).  Lustrous  brown.  425 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  265 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  BN  (NGC) . 139 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC).  As  a  date,  the  1856  is  a 

bit  scarcer  than  its  immediately  preceding  con¬ 
temporaries . 189 

1856  B-Z<  i  \i  'mi .  139 

1856  B-Z  C-l  EF-45 . 99 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  EF40 . 85 

1856  B-2  <  -1  VF-35 . 79 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  eye 

appeal! . 425 


In  I860.  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that 


most  1857  half  cents  had  been  held  at  the  Mint  and  then 
melted.  Thus,  the  coins  are  scarcer  than  even  the  low  mintage 


figure  suggests. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 319 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60 . 295 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 265 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 209 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 105 


Large  Cents 

Among  early  American  coins,  the  copper  cents  of 
1793-1857  play  to  a  wider  numismatic  audience  than 
any  other  series.  A  wonderful  organization,  the  Early 
American  Coppers  Club  (which  publishes  an  excel¬ 
lent  newsletter,  Penny-Wise,  edited  by  Dr.  Harry 
Salyards)  is  central  to  this  interest  and  provides  com¬ 
ments  from  research  findings  of  importance  to  casual 
observ  ations  of  late-night  gabfests  about  old  coppers. 

There  are  enough  large  cents  around  that  anyone 
can  form  a  collection  of  interest,  even  on  a  modest 
budget.  In  general,  the  collecting  specialties  within 
the  series  are  as  follows: 

1793-1814:  The  senes  of  coppers  covered  in  detail 
by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon's  1949  work.  Early  Ameri¬ 
can  Cents,  and  its  revision  in  1958,  Penny  IWumsy  (by 
Sheldon,  updated  by  Walter  H.  Breen  and  Dorothy  I. 
Paschal).  Cents  are  attributed  by  "S'  numbers  per 
Sheldon.  Ranties  include  1793, 1799  (especially),  and 
1804.  The  most  vaned  single  date  is  1794,  which  com- 


Carolyn  Craigue,  Laurel  Morrill,  and  Janet  Lavertue  were  out  of  the  office  when 
our  cover  photo  was  taken.  Carolyn  is  an  administrative  assistant  in  our  Auction  De¬ 
partment,  Laurel  is  our  Accounting  Supervisor,  and  Janet  is  an  associate  in  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  Department. 
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prises  several  dozen  different  die  varieties  and  com¬ 
binations. 

1816-1839:  These  are  the  so-called  "middle  date" 
cents,  a  range  that  includes  no  great  rarities  (so  far  as 
basic  dates  are  concerned,  although  some  die  varieties 
are  rare).  Several  different  portraits  are  found,  includ¬ 
ing  the  homely  (or  beautiful,  depending  upon  your 
viewpoint;  we  like  the  image)  Matron  Head  first  used 
in  1816  and  several  interesting  heads  of  the  1835-1839 
era  by  engraver  Christian  Gobrecht.  Classification  of 
these  cents  as  well  as  other  19th-century  dates  is  to 
Howard  R.  Newcomb's  book,  United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857. 

1839-1857:  The  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  Head  type, 
by  Christian  Gobrecht.  All  dates  are  inexpensive  and 
highly  collectible. 

There  are  many  other  fine  books  available,  in¬ 
cluding  those  by  William  Noyes,  John  Wright,  and 
Robert  Grellman,  to  give  a  short  list. 

The  beauty  part  of  cent  collecting  is  that  while 
gem  Mint  State  coins  are  nice  to  have,  there  are  so  few 
of  them  around  that  most  specialists  opt  for  such 
grades  as  Fine,  VF,  EF,  and  AU. 

Desirable  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Sheldon-10.  Rarity-4.  Wreath  cent.  Vine  and 
Bars.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Smooth  light  brown  surfaces 
with  a  few  light  obverse  scratches  that  must  be 
mentioned,  but  which  were  factored  into  the 
grade  by  PCGS  (otherwise  they  might  have  called 
it  AU).  There  is  something  special  about  any  1793 
copper  cent.  This  is  a  very  nice,  high  grade  ex¬ 
ample  that  is  sure  to  please . 7,950 

At  first  glance  there  appears  to  be  a  rough  area  of  the 
obverse  rim  at  3:00,  however,  this  is  a  characteristic  of  the 
Sheldon-10  variety  and  is  seen  to  some  extent  on  all  known 
authentic  examples. 

1798  S-166.  Large  8.  VF-35.  The  so-called  Whisker  Va¬ 
riety,  from  a  tiny  hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss 
Liberty's  chin.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  date  and  Variety . 1,495 

1801  S-213.  F-15.  Outstanding  quality  and  appeal  for 

the  assigned  grade.  Have  it  arrive  in  your  mailbox 
for  just . 435 

1802  S-237.  EF40.  Widest  date  of  the  year.  Large  berries 

in  wreath.  Medium  brown  with  outstanding  over¬ 
all  appeal.  Definitely  choice  for  the  grade . 865 

1802  S-241.  No  Stems.  VF-30.  Chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces  are  free  of  significant  marks.  An  attractive 

coin  overall . 525 

1803  S-249. 1/000.  VF-30.  A  nice  example  of  the  popu¬ 

lar  error  fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown 
with  plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,095 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  EF-40  Me¬ 


dium  brown.  Latest  die  state.  Some  very  faint 
porosity  is  noted  for  accuracy,  but  it  is  barely  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye  and  does  not  detract  sig¬ 
nificantly  from  the  overall  quality . 795 

Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 


1803  S-262.  Low  Rarity-4.  Small  Date,  Small  Frac¬ 
tion.  VF-20.  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in  any 
grade;  especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered 
here.  An  attractive  cent  you'll  admire  again  and 

again  when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  some  ma¬ 
hogany  overtones.  Mark  Borckardt  has  quite  an 
eye  for  quality,  and  when  you  see  this  piece  you'll 
realize  that  it,  like  others  we  offer,  is  really  nice 
within  its  grade  range! . 895 

Exceptional  1809  Large  Cent 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  simply  lovely 
example  of  what  may  be  the  most  elusive  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  large  cent  type.  Typically  found 
dark  and  slightly  rough,  this  smooth  deep  tan 
specimen  will  be  an  article  of  great  pride,  a  guar¬ 
anteed  focal  point  in  the  collection  of  its  new 

owner . 10,150 

1813  S-293.  EF40  (PCGS).  Lovely  brown  surfaces.  1,395 
1813  S-293.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece.  995 
1813  S-293.  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date  and  grade . 585 

Sharp  1814  Large  Cent 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful, 
sharply  struck  Classic  Head  large  cent  for  your 
date  or  type  collection.  Glossy  steel  brown  with  a 


splash  of  faded  mint  red  on  the  reverse . 3,995 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  VF-20.  Late  die  State .  473 

1818  Newcomb-10.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Pale  pink  iri¬ 
descence  and  warm  honey  brown  mingle  nicely 
on  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  near-gem  cent.  A 

beauty! . 695 

1819/8  N-l.  EF-40 . 275 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  splendid  piece  that  will  answer  your 
call  for  a  high-grade  example  at  a  reasonable 
price.  A  find . 2,250 

Of  all  cent  dates  in  the  later  series  1816-1857,  the  1823  is 
far  and  away  the  most  elusive.  The  date  occurs  in  two  major 
varieties,  the  1823/2  overdate  as  offered  here,  and  the  1823 
"perfect  date." 

1826  N-8.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 245 

1828  N-ll.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Problem-free 

deep  tan  surfaces  with  a  glint  of  red  in  the  re¬ 
cessed  areas . 630 

1829  N-5.  Small  Letters.  VF-25.  Somewhat  scarce  as 

a  date  (in  the  context  of  cents  of  this  design 
type) . 285 

1830  N-6.  Rarity-4.  Small  Letters.  VF-35.  Medium 

brown  with  a  few  tiny  marks  noted  for  accuracy. 
Still,  however,  a  splendid  specimen,  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  of  a  classic  key  variety.  Among 
Guide  Book,  listed  issues,  this  has  always  been  a 
much  sought  item . 1,195 

1845  N-5.  Large  Date,  Large  Stars,  Medium  Let¬ 
ters . 485 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  (Low-120).  AU-58  (PCI). 
These  pieces,  listed  in  the  back  of  the  Guide  Book, 
were  made  privately  as  a  proposal  for  a  new  alloy 
for  cent  manufacture.  The  progenitor  was  Dr. 
Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  who  is  known  not  only  in 
the  world  of  numismatics,  but  equally  so  in  the 


world  of  gems  and  mineral  specimens . 175 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  (Low-120).  AU-50 . 159 


Instant  Delivery! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson 
or  Janet  Lavertue  about  our  overnight 
Federal  Express  service.  Just  $10  on  or¬ 
ders  under  $500;  FREE  above  that 
amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you'll  enjoy 
them  tomorrow! 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Attractive  deep  tan  with  a  touch  of  mahogany. 

Very  nice  for  the  grade . 435 

1837  N-9.  EF-45.  Light  mahogany  and  tan  surfaces.  A 
truly  choice  coin  for  the  assigned  grade . 139 

1837  N-ll.  Beaded  Hair  Cords.  AU-55.  Glossy  tobacco 

brown  surfaces  display  a  minimum  of  marks. 
Choice  for  the  grade . 235 

1838  N-7.  AU-55 .  245 


1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  MS-64  BN.  Cents  of  this  year 
are  always  popular,  as  within  this  year  there  are 
a  number  of  distinctive  portrait  varieties— no 
doubt  the  result  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  efforts  to 
improve  the  coinage  design  (the  same  year,  1839, 
saw  the  production  of  an  inordinate  number  of 
half  dollar  patterns) . 2,295 

1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  AU-50.  A  chocolate  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  ever-popular  Guide  Book  type. ...  325 
This  variety.  N-9,  exhibits  a  diagonal  die  crack  across 
Miss  Liberty's  portrait,  and  is  easily  recognized  by  that  diag¬ 
nostic. 

1847  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1848  N-40.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50 .  265 

1849  N-8.  AU-50 . 199 

1850  N-12.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  Braided 

Hair  large  cent  for  your  type  set.  Bright  "mint 
orange"  is  just  beginning  to  fade  to  light  brown. 
Wonderful  eye  appeal . 515 

1852  N-3.  AU-55 . 159 

1852  N-14.  AU-55.  Go  back  a  few  spaces  and  read  our 

suggestion  about  collecting  half  cents  of  the  1850s, 
as  we  have  a  nice  stock  of  half  cents  noiv.  We  can¬ 
not  say  the  same  thing  about  our  stock  of  cents  of 
the  1850s  as  we  only  have  a  few . 159 

1853  N-7.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 

with  plenty  of  mint  red  on  glossy  reddish  brown 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  all  design  details 
strong  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars . 795 


Small  Cents 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Focus  on  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents!  It  is  not  May  25, 
1857,  but  it  seems  like  it!  On  that  long-ago  day.  Flying 
Eagle  cents  were  released  for  the  first  time.  Today  in 
1999,  they  are  where  you  find  them,  usually  one  at  a 
time. 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  show  a  hint  of  deeper  golden  toning  on 
both  sides.  A  tiny  die  chip  is  seen  in  the  lower 

loop  of  the  second  S  in  STATES . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  irides¬ 
cence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  thin  planchet  impres¬ 


sion,  as  struck,  is  noted  in  the  area  of  the  eagle's 
tail  and  claw;  a  glass  is  needed  to  see  it,  and  it  is 

only  mentioned  for  accuracy . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  deep  honey 
gold  surfaces.  A  planchet  lamination,  as  struck,  is 

noted  in  the  reverse  wreath  at  3:00 .  595 

1857  AU-58  (ICG) . 315 

1857  AU-50 . 159 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous  with 

strong  details  on  both  sides.  Well  struck  with  all 
design  elements  crisp  and  bold . 950 

Indian  Head  Cents 


In  recent  times  Indian  Head  cents  have  attracted 
quite  a  few  buyers,  a  well-deserved  change  from  the 
market  doldrums  of  a  decade  or  so  ago.  Today,  In¬ 
dian  cents  are  coming  into  their  own,  or  perhaps  they 
have  already  arrived.  However,  despite  this  market 
activity,  there  are  many  excellent  values  to  be  had 
Cherrypicking  -  selecting  for  quality  —  is  always  rec¬ 
ommended.  We  do  this  when  purchasing  for  our 
stock,  and  we  suggest  that  you  do  it  as  well  If  you 
buy  from  us,  you  get  quality  we  have  seen  with  our 
own  eyes.  Each  coin  you  buy  has  passed  our  test  be¬ 
fore  we  wrote  out  a  Bowers  and  Merena  check  to  buy 
it.  If  you  buy  elsewhere,  simply  remember  that  price 
is  just  one  part  of  the  equation,  and  that  when  we  buy 
coins  for  stock,  we  reject  several  Indian  cents  for  every 
single  piece  we  buy.  Thus,  while  price  is  always  im¬ 
portant,  in  the  field  of  Indian  cents  quality  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  equation.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
bargain  price  and  high  quality'  at  the  same  time -you 
get  one  or  the  other.  Take  your  pick! 

Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with 
a  penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just 
what  they  have  hoped  for. 


1859  MS-64.  First  year  of  the  Indian  Head  cent,  and 
the  only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse.  A  lovely 
coin  with  superb  eye  appeal . 875 

What  kind  of  wreath  is  it?  Olive?  Laurel1  The  Mint  was 


not  quite  sure,  and  contemporary  records  have  it  either  way 
1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  An  attrac¬ 
tive  business  strike  example  of  this  incredibly 

popular  issue . 875 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces 
a  choice  piece  that  will  be  ideal  for  a  tvpe  set  or 

date  collection . 875 

1859  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 429 

1859  AU-55 . 169 

1859  EF-40 . 105 


1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  honev 
brown  toning.  First  year  with  the  oak  wreath  and 


shield  reverse. 


295 


1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  has  the  low¬ 
est  mintage  (10,100,000)  of  the  regular  copper- 


nickel  Indian  cents . 995 

1861  MS-62  (PCGS) . 189 


1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel 


lustre . 285 

1862  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-63 . 139 


1863  MS-63  (NGC) . 139 

1864  Copper-Nickel  MS-62  (NGC) . 189 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  AU-50 . 95 


1864  Bronze.  Snow-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Date  lightly 
repunched  to  left.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  350 

Struck  from  a  shattered  obverse  die,  a  die  state  not 
listed  by  Rick  Snow.  The  main  crack  extends  from  the  rim 
above  the  E  in  ST ATES,  and  from  there  runs  diagonally  across 
the  Indian's  portrait,  passing  through  the  C  of  AMERICA  to 
the  rim.  Other  cracks  jut  at  angles  through  the  hair  curls  and 
lowest  feathers  in  the  Indian's  war  bonnet,  and  still  another 
joins  the  base  of  the  date  numerals. 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN  (NGC)..  Lustrous 
brown . 595 

It  was  not  quite  ancient  times,  but  it  certainly  was  a  long 
time  ago -in  the  1950s.  We  used  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
sort  through  manv  Indian  Head  cents  from  old  caches,  etc., 
which  had  not  been  picked  over  numismaticallv  We  soon 
developed  a  feeling  for  what  was  rare  and  what  was  not  We 
found  that  1861  bronze  cents  with  L  on  ribbon  were,  perhaps, 
5  to  10  times  scarcer  than  the  without  L,  that  1877  cents  were 
almost  never  found,  and  that  1908-S  and  1909-5  were  hardly 
ever  seen 

1864  I.  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  RD  Brilliant.  595 


Indian  " Pennies "  in 
Circulation  in  1943 

The  following  is  from  the  Coin 
Collector's  Journal  (Wayte  Raymond), 
September-October  1943,  submitted  by 
Leonard  Augsburger: 

Coin  Collectors  Asked  to  Stop 
Saving  Indian-Head  Pennies 
If  you're  hoarding  Indian  Head 
pennies,  the  Mint  wishes  you'd  put 
them  back  into  circulation.  Mint  offi¬ 
cials  said  nearly  2,000,000,000  Indian 
Heads  were  distributed  prior  to  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  present  Lincoln  design  in 
1909,  and  that  there  apparently  was 
"widespread  misconception  of  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  value”  of  this  old  money, 
since  the  greater  part  of  them  are  still 
outstanding. 

"Reports  from  coin  dealers  show 
that  most  Indian  heads,  after  they  have 
been  in  circulation,  are  worth  only  face 
value,"  the  Treasury'  said. 

The  Treasury  is  asking  30,000,000 
schoolchildren  to  enlist  in  a  drive  to  put 
idle  coins  to  work  meeting  the  demands 
of  commerce.  Mrs.  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross, 
mint  director,  said  many  tons  of  vital 
metal  could  be  saved  if  coins  could  be 
kept  circulating,  thus  reducing  demand 
for  new  coinage.  She  suggested  "piggy 
bank"  stocks  be  exchanged  for  war 
stamps  or  bonds. 
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This  &  That 


INTERESTING  TITLE  over  an  article 
by  Alan  Herbert  in  a  recent  issue  of  Numis¬ 
matic  News:  "Mae  West  liked  the  look  of  the 
buffalo  nickel  portrait." 

Ac>  At'  At' 

LESS  THAN  THREE  MONTHS  after 
the  release  of  Monica  Lewinsky's  book,  "the 
former  White  House  intern's  best-seller  has 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  'remainder'  of¬ 
fered  at  big  discounts.  Monica's  Story, 
easily  the  most  publicized  book,  came 
out  in  early  March..."  (May  14  account 
in  International  Herald  Tribune) 

At'  At'  At' 

INTEREST  INCREASING: 
presidential  candidates  who  have 
thrown  their  hat  into  the  ring  for  the 
well-known  presidential  primary,  as  of 
May  1999,  include  the  following 
names  alphabetically:  Lamar  Alex¬ 
ander,  Gary  Bauer,  Pat  Buchanan, 
George  W.  Bush,  Elizabeth  Dole,  Steve 
Forbes,  John  Kasich,  Alan  Keyes,  John 
McCain,  Bob  Smith,  and  Dan  Quayle. 
Further,  we  note  in  a  recent  front-page 
article  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal  that 
the  Quayle  staff  is  going  on  the  offen¬ 
sive  against  Quayle  jokes,  and  has 
stated  that  anyone  joking  about 
Quayle  is,  in  effect,  poking  fun  at  all 
that  is  good  about  America.  And  here 
we  thought  that  we  were  poking  fun 
not  at  ourselves,  but  at  the  former  vice- 
president.  Oh,  well.  The  next  time  we  see 
potato  spelled  as  potatoe,  we  will  not  even 
think  about  Dan  Quayle. 

At-  At-  At' 

OK,  we  can't  keep  our  resolution.  It's 
time  for  some  Dan  Quayle  quotations 
from  the  record:  "It  is  wonderful  to  be 
here  in  the  great  state  of  Chicago."  •  "It 
isn't  pollution  that's  harming  the  environ¬ 
ment.  It's  the  impurities  in  our  air  and 
water  that  are  doing  it."  •  "Verbosity 


leads  to  unclear,  inarticulate  things." 

At-  At-  At' 

THE  PERILS  OF  OUR  REPORTERS: 
"[conducting  interviews]  I've  eaten  in... a 
restaurant  burning  down,  "I  once  ate  an 
ant  for  an  interview."  (Editor,  William 
Baldwin,  Torbes  magazine) 

At’  At’  At> 


SECRET  GIFT:  Ann  Marie  Aldrich, 
publisher  of  Coin  World,  dropped  a  note 
to  us  the  other  day  that  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  Galleries  was  sponsoring  young 
Megan  Stocklin,  an  Ohio  9th  grader,  to 
attend  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  in 
Colorado  Springs  — paid  for  in  our  name 
by  Coin  World  (who  really  should  receive 
the  credit). 

At-  At’  At 

HANDY  INFO:  Weight  equivalents: 
There  are  7,000  grains  in  one  pound  avoir¬ 


dupois.  A  kilogram  =  2.20462  pounds. 
There  are  15.44  grains  in  a  gram. 

At'  At’  At- 

NEW  YORK  TIMES  Sunday  cross¬ 
word  clue:  "One  who  wants  the  creme  de 
mint?"  Answer:  COIN  COLLECTOR. 
We've  always  suspected  Will  Shortz  (editor 
of  the  puzzle)  is  brilliant,  but  now  we'll 
wonder  if  he  is  a  numismatist.  Occa¬ 
sionally  the  puzzle  has  had  other  coin 
clues  such  as:  "Flying  eagle."  (Answer: 
CENT). 

At’  At-  At’ 

FRANK  LEONE  wrote  to  vour 

J 

editor  some  time  ago  to  take  issue 
with  a  comment  describing  an  1869/8 
two-cent  piece,  in  which  we  said: 
"Called  '1869/8  overdate'  by  Walter 
Breen,  but  opinions  are  divided."  Mr. 
Leone,  whose  specialty  is  two-cent 
pieces,  commented:  "this  is  akin  to 
stating  'planet  Earth  is  round  but 
opinions  are  divided.' "  Thanks, 
Frank,  for  correcting  us.  Also,  thanks 
for  your  really  nice  comments  about 
our  Eliasberg  Collection  series  of  sales. 
Ac-  AC’  Ac- 

ACTUALLY  "MOONDOG": 
Bowers  and  Merena  staffer  Frank  Van 
Valen  comments:  "I  got  a  kick  out  of 
your  reminiscences  in  The  Coin  Collec¬ 
tor  about  the  numismatic  world  of  the 
1950s,  but  as  a  self-proclaimed  music  histo¬ 
rian,  I  have  to  correct  one  small  thing.  Alan 
Freed's  show  was  actually  'The  Moondog 
Show,'  while  'The  Make  Believe  Ballroom' 
was  hosted  by  Martin  Block.  Mom  and  I 
used  to  listen  to  it  ever}'  day  in  the  50s,  and 
I'm  certain  I  picked  up  my  love  for  pop 
music  from  my  mom,  as  she  spent  every 
waking  hour  singing  (when  she  wasn't 
screaming  at  her  eight  kids  to  behave!). 
Anyway,  1  loved  reading  about  the  way  the 
coin  market  used  to  be,  and  hear- 
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ing  it  from  someone  who  was  there  was 
like  being  there  myself!" 

H'  v- 

MELTDOWN:  Reader  Lyle  Kollars 
furnished  an  article  from  LI.S.  News  ami 
World  Report,  by  David  E.  Kaplan  and 
Christian  Caryl,  "The  Looting  of  Russia.” 
In  our  correspondent's  words,  "This  article 
details  the  melting  down  of  some  five  and 
one-half  tons  of  rare  coins  from  many  dif¬ 
ferent  nations.  These  coins  had  been  stored 
in  the  National  Treasury  of  the  Soviet 
Union  for  generations.  The  tragic  loss  of 
these  many  thousands  of  rare  coins  to  the 
world  of  numismatics  is  awesome  and  in¬ 
calculable." 

**■ 

TRYING  TO  FOOL 
MOTHER  NATURE:  Dolly,  the 
cloned  sheep,  age  3,  has  DNA  with 
aging  characteristics  of  a  6-vear- 
old  sheep.  •  While  Monarch  but¬ 
terfly  larvae  enjoy  regular  corn, 
they  die  if  they  eat  certain  types  of 
new  hybridized  corn.  •  At  a  pic¬ 
nic,  ants  will  be  attracted  to  regu¬ 
lar  soft  drinks  but  will  ignore  arti¬ 
ficially  sweetened  soda  •  One  of 
your  editor's  felines,  Katmandu, 
will  not  drink  Vitamin-D  fortified 
milk,  but  loves  all  other  milk 
types. 

V-  H' 

SEEMS  SURPRISING: 

"There  are  Ivy  League  colleges  where  you 
can  graduate  without  having  taken  a  single 
course  in  mathematics,  economics,  English, 
history,  or  science."  (Thomas  Sowell,  Forbes 
magazine) 

V- 

COUNTERPOINT:  It  is  your  editor's 
belief  that  the  increasing  interest  in  e-mail 
communications  is  forcing  a  new  genera¬ 
tion  of  teenagers  to  learn  to  express  them¬ 
selves  via  words  in  print  — education 
whether  they  realize  it  or  not!  Similarly,  we 
would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
generation  of  teenagers  brought  up  on  in¬ 
teractive  computer  games  have  better  eye- 
hand  coordination  than  their  predecessors. 
V’  V-  **> 

THE  HARVARD  MUSEUM  OF 
NATURAL  HISTORY  is  showcasing  an 
exhibit,  "Rocks  from  Outer  Space,"  featur¬ 


ing  the  extensive  collection  of  meteorites 
(the  most  important  addition  to  the  univer¬ 
sity  collection  since  1883,  we  were  told) 
donated  by  Dave  and  Christie  Bowers.  A 
formal  opening  was  held  on  June  3,  at 
which  more  than  150  friends  of  the  mu¬ 
seum  were  in  attendance  for  a  lecture  by 
the  curators,  followed  by  a  reception  and  a 
tour  of  the  gallery.  The  exhibit  is  open  to 
the  public  through  October  31.  Address: 
Harvard  Museum  of  Natural  History,  26 
Oxford  Street,  Cambridge,  MA. 

*/'  V-  V’ 

MARK  DOES  IT  AGAIN:  After 
hours  at  the  recent  Long  Beach  (CA)  Coins 
and  Collectibles  Exposition,  Mark  Borck- 
ardt  attended  the  Bowling  Outing  at  the 


Rossmoor  Bowl  in  Seal  Beach.  With  a 
group  of  numismatists  looking  on,  Mark 
scored  a  perfect  300  game,  the  sixth  in  his 
career. 

V- 

TITLES:  In  scanning  a  listing  of  titles 
for  the  ANA  Numismatic  Theatre  presen¬ 
tations,  our  eye  caught  the  following.  Our 
award  for  non-brevity  goes  hands-down  to 
Anthony  Swiatek's  "  Is  That  Coin  of  Little 
Value  in  Your  Collection  Really  Worth 
Hundreds  or  Thousands  of  Dollars  With¬ 
out  Your  Knowing  It?"  Our  award  for  allit¬ 
eration  goes  to  Denis  Loring  and  Donna 
Levin,  not  for  the  double  D's  of  Denis  and 
Donna,  but  for  the  tag-end  of  their  pro¬ 
gram  title:  "How  to  Protect  Your  Large 
Cents  from  Dampness,  Dirt,  and  Divorce." 
**>  •*<  •*- 
TWO  KINDS  OF  CARE  are  needed 


This  &  That 


when  buying  "rare"  coins  from  non-nu- 
mismatic  vendors.  It  seems  that  television 
shopping  programs  often  charge  double 
or  triple  what  you  would  pay  for  the 
same  items  in  your  local  coin  shop.  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  Internet  seems  to  be  a  haven  for 
all  sorts  of  fakes,  including  Indian  peace 
medals,  Massachusetts  silver  coins,  etc. 
Our  advice:  If  you  do  not  know  much 
about  coins,  buy  from  an  established,  pro¬ 
fessional  rare  coin  company  (of  which 
there  are  many  from  which  to  choose)  and 
buy  coins  certified  by  one  of  the  leading 
services  such  as  PCGS,  NGC,  ANACS, 
SEGS,  or  IGC.  This  advice  is  not  fool¬ 
proof,  but  it  is  a  heck  of  a  lot  better  than 
buying  "blind"  from  sellers  who  do  not 
have  your  best  interest  in  mind. 
H'  H> 

OUT  OF  PRINT!  Our  latest 
book.  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan,  was  SOLD  OUT  in  less 
than  two  weeks  of  its  release!  A 
new  printing  has  been  ordered, 
and  we  expect  that  by  early  Au¬ 
gust  we'll  be  able  to  catch  up  with 
orders.  In  the  meantime,  if  you 
have  not  ordered  vour  copy,  do  so 
now  — and  when  copies  arrive 
here,  yours  will  be  among  the  first 
shipped. 

H-  V-  V- 

MOVE  OVER  LINCOLN, 
WASHINGTON,  AND  ALL  THE 
OTHERS:  In  a  recent  forum,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Al  Gom  stated  that  Bill  Clinton  mav 
well  go  down  in  history  as  "the  best  presi¬ 
dent  America  has  ever  had." 

H'  V-  **• 

DURING  THE  LAST  PRESIDEN¬ 
TIAL  ELECTION  CAMPAIGN,  quite  a 
few  candidates  were  around  town.  Bob 
Dole  liked  Wolfeboro  so  much  that  he  said 
that  if  elected,  he  would  make  our  town 
the  location  for  his  "Summer  White 
House."  One  morning,  presidential  hope¬ 
ful  Arlen  Specter  was  down  at  the  Town 
Docks,  but  there  were  only  a  few  locals 
around  at  the  time.  A  television  news  crew 
traveling  with  Arlen  happened  upon  Ray 
and  Pat  Merena  who  were  enjoying  break¬ 
fast  at  PJ's  Dockside  Restaurant,  and, 
obligingly,  Ray  and  Pat  furnished  some 
"Yankee"  observations. 
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Colonial ,  Copper ;  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk 


1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  splashes  of  red  that  impart  an  attractive 
woodgrain  effect  overall . 419 

1865  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 315 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  595 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 420 

1866  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 295 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,150 

1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,150 

1867  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 510 

1867  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 329 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  for  the  issue. 

Lustrous  red  and  brown,  mostly  red . 929 

1868  MS-62  RD  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous . 459 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  reddish  brown  sur¬ 

faces  display  warm  mint  lustre.  A  pretty  coin 
overall,  much  more  red  than  brown,  and  quite 
attractive  as  such . 1,695 

1869  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 895 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  red  surfaces  ex¬ 

hibit  lively  lustre.  This  date  is  somewhat  scarcer 
than  generally  realized . 1,650 

1870  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 575 

1870  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 665 

1870  EF-40 .  300 

Low-Mintage  1871  Indian  Cent 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  tan.  An  ever- 
popular  low-mintage  date,  and  particularly  desir¬ 
able  in  gem  Mint  State  as  such.  A  splendid  addition 

to  a  high-grade  Indian  cent  cabinet! . 2,850 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  on  the  high 
points,  satiny  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A  touch 
of  pale  violet  increases  the  overall  appeal.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  gem  specimen  of  an  important  date,  one 
which  has  played  second  fiddle  publicity-wise  to 
the  1872,  but  which  is  in  the  same  league  of  rar¬ 
ity . 1,850 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  lustrous  brown  ex¬ 
ample . 690 

1871  AU-58  (NGC). . . . 459 

1871  VF-20 .  295 

Gem  Uncirculated  1872  Indian  1C 


1872  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
surfaces  exhibit  a  pleasing  woodgrain  effect 
that  just  about  all  aficionados  dearly  love.  An 
attractive  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  key  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 


Nicely  struck  in  most  areas;  the  shield  is  virtu¬ 
ally  complete  for  instance  (that  area  is  typically 

weak  on  this  date) . 3,995 

1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  devices  dis¬ 
play  generous  amounts  of  red  in  the  protected 
areas.  Sharply  struck  with  full  reverse  shield  de¬ 
tails . 1,850 

1872  AU-50  (ANACS).  Rare  date,  nice  condition,  nice 

price.  Only  one  available  for: . 450 

1872  EF-45  (NGC) . 375 


Gem  Mint  State  1873  Indian  1C 
Closed  3  in  Date 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lustrous 
reddish  brown  specimen  with  splashes  of  irides¬ 
cent  violet  adding  to  the  overall  appeal . 2,950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  satiny  pale  red  surfaces  and  strong  lustre. 
Not  distinguished  as  the  Open  3  variety  on  the 
holder . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 

the  attractive  woodgrain  toning  sometimes  seen 
on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  a  visual  delight . 875 

1874  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 375 

1874  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  lustrous  speci¬ 
men.  Early  date  Indian  cents  designated  "RD"  by 
the  grading  services  are  considered  the  creme  de  la 

creme  of  the  series  by  today's  collectors . 1,695 

As  Mark  Borckardt  has  pointed  out,  "red"  is  a  misno¬ 
mer.  "Orange"  is  more  appropriate  for  a  mint-fresh  cent. 
1874  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 

Lovely! . 345 

1874  AU-58 . 139 

1874  AU-55 . 135 

1874  AU-55  (NGC) . 135 

1874  EF-45 . 99 

1874  EF-45  (PCGS) . 99 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  .  835 
1875  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  .  495 
1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  495 

1875  EF-45  (PCGS) . 99 

1876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  1,195 

Long  considered  a  "sleeper"  date  in  the  Indian  cent 
series,  a  date  that  is  overshadowed  by  its  immediate  "neigh¬ 
bor,"  the  1877  rarity  (as  is,  also,  the  1878  issue,  of  which  we 
offer  a  lovely  gem  specimen  further  along  in  the  listings).  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  PCGS  has  certified  24  examples  of  this 
date  as  MS-65  RB,  but  none  have  been  certified  finer  within  the 
"RB"  designation,  making  the  specimen  offered  here  essen¬ 
tially  as  fine  as  can  be  found  within  the  grade  context. 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 
mainly  red  with  some  pale  violet  and  brown  on 


the  high  points.  A  lovely  gem . 1,195 

1876  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 775 

1876  AU-53  (PCGS) . 185 

1876  EF-45  (PCGS) . 149 


Attractive  Mint  State  1877  Cent 


1877  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 
mostly  brown  although  with  considerable  red. 
Highly  popular  issue  almost  since  the  time  of  is¬ 
sue;  recognized  as  a  rarity  by  the  1880s.  This  is  an 

opportunity  not  to  be  missed . 5,850 

1877  EF-45  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  with  a 
minimum  of  marks  present.  Very  nice  eye  appeal 
for  the  grade.  The  key  date  of  the  Indian  cent  se¬ 
ries,  desirable  in  all  grades,  especially  at  the 


highly  collectible  level  offered  here . 1,895 

1877  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  and  free  of  major 

marks.  Talk  about  opportunity! . 1,495 

1877  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 995 

1877  G-4.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  issue . 495 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 

Guaranteed  to  please! . 1,195 

Last  of  the  somewhat  scarce  years  in  the  Indian  cent 
series.  The  later  Philadelphia  Mint  issues,  1879-1909,  are  all 
more  easily  available. 

1878  AU-55  (PCGS) . 195 

1879  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 219 

1879  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Mostly  brown  with  a  whisper 

of  red  peeking  through . 219 

1879  MS-63  BN . 139 

1879  EF-45 . 79 

1879  EF-45  (PCGS) . 79 

1879  EF-40 . 65 

1880  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red . 575 

1881  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 79 

1882  EF-45 . 19 

1883  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 129 

1883  AU-58 . 39 

1883  AU-55 . 29 


1884  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  One  of  the  highlights 
among  Indian  cents  available  from  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Sharply  struck  with  deeply  reflective 
mirrored  fields  and  light  mint  red.  Quality  com¬ 
bined  with  a  somewhat  scarce  date— all  in  all  a 
dandy  coin! . 1,895 

1884  AU-55 . 35 

1885  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 275 

1885  MS-64  BN . 189 

1886  Type  I.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 109 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  Very  elusive  in  this  high  grade . 1,095 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 675 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  525 

1886  Type  II.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 219 

1888  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  9Q5 

1888  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  red . 299 

1888  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  299 
1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 

1888  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1888  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown .  129 

1888  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown .  129 
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1888  AU-55 . 29 

1889  MS-64  KB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  175 

1889  AU-55 . 29 

1890  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  169 

1890  AU-55 . 21 

1890  AU-50 . 19 

1891  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  129 
1891  AU-55 . 21 

1891  EF-45 . 14 

1892  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1892  MS-60 . 35 

1892  AU-58 . 25 

1893  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  205 

1893  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 59 

1893  MS-60 . 34 

1893  AU-58 . 25 

1894  AU-50 . 


1895  AU-50 . 19 

18%  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  145 

1896  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 55 

1896  MS-60 . 39 

1897  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 109 

1897  MS-60 . 35 

1898  MS-66  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 395 

1899  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  98 

1899  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 95 

1899  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 69 

1899  MS-60 . 32 

PHX)  ms-64  RB . 95 

1900  AU-58 .  25 

1901  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  195 

1901  MS-63  RB . 59 

1902  MS-65  RD  (NGC)  Brilliant  2s'. 

1903  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1905  MS-64  RB .  95 

1905  MS  63  BN . 

1905 11-40 .  15 


1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 145 

1906  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1906  MS-63  RD.  Brilliant . 75 


1906  AU-55 . 17 

1907  AU-58 . 21 

1907  AU-55 . 17 

1 91  IS  MS  M  RB  (P(  (  jS)  .  9B 

1908  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 65 


1908-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Blazing  lustre  radiates  from 
satiny  red  surfaces.  Essentially  as  bright  as  the 
day  it  was  minted,  and  a  treat  as  such.  A  lovely 


gem  specimen . .-. . 1,250 

1908-S  MS-63  BN . 285 

1908-S  MS-62  BN.  (NGC) . 240 

1908-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 159 

1908- S  AU-50 . 119 

1909  Indian.  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Flashy! . 915 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  ever-popular 
low-mintage  date . 895 


Adam  Goodheart  Critiques  Coin  Designs 


Some  time  ago  in  "The  Forum"  section 
of  USA  Today,  contributor  Adam 
Goodheart,  obviously  an  astute  observ  er  of 
the  American  scene,  made  a  few  comments 
about  coin  designs,  past  and  present.  A  few 
excerpts  (note:  the  following  comments 
were  written  before  the  recent  surprise  an¬ 
nouncement  that  more  Anthony  dollars  are 
to  be  minted  this  year): 

Coins  are  among  those  objects  that  are 
so  ubiquitous  that  they’re  almost  invisible. 
That's  why  it's  a  little  unexpected  that  sud¬ 
denly  everyone  seems  to  be  talking  about 
what  they  ought  to  look  like.  What's 
prompted  this  is  Congress'  recent  authori¬ 
zation  of  two  major  changes  in  U.S.  coin¬ 
age.  First,  it  allowed  the  creation  of  a  new 
dollar  coin  to  replace  the  unpopular  Susan 
B.  Anthony  design.  Second,  it  gave  the  go- 
ahead  for  a  plan  to  change  the  look  of  the 
quarter,  under  which  a  series  of  new  de¬ 
signs  representing  each  of  the  50  states  will 
replace  the  familiar  eagle  on  the  coin's  re¬ 
verse  side... 

Several  politicians  (including,  not  sur¬ 
prisingly,  Sen.  Alfonse  D’ Amato,  R-N.Y.) 
are  promoting  a  design  depicting  the  Statue 
of  Liberty.  Others,  especially  women,  are 
plumping  for  another  suffrage  leader  — 
such  as  Sojourner  Truth  or  Lucretia  Mott  — 
to  replace  the  ousted  Anthony.  There's 


even  a  boomlet  of  support  for  Sacagawea,  the 
Shoshone  Indian  woman  who  guided  Lewis 
and  Clark  across  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

The  debate  over  the  new  quarters  promises 
to  be  even  more  contentious  and  protracted, 
since  each  state's  design  will  be  up  to  its  legis¬ 
lature  to  choose,  and  since  their  release  will  be 
spread  out  over  10  years,  starting  in  1999.  Be¬ 
cause  each  state  gets  only  one  shot  at  numis¬ 
matic  immortality,  each  design  risks  either 
pleasing  only  a  limited  constituency  (imagine 
a  New  York  state  quarter  featuring  D'  Amato's 
mother's  recipe  for  spaghetti  sauce)  or  becom¬ 
ing  inconveniently  cluttered  (imagine  a  New 
York  State  quarter  featuring  the  Trump  Tower 
flanked  by  two  Kockettes,  an  Iroquois  Indian, 
an  Erie  Canal  mule,  an  electrocuted  prisoner, 
and  the  Rev.  Al  Sharpton,  with  D' Amato's 
mother's  recipe  for  spaghetti  sauce  inscribed 
above).  Or  they  could  just  take  the  safe  route 
and  pick  the  state  bird . . . 

A  cynic  might  ask  why  it's  worth  getting 
ourselves  into  this  mess.  Congress  claims  that 
the  quarter  scheme  will  earn  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  more  than  $1  billion  as  a  result  of  col¬ 
lectors  hoarding  the  coins  rather  than  spend¬ 
ing  them.  But  one  might  object  that  it'll  easily 
cost  us  all  at  least  that  much  in  the  time  and 
money  our  elected  officials  spend  arguing 
about  it.  After  all,  there  hasn't  exactly  been  a 
huge  public  outcry  against  the  coin  designs 


we've  already  got  — some  of  which  are, 
when  you  take  a  close  look  at  them,  fairly 
bizarre.  Ever  notice  that  the  portrait  of 
George  Washington  on  the  quarter  looks 
more  like  Susan  B.  Anthony  than  the  por¬ 
trait  of  her  on  the  dollar?  And  speaking  of 
the  dollar,  flip  it  over  and  check  out  that 
Godzilla-size  eagle  alighting  on  the  surface 
of  the  moon.  How  can  it  breathe  up 
there?... 

So  why  not  leave  well  enough  alone? 
Perhaps  because  when  a  nation  sets  out  to 
create  a  new  symbol  of  itself  — whether  in 
the  form  of  a  coin,  a  war  memorial,  or  a 
public  building- the  soul-searching  and 
debate  that  ensue  should  be  considered 
half  the  reason  for  undertaking  the  project. 
Every  so  often,  we  should  stop  taking  all 
those  eagles,  laurel  branches,  and  dead 
presidents  for  granted  and  start  thinking 
and  arguing  about  them. 

It's  the  sort  of  discussion  that  can  move 
us  beyond  the  mundane  specificities  of  our 
usual  disagreements,  forcing  us  to  consider 
what,  if  anything,  we  all  have  in  common. 
And  then,  once  we've  worked  all  that  out, 
those  quarters,  dollars,  and  dimes  can  go 
back  to  being  just  a  small,  familiar  weight 
in  our  pockets. 

Adam  Goodheart  is  also  senior  editor  and 
writer  at  Civilization  magazine. 
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1909-S  Indian.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Satiny  brown  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  whisper  of  pale  rose  iridescence.  A 
nice  coin  for  the  grade . 635 

Lincoln  Cents 


Lincoln  cents  are  one  of  the  most  popular  series 
under  the  American  numismatic  sun,  and  on  every 
buying  trip  we  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  ones. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
publish,  Hie  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by  David 
Lange.  This  guide  tells  you  just  about  all  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  on¬ 
ward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  you  probably  never 
dreamed  of  asking  about!  Certainly,  this  volume  is 
worth  having  if  you  are  at  all  interested  in  Lincoln 
cents,  or  even  have  just  a  few  scarce  pieces.  This 
dandy  volume  is  now  in  its  second  printing.  As  we 
have  said  many  times,  the  enjoyment  of  a  coin  can  be 
multiplied  by  having  something  interesting  to  read 
about  it. 

Before  you  "leave"  our  Lincoln  cent  section,  check 
out  our  special  purchase  of  1955  Double  Die  cents  in 
MS-62  NGC  holders. 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Deep  golden  red  with 
strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  satiny  surfaces.  An¬ 
other  lovely  example  of  this  famous  issue,  a  coin 
with  the  overall  appeal  of  a  finer  grade . 1,295 

1909- S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 1,025 

1910- S  MS-63  RB . 85 

1910-S  MS-62  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 79 

1910-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 69 

1910-S  AU-55 . 65 


1911-D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  but  with  a  small  carbon 
spot  at  3:00  on  obverse,  noted  for  accuracy  and 
priced  accordingly.  The  first  small  cent  issue  from 


the  Denver  Mint . 695 

1912  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 238 

1912  MS-63  RB . 49 

1912  MS-62  BN . 36 

1912-S  MS-64  RB . 329 

1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  329 
1912-S  AU-55 . 89 

1912- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 89 

1913  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1913- D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen.  A 

difficult  date  to  locate  in  gem  condition . 1,195 

1913-D  MS-63  BN . 109 

1913-D  AU-55  (PCGS) . 69 

1913-D  AU-53 . 65 

1913-S  AU-55 . 85 

1913-S  AU-50 . 79 

1914  MS-63  BN . 49 

1914  AU-55 . 32 


191 4-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  resulting 
from  an  old  cleaning.  Not  cherrypicked,  but 
bought  with  a  group.  Still  desirable  and,  of 
course,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  "lot  of 

coin  for  the  money." . 1,095 

191 4-D  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  Rare  and 


desirable . 945 

1915-D  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 89 

1915-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 85 

1915- S  AU-55 . 75 

1916  MS-62  BN . 19 

1916- S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 135 

1916-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 29 

1919  MS-63  BN . 22 

1919-S  MS-63  RB . 75 

1921-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mainly  red  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  key-date  Lincoln  cent  of  the  1920s,  and 
desirable  as  such.  Fairly  well  struck  for  the  date; 
the  1921-S  cent  is  often  flat  and  "mushy."  Seldom 
found  so  fine.  Don't  miss  out  on  this  one!  .  1,295 

1921-S  MS-64  RB . 435 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  435 

1924-D  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant.  The  key  Denver  Mint 

Lincoln  cent  of  the  decade . 995 

1924-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  995 

1924- D  EF-45 . 95 

1925- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  595 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (ICG).  Brilliant . 395 

1928-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1929  MS-66  RD.  Brilliant . 139 

1931-D  MS-60 . 55 

19314)  AU-55 . 42 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 

Just  think,  in  the  1950s  we  used  to  have  these  by 
the  dozens  in  our  stock  at  any  given  time.  Not 
now.  We  buy  them  one  at  a  time . 350 

A  la  Christopher  Morley's  comment,  if  we  had  more 
space  and  time  we  would  tell  you  an  anecdote  about  a  roll  of 
1931-S  cents  recently  bought  and  sold  by  Mark  Borckardt. 
Meanwhile,  it  will  remain  a  mystery. 

1933  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1934-D  MS-65  RD . 59 

1938-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16 

1941  FS-018.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD 

(NGC).  Listed  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton,  we 
do  not  recall  having  this  variety  before  in  our 

catalogues . 459 


Subscribe  Today 

It  costs  just  $145  to  get  an  entire 
year's  worth  of  our  publications  (to 
U.S.  addresses).  You  will  receive  ap¬ 
proximately  15  issues  of  our  newspaper, 
The  Coin  Collector,  six  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  plus  our  Grand  Format1'’ 
auction  catalogues,  and  other  offerings 
of  coins  for  sale  or  auction  competition 
for  the  next  year.  By  the  way,  $145  is 
much  less  than  it  costs  us  (over  $350)  to 
print  and  mail  the  publications  to  you. 
Because  of  this,  subscriptions  are  solic¬ 
ited  only  from  serious  potential  buyers 
(subscriptions  from  libraries  and  others 
are  respectfully  declined). 


1944-D/S  VF-25  (PCI) . 139 

1950  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 59 

1951  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 69 

1951  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 42 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  me¬ 
dium  brown  with  splashes  of  mint  red  along  the 
obverse  border.  This  is  a  nice  quality  example  for 
the  collector  who  desires  a  higher  technical  grade 
without  spending  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars 
for  a  full  red  coin . 2,195 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 
and  glossy  example  of  what  is  probably 
America's  most  famous  (and  most  popular)  "die 
error"  coin.  Medium  brown  with  splashes  of  bril¬ 
liant  red  in  the  recessed  areas.  Near-gem  Mint 
State  examples  of  this  popular  date  don't  stay  in 
our  inventory  very  long  as  a  rule,  so  call  quickly 

on  this  one! . 2,195 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  WOULD 

YOU  BELIEVE  IT?  IT  IS  TRUE!  It  is  almost  like 
the  days  of  the  1950s  when  such  pieces  were 
readily  (more  or  less)  available.  We  have  just 
purchased  a  little  group  of  MS-62  BN  pieces  cer¬ 
tified  by  NGC.  If  you've  been  wanting  a  nice  one, 

order  now.  Just . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

brown . 1,395 

Two-Cent  Pieces 


Our  offering  of  two-cent  pieces  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  commences  with  the  first  year  of  issue,  1864 
(the  Small  Motto  rarity,  no  less!),  and  goes  almost 
non-stop  to  the  1872.  Along  the  way  there  are  some 
very  nice  delicacies,  important  among  which  is  the 
delightful  1872  gem  Proof  specimen  offered  below. 
Enjoy! 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  At  least  50  to  100 

times  rarer  than  the  Large  Motto  variety . 995 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 450 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  verv  pleasing 

coin . 210 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 79 

1864  Large  Motto,  Doubled  Die.  Breen-2377.  AU-50.  Lus¬ 
trous  medium  tan  surfaces.  Doubling  plainest  at  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST.  A  delicacv  for  the  specialist.  31 5 

1865  Plain  5.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  tan 

with  a  hint  of  red  visible . 395 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  1865-1889,  include  a 
number  of  scarce  and  rare  pieces,  but  none  of  such 
great  rarity  that  they  are  beyond  the  realm  of 
affordability.  You'll  appreciate  our  quality  and  value. 


1865  MS-M  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence..  239 

1865  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  145 

1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  835 

1867  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 235 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  At  this 

level  the  1870  is  rarer  in  business  strike  form  than 
Proof . 315 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  539 

1871  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1871  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 137 


1874  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem,  and  rare  so  fine! 
Gem  business  strikes  of  this  date  are  significantly 
more  difficult  to  locate  than  Proofs  of  the  same 
quality.  If  you  seek  just  a  single  gem  specimen  of 
the  design  type,  this  could  well  be  the  coin  for 


you! . 1,575 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


1875  Fivaz-Stanton-006.5.  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant 


with  satiny  surfaces . 835 

1876  Proof-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 315 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  gray  Proof 

with  mildly  reflective  mirrored  surfaces.  This  ex¬ 
ample  actually  looks  like  a  Proof . 595 

This  coinage  issue,  as  with  the  1878  Shield  nickel,  was 
only  struck  in  Proof.  The  dies  were  not  kept  polished  during 
production  of  these  coins,  and  we  suspect  that  planchets  were 
not  polished  either  The  result  is  that  many  of  these  Proofs 
have  satiny  lustre  and  look  like  business  strikes  rather  than 
Proofs. 

1879  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1880  MS-64  (NGC)  Rarer  in  Mint  State  than  with 

Proof  finish.  Brilliant . 495 

1880  MS-63  (ICG)  Light  champagne  surfaces  475 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lustrous  with  light  yellow  and 

baby  blue  toning . 650 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  low-mintage  date  from  the 
final  year  of  the  denomination . 455 

Silver  3<t  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  trime s, 
are  another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reality  for 
the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some  scarce 
dates  m  the  1851-1873  series,  particularly  the  dates  af¬ 
ter  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some  perseverance. 

Our  offering  emphasizes  the  scarcer  and  rarer 
dates,  which  is  just  about  the  opposite  of  usual!  Our 
apologies  for  not  having  any  common  1852,  or  1853 


coins!  However,  we  have  an  nice  run  of  the  scarce 
Type  11  issues  from  1854-1857. 

The  term  trime  was  used  in  Mint  reports  and 
documents  during  the  era  of  these  pieces,  then  forgot¬ 
ten.  Later,  it  was  scarcely  used.  Then  in  1971  Don 
Taxay  employed  it  as  part  of  a  section  heading  in 
Scott's  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
Coins,  and  since  that  time  we  and  some  others  have 
used  it.  The  terms  Complete,  Encyclopedia,  and  Compre¬ 
hensive  have  been  incorporated  into  various 
numismatic  book  titles  in  recent  times.  We  should 
write  a  book  called  77u’  Complete  Standard  Official  Com- 
prehensive  Encyclopedia  and  Catalogue  of[ you  fill  in  the 
rest),  but  we  would  never  remember  the  title! 

1851  AU-58  (PCGS) . 165 

1851  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  155 

1854  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  vear 

of  the  Type  II  design . 1,750 

1855  MS-61  (NCXT).  Brilliant  Lowest  mintage  issue  of 

the  Type  II  series . 665 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous.  A  few  reverse  stars  lack  radials,  otherwise 
the  coin  is  nicely  struck  in  all  areas.  Struck  from 
lightly  clashed  dies . 1,595 

Wv  have  found  that  the  1856  m  thi>  grade  is  rarer  than 
the  lower  mintage  1855  of  the  same  ty  pe,  although  either  (and 
both)  are  first  class  coins  to  own! 

1857  MS-63  i  NGC)  Brilliant  775 

1862  MS-65 1  PCGS)  Flashy,  brilliant  and  lustrous  Nicely 

struck  in  all  areas,  perhaps  not  fully  struck,  but  with 
more  detail  than  frequently  seen  for  the  date.  A  true 
gem  of  exceptional  visual  appeal . 1,395 


David  and  Keaton  Calhoun  at  the  recent  sale  in  New  York  City  of  the  Harry'  VV.  Bass, 
Jr.  Collection.  David  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Harry  Bass  Research  Foundation  and 
is  currently  overseeing  office  operations  in  Dallas.  From  the  smiles  on  their  faces,  it  ap¬ 
pears  they  were  very  pleased  with  the  auction  results! 


Nickel  3<t  Pieces 


Impressive  Gem  Proof  1868  Two-Cent  Piece 


1868  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  that 

virtually  defines  perfection.  Bright  red  mirrored 
surfaces.  A  superb  opportunity  to  start  a  high 
grade  set  of  Proof  two-cent  pieces . 4,250 

1869  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Pleasing  amounts  of  red 

blend  warmly  on  tan  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  and 
fully  lustrous . 645 

1871  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  so  fine .  465 

Splendid  Gem  Proof  1872  Two-Cent  Piece 


1872  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS)  Mirrored  brilliant  surfaces 
A  truly  splendid  specimen  of  this  elusive  date. 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,250 
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1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 

level;  just  21,000  business  strikes  were  produced. 
Graded  MS-63,  but  apply  the  MS-64  grade  and 
few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  very 
nice  MS-63 . 945 

1864  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  light  amber 

toning.  Business  strike  Mint  State  coins  are  far 
more  elusive  than  equivalent  Proofs . 1,195 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  reflective  bright  silver 
with  very  sharp  details  as  expected.  A  superb 
cameo  for  your  type  set . 1,595 

Nickel  5<t  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels,  the  first  coins  of  the  denomination 
struck  in  nickel,  were  first  introduced  in  1866;  the 
nickel  five-cent  piece  has  been  an  integral  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Gem  Mint  State  1866  Nickel 
"Stars  and  Bars"  Reverse 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Strong  mint  brilliance  on 
frosty  lustrous  surfaces.  An  exceptionally  nice 
example  of  the  first  year  of  issue,  and  a  great  way 

to  begin  our  listing . 2,600 

In  19th-century  catalogues,  such  as  those  issued  by  J.  W. 
Scott  &  Co.,  New  York,  it  was  popular  to  call  the  With  Rays 
design  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  motif  which,  in  retrospect,  may  be 
more  appropriate  than  present  day  terminology. 

1866  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
light  golden  toning.  A  lovely  example . 745 

1866  Rays.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. .  275 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  At  least  10  times 

rarer  than  the  1867  without  rays.,  but  market  val¬ 
ues  do  not  reflect  this.  Add  this  beauty  to  your 
collection  for  only . 895 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  Nice  satiny  surfaces,  all  in 
all  a  lovely  specimen  of  this  elusive  variety.  459 

1867  Rays.  AU-50.  Scarce! . 235 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces.  The  usually  seen  variety  of  this  year. ..  295 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  on  satiny 
pale  golden  surfaces . 295 

1870  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 

scarcer  dates  in  business  strike  form,  thus  plac¬ 
ing  additional  market  pressure  on  a  Proof 
such  as  this . 1,095 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 825 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  At  this  level  a  Mint  State 

coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 


1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 595 

1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1874  Proof-64.  Flashy  lustre  with  light  champagne 

surfaces.  High-quality  Shield  nickels  are  scarcer 
than  generally  appreciated.  It  takes  a  lot  of  look¬ 
ing  for  us  to  find  nice  ones . 575 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive.  575 

1874  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1875  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Incredibly  reflective 

fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A  truly  notable 
specimen  of  this  elusive  date . 1,950 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  The  1875  is  much  scarcer  overall 
in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof  format.  A  find  for  the 
specialist . 595 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Scarce  date!  . 395 

1876  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Centennial  year.  859 
1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Rarer  in  business 

strike  format  than  in  Proof  finish.  A  key  date  with 
lots  of  foundational  value  (for  the  1879  is  valuable 
even  in  well-worn  grades;  ditto  for  1880  and 

1881) .  795 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  low- 

mintage  date . 1,095 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 725 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of  the 

most  popular  of  all  dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 

than  an  equivalent  Proof! . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning.  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 625 

1881  AU-50 . 419 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  595 
1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  A 
delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 


and  prooflike . 535 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 535 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  show  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  toning.  Filled  2  in  date . 329 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 


1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  show  warm  olive  toning  highlights  and  lean 
decidedly  toward  a  business  strike  in  overall  ap¬ 
pearance,  not  such  an  unusual  occurrence  for 

nickel  coinage  of  this  era . 349 

1883  Shield.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  A  satiny  gem  of  exquisite  overall  eye  appeal. 
Sharply  struck  from  lightly  shattered  dies;  both 
sides  exhibit  strong  die  cracks  in  various  locations. 


From  the  final  year  of  the  design  type . 1,450 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 


Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  are  readily  collectible  by  date  for 
the  years  1883-1912. 

While  the  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S  are  elusive,  they 
are  still  within  the  range  of  most  advanced  collectors. 
Lucky  you!  We  have  a  nice  selection  of  specimens  of 
the  scarce  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S! 

(Irrelevant  note:  Your  editor  "collects"  Liberty 
Head  nickels,  and  has  about  200  wom-nearly-smooth 
ones  for  use  in  coin-in-the-slot  electric  "nickelodeon" 
pianos.) 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 295 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  with  light  yellow  surfaces . 79 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light 

golden  surfaces . 49 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Gold  toning.  185 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Cheap 

at  today's  market  level . 595 

1884  EF-40 . 49 

1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  key  Philadelphia 

Mint  Liberty  Head  nickel  of  this  era.  A  lovely 
coin,  a  classic! . 1,025 

1885  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 695 

1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces.  Second  only  to  the  1885  in  its  fame  as  a 
scarce  19th-century  date . 699 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal  with  gun- 

metal-blue  toning . 699 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 575 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  champagne  surfaces. 
Rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof.  Only  occasionally 

do  we  have  one  for  sale . 1,250 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 895 

1886  VF-20 .  249 

1887  Proof -65  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 56? 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 645 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 595 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 595 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 265 

1890  Proof-66.  Brilliant.  An  exceptional  coin . 995 

1890  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1891  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence.  595 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 259 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautifully  toned  in  light 

shades  of  gold . 595 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold  toning.  255 

1893  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned .  765 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  765 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  rose  and  gold 

toning  brushed  across  its  surfaces . 255 
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1894  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  toning. .  475 


1895  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1,025 

1898  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1898  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  attractive  golden 

toning . 850 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning .  595 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces .  199 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy  lustre  with  light  iridescent 

toning . 199 


1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  lightly  toned.  225 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  595 
1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 225 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold  surfaces. .  1 19 

1902  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces  585 
1902  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  and 

blue  surfaces . 585 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rose  and  gold  toning.  225 

1902  MS-63.  Light  golden  surfaces .  1 15 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  1  ight  champagne  surfaces  693 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Attrac¬ 
tive . 225 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  this  publication  we 

have  one  of  the  nicest  selections  of  Proofs  we've 
offered  in  a  long  time.  Nearly  all  are  one-of-a-kind 
in  our  stock . 695 

1904  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  scarce.  Cheap  on 
today's  market,  in  our  opinion . 695 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 225 

1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Proofs 

of  this  era  are  very  elusive,  more  so  than  the  cur¬ 
rent  numismatic  market  recognizes . 595 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 225 

1906  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescence  toning.  Lots 

of  value  here-choice  and  gem  Proofs  of  the  1900s 
are  quite  overlooked  (but  just  try  to  form  a  set 
combining  high  numerical  grade  plus  excellent 
aesthetic  appeal  —  not  easy  to  do!) . 595 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning .  1 15 

1906  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  surfaces 

w'ith  a  hint  of  rose  on  Miss  Liberty . 59 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 225 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  well  struck .  129 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1910  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  often  seen  so 

fine . 595 

1910  MS-65  (ANACS) . 

1910  AU-55 . 59 

1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult  to 

obtain  than  generally  realized . 695 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  225 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  In  our 
opinion,  the  price  is  quite  low  on  this  one.  ...  695 

1912  MS-64  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  a  whisper  of 

golden . 225 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Cartwheel  lustre  and  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 225 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  gold 
and  amber  with  a  hint  of  blue . 225 


1912  AU-58 . 59 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS) . 59 

1912-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

19I2-S  MS-64  (NGC)  Lovely  golden  surfaces.  1,795 
1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  rainbow  toning  over 
satiny  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  specimen . 1,795 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Join  the  rush!  Increasingly,  sophisticated  collec¬ 
tors  have  been  discovering  the  "Buffalo  Nickel 
Section"  of  our  inventor)'! 

For  a  long  time  we  have  made  a  specialty  of  the 
series.  We  love  Buffalo  nickels,  and  our  customers  do, 
too.  You  are  in  luck,  for  we've  been  buying,  and  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  truly  beau¬ 
tiful  and  worthwhile  coins. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  effort  to  acquire  pieces  that  are 
truly  choice.  As  specialists  know,  numerical  grade 


Likes  the 

"Treasure"  Book  Best 

"I  have  read  all  of  the  books  you 
have  ever  written.  My  very  favorite  is 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards. 
First,  reading  it  is  like  nibbling  at 
canapes  and  hors  d'oeuvres  at  a 
party  — I  can  read  one  or  two  stories, 
then  come  back  for  more,  just  as  excit¬ 
ing  as  the  first  time.  Second,  you  have 
done  a  masterful  job  of  combining  first- 
class  numismatic  scholarship  and  re¬ 
search  with  your  obvious  gift  of  pre¬ 
senting  information  in  a  very  appeal¬ 
ing  manner.  You  are  so  lucky  to  have 
such  a  talent.  And,  your  readers  are 
equally  lucky  to  have  you  write  books. 

"If  you  ever  write  a  sequel  to  the 
treasure  book,  I  will  order  a  copy.  1 
look  forward  to  your  'Brother  Jonathan’ 
book  and  also  the  one  you  are  writing 
about  the  1804  dollar." 

-F.J. 

Editor's  note:  Thank  you  for  the 
nice  words.  Concerning  research,  a 
generous  amount  of  credit  has  to  go  to 
the  really  great  staff  here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  as  the  "treasure 
book"  involved  a  lot  of  help  from 
members  of  my  "team."  If  I  had  to  do 
all  of  the  research  myself,  the  book, 
which  was  published  in  1997,  as  you 
know,  still  would  not  be  finished!  Fur¬ 
ther,  quite  a  few  outsiders  made  valu¬ 
able  contributions. 


can  be  one  thing  and  choice  quality  can  be  some¬ 
thing  else  entirely  different.  In  fact,  buying  Buffalo 
nickels  is  one  of  the  least  time-efficient  things  we  do. 
However,  we  carefully  plod  along,  magnifying  glass 
in  hand  to  bring  home  the  nice  ones,  and  you  are  the 
beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els,  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a 
particularly  extensive  selection  -  one  of  the  finest  ever. 
If  you  are  an  advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to 
order  pieces  which  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very 
nice  selection  of  high-quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

If  you  are  buying  based  on  cheap  prices,  there  are 
plenty  of  other  places  to  buy  coins  more  cheaply  (af¬ 
ter  all,  the  pieces  we  reject  have  to  be  sold 
somewhere!). 

Anyway,  we  invite  you  to  "discover"  us.  You'll  be 
delighted. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

golden  surfaces . 129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
surfaces . . . . . 75 

Superb  Matte  Proof  1913  Buffalo  5< 

Type  II 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC)  A  su¬ 
perb.  satinv  gem  Matte  Proof  specimen,  delight- 
fully  toned  in  iridescent  pastel  gold,  rose,  and 
pale  skv  blue.  Highlv  lustrous.  One  of  just  1,514 
Proofs  of  the  date  struck.  Easily  among  the  nic¬ 
est  we  have  ever  seen  of  this  scarce  issue.  In 
fact,  once  you  see  this  piece  vou'Il  wish  all  Proof 
Buffalo  nickels  looked  this  nice!  We  guarantee 
you  will  be  pleased  with  the  quality  of  this  coin 
when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox! . 3,295 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 
strong  strike  for  the  date . 350 

1913  Buffalo.  Tvpe  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  350 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-58 . 25 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  419 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type*  II.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  149 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  An  unbeat¬ 

able  combination  of  rarity,  high  grade,  and  rea¬ 
sonable  price . 595 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  350 

1914- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satinv  and  lustrous  gem 

with  a  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing.  An  important  branch 
mint  issue  when  found  so  fine . 1,625 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1915  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  highlights 

adorn  the  satiny  Matte  Proof  surfaces.  Lustrous. 
An  elusive  issue,  one  of  just  1,050  Proofs  of  the 
date  struck . 1,495 
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1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  matte-like  surfaces. 
Highly  lustrous  with  pale  champagne  iridescence 
on  both  sides.  A  lovely  example  of  a  desirable 

branch  mint  issue . 2,095 

1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rose  and  gold  toning.  559 
1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  splash  of  rose 
iridescence.  Very  elusive  in  this  combination  of 
high  grade  and  aesthetic  quality.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  fairly  strong  details  at  the  bison's 
shoulder  (this  area  is  frequently  found  wanting  in 
detail  on  this  date).  A  splendid  item  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur . 1,150 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 275 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  pale 

blue  and  rose  toning  highlights . 275 

1916  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Attractive  Gem  1916-S  5<t 


191 6-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pale  rose  and 
gold.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly  full  de¬ 
tails  at  the  bison's  shoulder.  A  lustrous  gem.  2,520 
A  bit  of  reiteration:  If  quality  is  important  to  you, 
you've  come  to  the  right  place.  If  you  are  buying  "numbers," 
but  not  specific  quality,  then  there  are  places  to  buy  cheaper 
(after  all,  the  items  we  do  not  buy  have  to  be  sold  by  others). 


1916-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 115 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 199 


Lovely  Gem  1917-D  5<t 


1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  show 
attractive  pale  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date;  not  fully  struck,  but  with  decent 
design  details  present  on  the  reverse.  An  elu¬ 
sive  branch  mint  issue,  particularly  so  in  gem 


Uncirculated . 3,095 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  rainbow  irides¬ 
cence . 845 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 719 


1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  toning. 


A  lovely  piece  that  is  sure  to  please . 719 

1917-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level . 425 

1917-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 

1917-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 


Gem  Mint  State  1917-S  5C 


1917-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  rims,  satiny  silver  gray  toward  the 
centers.  A  lustrous  gem,  nicely  struck  and  ap¬ 
pealing  in  all  respects.  Of  modest  rarity  when 
found  so  fine . 3,250 


Splendid  1918-D  Nickel 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb 
strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest 
for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS-64. 
If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up  in  a 
row,  we  expect  this  specimen  would  be  at  the 
head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find  for  the 

connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  present  at  the  centers,  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  date.  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint 


issue . 1,350 

1918-D  AU-50 .  325 

1918-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 295 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Satiny  golden  gray 
surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  pale  sky  blue.  This 
lovely  near-gem  1919-D  is  one  of  the  nicest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  we  have  offered  in  recent 
memory.  Nicely  struck,  not  full,  but  not  "flat  as 
a  pancake"  as  often  seen  for  the  date.  A  truly  out¬ 
standing  coin  overall,  a  Buffalo  nickel  that  will 
be  displayed  with  pleasure  for  many  years  to 
come . 2,450 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 


High-Quality  1919-S  5< 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  coin  of  especially  choice  quality; 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a 
coin  that  outranks  some  we've  seen  graded  as  MS- 
65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll  really  enjoy  hav¬ 
ing  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection.  .  3,995 


1919-S  EF-45 . 210 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Memorable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  spec¬ 
tacular  iridescent  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights. 
Very  attractive  overall,  nearly  prooflike  in  the 
fields.  A  superb  strike  for  the  date,  with  virtually 
all  details  sharp  and  clear.  A  true  prize!  This  coin 
will  delight  the  connoisseur  and  advanced  nu¬ 
mismatist.  Certainly,  one  of  the  key  issues  to 
completing  a  Buffalo  nickel  set,  particularly  at 
this  grade . 3,995 

1920-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Extremely  lustrous  with  in¬ 
tense  rose  and  gold  iridescence  on  both  sides.  An 
impressive  coin  for  the  assigned  grade . 1,450 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rarity,  but  so  nice 
to  own . 635 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 350 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1923- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 815 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,195 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1925- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  gray  with 

a  touch  of  rose.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date;  not 
quite  sharp,  but  nearly  full  design  detail  is  found 
in  the  areas  that  matter . 1,795 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  and 
sky  blue  toning  on  satiny  surfaces.  While  not  the 
sharpest  strike  you  will  encounter  for  this  date,  it 
is  certainly  well  above  the  quality  typically  of¬ 
fered . 1,795 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with 

just  a  whisper  of  rose  toning.  A  lovely  gem  that 
virtually  guarantees  aesthetic  satisfaction  for  its 
next  owner . 175 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1927- S  EF-45  (PCGS) . 99 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1928- D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  95 
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1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  Nicely 
struck  in  all  areas.  The  fields  have  a  texture  inter¬ 
mediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike,  an  unusual 

feature  for  the  era . 1,295 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  iridescence  on 
satiny  surfaces.  A  lustrous  coin  of  near-gem  qual¬ 
ity.  A  decent  strike  overall,  not  sharp,  but  by  no 


means  weak . 1,295 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGQ.  Brilliant. 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  635 

1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1931- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lovely  gold 
and  rose  toning  on  matte-like  surfaces.  Some  light¬ 
ness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  not  unusual 
for  this  particular  Denver  Mint  product.  It  you  like 
your  Buffalo  nickels  attractively  toned,  this  one  is 


for  you! . 1,295 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS) .  245 


1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Flashy! . 255 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

19.35-1 )  MS  64 , 1  ’(  GS)  Brilliant . 129 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  surfaces . 175 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1935- S  MS-64  (NGC).  I .ustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 85 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 

descent  toning.  Second  and  most  desired  style  of 
the  year  with  "brilliant"  or  "mirror"  (rather  than 
matte)  finish . 1,150 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

193o  MS-05  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1936- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  259 

1930-S/S  Fivaz-Stanton  5C-020.  Repunched  mintmark. 

MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning  295 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  125 

1936-S  MS-64  (I’CGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  850 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-65  (I’CGS).  Brilliant . 59 


1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 125 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1937-D  3-Legged.  VF-30.  Of  evergreen  popularity, 
this  variety  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  set.  349 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  for  your  "type"  set.  We  purchased  a 
small  hoard  of  these,  but  most  are  now  gone. 
However,  as  we  go  to  press  we  can  still  fill  a  few 


orders  for,  each . :. . 75 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (I’CGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 19 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  Overmintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 219 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1942  Type  1  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 95 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 155 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 39 


David  J.  Davis  Writes 


"Some  time  ago  in  an  issue  of  The  Coin 
Collector  1  read  your  comment: 

I  do  not  know  of  anyone  who  has  made 
his  or  her  birth  year  the  sole  focus  of  col¬ 
lecting  by  trying  to  get  one  of  everything 
numismatic  for  a  particular  year  from  all 
over  the  world. 

"You  might  like  to  know  that  was  my 
sole  focus  for  about  six  years  in  the  early 
60s.  When  I  first  visited  Europe  in  1960 
while  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  money  was  tight 
and  I  hadn't  reallv  settled  into  an  area  of 
collecting.  I  thought  while  visiting  the 
various  countries  it  would  be  great  to  try 
and  get  one  of  every  coin  in  the  world 
minted  in  the  year  1938,  my  birth  year. 

"It  was  fun  looking  for  coins  in  foreign 
countries.  There  were  money  exchanges 
everywhere  I  visited  and  other  finds  to  be 
had  from  second-hand  dealers.  I  didn't 
smoke,  but  bought  cigarettes  for  a  dollar  a 
carton  on  board  the  ship,  and  used  them 
for  trading  went  1  went  ashore.  Most  of 
the  time  a  single  package  of  cigarettes  was 
worth  a  dollar  in  trade.  It  wasn't  unusual 
to  get  a  wide  choice  of  old  coins  in  all  met¬ 
als  except  gold  and  tokens  from  dealer 
junk  boxes  for  the  equivalent  of  two  and  a 
half  cents  each. 

"I  accumulated  several  cigar  boxes  of 


interesting  material  this  way.  I  had  my  name 
on  the  mailing  list  when  cruising  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  Sea  and  looked  for  coins  I  needed. 
There  were  a  lot  of  very  small  purchases  going 
through  the  Fleet  Post  Office  during  that  time. 

"As  you  have  often  said,  Dave,  'The 
1960s  were  a  different  times  in  numismatics.' 
I  remember  one  time  a  dealer,  whose  name 
escapes  me,  sent  me  a  1938  set  of  U.S.  coins 
gratis  when  I  told  him  I  was  working  on  a 
birth-date  set.  1  le  said  he  had  been  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  in  World  War  II.  1  still  have  the  set.  1 
can't  remember  how  many  different  coins  1 
ended  up  with  but,  with  the  exception  ot 
gold  issues,  when  I  quit  I  only  needed  about 
12  or  13  coins  to  complete  my  list  of  known 
coins. 

"I  had  some  great  coins,  including  the 
very  rare  1938  Canadian  Specimen  set  1  got  in 
a  Coin  Galleries  auction.  1  never  bought  any 
1938  patterns,  but  did  look  for  and  bought 
medals  and  other  numismatic  items.  1  also 
have  a  few  books  published  in  1938,  includ¬ 
ing  an  encyclopedia  that  1  refer  to  now  and 
then  in  my  library.  I  thought  the  collection 
would  make  a  great  display,  but  1  never  got  it 
well  enough  organized. 

"When  it  became  more  difficult  to  add 
anything  new  and  my  new  love  for  Capped 
Bust  coins  developed,  my  interest  cooled  on 


the  birth-date  collection.  In  the  1970s,  to 
raise  funds  for  bust  coin  purchases,  I  sold 
the  prime  collection  to  the  late  Joe 
Lepczyk.  Most  of  the  better  pieces  went 
into  one  of  his  auctions. 

"Assembling  the  birth-date  set  was  a 
very  educational  experience.  Getting  in¬ 
formation  on  issues  was  tougher  then 
than  it  is  now.  That  was  a  time  when  there 
weren't  as  many  of  the  great  references 
that  are  available  now  in  English.  It  re¬ 
quired  working  with  a  lot  of  different 
dealers,  some  of  them  international,  and 
buying  books  in  other  languages  to  look 
up  mintages  by  date.  The  Yeoman  Broirn 
Bi vk  only  gave  a  range  of  dates  for  differ¬ 
ent  denominations. 

"1  would  recommend  birth-date  col¬ 
lecting  as  a  great  way  to  collect,  and  un¬ 
less  you  are  a  condition  freak  or  born  in  a 
year  that  has  a  lot  of  rarities,  a  nice  set  can 
be  purchased  without  a  large  investment. 
The  specifics  are  fuzzy,  but  1  remember 
making  a  profit  when  I  sold.  Some  of  the 
more  expensive  coins  I  purchased  had  ap¬ 
preciated  during  the  time  I  held  them,  and 
the  money  1  made  selling  the  Canadian 
Specimen  set  more  than  made  up  for 
losses  on  the  inexpensive  coins.  That's 
where  knowledge  can  pay  off." 
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Dave  Bowers  says: 


Here  is  how  our  CPP  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  lik¬ 
ing)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting 
coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each 
coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked 
for  it  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and 
priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We 
guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like 
best:  Morgan  silver  dollars, 

United  States  gold  coins,  Indian 
cents,  commemorative  half  dol¬ 


“You  'll  really  enjoy  belonging  to  our 


lars,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars — 
you  name  it.  You  let  us  know  the 
grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only 
PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw" 
coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will  comply. 

We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only  the 
pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue  will  per¬ 
sonally  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping 
track  of  coins  you  already  have.  Current  CPP 
members  agree  that  personal  service,  quality  of 
coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest 
attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 


. .  .and  here  is  your  invitation  to  join! 


» 


Here  is  what  you  will 
receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will 
grow.  You  and  your  family  will  enjoy  your 
coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and  dis¬ 
play  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  for  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program  members:  Each  coin 
will  be  invoiced  at  a  special  4%  discount  from 
our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality 
coins  and  personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  re¬ 
ceive  our  periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  ho  w  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  or  Janet  at  1-800-222-5993, 
credit  card  in  hand.  Let  them  know  your  col¬ 
lecting  interests,  the  amount  you  would  like  to 
spend  each  month  (minimum:  $100),  and  the 
grades  you  would  like.  Your  First  shipment  of 
beautiful  coins  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before 
you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to 
change  the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly 
payment,  or  the  series  you  collect.  If  you  are 
like  most  of  our  clients,  you’ll  be  a  “happy 
camper”  for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a 
member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
you’ll  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward  to 
having  you  with  us. 


No  continuing  obligation,  just  the  opportunity 
to  build  a  really  beautiful  collection 
by  working  with  Bowers  and  Merena! 


A  note  from  Dave: 


Our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  has  been  in  effect  for 
many  years.  Through  this  con¬ 
venient  service  thousands  of 
collectors  worldwide  have  built 
truly  beautiful  collections  in 
the  specialty  of  their  choice — 
never  paying  more 
than  our  regular 
price,  and  often 
less.  These  collec¬ 
tions  have  ranged 
from  modest  hold¬ 
ings  valued  at  a  few 
thousand  dollars,  to  the  beautiful  Columbia  Collection  of  gold  coins  that 
was  auctioned  by  us  last  year  for  a  seven-figure  price.  After  spending  years 
acquiring  coins  from  us,  the  owner  of  the  Columbia  Collection  consigned 
it  to  us  for  sale  (and  made  a  very  nice  profit,  by  the  way,  although  we  never 
make  a  representation  in  this  regard). 

For  you  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  beckons.  Read  all  about  it  on 


Q.  David  Bowen 


this  page. 


United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 


Half  dimes  are  an  interesting  series,  and  one  that 
is  challenging  to  collect  if  you  use  a  magnifying  glass. 
These  pieces  are  quite  small,  so  thev  cannot  he  col¬ 
lected  otherwise,  except  casually.  However,  through 
the  looking  glass  there  is  a  wealth  of  numismatic  de¬ 
tail  to  be  found,  especially  among  the  issues  in  the 
early  reach  of  the  series,  1794-1805,  and  the  Capped 
Bust  style,  1829-1837. 

Our  offering  of  half  dimes  commences  with  a 
newly  purchased  17%  (from  the  type  set  mentioned 
in  the  introduction  to  this  issue)  and  continues  from 
there. 


Draped  Bust  Half  Dimes 

Sharp  and  Lustrous  1796  Half  Dime 


1796  Normal  Date.  Valentine-1.  Rarity-4+.  AU-53 

(NGC).  Struck  from  an  early  die  state  with  LIB¬ 
ERTY  properly  formed  (see  note  below).  Sharply 
struck  with  considerable  lustre  and  desirable  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  A  few  minor  marks  can  be  seen 
yet  this  is  a  most  attractive  18th-century  type 
coin . 5,695 

Two  varieties  of  the  1796  half  dime  are  known,  the 
Valentine-1  Normal  Date  and  V-2  Overdate.  The  V-l  ob¬ 
verse,  in  its  early  die  state,  has  LIBERTY  properly  formed 
although  the  top  and  bottom  curves  are  verv  weak.  A  third 
is  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  the  LIKERTY  variety  which  is 
actually  a  die  state  of  this  V-l  variety  with  the  dies  lapped, 
therebv  opening  the  top  and  bottom  curves  of  B  so  that  this 
letter  resembles  a  K. 


Important  1797  Half  Dime 
16  Stars  Obverse 


1797 16  Stars.  V-3.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  specimen  of  the  scarce  1796-7  Draped  Bust 
type.  Ideal  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 
set . 4,200 


Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  V-2.  Rarity-4. 1 IBEKTY  variety.  AU-55(PCGS). 
A  brilliant,  beautiful,  and  very  desirable  speci¬ 
men,  purchased  as  part  of  a  fine  type  set.  First 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination 
with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse . 5,995 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 

Gem  Mint  State  1831  Half  Dime 


1831  Capped  Bust.  V-l.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  well-struck  beauty  that  eas¬ 
ily  lives  up  to  the  assigned  grade,  a  gem  half  dime 

that  will  be  a  stand  out  in  any  collection . 3,395 

1831  V-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous . 395 

1833  V-l.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Warmly  toned  in  me¬ 
dium  gold.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed 
dies.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  type  set  or  a  date 

collection . 1,295 

1833  V-l.  MS-63  (PCC  IS)  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whim¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Lots  of  eye 

appeal! .  595 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 219 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date  MS-64 
(NGC).  Incredibly  toned  in  beautiful  rainbow 
colors,  predominantly  reddish  gold,  violet,  and 
blue.  Always  in  demand  for  type  set  purposes. 
This  design  was  made  for  only  two  years  — in 
1837  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  in  1838  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint.  Reverse  rotated  slightly  past 

180" . 1,650 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  mint  lustre. 
From  a  late  die  state  with  extensive  die  crumbling 
along  the  right  side  of  Miss  Liberty's  forearm  and 
leg.  Interesting  die  characteristics  that  are  very 


lightly  mentioned  in  the  literature . v . 1,650 

A  quick  review  of  the  literature  revealed  very  little 
discussion  of  this  die  state  This  surprises  us  as  the  die  crum¬ 
bling  is  verv  extensive  and  can  be  seen  with  the  unaided  eye. 
David  Valentine  treated  this  very  briefly  describing  his  vanet- 
les  V-6,  V -6a,  and  V-6b  He  also  notes  d  le  cracks  on  the  reverse 
that  are  more  advanced  than  with  this  same  reverse  mated  to 
an  1838 obverse  Thus, thiscommusthavebeenstruckin  1838. 
There  is  no  mention  in  any  other  standard  reference,  that  we 
know  of,  regarding  this  variety 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  AU-50. 

Lustrous  with  light  champagne  surfaces . 455 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  . . 695 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64 1  NGC)  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  -  and  a  nice  strike,  too! . 725 

1839  No  Drapery  .  MS-64  iPCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovelv 
specimen . . 725 

1841  MS-64  (NGC)  Nicely  toned  in  gold  and  blue.  439 

1842  MS-64  i  NGC  Brilliant,  satinv  surfaces.  A  really 
choice  specimen  of  this  earlv  Philadelphia  Mint 


Liberty  Seated  half  dime . 649 

1843  MS-64  NGC  i  Brilliant  A  splendid  little  half 

dime,  sparkling  and  lustrous . 649 

1844-0  Small  O.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 435 


THINK  PATTERNS.  REAP  PROFITS. 


Whether  wmi  re  •  Nmotu  letter  or 
imcslnr  this  groundbreaking  guide 
« tit  help  sou  lo  anticipate  %ourvc% 
of  profit  brft'rr  they  develop 
Through  nwv  than  200  case  dmbrv 
telling  diagrams,  and  strategy 
cineucN  Profit  ftavnii  pennies 
all  the  tools  you  will  need  to 
capture  tomorrow  ’%  profit  /ones 

Profit  Pattcmvcnro  the  hui  s 

compjnion  website  -tv  the  online 
home  of  patient  thinking 


~OfTen»  a  powerful  framework  for  making  sense  out  of 
a  complex  and  changing  business  landscape.  I  hope  our 
managers  read  it  and  our  competitors  don’t** 

-John  W  Madman.  ctwtfwwn.  prredtrt  am)  CEO  Triune  Company 


|j|wu  iisncsi 

i  w  )uiawn~»i  i 


Our  eye  caught  the  above  adver¬ 
tisement,  at  first  thinking  it  might 
have  to  do  with  pattern  coins  and  the 
profit  potential  thereof!  However, 
upon  careful  reading  we  found  it  was 
about  business  management.  (Forbes, 
May  17, 1999) 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 475 

1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  ton- 


mg . 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant 

599 

1848  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.. 

. 945 

1849/6  V-l.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 

popular  issue . 1,350 


The  overdate  variety  is  not  described  on  the  NGC 

holder. 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  In 
general,  all  New  Orleans  silver  coins  made  prior 
to  February  1853  are  very  difficult  to  locate  in 
choice  Mint  State . 695 

Wonderful  1853-0  Half  Dime 


1853-0  No  Arrows.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lovely  gold  and 
rose  surfaces.  Among  the  finest  known  with  less 
than  10  coins  eqhal  or  finer.  Struck  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  prior  to  the  weight  reduction 
authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  When 
seen,  which  is  not  very  often,  the  1853-0  No  Ar¬ 
rows  is  apt  to  be  in  a  grade  several  levels  below 


this . 2,550 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Although  the 
weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The  Arrows  design  extended 
to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar  series,  but 
not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar.  The  trime  had  a  lower  intrinsic 
value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  was 
allowed  to  "float"  with  its  melt-down  value  being  more  than  its 
face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  were  mainly  used  as 
bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Orient. 

1853-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny  matte-like 
specimen  with  champagne  toning  highlights  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  Much  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than 
is  commonly  believed,  certainly  many  times  scarcer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart . 1,695 

1853- 0  Arrows.  AU-55 . 159 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  light 

peripheral  toning . 365 

1854- 0  Arrows.  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

light  gold  peripheral  toning . 179 

1855- 0  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 319 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 639 

1857  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1857  AU-50  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  deeply  toned.  115 

1857-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  irides¬ 

cent  golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  mainly  bril¬ 
liant  at  the  reverse  center.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 
on  satiny  surfaces.  Struck  from  noticeably  clashed 
dies.  Elusive  in  all  grades,  rare  so  fine . 1,750 


This  is  one  of  the  most  glaring  die  cutting  errors  of  the 
19th  century.  The  date  was  first  punched  upside  down  and  then 
corrected,  with  little  or  no  attempt  to  efface  the  erroneous 


inverted  date! 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 525 

1858  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 


1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  glittering  Proof  half 
dime  with  deep  mirror  fields  and  lightly 
frosted  devices.  A  whisper  of  rose  graces  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  exhibits  pale  iri¬ 
descent  violet.  A  thoroughly  enjoyable  coin  in 
all  regards . 1,995 

Important  sub-type  with  hollow  star  points  and  a 
differently  configured  Miss  Liberty  (this  die  being  attributed 
to  Anthony  C.  Paquet,  per  conventional  wisdom). 

Elsewhere  in  numismatics  Paquet  is  remembered  not 
only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the  distinctive  reverse 
employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859-0  half  dime  is  of  the  standard 
type  — not  the  Paquet  variation. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly  elusive  in 
Mint  State,  particularly  in  the  high  preservation 
offered  here . 850 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  not  often 
seen . 850 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a  hint 

of  pale  gold  toning.  A  sharply  struck  Civil  War 
issue  from  our  westernmost  coinage  facility.  A  lot 
of  coin  for  the  grade . 1,695 

1864  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  brilliant  cameo 
Proof.  A  scarce  Civil  War  issue . 850 

1864  MS-63.  Attractive  pale  blue  and  silver  gray 
toning  on  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  Struck 
from  clashed  dies.  A  business  strike,  not  a 
Proof,  and  thus  of  great  rarity;  only  48,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  of  the  date  were  produced.  Much 
foundational  value,  as  even  a  well-worn  1864  half 
dime  is  a  numismatic  delicacy.  Don't  miss  this 
opportunity . 1,295 

1864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice  as 

this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 
which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 595 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giving 
way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  at  the  rims.  A 
superb  and  numismatically  memorable  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in  the  half  dime 
series.  Yet  another  half  dime  that  is  highly  re¬ 
garded  at  all  levels  of  preservation.  The  connois¬ 
seur  will  like  this  one . 1,195 

This  Mint  State  1866  half  dime  is  far  rarer  than  an 
equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at  a  premium  by  the  Mint 
and  were  saved  by  numismatists,  while  business  strikes  were 
generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Deep  rose  toning.  Rare  date . 595 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 

half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades . 835 

1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  amber  toning. 
Needle-sharp  strike.  Rarer  at  this  Mint  State  level 
than  an  equivalent  Proof . 750 


1873-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Swan 
song  of  the  half  dime  denomination . 475 

Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  in¬ 
teresting  dimes  from  the  Draped  Bust  style  onward, 
commencing  with  the  earliest  possible  date,  17%,  the 
first  year  of  issue,  and  continuing  to  modern  times. 

Draped  Bust  Dimes 


Brilliant  Mint  State  1796  Dime 


1796  John  Reich-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
traordinary  strike  with  brilliant,  reflective  lustre. 
First  year  of  issue;  an  important  type  coin.  For  the 
variety  specialist,  one  of  six  or  seven  finest  known 
examples  of  this  scarce  variety . 11,950 

Pleasing  1804  Dime 
"$2.50  Reverse" 


1804  JR-2.  Rarity-5. 14  Stars.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Me¬ 
dium  slate  gray  with  some  intermingled  golden 
highlights.  Nice  design  detail  present  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade.  An  exceptionally  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  a  fairly  rare  variety.  Of  added  interest 
and  importance  as  the  identical  reverse  die  used  to 
coin  this  dime  was  used  to  coin  1 804  gold  $2.50  pieces 
as  well . 6,950 


Desirable  1805  Dime 
Four  Berries  Reverse 


1805  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  Four  Berries.  AU-58  (NGC).  Faint 
gold  with  splashes  of  blue  toning.  A  splendid, 
beautiful  coin! . 2,850 

Two  varieties  were  produced.  The  other  variety  has 
five  berries  in  the  reverse  branch. 

1807  JR-1.  VF-30.  An  attractive  example  with  consid¬ 
erable  remaining  lustre.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
From  a  late  die  state  with  extensive  obverse  and 
reverse  clash  marks . 1,050 
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Capped  Bust  Dimes 


Delightful  1814  Large  Date  Dime 


1814  |  R-3.  Rarity-2,  large  Date.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Sharply  struck  with  brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and  a 
trace  of  champagne  toning.  Another  coin  from  the 
memorable  type  set  mentioned  in  the  introduc¬ 
tory  remarks  to  this  issue . 3,650 

Choice  1814  |R-3  Dime 


1814  ) R-3.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-63  (NGC)  Satiny 
silver  gray  surfaces  exhibit  lively  lustre  and  a 
nuance  of  pale  champagne  toning.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies.  Great  overall  quality  for  an  early 

date  dime . 2,195 

1820 JR-8.  Rarity-3.  Large  0  in  Date.  EF-40  (AN ACS). 

Nicely  toned . 319 

1821  JR-6.  Large  Date.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC)  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  lovely  dime . 775 


Desirable  1821  Small  Date  10c 


1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  MS-63  (NGC)  Attractive  sat¬ 
iny  gray  surfaces  display  lively  blue  iridescence  in 
the  protected  areas.  A  desirable  variety,  especially 

in  Mint  State . 2,893 

1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Light  gold  surfaces.  349 
1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E's.  AU-50.  Lustrous  satiny  surface's 
display  rich  rose  toning  at  the  peripheries.  Not  easy 

to  locate  in  this  relatively  high  grade . 635 

1823/2  JR-1.  VF-25  (PCI).  A  nice  original  piece. .  135 


In  Its  Second  Printing! 

If  you  enjoy  San  Francisco  Mint 
coins  and  their  history,  you  must  buy  a 
copy  of  Dave  Bowers'  new  book.  The 
Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 
You'll  find  lots  of  interesting  informa¬ 
tion,  including  comments  by  Mark 
Twain  and,  peripherally,  Bret  Harte. 


1824/2  JR-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces. 

Lustrous  and  very  attractive . 1,850 

1824/2  JR-1.  VF-20  (PCI) . 319 

1825  JR-2.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 325 

1827  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-53.  A  lustrous  pearl  gray 
specimen  with  attractive  rose  and  pale  blue  irides¬ 
cence  present  on  both  sides . 695 

1827  JR-1.  AIF50  (NGC) . 

1828  JR-1.  Small  10  C.  MS-62  (NGC).  Richly  toned 

slate  gray  surfaces  display  golden  iridescence.  A 
pleasing  coin  for  the  grade . 1,695 

1830  JR-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant  with  a 
splash  of  light  gold  toning.  Lustrous,  sharply 
struck,  and  choice  for  the  grade . 1,295 


Gorgeous  Mint  State  1830  Dime 


1830  |R-6.  MS-64 1 NC  iC).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  spei  i 
men  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning. 
Well  struck  in  virtually  every  area  of  the  design, 
a  factor  that  adds  immensely  to  the  overall  appeal. 
In  our  opinion,  our  low  price,  plus  the  aesthetic 
appeal  and  near-gem  status  of  the  coin  add  up  to 
a  substantial  value  (and  no  doubt  a  satisfied  cus¬ 
tomer  as  well!) . 2,750 

1830  JR-6.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 395 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 

blue,  sea  green,  and  orange . 350 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 
struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A  nice  candidate  for 
your  type  set . 995 

1833  JR-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  825 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  trosty 

surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning  around  the 
rims.  At  the  MS-62  level  you'll  have  to  search  tar 
and  wide  to  find  the  equal  of  this . 725 

1834  JR-1.  l  arge  4.  MS-62  (KGS),  Brilliant  725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  nicely  struck  for  the  date . 695 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  nice  original 
piece . 475 

1834  JR-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  %9 

1834  JR-5.  Rarity-6.  AU-55  (NGC)  495 

1835  JR-1.  MS-63  (PCGS)  1  ight  gold  toning.  1,095 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50 .  345 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and 
frosty  near-gem  coin  that  pushes  the  upper  limits 
of  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid 
of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  An  outstanding 
specimen,  no  doubt  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the 


die  variety.  A  true  prize,  virtually  a  must  for  the 
alert  specialist . 2,195 

1835  JR-9.  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning.  The  reflective  fields  con¬ 
trast  nicely  with  the  frosty  devices,  particularly  on 
the  reverse . 775 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC) . 795 

1836  JR-2.  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 945 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-63 

(NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  trace  of  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 1,795 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-62 
(NGC)  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  deep  rose  and  gold 
on  the  reverse.  A  splendid  specimen . 1,695 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-58 
(NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces . 895 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-50 
(ANACS).  Lightlv  toned . 869 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  EF-45 

(ANACS).  Nicely  toned . 635 

1838  Small  Stars.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-64 
(NGC)  Brilliant  centers  with  deep  golden  and 
gray  penpheral  toning.  A  very  nice  coin  (no  pre¬ 
mium  added  for  the  Doubled  Die  feature  which, 
of  course,  lends  interest).  A  lovely  dime! ...  1,895 

1838-0  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  EF-45  (NGC) 
Nicely  toned.  Scarce  and  interesting  type;  the 
only  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  the  without- 


stars  style . 735 

1838  Large  Stars.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1838  Large  Stars.  MS-62  |KGS|  Brilliant  595 

1838  Large  Stars  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-55.  Dou¬ 
bling  plainest  at  D  of  DIME . 195 


Satiny  Mint  State  1842-0  10c 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  specimen 
with  lively  golden  toning  on  golden  gray  surfaces. 
Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design.  A  rarity  in 
Mint  State.  Early  New  Orleans  Mint  dimes  are  al¬ 
ways  popular  with  today's  collectors,  especially 
when  so  finely  preserved  (they  also  represent  the 
only  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  denomination 
prior  to  1856).  An  opportunity  to  obtain  quality  and 

value  with  one  phone  call! . 3,650 

1842-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  at  the  AU  level. ...  1,195 
1847  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  nu¬ 
ance  of  pale  golden  toning.  Somewhat  prooflike. 
Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  a  popular  Philadelphia  Mint  issue, 
one  that  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State  (although 
this  is  not  widely  known).  Tops  of  date  numerals 
touch  rock . 1,950 
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1848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1849  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 495 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
splash  of  rose  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  popular  type 

coin  in  any  season . 1,295 

Struck  from  clashed  dies.  A  die  crack  connects  the  date 
and  most  of  the  obverse  stars. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with 
a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  lovely  coin  overall.  ..  1,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Superb  lustre  on  satiny 
surfaces.  Plenty  of  eye  appeal  and  a  splash  of  gold 
present  as  well . 1,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  high¬ 
lights  on  lustrous  surfaces . 1,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1854  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  toning . 159 

1858  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 385 

1859  AU-50.  Brilliant . 159 

1859-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

"sleeper"  date  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  espe¬ 
cially  so  in  Mint  State . 535 

1859-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 295 

1863- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Scarce 

in  all  high  grades  as  such  pieces  were  not 
numismatically  noticed  during  their  era . 575 

1864  AU-55.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of 
all  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  dates.  ...  819 

1864- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtually  no  one  (per¬ 
haps  absolutely  no  one)  collected  S-Mint  coins  at 
the  time!  This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain 
westerners  began  to  pay  attention  to  their  own 
coins.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in 
our  inventory —  quite  a  telling  statement  as  we 
believe  we  have  handled  just  as  many  rare  coins 
as  almost  anyone,  past  or  present.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date.  The  specialist  will  truly  appreciate 


this  opportunity . 1,650 

1865-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brown  and  gray  surfaces.  High 
quality  for  an  issue  which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be 
in  significantly  lower  grades  than  this . 795 


1866  Dime  Rarity 


1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  so  fine.  Far 

rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof.  An  exciting  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,350 

1867  EF-45  (ANACS).  A  well-known,  low-mintage 

date.  Indeed,  the  lowest  production  figure  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series  (only  6,000  business 
strikes  were  coined)  and  one  of  the  lowest  dime 
mintages  of  any  type  from  1796  to  the  present. 
Typically  when  we  offer  an  example  of  this  date, 
more  often  than  not  it  is  a  Proof!  Business  strikes 
are  very  rare . 1,150 


1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1872-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  rose, 

blue  and  gold  toning . 465 

1873  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 375 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  and 

light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you'll 
ever  see  at  the  AU  grade  level . 350 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 1,195 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  950 
1874  Arrows  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 950 

1876-CC  MS-64.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 
light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Struck  from  rusted 
dies,  not  an  unusual  happenstance  for  this  date.  A 
splendid  specimen  struck  on  the  downside  of  the 
glory  years  of  the  Comstock  Lode.  Consider  add¬ 
ing  this  CC  coin  to  your  type  set . 465 

1876-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant  centers  with  light  amber 
peripheral  toning . 285 

1876- CC  AU-58 . 135 

1877- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1877-CC  AU-58 . 135 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. .  825 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1880  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 595 

1880  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  low-mintage 

date . 595 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Wonderfully  toned  in  rose, 

magenta,  and  blue . 695 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  common 
date  in  rather  uncommon  (for  this  date)  grade.  As 
such,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-level  coin 
for  your  type  set  at  just  a  fraction  of  what  you 
would  have  to  pay  for  a  rarity  (such  as  an  early  S- 


Mint  dime)  in  comparable  grade . 1,095 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 875 


Quality! 

It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and 
you  should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first 
cost  is  your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never 
goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  Galleries  we  have  been  delivering 
quality  coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums  ever  since  we  started  busi¬ 
ness  in  1953,  and  in  the  process  have 
built  what  is  probably  America's  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is 
filled  with  many  interesting,  choice, 
and  rare  coins.  Enjoy  our  selections, 
then  get  set  to  enjoy  the  ownership  of 
the  pieces  you  choose. 


1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

Mint  State  1886-S  10<  Rarity 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just 
a  whisper  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck.  A 
near-gem  coin  in  all  respects.  A  notable  branch 
mint  rarity,  many  times  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  its 
fairly  sizable  mintage  (206,524  pieces)  indicates.  It 
may  be  some  time  before  we  are  able  to  offer  a 


comparable  specimen  of  this  date! . 5,295 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 


Barber  Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  quite  a  few 
scarce  and  rare  pieces  in  the  Barber  dime  series.  The 
elusive  1895-0  (in  particular),  and  1896-S  come  to 
mind  as  do  a  few  others  — as  well  as  many  at  more 
popular  price  levels. 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 995 

1893-0  VF-25 . 129 

1893-0  VF-20 . 119 

1893-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  peripheral  toning . 619 

Wonderful  Proof  1894  Dime 


1894  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  lovelv  cameo  Proof  with  full 
reflective  brilliance.  Sharply  struck  with  superb 


aesthetic  appeal . 2,975 

1894  MS-60 .  295 

1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 
in  the  Barber  dime  series.  Only  rarely  do  we  have 
an  example  in  this  grade  to  offer  for  sale.  ..  1,995 

1894-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 725 

1894-0  EF-40+.  Brilliant . 359 


Important  1895-0  Dime  Rarity' 


1895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  gold  and  magenta  peripheral  toning.  Aside 
from  the  1894-S  rarity,  the  1895-0  is  the  kev  to  the 
Barber  dime  series .  2,850 
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i  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

J.W.  Scott,  Stamp  and  Coin  Dealer: 

Random  Notes  and  Sidelights 


The  Scott  Tradition 

The  name  of  John  Walter  Scott,  usu¬ 
ally  in  print  as  J.W.  Scott,  is  well-known  to 
coin  and  stamp  collectors,  particularly  the 
latter  as  Scott  catalogue  numbers  are  still 
used  by  philatelists.  Indeed,  his  name  lives 
on  as  part  of  Scott  Publications,  a  subsid¬ 
iary  of  Amos  Press  (publishers  of  Coin 
World  and  owners  of  the  ANACS  grading 
service). 

In  the  numismatic 
hobby,  in  1971  and  again  in 
1976,  Scott's  Comprehensive 
Encyclopedia  and  Catalogue 
ofU.S.  Coins  appeared  as  a 
challenger  to  the  evergreen 
Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins.  Don  Taxay  was  the 
compiler  of  the  1971  ver¬ 
sion.  The  1976  edition  bore 
the  names  of  Joseph  Rose 
and  H.  Hazelcorn,  but  was 
essentially  an  updating  of 
the  1971  book.  At  the  time 
the  much-liked  Standard 
Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coins,  pro¬ 
duced  in  many  editions  bv 
Wayte  Raymond  from  the 
1930s  onward,  and  last  issued  in  1957 
(with  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  as  editor)  was  fast 
becoming  just  a  fond  memory  for  old-tim¬ 
ers  in  the  hobby  and  was  unknown  to 
newcomers. 

Don  Taxay 

Enter  Don  Taxay,  a  rapidly  rising  star 
in  the  numismatic  firmament.  Don  en¬ 
tered  the  hobby  in  the  1950s,  and  in  1958 
was  manager  of  the  Coin  Department  in  a 
leased  boutique  at  the  Jordan  Marsh  de¬ 
partment  store  in  Boston.  (Jordan  Marsh, 
which  in  the  1860s  furnished  uniforms  for 
Union  soldiers,  "disappeared"  only  a 
couple  years  ago  when  it  was  absorbed  by 


Macy's.)  Although  1  do  not  know,  1  sus¬ 
pect  that  the  Coin  Department  was  one  of 
more  than  two  dozen  operated  in  various 
cities  at  the  time  under  the  aegis  of  broth¬ 
ers  Robert  and  Jack  Fried  berg,  whose 
trade  styles  included  the  Coin  and  Cur¬ 
rency  Institute. 

New  Netherlands 

In  1962,  Don  Taxay  joined  the  staff  of 
the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company.  At 

the  time.  New 
Netherlands  was 
the  focus  for  nu¬ 
mismatists  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  techni¬ 
cal  information 
and  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  buy  rare 
coins.  Then,  as 
now,  most  rare 
coin  companies 
were  coin  mer¬ 
chants  first,  fore¬ 
most,  and  exclu¬ 
sively.  New  Neth¬ 
erlands  had  been 
formed  in  1936  bv 
Morit/  Wormser,  a  collector  who  among 
other  distinctions  served  a  record  five  one- 
year  terms  as  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  Moritz's  two 
sons,  Charles  and  Sam,  assisted,  and  David 
M.  Bullowa  was  an  employee.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  24, 1940,  the  firm  held  its  first  auction, 
w'hich  was  in  the  same  year  that  Abe 
Kosoff  held  his  first  auction. 

The  "glory  days"  of  New  Netherlands 
began  in  November  1950,  by  which  time  the 
company  was  operated  by  Charles  M. 
Wormser.  Charles,  a  gentleman  with  a  de¬ 
gree  from  Yale,  enjoyed  numismatics  in  the 
old-time  sense,  particularly  older,  classic  is¬ 
sues.  How'ever,  the  mainstream  of  buying. 


selling,  and  advertising  American  coins  was 
not  his  cup  of  tea.  Enter  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  at 
this  time.  John,  w  hose  interests  in  research 
and  writing  are  very  deep,  became  an  associ¬ 
ate  in  the  firm,  and  soon  directed  its  policies. 
In  the  summer  of  1952  the  ANA  Convention 
Sale  catalogue,  which  included  a  section 
written  by  Ford,  broke  new  ground  in  nu¬ 
mismatics.  Thus  was  the  first  highly-detailed 
presentation  of  ram  coins  for  sale  in  which 
virtually  ever)'  lot  had  a  description  giving 
something  besides  date,  mintmark,  variety, 
and  grade. 

In  the  1950s,  the  lime-green  office  of 
New  Netherlands  was  a  Mecca  for  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  cognoscenti,  who  beat  a  path  to 
the  translucent  glass  entry  door  (after  tak¬ 
ing  a  somewhat  antiquated  elevator  for  an 
ascent).  Upon  arrival,  the  visitor  w'ould  of¬ 
ten  be  greeted  bv  Charles  Wormser.  John 
Ford  usuallv  “hid"  in  the  back,  at  his  desk, 
where  he  was  busv  cataloguing  (the 
present  w  riter  can  appreciate  this).  In  the 
1^50s  and  19t>0s,  New  Netherlands  had 
several  other  luminaries  on  the  staff  at  one 
time  or  another.  Such  names  as  Walter 
Breen  and  Jon  Hanson  are  memorable,  as  is 
the  aforementioned  Don  Taxay. 

Don  Taxay  (Again) 

In  June  19b4,  The  Numismatist  carried 
this  item: 

Don  Taxay,  formerly  with  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company,  has  been 
appointed  curator  of  the  Chase  Manhat¬ 
tan  Bank  Money  Museum,  according  to 
a  statement  issued  bv  the  bank.  He  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  museum's  collection 
and  exhibit  program.  A  native  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  Taxay  has  specialized  in  counter¬ 
feit  and  other  unofficial  coins  about 
w'hich  he  has  written  a  book  and  several 
articles.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  New 
York  City. 
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Don  was  a  fine  fellow,  was  liked  by  all, 
and  he  enjoyed  his  new  curatorial  duties. 
As  events  would  prove,  the  era  in  which  a 
bank  could  afford  the  luxury  of  operating  a 
museum  were  numbered.  The  world  of 
American  finance  and  publicly  traded  secu¬ 
rities  demanded  that  efforts  be  concentrated 
on  the  bottom  line  of  the  financial  state¬ 
ment.  In  time,  the  art  collections  of  various 
companies  and  other  elegant  touches  were 
sold  under  the  auctioneer's  hammer.  Today, 
a  company  listed  on  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  would  have  a  devil  of  a  time  ex¬ 
plaining  that  it  wanted  to  enlighten  and  in¬ 
form  the  public  by  forming  and  exhibiting 
rare  coins,  rare  stamps,  art,  or  just  about 
anything  else.  (Of  course,  all  of  us  nonstock¬ 
holders  who  enjoy  the  outreach  of  a  given 
company  lose  by  such  corporate  thinking.) 
Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  I  often 
do  "financially  stupid"  things  such  as  writ¬ 
ing  books  on  obscure  and  arcane  topics,  but, 
then,  I  do  not  have  thousands  of  stockhold¬ 
ers  to  whom  I  must  account.  Meanwhile,  I 
have  a  really  good  time,  and  I  think  our  cli¬ 
ents  do,  too.  Anyway,  back  in  the  1970s  the 
Chase  Manhattan  Bank  Money  Museum 
was  deemed  as  being  unnecessary  to  cur¬ 
rent  corporate  planning,  it  was  shut  down, 
Don  Taxay  had  to  find  a  new  job,  and  the 
coins  and  other  items  were  donated  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  and  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

In  the  1960s  Don  was  a  fine 
friend  of  the  present  writer,  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.,  Walter  Breen,  Harry  J. 
Forman,  and  others,  all  of  whom 
encouraged  his  interest  in  numis¬ 
matic  research.  His  efforts  were  at 
once  intense  and  excellent,  with  his 
U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage  book,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1966,  remaining  today  as  a 
foundation  stone  in  any  serious  nu¬ 
mismatic  library. 

In  the  summer  of  1969  he  signed 
on  the  staff  of  the  newly  formed 
Harmer,  Rooke  Numismatists,  Ltd., 

New  York  City,  a  branch  of  a  stamp 
company  said  by  themselves  to 
have  been  founded  in  1903.  A  few 
years  later  he  joined  Harry  J. 

Forman  and  Ruth  Bauer,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  the  formation  of  Forman, 
Taxay  and  Associates,  "a  numismatic  firm 


specializing  in  public  auctions  and  invest¬ 
ment  portfolios."  The  new  firm  did  not 
operate  for  very  long,  and  in  due  course 
Don  Taxay  left  to  pursue  personal  inter¬ 
ests.  Since  that  time  he  has  not  been  in¬ 
volved  in  numismatics  in  a  public  way, 
although  his  re-appearance  would  cer¬ 
tainly  by  welcomed  by  everyone. 

Thanks  to  Don,  the  Scott  name  reap¬ 
peared  in  numismatics  in  1971  through  the 
aforementioned  Scott's  Comprehensive  Ency¬ 
clopedia  and  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coins. 

The  Early  Years  of  J.W.  Scott 

Returning  to  J.W.  Scott,  his  setting  is 
one  of  prominence  from  the  1860s  onward. 
In  1867  he  had  a  shop  at  34  Liberty  Street 
in  lower  New  York  City,  at  that  time  the 
center  of  society  and  commerce.  What  his 
first  efforts  with  coins  were,  the  writer  does 
not  know.  He  seems  to  have  been  most 
prominent  in  stamps. 

Just  the  other  day  we  came  across  an 
interesting  article  by  Dr.  John  Nunes,  "Phi¬ 
lately:  An  Urge  to  Collect  Color  Paper  Tax 
or  Service  Receipts,"  in  the  Winter  1998  is¬ 
sue  of  Ephemera  Neivs.  He  noted  that  in  the 
days  before  official  government  stamps  be¬ 
came  widely  popular,  there  were  many  pri¬ 
vate  "posts"  or  issuers  of  stamps.  Then  this: 

What  was  spawned  in  the  1836  to 
1861  time  frame  would  provide  good 
and  bad  news  for  stamp  collectors.  The 


First  editions  of  Scott  postage  stamp  catalogues 
from  the  Armand  Cliampa  Library  Collection  - 
Part  III,  sold  by  us  in  1995. 
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good  news  was  that  in  the  early  days  of 
stamp  collecting  many  issues  of  the  local 
post  were  produced.  Stamp  albums  in¬ 
cluded  pages  for  the  locals  that  were 
profusely  illustrated  with  cuts.  Similarly, 
stamp  catalogues  listed  and  illustrated 
the  locals.  By  the  mid-1860s  demand  ex¬ 
ceeded  supply  and  the  locals  became 
highly  sought  after.... 

Facsimiles,  forgeries,  bogus,  and 
counterfeits  began  to  appear  to  fill  the 
need  and  these  unethical  practices  snow¬ 
balled,  producing  a  wealth  of  forged  and 
bogus  material,  that  exist  today....  One 
of  the  last  but  not  least  of  these  contribu¬ 
tors  to  local  collecting  was  John  Walter 
Scott  from  England.  When  he  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1863,  he  started  one 
of  the  largest  stamp  and  coin  businesses 
in  the  world.  In  his  catalogues,  Scott  il¬ 
lustrated  all  the  locals  with  cuts  that  in 
turn  were  used  to  produce  forgeries. 
There  is  a  Scott  forgery  for  every  type  of 
the  stamps  of  the  real  U.S.  private  posts. 

Whether  Scott  was  an  out-and-out 
forger  of  stamps,  or  whether  the  impres¬ 
sions  were  sold  as  novelties  and  described 
as  copies,  the  writer  does  not  know.  We  are 
reminded  of  F.  Trifet,  a  Boston  stamp 
dealer  who  in  the  early  1860s  published 
and  sold  counterfeits  of  stamps,  but  who 
later  "got  religion,"  said  that  he  had  re¬ 
formed  (but  said  nothing  about  making 
good  any  losses  anyone  had  sustained), 
and  for  a  time  thereafter  published  a 
magazine  about  stamps  and  coins. 

Scott  in  the  Coin  Business 

In  1871,  having  moved  to  75  & 
77  Nassau  Street,  Scott  issued  the 
ambitiously  titled.  Coin  Priced  Cata¬ 
logue  Showing  the  Fictitious  Value  of 
All  American  Coin,  Prepared  for  the 
Use  of  Collectors,  Brokers,  and  Store¬ 
keepers.  From  this  beginning  a 
long  line  of  Scott  catalogues 
was  produced.  For  a  long  time 
he  traded  as  the  Scott  Stamp  & 
Coin  Co.  This  company  was  sold  to  the 
Caiman  brothers,  who  continued  to  op¬ 
erate  it  under  that  name.  In  1889,  John 
Walter  Scott  dipped  his  business  oars  back 
into  the  water  and  formed  a  new  company 
called  J.W.  Scott  Co.,  Ltd. 
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Perhaps  the  most  serious  and  impor¬ 
tant  publications  to  appear  under  Scott's 
imprint  were  the  issues  of  The  Coin 
Collector's  Journal  published  in  13  volumes 
from  1875  through  1888.  Today,  these  are 
highly-prized  collectors'  items. 

In  1876  Scott  sold  coins  and  stamps  at 
the  Centennial  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia. 

J.W.  Scott  handled  many  rare  coins  in 
his  time,  including  the  discovery  specimen 
of  the  so-called  1793  Strawberry  Leaf  or 
Clover  Leaf  cent.  This  item  was  part  of  a 
publication  dated  October  23-24,  1877,  and 
titled  Catalogue  of  a  Fine  Col-  ■ 
lection  of  Gold,  Silver  &  Copper 
Coins  and  a  Very  Complete  Col¬ 
lection  of  Centennial  Medals. 

Ed.  Frossard,  a  competitor 
who  at  the  same  time  was 
one  of  several  self-appointed 
arbiters  of  what  was  right 
and  wrong  in  numismatics, 
seemingly  expected  better  of 
Scott  in  this  catalogue,  and 
per  a  description  of  a  copy  of 
the  work,  catalogued  bv 
Charles  Davis  for  our 
Armand  Champa  Library 
Sale  (Sale  III,  Lot  2566),  called 
the  Scott  offering  of  little  nu¬ 
mismatic  importance,  and  for  good 
measure  noted: 

There  is  no  method  in  the  ar¬ 
rangement,  the  descriptions  are  for 
the  better  part  crude,  and  mostly 
faulty,  especially  in  the  estimates  of  de¬ 
gree  of  preservation,  most  of  the  silver 
looking  as  if  it  had  been  polished  or  bur¬ 
nished....  The  work  of  a  numismatist  is 
the  result  of  close  and  undisturbed  ap¬ 
plication,  attention,  and  training;  it  can 
never  be  satisfactorily  accomplished  by 
hurried  consultations  with  chance  visi¬ 
tors  during  the  bustle  and  hurrv  inciden¬ 
tal  to  a  miscellaneous  publishing  busi¬ 
ness  and  the  retailing  of  postage  stamps. 

In  1879,  Scott  acquired  the  reverse  die 
for  the  1861  Confederate  States  of  America 
pattern  half  dollar,  from  which  onlv  four 
original  coins  had  been  struck.  To  make 
examples  of  what,  essentially,  was  a  non¬ 
collectible  coin  available  to  collectors,  he 
hit  upon  the  brilliant  idea  (truly)  of  fishing 
500 1861-dated  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 


from  general  circulation,  grinding  off  the 
reverse  of  each  ("drilling"  off  the  reverse  is 
the  term  he  used),  and  impressing  the 
blank  area  with  the  1861  C.S.A.  die.  The 
obverse  of  each  1861  half  dollar  was  placed 
on  a  soft  surface,  possibly  a  leather  pad, 
which  prevented  it  from  being  completely 
flattened  during  the  process  of  striking 
with  the  C.S.A.  reverse  die. 

Later  Scott  Activities 

In  1893,  not  one,  but  two  concessions 
bearing  the  Scott  name  were  set  up  and  of¬ 
fered  coins  for  sale  at 
the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition  in  Chicago. 
This  world's  fair  had 
more  razzle-dazzle 
than  any  other  up  to 
this  point  and  was,  of 
course,  the  reason  for 
the  issuance  of 
America's  first  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  half 
dollars  dated  1892 
(when  the  fair  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  opened) 
and  1893  (when  the 
gates  were  actually 
thrown  open  to  the 
general  public). 

In  January  1895,  as  part 
of  his  series  in  The  Numisma¬ 
tist,  "A  Tour  Among  the  Coin 
Dealers,"  by  Augustus  G. 

Heaton  (another  self-appointed  ar¬ 
biter  of  numismatic  morality,  etc.,  but  a 
highly  qualified  scholar),  noted  that  the 
J.W.  Scott  Company,  a  similar  name  to  the 
Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company,  but  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ownership  and  management,  occu¬ 
pied  a  lower  floor  in  premises  on  John 
Street,  New  York  City.  Scott  himself  and  a 
number  of  clerks  were  busilv  engaged  in 
the  stamp  trade.  However,  "coins,  those 
subordinate,  receive  considerable  attention 
and  very  choice  pieces  of  all  kinds  are  fre¬ 
quently  to  be  found." 

However,  even  though  J.W.  Scott  may 
have  had  some  "very  choice  pieces,"  he 
was  not  prominent  in  the  retailing  or  auc¬ 
tioning  of  rarities,  although  he  did  sell 
many  lower  value  items.  In  the  meantime, 
several  catalogues  bearing  his  name  were 
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issued  with  engravings  illustrating  various 
United  States  and  world  coins  and  sug¬ 
gesting  values.  For  a  long  time,  these  were 
the  only  widely-distributed  price  guides  in 
print. 

In  The  Numismatist  in  November  1902, 
Albert  R.  Frey  gave  a  point  of  correction 
concerning  the  famous  gold  and  silver 
price  guide,  and  the  separate  copper  and 
nickel  catalogue,  each  sold  over  a  period  of 
years  by  J.W.  Scott  &  Company.  "The  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  younger  collectors  imagine 
that  Mr.  J.W.  Scott  was  the  compiler  of 
these  works.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however, 
they  were  both  made  by  Mr.  Lyman  H. 
Low,  and  Mr.  Scott  acted  only  as  the  pub¬ 
lisher." 

In  1906,  numismatic  showman  Farran 
Zerbe  visited  J.W.  Scott  in  New  York  Citv. 
Upon  being  asked  for  details  of  the  restriking 
of  the  1879  Confederate  half  dollar,  Scott  dis¬ 
claimed  anv  memorv  relating  to  the  event, 
except  that  he  recalled  the  original  die  was 
defaced,  but  did  not  remember  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  it.  Most  probably,  much  of  the  re¬ 
striking  activity  and  publicity  was  assigned 
at  the  time  to  David  U.  ’roskev,  a  Scott  em- 
plovee  who  later  achie.ed  his  own  promi¬ 
nence  in  numismatics  (but  not  without  his 
detractors;  Ed.  Frossard  suggested  that  Pros- 
kev  had  an  "India  rubber  conscience"). 

Bv  late  1916,  the  J.W.  Scott  Co.,  Ltd., 
36  John  Street,  New  York  Citv,  had 
changed  hands  and  was  now  owned  bv 
J.F.  Handshaw,  as  evidenced  bv  an  adver¬ 
tisement  placed  in  the  autumn  of  that  vear. 

Scott  had  onlv  a  few  more  vears  to 
live.  In  Februarv  1919,  The  Numismatist  in¬ 
cluded  this: 

John  Walter  Scott,  whose  name  was 
a  familiar  one  to  all  coin  and  stamp  col¬ 
lectors  in  the  United  States  for  manv 
years,  died  at  his  home  in  New  York  City 
on  January  4, 1919,  in  the  74th  year  of  his 
age. 

We  are  indebted  to  his  son,  Walter 
L.  Scott,  of  New  York,  for  the  following 
details  of  his  long  career  as  a  collector 
and  dealer. 

He  was  born  in  London,  Novem¬ 
ber  2, 1845,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1863.  He  immediately  engaged  in  the 
coin  and  stamp  business  in  New  York, 
and  after  about  a  vear  he  heard  the  call 
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of  the  gold  fields  and  went  to  California. 

He  was  not  as  successful  as  he  had 
hoped,  and  shortly  afterward  returned 
to  New  York,  where  he  organized  the 
firm  of  J.W.  Scott  Co.  at  34  Liberty  Street 
and  re-engaged  in  the  coin  and  stamp 
business.  About  1884  he  sold  out  the 
business,  and  the  new  firm  became 
known  as  the  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 
Unsuccessful  financial  ventures  made  it 
necessary  to  resume  business,  and  in 
1889  he  organized  the  firm  of  J.W.  Scott 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  dealers  in  coins  and  stamps, 
and  continued  as  active  head  of  the  firm 
until  1917,  when  he  sold  his  belongings 
to  J.E.  Handshaw.  He  is  survived  by  a 
widow  and  five  children. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  more 
about  Scott's  venture  in  California,  espe¬ 
cially  as  by  1863  the  era  of  the  single  miner 
had  just  about  ended,  and  most  gold  ex¬ 
ploration  and  recovery  was  being  per¬ 
formed  by  large  companies.  A  quick  peek 
at  Langley's  1864  Directory  for  San  Francisco 
reveals  a  number  of  "Scott"  listings,  but 
whether  any  of  these  had  anything  to  do 
with  our  Scott  has  not  been  checked. 
Samples: 


John  Scott.  Assayer  and  metallur¬ 
gist,  office  604  Merchant,  corner  Mont¬ 
gomery.  Dwells  at  919  Pacific  Street. 

Scott  Mining  &  Exploring  Co.  Of¬ 
fice  at  northeast  corner  of  Montgomery 
and  Jackson  streets. 

In  1921,  old-timer  Henry  Russell  Drowne 
recalled  in  an  article  in  The  Numismatist: 

Mr.  John  W.  Scott  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  figure  in  the  stamp 
and  coin  business  in  New  York  City.  His 
fine  catalogues  were  considered  author¬ 
ity,  and  his  store  on  John  Street  was  well 
known.  Years  ago  he  occasionally  had 
sales  at  Leavitt's,  but  most  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  was  done  in  his  store.  I  remember 
his  having  a  very  fine  collection  of  colo¬ 
nial  and  Continental  notes,  in  which  he 
was  much  interested. 

Scott's  Numismatic  Legacy 

Today,  collectors  of  out-of-print  numis¬ 
matic  catalogues  can  choose  from  69  auc¬ 
tions  conducted  by  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 
when  John  himself  was  at  its  helm,  plus  154 
later  ones  arranged  by  the  Caiman  brothers 
and  various  cataloguers.  The  phoenix  firm, 
J.W.  Scott  Co.,  Ltd.,  which  took  first  flight  in 


1889  under  Scott,  published  a  further  98 
sales.  Today,  although  the  desirability  of 
anything  is  in  the  eye  and  mind  of  those  con¬ 
templating  it,  most  numismatic  scholars 
consider  the  various  Scott  catalogues  to  be 
of  secondary  importance.  However,  when 
John  W.  Adams  surveyed  this  vast  output  in 
connection  with  his  1982  reference  book  on 
the  subject,  United  States  Numismatic  Litera¬ 
ture.  Volume  I.  Nineteenth  Century  Auction 
Catalogs  (under  the  imprint  of  George 
Frederick  Kolbe  Publications),  he  selected 
50  Scott  catalogues  as  having  notable  nu¬ 
mismatic  content.  Certain  of  these  were 
catalogued  by  the  aforementioned  David  U. 
Proskey  and,  separately,  Lyman  H.  Low, 
both  of  whom  were  highly  regarded  for 
their  knowledge. 

Scott's  priced  Standard  Catalogues  of 
the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  cen¬ 
turies  are  somewhat  scarce,  but  hardly  ex¬ 
pensive  as  demand  is  small.  Most  are 
printed  on  cheap  paper,  with  those  of  the 
1890s  on  the  sulfur-content  paper  of  that 
era  which  resulted  in  chipping  and  deterio¬ 
ration.  No  doubt,  the  formation  of  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  editions  and  variations  would 
be  a  daunting  challenge. 


Modern  Mystery  at  Sea 


A  recent  issue  of  the  International  Herald 
Tribune  included  an  article  by  Nicholas  D. 
Kristof,  here  quoted  in  part: 

TOKYO— Japanese  patrol  boats  and  air¬ 
craft  spotted  and  chased  two  vessels  with  false 
markings  on  Tuesday  and  then  fired  warning 
shots  in  an  attempt  to  force  them  to  stop.  The 
authorities  said  it  was  the  first  time  in  46  years 
that  Japan  had  fired  warning  shots  and  the 
first  time  in  the  postwar  era  that  Japan  had 
sent  destroyers  to  chase  suspicious  vessels. 

Prime  Minister  Keizo  Obuchi  convened 
an  emergency  meeting  of  key  cabinet  offi¬ 
cials  at  his  residence  Tuesday  night  as  Japa¬ 
nese  ships  and  planes  continued  to  pursue 
the  two  mysterious  vessels... 

This  brought  to  mind  a  very  curious 
incident,  which  will  be  among  the  many 
curious  incidents  in  our  forthcoming  book, 
A  Romantic  Adventure:  Edmund  Roberts  and 
the  Famous  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804.  The 


theme  of  the  book  is  the  1804  silver  dol¬ 
lar,  and  how  the  first  examples  were  per¬ 
sonally  delivered  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat 
and  the  King  of  Siam  by  special  envoy 
Edmund  Roberts  (plus  many  other 
things,  including  over  125  biographies  of 
collectors,  dealers,  and  others  who  have 
been  involved  with  1804  dollars  over  the 
years).  Quite  a  bit  will  be  related  in  the 
book  about  unusual  happenings  at  sea 
aboard  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

In  one  instance  — and  we  are  not  kid¬ 
ding- the  U.S.S.  Potomac,  a  large  warship 
with  a  crew  of  500,  seeking  to  invade  the 
little  town  of  Quallah  Battoo,  in  Sumatra, 
decided  to  do  this  in  disguise.  The  can¬ 
nons  were  retracted  from  their  open 
ports,  the  openings  were  closed  over,  and 
parts  of  the  ship  were  painted  white  on 
the  outside.  The  sails  and  rigging  were 
adjusted,  the  crewmen  were  fitted  out 


with  blue  and  red  outfits,  and  for  all 
practical  purposes  the  Potomac  was  not  a 
warship,  but,  instead,  became  an  East 
India  trading  vessel. 

We'll  save  the  best  for  the  book,  but 
we  will  mention  that  over  200  Ameri¬ 
can  crewmen  went  ashore,  dressed  in 
their  colorful  outfits,  and  burned  and 
laid  waste  to  the  town,  killing  many  in¬ 
nocent  residents.  One  Navy  man  was 
seen  about  to  shoot  a  local  female  citi¬ 
zen,  who  hadn't  done  anything  other 
than  live  in  the  village.  When  a  protest 
was  mounted  by  a  fellow  sailor,  he 
blithely  remarked  that  killing  women 
prevented  more  Malay  natives  from  be¬ 
ing  born. 

Anyway,  the  "mystery  ships,"  recently 
seen  by  the  Japanese  reminded  us  of  the 
United  States  Navy's  own  "mystery  ship" 
of  years  ago  — way  back  in  1831. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


^4 - 

1895-0  VF-25.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
much  desired,  much  admired  issue . 1,250 


Outstanding  Near-Gem  1896-S  IOC 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  gold  and  rose 
iridescence.  Nicely  struck  with  even  the  most  fi¬ 
nite  details  boldly  rendered.  You'll  find  yourself 
wondering  why  this  beautiful  coin  isn't  in  a 
holder  bearing  a  higher  grade!  Certainlv  one  of 
the  most  important  dates  in  the  Barber  dime  se¬ 
ries,  particularly  in  MS-64 . 3,195 

If  you  are  currently  building  a  world  class  collection  of 
Barber  dimes  and  are  lacking  this  date,  we  suggest  you  call 
Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  quickly,  as  we  don't  anticipate 
this  specimen  will  remain  in  our  inventory  for  very  long 


1897-0  EF-40.  Very  nice  eye  appeal . 490 

1897-0  F-12.  Fight  golden  surfaces . 259 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  ■  ’H ' 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  deep  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 350 


1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  splashes 
of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  exceptional  Bar¬ 
ber  dime . 2,350 

1900  MS-65  (PCCS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 


gold  peripheral  toning.  Scarce  so  fine . 1,095 

1901- S  EF-45  (ANACS) . 475 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  quite  rare,  par¬ 

ticularly  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
excellent  eye  appeal . 975 

1903- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  popular  low-mint- 

age  date . 1,165 


1903-S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series . 1,050 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 
Francisco  Mint  dime . 750 

1905-0  Micro  O  mintmark.  MS-60  (NGC)  A  brilliant 
example  of  a  variety  whose  popularity  is  growing 
quickly  due  to  the  missionary  efforts  of  Bill  Fiva/, 
J.T.  Stanton,  and  others,  although  the  variety  has 
been  known  (but  not  well  publicized)  for  a  long 
time.  Scarce  in  any  and  all  grades,  particularly  in 
Mint  State . 995 

1905- S  MS-60  PL . 265 

1906- S  MS-60  . 

1906- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  From  San  Francisco's 

earthquake  year . 335 

1900-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  brown 
toning . 295 

1907- S MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1909-0  MS-62  (NGC) . 695 

1909- D  MS-62  (PCGS)  Attractively  toned 

1910- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 249 

1913 MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1913-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Beautiful  gold  and  blue  toning. 

One  of  the  scarcer  Barber  dimes  toward  the  end  of 
the  series . 295 


1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 99 

1914-D  AU-50 . 49 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 


Some  Comments  on  Mercury  Dime  Design 


I'Ve  received  this  note  from  Dr.  Charles 
Weber  who  also  sent  along  this  coin  from  his 
collection  for  us  to  feature. 

"Dear  Sir: 

"With  regard  to  the  design  of 
the  'Mercury'  dime  (page  29  of  Rare 
Coin  Review  #  125),  I  have  long  sus¬ 
pected  that  Weinman  took  his  de¬ 
sign  from  denarii  of  the  Roman  Re¬ 
public,  some  of  which  have  'Roma' 
heads  similar  to  that  of  the  'Mer¬ 
cury'  dime. 

"There  are  a  number  of  issues 
of  denarii  of  the  Roman  Republic  that 
bear  similar  heads.  The  similarity  is  so 
close  that  we  are  strongly  tempted  to 
look  at  these  denarii  as  having  been 
Weinman's  inspiration,  whether  he  ac¬ 


knowledged  it  or  not.  1  have  several  such 
denarii  in  my  collection,  such  as  the  one 
shown  here  bearing  the  name  of  the 
moneyer  L.  Rutillius  Flaccus,  ca.  77  B.C. 
The  'Roma'  head  on  the  obverse 
wears  a  winged  cap  or  helmet. 
The  diameter  of  this  coin  is  almost 
exactly  that  of  a  dime  but  the 
weight  is  higher,  3.815  grams, 
while  the  dime  weighed  2.50 
grams  by  law.  Even  the  specific 
gravity  (and  hence  fineness)  of  the 
Roman  coin,  10.31,  are  nearly  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  as  those  of  the  dime. 

"I  also  have  Greek  coins  in  my  collec¬ 
tion  which  seem  to  be  prototypes  of  the 
Panama-Pacific  dollar  and  $50  octagonal 
gold  coins  of  1915." 


1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1915-S  AU-55  (ANACS) . 155 

1916  Barber.  AU-58 . 69 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especially  high  quality.  The  191 6-D  dime  is 
very  nice  as  is  the  rare  1 942/1  -D,  among  many  oth¬ 
ers.  A  date  and  mintmark  collection  toward  the  end 
of  the  series,  from  the  1930s  to  1945,  can  be  as¬ 
sembled  for  very  low  cost,  including  beautiful  Mint 
State  pieces. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 


light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1916  Mercury.  AU-58 . 24 


191 6-D  Mercury  Dime  Rarity 


1916-D  Mercury.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium 
golden  grav  surfaces  devoid  of  serious  marks. 
Always  in  demand  in  all  grades,  particularly  in 
high  levels  such  as  this.  The  most  famous  issue  in 


the  Mercury  dime  series . 3,150 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  Brilliant . 189 

1917  MS-63  FB. . 69 


1917-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. ...  395 


1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC)  Brilliant,  frosty . 695 

1917-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  vellow  peripheral  toning . 215 

1918  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 


1918-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1918-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1918- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Deeplv 

frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  seldom 
encountered  . 595 

1920  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Deeplv  toned  in  rainbow  iri¬ 


descence . 995 

1920-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1926-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned . 435 

1926- S  EF-45  (PCI).  Brilliant. . . 295 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1927- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  satinv  gem  with 

intense  lustre  present.  Sharply  struck,  just  a  tiny 
distance  from  the  coveted  FB  (Full  Bands)  desig¬ 
nation.  A  lovely  coin . 1,495 

1928  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 75 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1931  MS-64.  Brilliant . 110 


1934  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 
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1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse  with  deep  blue  ton¬ 
ing . 17 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lovely 

amber  peripheral  toning . 79 

1935- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden  toned  sur¬ 
faces . 975 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1936  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1936- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  golden  toning . 325 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1937-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1937- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 109 

1938-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1938- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 265 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 359 

1939- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1939- D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1940  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 235 

1940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1940- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 97 

1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

blue  toning . 110 

1940-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1941- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1941-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1941-S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 


1942/1 AU-50  (SEGS).  Lightly  toned.  A  nice  specimen 
from  this  new  grading  service  (Sovereign  Entities 
Grading  Service,  founded  by  Larry  Briggs). .  550 
194iyi-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely!  Highly  lustrous  and 


equally  as  desirable . 1,295 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
light  gold  toning . 115 

1942  MS-66  FB  (I?CGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1942-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1942- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1943  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence.  58 

1943- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning . 65 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1943-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 19 

1943-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1943-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 


1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 


group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 59 

Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint 
State  Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1944-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 42 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1944- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1945- S  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 

Roosevelt  Dime 

1951  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 


204  Pieces 

We  offer  a  modest  selection  of  20-cent  pieces,  an 
interesting,  short-lived  denomination.  As  might  be 
expected,  emphasis  is  on  the  1875-S,  really  the  only 
issue  made  in  significant  numbers  for  circulation. 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  1,150 
1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  highlights 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  lovely  example  of  the  most 

popular  issue  in  this  ephemeral  series . 1,150 

1875-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  champagne  peripheral  toning . 735 

1875-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning . 450 

1875-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces  with 
a  trace  of  toning . 395 

Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars,  commencing  with  the  1806,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  into  the  present  century.  Along  the  way  you 
will  find  many  scarce  "types"  as  well  as  rare  dates 
and  varieties.  Lots  of  new  purchases!  Lots  of  beauti¬ 
ful  coins! 

Early  Quarter  Dollars 

1806  Browning-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Very  attractive.  995 


An  Early  "20C  Piece" 

The  following  is  from  the  New-Hamp- 
shire  Gazette,  April  9, 1822: 

Hard  Times  — A  letter  from  Worth¬ 
ington,  Ohio,  dated  February  15, 1822, 
says—  "That  you  may  know  how  scarce 
money  is,  it  has  been  remarked  that 
there  is  but  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
Worthington,  and  that  has  been  bor¬ 
rowed  so  much  from  one  to  another  to 
pay  postage,  that  it  is  worn  smooth  and 
is  now  a  20-cent  piece." 


1806  B-3.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece.  995 


1806  B-3.  VF-25 . 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 . 319 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  F-15 . 169 

1820  B-2.  Large  O.  VF-20 .  265 

1821  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 265 


Rare  1822  Quarter  With  25/50C  Reverse 


1822  25/50C  B-2.  VG-10.  Medium  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  lighter  high  points.  A  few  tiny  marks 
are  present,  but,  more  importantly,  the  blundered 
reverse  denomination  is  plainly  evident  to  the 
unaided  eye.  A  popular  and  desirable  rarity. 

Pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade . 4,250 

This  variety  no  doubt  was  created  when  a  Mint  em¬ 
ployee  was  thinking  half  dollars  instead  of  quarter  dollars 
while  cutting  the  die!  Interestingly,  this  same  reverse  die  was 
used  later  (in  1828). 

1825/2  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 .  495 

1825/3  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces  show  strong  lustre  for  the  grade,  with 
deeper  gold  and  rose  toning  in  the  recessed  areas. 

Scarce  so  fine . 1,295 

1825/3  B-2.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC) . 765 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  silver 
gray  specimen,  mostly  prooflike,  with  attractive 
golden  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Rare  so 

fine . 1,550 

1831  B-4.  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  light  rose  and  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 735 

1831  B-5.  AU-55  (NGC) . 685 

1832  B-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  considerable 
frosty  lustre.  Seldom  seen  in  equivalent  grades. 
Fewer  than  10  Mint  State  examples  of  this  variety 
are  known.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased 


with  this  beauty! . 1,650 

1832  B-2.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  attractive  rainbow 

toning . 750 

1833  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lovely  blue  and  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 875 

1833  B-2.  EF-45  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 385 


1834  B-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lively  silver  gray  surfaces 
show  splashes  of  electric  blue  and  gold  on  the 
obverse,  even  medium  gold  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Nicely  struck  and  graced  with  the  overall 
appeal  of  a  slightly  higher  grade.  Guaranteed  to 
please! . 1,395 

1834  B-5.  Rarity-6.  VF-35 .  525 

1835  B-l.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning . 675 

1835  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nice  original  sur¬ 
faces . 695 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+  AU-50  (PCGS) .  695 
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Near-Gem  Mint  State  1838  25< 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful 
satiny  surfaces,  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 
whisper  of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Rare  at 
this  grade  level  and  very  desirable.  Now,  have 
you  ever  seen  so  many  options  among  quarters 
of  this  date  and  type?  Check  the  next  listings  as 
well! . 4,95( ) 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-62  (NGC).  1  ovelv  or¬ 
ange-gold  and  pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty 
surfaces.  A  tiny  drift  mark  is  seen  near  the  fourth 
obverse  star.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Capped  Bust  design  type,  which  bv  this  time  was 
anachronistic  in  the  silver  series  (save  for  the  halt 
dollar) . 1,045 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50.  Very  attractive  with 
light  champagne  surfaces . 595 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

just  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning 
Another  coin  from  this  pivotal  design  year  in  the 
quarter  dollar  series;  the  Liberty  Seated  design 
made  its  debut  later  in  1838 .  595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (NGC)  Lustrous  golden 

gray  surfaces  exhibit  lively  rose,  gold,  and  electric 
blue  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  ap¬ 
pealing  for  the  assigned  grade . 1,695 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-45  (NGC).  The  obverse  has  light 

golden  toning  and  the  reverse  has  deep  golden 
toning . 329 

1840  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 665 

1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous  Brilliant 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  few  notches  quality- 
wise  above  the  usually  seen  example  of  this  issue. 
A  very  appealing  design,  as  the  motifs  and  inscrip¬ 
tions  are  surrounded  by  generous  areas  of  blank 
field,  imparting  a  cameo  appearance .  1,260 

1844-0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 195 

1844-0  EF-40 . 165 

1849  AU-58  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  gold  and  am¬ 
ber . 365 

1852  AU-58  (ANACS).  Rich  golden  highlights  on  lus¬ 

trous  silver  gray  surfaces.  A  scarcer  date  than  its 
mintage  implies,  particularly  in  higher  circulated 
grades . 475 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and 
lustrous  example  of  the  popular  Arrows  and  Rays 
design  (which  made  its  only  appearance  in  1853; 
the  1854-55  quarter  dollars  had  arrows  at  the  date 


but  no  ravs  on  the  reverse) . 1,225 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
a  whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 595 


Choice  Mint  State  1854  Quarter 


1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (N(.C).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Not  a  great 
rarity  by  any  means,  but  quite  elusive  in  this 
combination  of  high  grade  and  beautiful  appear¬ 
ance . 2,750 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
rich  golden  red  toning  at  the  rims  A  nice  coin  for 

the  grade  .  1,395 

1854  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS)  Light  champagne  iri 

descence . 895 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 255 

Rare  Mint  State  1857-S  Quarter 
Specialists  Take  Note! 


1857-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Nice  lustre  with  light  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence.  A  superb  quality  example  of  a 
grade  seldom  encountered,  even  when  great  col¬ 
lections  come  to  market.  The  specialist  will  truly 
appreciate  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  rare 
date  which  combines  a  Mint  State  grade  w  ith 
sharp  striking  and  high  aesthetic  appeal.  A  truly 
exciting  coin . 3,850 

Mint  State  1858-0  25<  Rarity 


1858-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  gray  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  splashes  of  lively  blue,  pink,  and  gold 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  A  plentiful  date  in  cir¬ 
culated  grades,  but  a  rarity  of  some  importance  in 
Mint  State  (as  is  true  of  many  early  New  Orleans 
issues  in  various  series).  Sharply  struck  in  all  ar¬ 


eas . 2,950 

1861  AU-58 . 215 


1863  Breen-4036.  MS-61  (ANACS).  This  well-struck 

example  has  wonderful  eye  appeal.  Miss  Liberty 
is  frosty  and  the  fields  are  champagne  with  light 
amber  peripheral  toning . 630 

1864  Proof-63.  Frosty  with  champagne  surfaces.  1,095 


1865-S  VF-20.  Nice  surfaces . 299 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date  in 

any  grade . 695 

1867  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  this  grade,  although 

not  widely  appreciated  or  priced  as  such . 575 

1869  AU-53  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 975 

Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS)  A  lustrous  near-gem 
quarter  with  beautiful  champagne  highlights  on 
satiny  surfaces.  Always  popular  as  a  ty  pe  coin, 
particularly  when  so  finely  preserved . 2,690 


1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGSj  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  important  and  popular  type  coin . 2,250 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrou- 
Ever  desirable  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set. ...  1,095 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant  . 950 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  NGC)  Brilliant  centers  w  ith 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 950 

1875  MS-63  iPCGS  Light  amber  toning  on  satinv 

lustrous  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade . 569 

1875  AU-55.  Brilliant . 185 

1875-CC  EF-40  Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level  4^5 
187n  AU-58  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  toned  in  pewter 

gray  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 175 

18~-CC  MS-64  NGC)  Lightly  toned.  Struck  from 
Comstock  Lode  silver  in  an  era  in  which  ov  erall 
metal  market  prices  were  declining,  prompting 
western  politicians  to  do  something  (which  hap¬ 
pened  with  the  Bland-Allison  Act  on  February  28, 


1878) .  1,150 

1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 1,150 


Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  25c 


1877-S/S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  mintmark  was 
first  punched  in  a  horizontal  position,  the  error  was 
realized,  and  another  S  was  added  to  the  die,  in 
the  correct  position . 3,350 
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1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  “white"  surfaces  show 
strong  lustre  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal . 525 

1877- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 525 

1878- CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce,  and  al¬ 
ways  popular . 525 

1879  AU-55  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue . 549 

1880  EF-45.  Nicely  toned . 359 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Not  often  do  we 
have  a  business  strike  to  offer  for  sale.  They  are 
much  rarer  than  Proofs . 1,095 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  centers  with  attrac¬ 

tive  rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Rare  in  any 
grade . 1,850 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,850 

1888  AU-55 . 195 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  beautiful  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence . 795 

1891  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1891-0  F-12  (PCGS).  A  rare  and  under  appreciated 
date  in  any  grade,  a  true  sleeper  even  at  just  F-12! 
The  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on 


the  reverse . 329 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 


Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  includes  a  nice  selection  of  date  and 
mintmark  varieties,  carefully  purchased,  and  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please. 


1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces.  175 
1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 
Nicely  struck,  and  having  all  the  appeal  of  a 


higher  grade  for  a  fraction  of  the  cost  —  this  spells 

V-A-L-U-E  to  us! . 465 

1892-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1892-0  MS-60 .  295 

1892- S  AU-50 .  285 

1893- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  There  is  lots  of  value 

to  be  had  at  the  Proof-63  market  price  level,  in  our 
opinion . 645 

1894- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1894-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1894- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 189 

1895- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 425 

1896- 0  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1896-0  VF-30 .  275 

1896-0  VF-20 .  245 


1897- 0  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces  with  deeper 

gold  at  the  rims.  Strong  lustre  present.  Strictly 
original  high-grade  Barber  quarters  (dimes  and 
half  dollars  as  well)  are  in  demand  in  today's  nu¬ 
mismatic  marketplace,  where  quality  is  of  para¬ 
mount  importance . 629 

1898- 0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Golden  toning.  Scarce  in 

Mint  State.  Just  how  scarce  is  not  known,  but 
probably  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  exist  in  all 
of  numismatics . 895 


1898- 0  VF-25 . 155 

1899- 0  AU-55.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  295 

1900  MS-60.  Brilliant . 185 

1900- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  chon c  tor 

the  grade.  Pale  golden  halos  enhance  the  periph¬ 
eries . 1,475 

1900-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 125 

1901  AU-53 . 135 

1902  AU-53.  Brilliant .  l  J5 

1902-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned 

1902-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant . 135 

1903  AU-58.  Brilliant .  L59 

1903  AU-50 .  125 


1903-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  with  light 
champagne  surfaces.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  this 


high  grade . 1,350 

1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  surrounding  Miss  Liberty . 665 

1905  EF-45 . . . 85 


1907  Proof-60.  Very  low  Proof  mintage  this  year.  350 

1907-D  AU-50 . . . 185 


1907-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  toning.  A  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  Not 
often  is  a  piece  of  this  quality  offered  for  sale.  For 


the  connoisseur  this  is  a  find . 1,195 

1908-0  MS-61  (PCGS) . 295 

1908- 0  AU-53  (ANACS).  Very  attractive . 135 

1909  MS-60 . 155 

1909- D  AU-58 . 175 

1909-D  AU-55 . 165 

1909-D  AU-53 . 159 


Are  Coin  Towns  Next? 


We  read  in  a  recent  issue  of  Bookman's 
Weekly,  an  article  by  Gary  J.  Stollery,  "The 
Growing  Concept  of  Book  Towns  in  the 
U.S.  and  Abroad." 

Stollery,  contemplating  modern  tech¬ 
nology,  longs  for  the  good  ol'  days  of  an 
old-fashioned  store.  His  article  notes  the 
following,  in  part: 

"Who  would  have  thought  10  years 
ago  what  changes  would  come  to  pass  in 
our  noble  trade:  mega-stores,  the  Internet, 
websites,  search  engines,  the  information 
highway,  and  a  myriad  of  other  technical 
21st-century  ways  to  'process'  book  sales. 
'Taint  for  me!  Give  me  an  open  shop, 
thousands  of  books,  colorful  book  scouts, 
real  booksellers  dealing  (and  conversing) 
with  real  people  in  real  shops,  oozing  with 
charm  and  the  thrill  of  unexpected  trea¬ 
sures. 

"Imagine  a  whole  mass  of  book  shops 
gathered  together  in  one  place.  It's 


heaven!  Now  you  have  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  books  in  all  imaginable  categories 
and  price  ranges  right  at  your  finger  tips.  It's 
a  one-stop  destination  for  book  lovers,  and  it 
adds  up  to  what  is  called  a  book  town." 

The  same  writer  went  on  to  say  that  the 
first  book  town  in  the  world  was  Hay-on- 
Wye  in  Wales.  This  particular  village  was 
said  to  be  "patron  to  the  international  move¬ 
ment."  The  first  book  shop  was  opened  in 
1961,  and  today  there  are  37  different  to  visit. 
The  second  book  town  opened  in  Redu,  Bel¬ 
gium,  in  1984.  In  the  United  States  we  have 
Stillwater,  Minnesota,  said  to  be  a  book 
town  — your  editor  (QDB)  didn't  know  about 
this,  and  it  sounds  interesting.  Wonder  how 
far  away  it  is  from  Minneapolis,  and  has  Gar¬ 
rison  Keillor  ever  visited  there? 

Gary  Stollery  went  on  to  say  that  Nevada 
City  is  the  "Gold  Cities  Book  Town  of  Grass 
Valley"  and  noted  there  are  25  members  be¬ 
longing  to  the  local  association,  dealers  both 


in  new  books  and  out-of-print  books. 

We  don't  know  of  any  "coin  towns," 
and  are  not  sure  that  there  are  any  — al¬ 
though  in  California  not  far  distant  from 
Los  Angeles,  Coin-a-Rama  City  once 
played  host  to  a  number  of  different  deal¬ 
ers  in  the  same  building,  and  perhaps  still 
does. 

A  few  years  ago  we  received  a  solicita¬ 
tion  from  someone  endeavoring  to  entice 
a  couple  dozen  coin  dealers  to  set  up  in  a 
building  in  New  Jersey.  And,  on  a  slightly 
grander  scale,  we  recall  that  in  the  1950s 
when  visiting  Boston,  Broinfield  Street 
was  home  to  four  or  five  coin  dealers  — all 
within  shouting  distance  of  each  other.  By 
the  way,  Bromfield  Street  is  also  cited  in 
19th-century  numismatic  literature  as  be¬ 
ing  where  the  mint  which  coined  Massa¬ 
chusetts  silver  pieces  may  have  been  lo¬ 
cated,  and  in  1860  the  Boston  Numismatic 
Society  was  founded  there. 
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1910  MS-63.  Lightly  toned.  The  reverse,  if  graded 
separately,  could  be  listed  as  MS-65 .  335 

1910- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  1,450 

1911- D  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece . 210 

1913  EF-45  (NGC).  Low-mintage  date.  Lightly 

toned . 465 

1913-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

1913-S  VC-10 .  995 

1913- S  VG-8  (ANACS).  Lowest  mintage  issue  in  the 
Barber  quarter  series.  Only  40,000  were  struck  865 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1914- S  VF-20 .  245 

1915  MS-62.  Brilliant . 210 

1915- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,225 

1915-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 215 

1915- S  AU-53 .  209 

191 6- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and  guar¬ 
anteed  to  please! . 1,495 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  295 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  191b  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 
pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide 
with  a  specimen  of  the  1917!  Soon  thereafter  is  listed 
not  one,  but  again  two  specimens  of  an  even  scarcer 


coin,  the  1918/7-S.  Beyond  that  there  are  bound  to 
be  other  quarter  dollars  of  interest,  whether  the  se¬ 
ries  is  new  to  you  or  you  have  been  a  specialist  for  a 
long  time. 

Sharp  1917  Type  I  Quarter 


1917  Type  1.  MS-66  1  11  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 
brilliant,  frosty  mint  lustre.  Very  sharplv  struck 
with  full  head  details,  sharp  shield,  and  bold  eagle 
definition.  We  know  you'll  be  pleased  when  this 


beauty  arrives  in  your  mailbox! . 3,400 

1917  Type  I.  AU-58  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1917-1)  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant. 

1917-1)  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  850 
1917  Type  II.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  1,025 

1917-D  I  \  pc  II  VP-30 . 85 

1917-SType  II.  MS-65  (PCC  .^).  Light  champagne  sur 

faces .  1.250 

1917-S  Type  H.  EF-40 .  B0 


Sunken  treasure  brings  smiles  to  everyone's  faces!  Our  recent  sale  of  the  treasure 
coins  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  was  a  remarkable  success,  realizing  over 
$5.3  million.  These  happy  faces  belong  to  Sherman  Harris,  president  of  Deep  Sea  Re¬ 
search,  Chris  Karstedt,  and  David  Flohr,  treasurer  of  Deep  Sea  Research. 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  25C  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  very  elusive  variety.  If  you've  been 
seeking  a  high-grade  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  your  search  ends  here . 9,850 


Desirable  1918/7-S  Overdate  25c 


1918/7-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  A 
splendid  coin  that  is  sure  to  please.  A  key  to  the 

series . . . 9,550 

191 8-D  MS-65  {PCGS)  Fulls  bnlliant  with  strong  lustre. 

A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal . 1,595 

191 8-D  MS-62  FH  PCGSi  Light  golden  toning.  925 

191 8-D  VF-30 . 72 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 795 

1918-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 329 

1918-S  AU-50 . 85 


1918- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 

1919  F-15 . 

1919- D  EF-45 . 

1919-S  FF-43.  Light  golden  toning.  ... 

1919-S  EF-45  (NGC)  Very  attractive. 

1919-S  VF-30 . 


75 


345 

465 

465 

259 


1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned  in  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  with  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Not  easy  to 

find  in  this  high  grade . 2,350 

1920-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 859 

1920-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 249 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  strong  eye 
appeal.  The  lowest  mintage  issue  among  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  quarter  dollars  of  this  design . 1,295 


1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1921  AU-55 . 415 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 
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You  've  come  to  the  right  place  for 

UPPLIE 

“Certified  Coin  Estate ” 

Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  “top  of  the  line"  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case 
which  opens  like  a  book — accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass 
nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable  leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut 
with  nine  openings  suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI, 
and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe  man¬ 
ner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins,  would  do 
justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921  ever  formed. 


Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-00 1 :  Deluxe  wooden  book-style 
album  with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of 
trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only; 
blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only;  black 
“universal”  holder  for  various  types  of 
“slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green 
background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only. 
Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue 
background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI 
only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and 
matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.  Our 
most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  it  the  trays  are 
not  stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 

CCE-040:  NEW!  Certified  Coin  Estate  Portfolio.  Holds  up  to  18  coins  (3x3)  including  in 
NGC,  PCGS,  PCI,  SEGS,  and  both  ANACS  holders.  Looks  and  feels  like  soft  black  leather,  folds 
at  center  and  interlocks  as  a  portfolio  for  easy  transportation.  $34.95. 


Bausch  &  Lamb  Pocket 
Magnifying  Glasses 

Stock  No.  BL-9X;  Combination 
of  two  lenses  in  durable  plastic  case; 
two  lenses  fold  into  case,  which  serves 
as  handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power. 
Wide  field  of  vision  permits  easy 
inspection  of  coins  for  grading,  enjoy¬ 
ment,  etc.  Our  favorite  all-purpose 
glass.  $23.  (not  pictured) 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings 
triplet  lens  system,  highly  corrected 
optical  glass,  swings  into  chrome- 
plated  case  which  serves  as  handle.  7X 
power.  Somewhat  limited  field  of 
vision;  excellent  lor  detail  work 
(overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched 
letters,  etc.).  $44. 

Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive 
“Packette"  5X  magnifier  of  molded 
optical  plastic.  Folds 
into  plastic  case.  A 
good  pocket  glass 
with  good  field  of 
vision.  Priced  inex¬ 
pensively;  if  you 
lose  it,  you  can 
easily  buy  an¬ 
other.  $9. 


Bowers  andMerena  Belt  Clip 

Have  you  ever  lost  your  magnifying  glass  or  keys?  This  little  metal-cased  “reel"  consists 
of  a  plastic-coated  woven  wire,  two  feet  long,  which  attaches  to  a  belt  loop  oi  pocket  edge.  At 
the  end  of  the  wire  is  a  key  ring  which  retracts  into  the  reel  as  soon  as  you  let  go.  Decorated 
with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  “griffin”  logotype  and  inscription.  FREE  with  any  purchase  of 
$50  or  more  from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  while  supplies  last.  Be  sure  to  mention 
it  when  you  place  your  order!  (Magnifier  not  included) 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


A 


1923- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 

toning  at  the  rims.  An  elusive  low-mintage  date  that 
commands  attention  in  gem  Mint  State . 2,350 

1924- D  EF-40 .  95 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ...  1,395 

1924-S  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  trace  of 

toning.  Extremely  important  as  Full  Head  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  issue  are  very  rare . 1,695 

1926  EF-45 . 42 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy! . 325 

Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  3,750 

1927- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  l  ight  golden  surfaces  A  kev 

issue  in  any  grade . 1,195 

1928- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1928-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1928- S  AU-50 . 74 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1929  EF-40 . 32 

1929- D  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  145 

1930  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 285 

1930  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 255 

1930  AU-50 . 67 

1930  EF-40 . 29 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  565 


Washington  Quarters 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Washington  quarter 
dollars.  Recently  we  played  a  peripheral,  last-minute, 
hut  significant  part  in  the  new  design  selection  for  the 
forthcoming  year  2000  New  Hampshire  quarter  dollar 
Perhaps  we'll  print  an  article  about  this  in  a  future  issue. 

Regarding  Washington  quarters  in  general,  the 
new  "state"  reverses  have  created  a  lot  of  interest.  By 
comparison,  nearly  all  earlier  quarters  are  scarce  in 
Mint  State.  We  predicted  that  a  lot  of  new  interest 
would  develop,  and  if  you  have  been  a  constant 
reader,  you've  already  laid  in  a  supply  of  early  dates. 

1932-D  EF45  (PCGS).  Scarcest  Washington  quarter.  215 


1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 245 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 


1932-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1932-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 165 

1932-S  EF45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1934  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant  obverse 
with  light  gold  toning  on  the  reverse . 795 


1934-D  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant  A  highlv  important 
variety,  one  that  even  years  ago  was  not  easy  to 
find  in  Mint  State  (although  it  is  not  generally  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  key  issue,  at  least  not  yet) . 1,125 

1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . . 379 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 379 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  259 

1934- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 

faces  225 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces  94 

1935  D  MS  64  Brilliant  . 

1935- 1)  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1935- 1)  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 97 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostlv  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  toning.  Lowest  mintage  issue 
among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  Always  in 
demand . 875 

Onlv  3,837  Proofs  were  struck,  in  1936,  not  only  creating 
the  lowest  production  figure  for  any  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ter,  but  also  for  am/  regular  Proof  coin  from  that  time  to  the 
present  year!  In  1936,  Proofs  of  various  denominations  could 
be  ordered  singly  as  well  as  in  sets,  thus  accounting  for 
differences  in  mintage  quantities  among  the  vanous  denomi¬ 


nations. 

1937-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1938  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 85 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1939-D/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  ..  295 

1939-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1939-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

P41  Proof-65  Brilliant .  165 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942-SMS64.  Brilliant .  79 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1949- D  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  59 

1950- D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 139 

1957-D  MS-64.  Brilliant .  15 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1959-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1960  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1964-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 


Half  Dollars 

The  series  of  early  half  dollars,  particularly  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar— and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we 
offer  many  interesting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and 
all  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you.  Our  selection 


begins  in  the  Flowing  Hair  series. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


1795  Overton-125.  V'F-25  (PCGS)  A  nice  onginal  coin 
with  light  golden  gray  high  points  set  against  a 
slightly  deeper  gray  background.  Choice  for  the 
grade,  and  devoid  of  all  but  the  most  trivial 
marks;  in  short,  a  pleasing  coin! . 2,150 


1803  0-101.  Large  3.  AU-50  iPCGSi  Attractive  ongi¬ 
nal  surfaces . 2,350 

The  Draped  Bust  obverse.  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was 
used  in  the  half  dollar  senes  from  1801  to  1807  inclusive 

1806  0-105.  Large  Stars,  Knob  on  6.  EF-45  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  grav-brown  with  iridescent  toning. ...  895 

Wonderf  ul  1806  Half  Dollar 


1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A 
"gem  MS-61  example.  Bright  frostv  mint  lustre 
with  sharp  design  details.  Extremely  high  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  A  wonderful  choice  for  your  type 
set.  Although  this  is  a  common  variety,  the  superb 
condition  sets  this  apart  from  most  known  ex¬ 
amples.  The  seller  of  the  set  suggested  that  this  is 
fully  as  nice  as  some  offered  as  MS-63,  and  we 
could  not  disagree! . 8,500 

Technically,  the  word  "gem"  is  reserved  for  coins 
grading  MS-65  or  finer,  however,  in  this  instance  wre  just 
couldn't  help  ourselves. 

1806  O-llla.  6/inverted  6.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Late  die 
state . 1,395 
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Capped  Bust ,  Lettered  Edge 


_ Half  Dollars _ 

1809  0-102.  EF-40 . 235 

1811  0-105.  Small  8.  AU-58 . 495 

1812  O-104a.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 365 


Key  1815  Half  Dollar 


1815/2  0-101.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  with 
hints  of  rose  iridescence.  A  lovely  specimen,  for 
the  grade,  of  the  lowest  mintage  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar  of  the  era.  A  rarity  that  is  always  desirable, 
always  important,  and  always  difficult  to  keep  in 
stock! . 2,350 

1817  0-110.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  muted 
iridescent  golden  gray  and  silver.  A  pleasing  coin 
for  the  grade,  with  strong  lustre  and  good  over¬ 
all  eye  appeal . 1,995 

1817  0-110.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 375 

1817  6-113.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Light  amber  toning.  595 

1823  0-105.  AU-55 .  365 

1824  0-103.  EF-40 . 145 

1824  0-105.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1825  MS-61  PL.  Light  golden  toning . 635 

1827  0-104.  AU-53 . 219 

18270-109.  Rarity-4.  EF-45 .  275 

1827  0-119.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  A  nice  original  piece. .  145 

1827  0-138.  Rarity-4.  EF-45 .  495 

1828  0-110.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 295 

1829  0-111.  MS-60 . 419 


1829  0-112.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  1,295 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 .  795 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 .  235 

1832  0-107.  AU-58 .  325 

1832  0-121a.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 

very  nice  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most 
discriminating  buyer . 895 

1834  0-111.  MS-61  (NGC).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces 

with  light  champagne  toning . 595 

1835  0-105.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne 

surfaces  with  nice  cartwheel  lustre . 725 

Forecast:  Coming  up  in  our  November  auction  in  Bal¬ 
timore-assuming  that  we  can  find  the  time  to  catalogue 
them  — are  some  interesting  counterstamped  Capped  Bust  half 
dollars  of  various  dates,  including  some  from  the  Witham 
Collection. 


Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge 
Half  Dollars 


1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny,  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  An  extensive  and  interesting  se¬ 
ries  of  die  cracks  connects  most  of  the  stars  and 


date.  This  is  the  first  readily  available  New  Or¬ 
leans  half  dollar.  Mintmark  on  obverse. ..  2,350 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in¬ 
cludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular 
series.  Over  the  years  many  specialists  in  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 
pieces.  We  invite  you  to  join  them! 

1839  No  Drapery  50< 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-60.  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  design,  and  the  only  year  without 
drapery  at  the  elbow  (except  for  "accidental" 
draperyless  issues  made  later  by  resurfacing  dies). 
Always  popular,  quite  scarce,  and  a  fine  addition 
to  a  type  set . 4,950 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Nice  eye  appeal 

with  gold  and  gray  surfaces . 795 

1840  Reverse  of  1839.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.  329 

1840  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (NGC).  Deeply  toned.  319 


Unique  1842  Half  Dollar  Variety! 
Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


1842  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Me¬ 
dium  silver  gray  with  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  re¬ 
cently  discovered  (and  exceedingly  rare;  probably 
unique  at  the  time  of  this  writing)  variety  that 
shares  a  Small  Date  obverse  of  1842  with  a  Small 
Letter  reverse  of  pre-1842  vintage.  Incredibly 
enough,  the  reverse  that  appears  here  is  currently 
unknown  in  combination  with  any  other  obverse 
die,  which  adds  immensely  to  the  importance  of 
this  coin.  We  suspect  the  coin  will  find  a  new'  home 
in  the  collection  of  an  appreciative  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  specialist.  Ex  Stu  Levine  and  Sheridan 
Downey,  the  lucky  former  owners .  49,500 

The  discovery  of  this  important  transitional  piece  was 
announced  in  the  April  6, 1998  issue  of  Coin  World,  as  well  as 
in  the  July  1998  issue  of  The  Gobrechl  Ion  mol,  the  house  organ 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
1842  Wiley-Bugert- 106.  Medium  Date,  Repunched  18. 

m  -45. . 149 
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Neil  Clasen  Writes 


"I  always  enjoy  your  column  in  Coin 
World.  Your  recent  comments  about  paper 
money  certification  by  Currency  Grading 
and  Authentication  [CGA]  prompted  me 
to  write.  I've  retired  from  dealing  in  coins 
and  more  recently,  dealing  in  paper 
money.  Coins  and  notes  are  wonderful, 
but  I  don't  miss  the  business  aspect  of  the 
hobby. 

"You  mentioned  that  an  unscrupulous 
person  has  been  bending,  then  straighten¬ 
ing  the  corners  on  certain  items,  causing 
hidden  damage.  I  have  some  ideas  as  to 
the  identity  of  that  person.  Because  of  this 


and  other  horror  stories  I've  heard  over 
the  years,  I  feel  that  third-party  currency 
grading  is  a  good  thing.  I  just  hope  that  it 
doesn't  spawn  a  new  generation  of  crack- 
out  artists  for  paper. 

"When  I  worked  for  Chris  Napolitano, 
he  often  talked  about  the  tremendous  drain 
of  capital  that  coin  grading  took  from  the 
hobby.  Figuring  an  average  of  $25  per  coin 
times  millions  of  submissions,  the  money 
has  to  come  from  somewhere.  I  know  the 
principals  of  CGA  and  like  them  very 
much.  1  hope  for  the  best.  Please  keep  the 
interesting  columns  coming." 
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1842  Medium  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 109 

1844-0  AU-50 . 219 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12.  Much  scarcer  than  its  Medium 

Date  counterpart . 350 

1847  AU-50 . 219 


Choice  1853  Arrows  50< 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
centers  highlighted  bv  sea  green  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  An  important 
coin  for  a  high-quality  type  set.  Difficult  to  locate 


at  this  grade  level . 4,150 

1854  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 .  266 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Experience  teaches 
us  that  the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  1853-1855 
Arrows  coinage  (in  all  denominations)  is  consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  than  the  sometimes  sizable  mintage 
figures  of  those  dates  indicate.  Just  a  thought  for 


the  attentive  collector  to  ponder! . 1,750 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-58.  Heavy  (and  quite  interest¬ 
ing!)  obverse  cracks . 375 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 .  285 

1854- 0  VF-30 . 65 

1855- S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS) . 895 

1855-S  VG-10.  First  half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  and  a  well-known  rarity . 835 


Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business 
in  1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855, 
with  the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1859 

1856-0  VVB-104.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Repunched  6.  Light 


golden  surfaces . 295 

1857  YVB-103.  Errant  Date.  EF-40 . 99 


Sharply  Struck  1857-0  50c 
Rare  So  Fine! 


1857-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm,  golden 
satiny  surfaces.  An  impressive  coin  with  great  eye 
appeal.  Rare  so  fine  (and  so  beautiful!) . 3,350 


1858  AU-58 .  255 

1858  AU-55 . 235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858  EF-40 . 89 


1858-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  235 


1858-0  AU-50 . 185 

1858-0  EF-40 . 89 

1859  MS-60 .  395 

1856  EF-40 . 139 

1860-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 1,695 

1861  MS-60 . 375 

1861  AU-55 . 219 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 186 

1865  AU-50 .  295 


1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frostv  devices  against  mirror 
fields.  Amber  toning.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 


grade . 1,395 

1869 1 1  -40 . 96 

1870  EF-40  (PCGS) .  135 

1872-SEF-45  .  215 


1873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny  sur 

faces . 350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 

surfaces . 1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur 
faces . 1,150 


Lustrous  1873-CC  With  Arrows  50c 


1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning. 
High  grade  (relatively),  attractive  appearance 
(very),  and  historical  appeal  (immense)  combine 
to  create  a  really  nice  coin! . 4,150 

Important  1873-CC  With  Arrows 


1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  First  year  that  half  dollars  with  arrows  were 
struck  at  Carson  City.  A  kev  issue  in  all  grades, 

especially  in  Mint  State . 3,850 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  peripheral  toning . 1,395 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1876  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  light  rainbow  iridesence.245 

1877  MS-60.  Light  amber  toning . 349 

1877  AU-50 . 169 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces 

highlighted  by  golden  peripheral  toning. ..  1,650 


1877-S  With  Drapery.  MS-60 .  345 

1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  rare  date . 795 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  popular  low-mintage  date  (just 
10,000  business  strikes),  one  that  is  typically  seen 
in  the  Proof  format.  Prooflike  in  appearance,  as  so 
often  seen  in  the  low-mintage  coinage  of  this  era. 


Attractive  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 629 

1889  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 


Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  begias  with  the  first  year  of  the  issue, 
1892,  and  concludes  with  the  last,  1915.  Along  the 
way  are  some  memorable  rarities  in  high  grades  as 
well  as  very  affordable  circulated  pieces. 


1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  satinv  surfaces  1,350 
1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 399 

Barber  half  dollars  of  1 892  are  rarer  in  high  grades  than 
might  be  expected.  Very  few  were  saved  as  souvenirs  of  the 
first  year  of  the  type,  for  America  was  agog  about  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  (which  opened  its  gates  a  year  late  in 
1893)  and  the  widely  publicized  commemorative  half  dollars 
issued  in  connection  therewith 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS)  Light  champagne  surfaces.  399 

1892-0  AU-58  An  ever-popular  raritv  in  the  Barber 
series,  the  first  coin  of  this  denomination  struck  at 
the  New  Orleans  Mint  since  the  outbreak  of  the 


Civil  War . 719 

1892-0  AU-55 1  NGC)  Brilliant  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  elusive  issue . 619 

1892-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 475 

1892-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1.365 

1892-S  AU-53  iNGCi  Light  golden  surfaces  Check 

the  low  mintage  on  this  variety! . 695 

1892-S  F-15 . 285 


1893  MS-64  iNGC  i  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,695 

1893  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1893-0  MS-62  (PCGS)  Light  rainbow  toning  750 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  champagne  toning . 635 

1893-0  EF-40 .  275 


1894-S  MS-63  (NGC)  Lustrous  with  light  amber  ton¬ 


ing . 1,495 

IS64-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 229 

1895-0  EF-45 .  295 


Memorable  Near-Gem  1896-S  50c ! 


1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  an  out¬ 
standing  example  of  this  rare  and  highly  prized 
date  and  mintmark.  A  key  to  the  Barber  half  dol¬ 
lar  series,  this  will  be  a  wonderful  addition  to  any 
superb  collection.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the 
design.  One  of  the  most  important  coins  in  the 
present  listing . 4,895 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


■A 


1897-0  F-12 . 350 


Dazzling  1897-S  50C  Rarity 


1897-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  sharply  struck  coin 
with  dazzling  mint  lustre.  One  of  the  nicest  1897- 
S  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  at  any  grade 
level . 4,925 

1898  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  cameo  Proof  with 

phenomenal  contrast  between  fields  and  devices. 
The  obverse  has  a  hint  of  gold  toning  while  the 
reverse  features  brilliant  Proof  lustre . 1,695 

1899  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces.  379 

1899- 0  AU-50 .  350 

1900- S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 219 

1901  AU-58  (NGC) . 389 

1901  AU-55  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  light  toning.  339 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  lightly  toned . 325 

1901- S  EF-45.  A  sharp  specimen  of  one  of  the  best¬ 

loved  and  most  desired  dates  within  the  Barber 
half  dollar  series,  and  a  nice  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  grade  and  solid  value  as  well . 645 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 1,450 

1903  AU-58.  Beautiful  golden  surfaces  with  a  whisper 

of  light  blue  highlights . 395 

1903-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  golden  toning.  Rare  at  all 
Mint  State  levels . 895 

1903-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  455 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 445 


1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  rose  surfaces.  One 
of  the  lower  mintage  issues  among  Philadelphia 


half  dollars  of  the  Barber  design . 2,395 

1906- D  AU-55.  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint . 395 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1907  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1907- D  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 

deeper  gold  peripheral  toning . 325 

1908- D  AU-50 .  295 

1909  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1909- S  EF-45 . 225 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  One  of  the 

key  issues  of  the  series;  a  date  that  has  one  of  the 
lower  mintage  figures . 995 

1911  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 371 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 


1912-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1912-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  toning.  -BA 

1912-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1912-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1912-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 345 

1912-D  AU-50 . 315 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 


191 4- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  1,050 

1915- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  very 

frosty  surfaces.  Conservative  at  the  MS-62  grade; 
it  could  easily  be  called  MS-63  (as  you  will  no 
doubt  agree  when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox  and 
you  have  a  chance  to  inspect  it) . 595 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  present  a 
very  nice  selection  of  Liberty  Walking  halves,  one  of 
America's  favorite  numismatic  series,  and  certainly 
one  of  the  most  beautiful.  Similar  to  the  situation  with 
Buffalo  nickel  specialists,  many  advanced  buyers  of 
Liberty  Walking  halves  have  made  us  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  choice  coins. 

For  a  long  time  we  have  specialized  in  buying  and 
selling  high-quality  half  dollars  of  the  1916  through 
1947  era.  As  is  the  case  with  Buffalo  nickels,  these  are 
among  the  most  difficult  20th-century  American  coins 
to  locate  in  a  combination  of  high  technical  grade  plus 
good  eye  appeal.  In  fact,  the  "eye  appeal"  part  is  the 
catch.  As  you  may  know,  certified  holders  give  only 
the  numerical  grade,  but  no  clue  as  to  the  eye  appeal. 
Thus,  we  have  to  do  a  lot  of  searching  to  find  coins 
that,  first,  have  a  satisfactory  numerical  grade,  and, 
second  and  equally  important,  nice  eye  appeal.  More¬ 
over,  the  price  has  to  be  right,  so  we  can  offer  coins  that 
are  a  good  value  to  our  clients  (who  are  among  the 
most  knowledgeable  buyers  in  the  hobby). 

Designed  by  well-known  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  the  Liberty  Walking  motif  made  its  debut 
in  1916,  to  excellent  reviews  by  the  public  and  by 
numismatists.  From  that  time  onward  coinage  was 
fairly  continuous  through  1921,  and  then  intermittent 
through  1934,  then  continuous  again  from  1934 
through  the  last  year,  1947.  A  popular  way  to  collect 
these  is  by  forming  a  "short  set,"  either  beginning 
with  1940  or  1941  and  continuing  onward,  or  begin¬ 
ning  with  1934.  Either  way,  all  pieces  are  quite 
affordable  in  nice  grades  such  as  MS-63  and  MS-64, 
although  at  the  MS-65  level  some  of  the  issues  of  the 
1930s  become  a  bit  difficult  to  find. 

We  invite  you  to  look  through  our  listing  care¬ 
fully  and  either  begin  a  collection  or  add  to  the  one 
that  you  have— secure  in  the  knowledge  that  you  will 
like  the  coins  we  send.  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it. 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena,  you  never  have  to 
worry  if  a  coin  is  authentic.  We  uncon¬ 
ditionally  guarantee  forever  that  every 
item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


Gem  191 6-S  Half  Dollar 


191 6-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  191 6-S  half  dollars  we've  ever  had  in 
stock.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased  with  the 


quality! . 4,950 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 


About  Liberty 
Walking  Halves 

"Dear  Gail, 

"1  simply  wanted  to  thank  you  for 
your  service  in  sending  me  the  three 
nice  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  so  I 
could  compare  the  grades,  one  each 
MS-65,  64,  and  63.  This  was  an  experi¬ 
ment  on  my  part  as  a  collector  to  make 
a  comparison  using  material  from  a 
respected  source  to  evaluate  the  grade 
spread  with  Liberty  Walking  halves  as 
the  medium. 

"I  needed  these  for  type,  at  least, 
and  I  feel  comfortable  with  the  result.  It 
re-affirmed  my  opinion  that  differ¬ 
ences  between  MS-63  and  65  on  profes¬ 
sionally  graded  coins  do  not  equal  the 
price,  with  MS-64  being  the  better 
choice  for  the  price  paid.  Again,  this  is 
my  opinion. 

"The  most  meaningful  differences 
from  my  observations  are  the  guide- 
post  grades  MS-60,  MS-63,  and  MS-67. 

"I  haven't  decided  for  sure  on  col¬ 
lecting  these  in  a  series.  I'm  presently 
just  finishing  my  set  of  Buffalo  nickels. 
If  I  do  go  into  the  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars  in  a  large  way,  I  will  start  with 
one  of  my  birth  year,  1936. 

"Thank  you  so  much  for  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  my  experiment  and  for  the  nice 
quality  coins  you  deliver.  As  soon  as  I 
make  a  plan  for  collecting  half  dollars  1 
will  be  in  touch.  Once  again,  thanks." 

-Eddie  C. 
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An  Unlisted  Crystal  Palace  Medal 


Possibly  sold  by  A.B.  Sage? 


Tlw  following  letter  is  from  Victor  E. 
Annaloro: 

"Dear  Dave: 

"1  am  really  enjoying  your  book, 
American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War, 
1760-1860,  with  Emphasis  on  the  Life  of  Au¬ 
gustus  B.  Sage.  Thanks  for  doing  such  a 
great  job. 

"This  letter  concerns  the  'Crystal  Pal¬ 
ace  Medal'  mentioned  on  page  274  of  the 
Sage  book. 

"Apparently  A.B.  Sage  intended  to  is¬ 
sue  a  Crystal  Palace  Medal  in  1859  (as 
stated  inside  the  front  cover  of  the  Bogert 
sale  catalogue  for  February  1859)  but  none 
have  ever  been  located.  In  footnote  #4  it 
says  that  the  medal  described  in  the 
Haseltine  sale  of  the  Wood  Collection,  July 
5,  1882,  Lot  604,  of  the  N.Y.  Crystal  Palace, 
by  G.H.  Lovett;  reverse  with  flags  of  differ¬ 
ent  nations,  white  metal,  can  be  eliminated 
as  a  possibility  because  this  is  the  Hibler- 
Kappen  piece  #7  pg.  4. 

"The  obverse  of  the  HK-7  has  the 
Crystal  Palace  building  and  above  it  'Crys¬ 
tal  Palace,'  below  it,  'Police,'  beaded  bor¬ 
der.  No  date  or  designer's  name  or  initials. 
It  is  listed  in  HK  as  Type  II  Police-All  Na¬ 
tions  Dollar.' 

"1  have  been  collecting  so-called  dol¬ 
lars  for  about  five  years  and  I  love  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  Crystal  Palace.  1  have 
one  each  of  the  three  types  of  Crystal  Pal¬ 
ace  dollars  listed  in  the  HK  book.  1  recently 
purchased  an  unlisted  (in  HK)  Crystal  Pal¬ 
ace  Dollar  that  has  the  flags  of  nations  re¬ 
verse  (HK-7),  but  the  obverse  is  different. 

"On  the  unlisted  piece  above  the 
Crystal  Palace  edifice  is  (in  two  lines)  'New 
York  Crystal  Palace  for  the-Exhibition,'  and 
below  (in  two  lines)  'Of  The-Industry  of 
All  Nations,'  and  just  below  the  edifice  is 
'G.H.  Lovett,  N.Y.'  I  believe  that  this  is  the 
piece  being  described  in  the  Wood  sale, 


and  may  be  the  Augustus  B.  Sage 
Crystal  Palace  medal. 

"Other  than  the  inscriptions 
above  and  below  the  building  edifice 
and  the  designer's  name  on  one  and  not 
on  the  other,  both  are  identical.  My  piece  is 
in  white  metal  and  measures  39mm. 

"Both  of  these  pieces,  listed  and  un¬ 
listed,  are  apparently  by  Lovett.  One  was 
issued  to  honor  the  police  of  all  nations  (as 
indicated  on  the  obverse)  and  the  other  to 
celebrate  the  Crystal  Palace  Exhibition.  The 
"Police  Dollar"  made  on  July  13,  1858,  is 
thought  to  lx*  too  early  to  be  the  Sage  Crys¬ 
tal  Palace  medal,  but  the  unlisted  piece 
may  have  been  made  months  later,  before 
the  Palace  burned  to  the  ground  (on  Octo¬ 
ber  5, 1858).  What  are  your  thoughts?" 

"Respectfully," 

Victor  E.  Annaloro 

Your  editor  expressed  great  interest, 
which  engendered  this  follow-up  from  Mr. 
Annaloro: 

"Dear  Dave, 

"In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  23, 
1998,  1  have  enclosed  with  this  letter  my 
specimen  of  the  Crystal  Palace  medal  that  I 
believe  may  lx*  the  one  intended  to  be  sold 
by  Augustus  Sage.  1  acquired  it  in  a  mail 
bid  auction  from  C&D  Gale  (Delaware)  on 
7/5/97  Lot  #16.  It  was  described  as  an  un¬ 
listed  HK-7  (A),  rare.  1  paid  $21X1  for  it.  It  is 
white  metal  and  grades  MS-60  or  better. 

"My  reasons  for  believing  this  may  be 
the  medal  advertised  by  Sage  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  In  the  Hibler-Kappen  book,  So-Called 
Dollars,  the  Crystal  Palace  pieces  (HK-5,  6, 
7, 8)  are  said  (by  HK)  to  have  been  difficult 
to  research  (page  4).  Types  I  and  111  prob¬ 
ably'  were  official  and  perhaps  sold  within 
the  Palace  during  exhibitions.  All  three 
types  are  extremely  rare.  The  type  II,  Po¬ 
lice— All  Nation's  Dollar  (HK-7)  is  de¬ 


scribed  as 
follows: 

"HK-7; 

Silver  or  silver- 
plated.  Size  25.  Ex- 
tremely  rare  $100  (in  1965)  •  Obv.  Edifice; 
above  Crystal  Place;  below  Police;  beaded 
border.  •  Rev.  An  involved  design.  In  cen¬ 
ter  is  circular  shield  with  12  stars,  within 
beaded  circle,  ravs  all  around,  just  outside 
around  rays  are  10  flags  whose  staffs  di¬ 
vide  surface  into  10  segments.  Above  each 
flag  in  each  segment  are  names  of  3  coun¬ 
tries.  Clockwise  these  are  Sweden/Nor¬ 
way/  Denmark;  Turkey/Greece/ Arabia; 
N lexico/ Canada / Brazil;  England / Ireland/ 
Scotland;  1  lolland  /  Netherlands/ Germany; 
japan/ Tartar)'/ China;  Russia/ Austria/ 
Italy;  Spain/Portugal/Sardinia;  Persia/ 
East  India/ Algiers;  France/Switzerland/ 
Belgium;  there  is  a  single  star  outside 
each  segment  above  each  flag  staff; 
beaded  border. 

"Note  that  it  does  not  say  who  de¬ 
signed  or  had  the  piece  struck  anywhere  in 
the  piece's  description.  1  believe  that  this 
information  is  not  indicated  because  the 
specimen  available  to  Hibler-Kappen  did 
not  have  the  designer's  name  or  initials  on 
the  piece.  Now  if  you  look  in  the  H-K 
book,  page  4,  the  HK-7  photo  illustration 
will  bear  this  out. 

"Also  note  that  throughout  the  HK 
catalogue  that  whenever  the  designer's 
name  or  initials  appear  on  a  piece,  obv.  or 
rev.,  microscopic  lettering  or  normal,  this  is 
indicated  in  the  item's  description.  (See 
HK-8  Crystal  Place,  'Pinches'  in  micro- 
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An  Unlisted  Crystal  Palace  Medal 


scopic  letters  on  obv.  border).  Either  HK 
did  not  know  who  designed  the  HK-7,  or 
Lovett's  name  was  not  included  because  it 
didn't  appear  on  their  piece. 

"While  reading  in  your  book  in  the 
commentary  on  Crystal  Palace  medals,  I 
noted  that  on  page  274,  that  the  Crystal 
Palace  medal  advertised  by  Augustus  B. 
Sage,  in  an  announcement  on  the  inside 
front  cover  of  the  Bogert  sale  catalogue, 
February  1859  (pg.  273),  never  was  actually 
sold,  and  that  the  design  is  not  known.  In 
footnote  #  4,  page  274  of  your  book,  you 
state  that,  'Eliminated  from  possibility  is  a 
medal  described  in  the  John  W.  Haseltine 
sale  of  the  Isaac  F.  Wood  Collection,  Part  1, 
July  5-7, 1882,  Lot  604:  New  York  Crystal 
Palace.  By  G.H.  Lovett,  Rev.  Flags  of  differ¬ 
ent  nations  &c.  White  metal.  Very  Good. 
(Size)  25.'  It  further  says  that  this  is  Hibler- 
Kappen  (in  So-Called  Dollars)  No.  7,  known 
in  silver  or  silver-plated  format,  size  25, 
they're  called  the  'Police  — All  Nations  Dol¬ 
lar.' 

"Records  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  reveal  that  an  impression  of 


Susan  L.  Maltby 

Time  was  when  just  about  any  coin 
collection  worth  having  been  collected 
was  stored  in  a  wooden  coin  cabinet. 
These  were  marketed  in  a  wide  variety 
of  forms,  some  quite  elegant,  and  most 
19th-century  dealers  had  used  or  new 
examples  for  sale.  The  Chapman  broth¬ 
ers,  well-known  Philadelphia  profes¬ 
sionals,  even  patented  their  own  style. 

In  a  very  interesting  article  in  Coin 
World,  Susan  L.  Maltby  discussed  coin 
cabinets,  noting  that: 

All  woods,  even  those  being  listed  as 
''least  corrosive,"  are  indeed  corrosive 
and  not  recommended  for  close  proxim¬ 
ity  to  numismatic  collections  (coins  and 
paper  money).  This  is  particularly  the 
case  with  sealed  enclosures  such  as  cabi¬ 
net  and  exhibit  cases.  1  noted  that  collec¬ 
tors  found  wooden  coin  cabinets  an  at¬ 
tractive  way  to  store  and  display  their 
collection. 


this  medal  was  accessioned  on  July  13, 
1858,  many  months  in  advance  of  Sage's 
indication  that  his  own  Crystal  Palace 
medal  was  to  be  published  and  when  no 
one  dreamed  that  the  structure  would  be 
demolished  by  fire. 

"In  that  I  am  an  active  collector  of 
both  so-called  dollars  and  Crystal  Palace 
medals,  I  am  aware  that  the  HK-7  is  un¬ 
signed  on  obverse  or  reverse.  In  the  de¬ 
scription  of  the  piece  in  the  Isaac  F.  Wood 
sale,  the  item  is  attributed  to  G.H.  Lovett.  I 
thought  that  either  the  cataloguer  was  very 
familiar  with  the  Crystal  Palace  pieces  or 
that  the  piece  being  described  had  Lovett's 
name  on  it.  So  maybe  the  piece  being  de¬ 
scribed  is  not  an  HK-7? 

"If  not  an  HK-7,  what  was  the  piece 
being  described?  Well  it  so  happens  that  I 
recently  purchased  an  unlisted  Crystal  Pal¬ 
ace  piece  very  similar  to  an  HK-7.  The 
piece  is  identical  to  an  HK-7  except  that  on 
the  obv.  instead  of  Crystal  Palace  above 
and  Police  below  the  edifice,  there  is  'New 
York  Crystal  Palace  for  the'  around  above 
and  in  another  line  'Exhibition'  and  below 


on  Coin  Cabinets 

Ms.  Maltby  noted  that  among 
woods,  "black  cherry  is  considered  to 
be  a  less  corrosive  wood.  Sweet  chest¬ 
nut  is  among  the  most  corrosive,  and  I 
am  not  certain  about  hickory."  She 
went  on  to  recommend  substances  such 
as  aluminum  foil  could  be  used  as  a 
barrier  between  numismatic  items  and 
wood. 

After  listing  three  manufacturers  of 
cabinets  she  noted  that  she  was  "willing 
to  consult  cabinetmakers  who  were  in¬ 
terested  in  producing  a  conservation- 
minded  cabinet"  with  drawers  and 
frame  that  would  not  be  corrosive  to 
contents.  Your  editor  thinks  this  is  an 
absolutely  great  idea  and  encourages 
Maltby  in  this  direction.  Certainly  with 
all  of  the  synthetic  products  available 
today,  someone  could  create  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  coin  cabinet  that  would  se¬ 
curely  store  its  contents. 


the  edifice  G.H.  Lovett  N.Y.,  then  in  a 
straight  line  'of  the,'  and  below  around  'In¬ 
dustry  of  All  Nations.'  The  reverse  is  iden¬ 
tical  to  the  HK-7.  Size  25  or  39mm,  white 
metal.  Apparently  Hibler  and  Kappen  did 
not  know  that  this  piece  existed  when  they 
put  their  catalogue  together. 

"I  believe  that  this  is  the  piece  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  Haseltine  sale  as  Lot  604 
and  is  the  Sage  Crystal  Palace  medal  he 
advertised.  G.H.  Lovett  appears  very 
prominently  on  the  obverse,  and  it  has  the 
'flags'  reverse.  Sage  had  a  close  personal 
relationship  with  diesinker  Lovett,  and  it 
seems  likely  that  he  would  have  used 
Lovett  to  make  the  Crystal  Palace  medal  he 
advertised.  My  specimen  also  fits  as  to  size 
(less  that  VA"  or  43mm  Harrison  medal), 
39mm  or  size  25  in  HK,  and  it  is  in  white 
metal  (one  of  the  metals  advertised).  It  is 
also  different  enough  from  the  'Police  Dol¬ 
lar'  to  be  offered  for  sale  as  a  separate  item. 

The  HK-7  "Police  Dollar"  impression 
was  accessioned  in  the  cabinet  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  on  July  13, 

1858.  Subsequently,  the  Crystal  Palace 
burned  to  the  ground  on  October  5, 1858. 
Sage  advertised  his  Palace  medal  as  ready 
in  the  Bogert  catalogue  sale  of  February 

1859.  The  Police  medal  is  believed  to  be  too 
early  to  have  been  the  piece  intended  for 
Sage.  Lovett  definitely  made  both  of  these 
pieces,  but  his  name  only  appears  on  one 
of  them.  Why?  Is  it  possible  that  there  was 
simply  no  room  for  his  name  because  of 
the  placement  of  the  word  'Police,'  or  were 
they  made  under  private  contract  to  be  is¬ 
sued  as  commemoratives  (Police  All  Na¬ 
tions)  by  the  Crystal  Palace  Administration 
with  no  maker  identification  stated? 

This  unlisted  piece  could  have  been 
made  by  Lovett  (for  Sage)  at  a  later  date 
(after  July  of  1858,  but  before  October 
1858)  using  the  same  dies  (as  HK-7) 
with  some  alterations.  The  burning  of 
the  Crystal  Palace  made  the  pieces  use¬ 
less  to  Sage  and  would  also  explain 
their  rarity.  The  catalogues  were  likelv 
printed  before  the  Palace  burned.  1  as¬ 
sume  that  while  the  medals  may  have 
been  withheld  from  general  sale,  the  al¬ 
ready-printed  were  used  anyway  be¬ 
cause  of  financial  reasons. 
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1917  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely  bril¬ 
liant,  but  with  splashes  of  deep  gold  on  both 


sides . 169 

1917  MS-60.  Brilliant . 115 


1917-D  Mintmarkon  Reverse.  MS-62 (NGC).  I  ightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  1,250 


Desirable  Mint  State  1917-S  50c 
Obverse  Mintmark 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this,  one  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  the 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 2,950 


Key  1917-S  "Obverse"  50c 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-61  (NGC)  Bril¬ 
liant.  Another  specimen  of  this  kev  issue. ..  2,895 


Likes  the  Bass  Catalogue! 

"Dear  Dave: 

"1  think  the  catalogue  of  the  Harry 
Bass  Collection,  Part  I,  that  you  folks 
turned  out  a  few  months  ago  is  the 
best  auction  catalogue  ever  produced 
by  any  company  at  any  time.  I  know 
whereof  I  speak,  as  I  collect  auction 
catalogues  as  a  specialty,  and  have  all 
of  yours  from  1955  up.  I  also  have 
over  2,000  catalogues  issued  by  oth¬ 
ers. 

"You  folks  go  the  extra  mile,  and 
not  only  was  the  Bass  catalogue 
numismatically  excellent,  but  it  con¬ 
tained  a  lot  of  information  not  even  in 
the  standard  reference  books,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  section  about  United 
States  currency.  Congratulations." 
-G.M. 


Important  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  more 
important  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dollars  in  the 
Liberty  Walking  series . 2,495 

Gem  1919-S  Half  Dollar  Rarity 


1919-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful  A 
rare  prize,  that  will  be  the  apple  of  the  new 

owner's  eye.  We  guarantee  it! . 12,050 

1919-S  AU-53  (AN  ACS).  Brilliant.  Quite  a  bit  of  press 
has  been  giyen  to  the  1919-S  over  the  years,  de¬ 
servedly  so,  for  it  is  one  of  the  hardest-to-find 

varieties  of  its  era . 1,750 

1919-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Another  new  purchase.  1,650 

1919-S  EF-10 . 875 

1919-S  EF-40  ( ANACS) . 875 


Low-Mintage  1921  50< 


1921  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  2,950 


Important  Key-Date  1921-S  50c 


1921-S  VF-35  (NGC).  A  nice  original  piece  with  lively 
rose  iridescence  on  golden  gray  surfaces.  An  im¬ 
portant  key  date  in  all  grades,  particularly  in  VF 


or  finer . 2,800 

Three  of  the  most  important  dates  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  series  all  bear  the  date  1921,  these  being,  of 
course,  the  1921, 1921-D,  and  1921-S  issues.  The  1921-S  issue 
has  the  largest  mintage  of  these  three  dates,  and  is  valued 
accordingly  in  grades  of  Good  to  Very  Fine.  In  VF,  the  date 
becomes  more  valuable  in  relationship  to  the  other  two  1921- 
dated  issues,  and  at  "just"  the  EF-40  level,  the  1921-S  half 
dollar  becomes  the  undisputed  king  of  the  entire  series.  A 
splendid  VF  example,  such  as  that  offered  here,  affords  the 
"best  of  both  worlds"  to  the  potential  buyer.  The  quality  is 
outstanding,  yet  the  price  is  affordable,  particularly  when 
compared  to  pieces  at  higher  levels  than  that  offered  here 

I927-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
gold  toning . * . 1,895 


Choice  Mint  State  1928-S  50c 


1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

bright  silver  surfaces . 2^50 

1928-S  MS-62  (PCGSi  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  pale 
champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  A  lovely  coin  for 
the  grade,  one  that  seriously  challenges  the  quality 
of  coins  graded  MS-63;  in  short,  a  winner.  ..  1,695 

1933-S  MS-63  V  ,c  Brilliant . 1.150 

1933-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 1,150 

1933- S  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-o5  (NGC)  Light  champagne  iridescence.  425 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 95 

1934  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 420 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

Gem  Mint  State  1934-S  50c 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  near  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck  with  virtually  complete  hand  and 
head  details  on  the  obverse.  Elusive  so  fine.  3,250 
1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 
among  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  this  de¬ 


cade . 1,375 

1934-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 675 
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1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  deep 


golden  toning  circling  Miss  Liberty . 675 

1934- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 295 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  some  golden 

toning.  Very  attractive . 1,650 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 745 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  501 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  pleasing  gem  with  a  modicum  of  cameo 
contrast  present . 3,695 

#, 

Attractive  Proof  1936  501 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  example 
with  faint  gold  peripheral  toning . 3,695 


1936  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1936- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 199 

1937- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 448 

1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 435 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 


1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  FOCUS  ON  A  RARITY! 
We  have  just  purchased  a  small  group  of 
lovely  MS-65  (PCGS)  specimens  of  this,  the 
lowest-mintage  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  of 
the  1930s.  If  you  want  one,  you've  come  to  the 
right  place.  Not  easy  to  find  at  the  gem  level. 


Order  early! . 975 

A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  business 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  Only  491,600  were  struck. 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . . 249 

1938- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 239 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 139 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1939-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1939- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1940- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1940- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 459 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1941-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 


1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,475 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1941-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1941-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1942  Proof -65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other  of 
which  we  are  aware.  When  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail  Watson, 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Ray  Merena,  and  Dave  Bowers  buy  for  our 
stock,  they  are  very  "fussy,"  often  bypassing  several  coins  to 
buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If  you  are 


building  a  high-quality  collection  of  these  beautiful  coins, 
please  review  our  selection  carefully 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-64  (Hallmark) . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous;  well  struck  with  amber 

peripheral  toning . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  toning . 365 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 239 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  AU-58.  Light  amber  toning . 25 

1942-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 


1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 


fine! . 2,150 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 529 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 

1942- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant .  39 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 27 

1943  AU-55.  Brilliant . 17 

1943- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1943-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1943-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 695 

1943-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 


1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold  surfaces.  435 


Winning  Commentary  from  Newt  Gingrich 


We  congratulate  Newt  Gingrich  on  a  speech 
he  gave  in  May.  Not  that  we  are  a  Newt  Gingrich 
fan,  for  we  thought  he  was  a  bit  overbearing  when 
he  was  in  Congress.  However,  this  report  from 
USA  Today  seems  to  be  right  on: 

In  a  speech  Wednesday  to  about  500 
Republican  women,  Gingrich  said  elimina¬ 
tion  of  prayer  and  "the  creator"  from 
schools,  lack  of  teaching  about  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  a  steady  stream  of  violence  in  the 
movies  and  in  video  games  have  produced 
teenagers  who  are  morally  adrift.  He 
blamed  an  overtaxing  government  for  forc¬ 
ing  parents  to  spend  more  time  working, 
away  from  their  children. 


But  Gingrich  said  attempts  to  make  guns 
a  scapegoat  for  last  month's  shootings  at  Col¬ 
umbine  High  School  were  "banalities." 

"I  want  to  say  to  the  elite  of  this  coun¬ 
try— the  elite  news  media,  the  liberal  aca¬ 
demic  elite,  the  liberal  political  elite," 
Gingrich  told  the  Republican  Women's 
Leadership  Forum,  "I  accuse  you  in 
Littleton,  and  I  accuse  you  in  Kosovo,  of  be¬ 
ing  afraid  to  talk  about  the  mess  you  have 
made,  and  being  afraid  to  take  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  things  you  have  done,  and  instead 
foisting  upon  the  rest  of  us  pathetic  banali¬ 
ties  because  you  don't  have  the  courage  to 
look  at  the  world  you  have  created." 
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1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1943- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 36 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  36 

1944  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1944- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1944-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 67 

1944-D  MS-63  Brilliant . 52 

1944-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 625 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1944- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1945  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  105 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant .  4'* 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS)  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 49 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

P>48  MS-63.  Brilliant .  38 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1945  MS-62.  Brilliant .  •! 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  31 

1945  AU-55.  Brilliant . 15 

1945- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1945-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  165 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1945- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces .  149 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-63  (KGS).  Brilliant .  38 

1946  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1946  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  29 

1946- 1)  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  105 

1946-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 49 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant .  34 

1946-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1946-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 139 

1946-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 139 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 


Add  our  great  books  to  your  library! 


1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1947  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1947-D  MS-66  (NCX  )  Brilliant  . 750 

1947-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1947-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we 
have  been  buying!  All  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a 
very  nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condi¬ 
tion-conscious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set, 

1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  just  about  everyone. 
It  you're  on  a  budget,  consider  MS-63,  equivalent  to 
choice  Mint  State.  It  you  have  extra  funds  in  vour 
checking  account,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65  Our  se¬ 


lection  is  of  very  high  quality. 

1948  MS-65  FBI.  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 185 

1948  MS-65  FBI.  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 185 

1948  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1948  MS-63  FBI  Brilliant . 

1948-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1948-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  amber  toning . 32 

1948-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 


1949  MS-64  FBI.  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 


per  of  light  toning . 125 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning . 295 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 295 

1949- D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 115 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 89 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1950  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 45 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (KGS).  Brilliant . * . 189 

1950-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 55 

1950- D  MS-63  Brilliant . 35 

1951  Proof-63  (KGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1951  MS-65  FBL  (KGS).  Brilliant . 295 

P/51  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1951  -D  MS-64  FBL  (KGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1951- D  Ms  .4  Brilliant .  55 

1951-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 109 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1951- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  rose  toning . 45 

1952  M545  FBL  (ANACS) . 205 

1952  MS-64  FBL  (KGS)  Satinv  surfaces  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  vellow  peripheral  toning . 75 

1952- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 37 

1952-S  MS-63  (KGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1952-S  MS-64  Brilliant . 65 


We  get  many  illustrious  visitors  here  in  New  Hampshire. ..especially  as  the  first-in-the- 
nation,  presidential  primary  starts  gaining  momentum.  In  fact,  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
greeting  several  candidates  over  the  years.  |ust  the  other  day,  these  staffers  met  one  of  the 
Republican  forerunners  when  George  W.  Bush  was  in  the  area.  Over  600  interested  voters 
attended  a  brief  reception  at  St.  Anselm's  College  in  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  one  of 
many  such  events  held  while  the  "Governor"  was  in  the  area.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  are 
John  Babalis,  Chris  karstedt,  Andrew  Bowers,  George  W.  Bush,  Melissa  Karstedt,  and  Dave 
Bowers.  Could  these  winning  smiles  be  an  indication  of  a  winning  campaign?  Only  time 
will  tell! 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1952-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  65 


1953  MS-65  Brilliant . 235 

1953  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 235 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Lovely  rainbow  iridescence.  .  39 

1953-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1953-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1953-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1953-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1953-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 


1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1954  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 


1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1954-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1954-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 58 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 22 


Interesting  Denver  Mint  Information 


First  Days  of  Striking 

But,  a  credit  line  is  needed! 


We  were  going  through  some  "stuff" 
the  other  day  to  sort  out  articles,  letters, 
and  other  items  to  include  in  upcoming 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  We  found 
the  following,  which  may  have  been  from 
some  of  our  sniffing  around  in  old  Mint 
records,  or  perhaps  a  reader  contributed  it.  If 
the  latter  is  the  case,  we  owe  you  a  credit 
line  and,  moreover,  we'll  send  you  a  cou¬ 
pon  for  $50  worth  of  free  books  from  our 
Publications  Department.  Just  let  us  know! 

Alternatively  (and  a  likely  possibility)  it 
may  have  been  with  the  Theophile  E.  Leon  / 
Virgil  Brand  ephemera  we  had  two  years  ago. 

The  following  listing,  never  before 
given  in  a  numismatic  publication  to  our 
knowledge  (if  we're  wrong,  we'll  run  a 
correction),  gives  the  first  day  that  various 
early  Denver  Mint  coins  were  struck. 

Test  token: 

1905:  Bronze  disc  inscribed  DENVER  1905. 
Reverse  blank.  Struck  at  the  Denver  Mint 
to  commemorate  the  opening,  October  28, 
1905.  Qne  of  these  was  in  our  recent  Harry 
W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  Sale,  Part  I. 

Bronze  One-Cent  Pieces: 

1911- D:  Lincoln  Head.  First  specimen  struck 
on  May  20, 1911 

1912- D:  January  2, 1912 

1913- D:  May  9, 1913 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces: 

1912-D:  Liberty  Head.  First  specimen  struck 
on  February  5, 1912 


1913-D:  Buffalo  Type  I.  February  24, 1913 

Silver  Dimes: 

1906- D:  Barber  type.  First  specimen  struck  on 
February  27, 1906 

1907- D:  January  9, 1907 

1908- D:  January  6, 1908 

1909- D:  February  27, 1909 

1910- D:  December  3, 1910 

1911- D:  January  30, 1911 

1912- D:  May  3, 1912 

Silver  Quarter  Dollars: 

1906- D:  Barber  type.  First  specimen  struck  on 
February  15, 1906 

1907- D:  March  7, 1907 

1908- D:  January  20, 1908 

1909- D:  January  13, 1909 

1910- D:  July  20, 1910 

1911- D:  May  24, 1911 

Silver  Half  Dollars: 

1906- D:  Barber  type.  First  specimen  struck  on 
March  2, 1906 

1907- D:  January  31, 1907 

1908- D:  January  6, 1908 

1911- D:  December  8, 1908 

1912- D:  November  13, 1912 

1913- D:  January  6, 1913 

$2.50  Gold  Coins: 

1911-D:  Bela  L.  Pratt's  Indian  Head  design. 
First  specimen  struck  on  April  18, 1911 

$5  Gold  Coins: 

1906-D:  Liberty  Head.  First  specimen  struck 


on  June  9,  1906 

1907- D:  Liberty  Head.  March  16, 1907 

1908- D:  Bela  L.  Pratt's  Indian  Head  de¬ 
sign.  November  5,  1908 

1909- D:  January  30, 1909 

1910- D:  January  19, 1910 

1911- D:  April  24, 1911 

$10  Gold  Coins: 

1906- D:  Liberty  Head.  First  specimen 
struck  on  March  12,  1906 

1907- D:  Liberty  Head.  March  8, 1907 

1908- D:  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  Head  de¬ 
sign,  no  motto.  June  12, 1908  (this  is  the 
issue  with  the  D  mintmark  way  out  in 
left  field,  so  to  speak) 

1908- D:  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  Head  de¬ 
sign,  with  motto.  August  12, 1908 

1909- D:  January  12, 1909 

1910- D:  January  25, 1910 

1911- D:  April  26, 1911 

$20  Gold  Coins: 

1906- D:  Liberty  Head.  First  specimen 
struck  on  April  4, 1906. 

1907- D:  Liberty  Head.  September  30, 
1907 

1908- D:  Saint-Gaudens  design,  no  motto. 
March  14, 1908 

1908- D:  Saint-Gaudens  design,  with 
motto.  July  31, 1908 

1909- D:  January  5, 1909 

1910- D:  September  19,  1910 

1911- D:  January  28, 1911 

1913-D:  January  28, 1913 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1955  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1956  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1956  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 20 

1957  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 19 

1957  MS-60.  Brilliant . 12 

1957-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1957- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1958  MS-64  (NGC)  Nicely  toned . 19 

1958  MS-63.  Brilliant .  14 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2(H) 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  toning . 19 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 245 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1959  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars,  it 
will  help  you  and  also  help  us  if  you  have  second  choices  in 
mind  when  vou  telephone,  fax,  or  mail  your  order 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1959-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1959-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1960  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64.  Brilliant . 23 

1960  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 23 

1960  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 13 

1960  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1960-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1960-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1961  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 


1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  gold  periph¬ 


eral  toning . 285 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-65  (FOGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1961  MS-63  Brilliant . 14 

1961 -D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1961 -D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 425 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1961 -D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. ..  28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant  .  14 

1962  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS-65  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 185 

1962  MS44(FGGS)  Brilliant .  22 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1%2-D  MS-65  (KGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1%2-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1%2-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1%2-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1%2-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1%2-D  MS-63  (KGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1%3  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (KGS).  Brilliant  w  ith  light  toning  on 

the  rims . 85 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  ms-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  . S3 

1963-1)  MS  64  I  Bl  (PC  ( .S)  Brilliant 

1963-D  MS-64  (NGC)  Light  golden  surfaces  19 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1%3-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  1 4 

CHOICE  MS-63  SPECIAL  GROUP!  As  a  group,  one 
each  of  1962,  1%2-D,  1963,  and  1%3-D.  Special, 
one  group  per  customer: . 54 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years 
we  have  helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections 
ever  assembled.  The  present  listing  begins  with  a 
truly  memorable  1795  of  the  Draped  Bust  varietie— 
and  continues  to  include  many  other  choice  and 
interesting  pieces  among  Draped  Bust  dollars,  an 

Knowledge  is  the  key  to  success! 

Don't  miss  the  book  section  in  this  issue. 


1836  Gobrecht,  some  attractive  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lars,  and  a  virtual  panorama  of  Morgan  and  Peace 
dollars. 


Draped  Bust  Dollars 


First  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


1795  Bowers  Borckardt-51.  AU-50  (KGS).  First  die  in 
American  coinage  to  use  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 
design.  A  lovely  specimen  that  combines  high 
grade  and  attractive  appearance . 9,100 


Attractive  1798  BB-%  Dollar 


1798  BB-%.  Heraldic  or  Large  Eagle.  AU-50  (KGS). 

Deep  golden  brown  with  lighter  ivory'  lustre  in 
the  protected  areas  of  the  devices.  Slightly  scarcer 
variety  that  is  still  suitable  for  the  type  collector. 
First  year  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Superb 
quality! . 3,950 

1799  BB-158.  VF-20  A  nice  original  piece  that  will  fit 

nicely  into  a  type  set . 895 


Exceptional  1802  Silver  Dollar 


1802  BB-241.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  of 
exceptionally  high  grade  and  quality . 6,995 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Some  Comments  on  Wise  Buying 


Example  1:  In  a  recent  article  about 
ANA  President  Anthony  Swiatek,  Timothy 
Rolands,  reporter  for  Numismatic  News,  told 
how  Swiatek  began  collecting  coins  in  1952 
when  his  uncle  gave  him  a  Proof  set  that 
year.  His  father  then  gave  him  a  1921  Pil¬ 
grim  commemorative  half  dollar.  Swiatek 
was  11  years  old  at  the  time. 

He  became  serious  about  collecting 
around  1966-1968.  His  first  purchase  was  a 
"gem  red  Uncirculated"  1849  copper  cent, 
which  turned  out  to  be  "artifically"  colored. 

Swiatek' s  experience  is  not  particularly 
unusual.  Often,  beginners  in  the  hobby  scan 
various  offerings  in  magazines,  at  flea  mar¬ 
kets,  and  elsewhere,  and  assume  that  there 
is  a  code  of  honor  among  coin  sellers,  and 
that  if  an  1849  copper  cent  is  marked  "gem 
red  Uncirculated,"  then  other  collectors 
would  generally  agree  that  this  is  the  proper 
grade. 

Example  2:  On  a  television  shopping 
channel  a  very  convincing  sales  team  tells 
viewers  that,  in  effect,  the  sponsors  have 
made  the  buy  of  the  century.  By  amazing 
good  fortune  they  were  able  to  purchase  a 
large  number  of  old  "rare"  and  "valuable" 
coins.  After  doing  this,  they  examined  some 
"coin  books"  and,  lo  and  behold,  the  coins 
were,  indeed,  very  valuable.  However,  be¬ 
cause  they  were  purchased  at  such  a  low 
cost,  now  you,  the  lucky  viewer,  can  for 
only  $40(1  buy  coins  that  are  "worth"  $2,000 
if  bought  from  a  coin  dealer! 

We  are  quite  skeptical.  A  leading  nu¬ 
mismatic  consumer  advocate  did  some 
studying  of  coin  offers  on  television,  and 
concluded  that  the  typical  Morgan  silver 
dollar  was  offered  for  a  price  of  two  and 
one-half  to  four  times  as  much  as  the  aver¬ 
age  established  reputable  coin  dealer 
would  charge  at  full  retail! 

Example  3:  From  an  Internet  seller,  an 
alert  numismatist  obtained  for  only  $350  a 


beautiful  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling,  a  coin 
grading  VF  to  EF  and  normally  worth  at 
least  $2,000  to  $3,000.  And,  indeed,  it  was 
beautiful.  Trouble  is  that  it  was  also  a  fake. 

Cure:  Years  ago,  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  highly  successful  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine,  said,  "There  is  no  Santa 
Claus  in  numismatics.  You  get  what  you 
pay  for." 

If  a  "rare  $1,000  coin"  is  available  for 
$200,  it  is  probably  a  $200  coin  (if  that),  al¬ 
most  certainly  not  a  $1,000  coin. 

The  cure  is  simple:  Before  buying  a 
coin,  learn  something  about  it.  One  of  the 
"blessings"  we  all  have  is  an  abundance  of 
information.  In  fact,  we  probably  have  too 
much  information. 

If  (real  example)  someone  on  television 
offers  you  a  "rare.  Mint  condition"  1878 
Morgan  dollar  for  "only  $199,"  and  the  coin 
is  barely  Mint  State,  it  might  be  useful  for 
you  to  know  that  established  rare  coin 
dealer  X,  who  has  been  in  business  for  10 
years  and  who  has  numismatists  as  his  pri¬ 
mary  customers,  would  sell  you  one  for,  say, 
$40. 

Here  is  how  to  be  a  wise  coin  buyer: 

Point  1:  If  you  are  not  a  serious  numis¬ 
matist  yourself,  a  simple  protection  is  to 
buy  a  coin  certified  by  one  of  the  leading 
grading  services  (the  three  largest  are 
PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS).  While  grading 
is  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  there  may  be 
differences  among  graders,  at  least  if  PCGS 
(for  example)  calls  a  coin  MS-65,  it  is  not 
likely  that  it  is  greatly  different  from  that;  it 
may  be  called  MS-64  or  MS-66  by  someone 
else,  but  it  is  hardly  likely  to  be  MS-60. 

Point  2:  For  pricing  information,  con¬ 
sult  "Trends"  in  Coin  World,  or  "The  Coin 
Market"  in  Numismatic  News,  or  the  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter  (a  short  list;  there  are  other 
good  guides  as  well).  If  a  coin  is  listed  for 
$40,  then  you  can  assume  that  there  are 


plenty  of 
such  coins 
around, 
and  that  a 
nice  speci¬ 
men  will 
cost  about 
$40. 

Point  3; 

Look  at  the  coin 
and  determine 
that  it  is  pretty. 

If  it  is  spotted, 
stained,  or  ugly  —  no  matter  that 
it  may  be  in  a  certified  holder  — pass  it  by 
and  wait  for  a  nicer  one. 

Point  4:  Build  a  small  (at  least)  library 
of  coin  books.  Determine  which  series  and 
coins  are  appealing  and  interesting  to  you, 
and  then  buy  those  pieces.  Often,  if  you 
read  about  the  history  and  romance  of  a 
coin,  its  ownership  desirability  will  double 
or  triple  and  you'll  have  a  lot  more  enjoy¬ 
ment  with  it. 

Point  5:  Except  for  Virgil  M.  Brand 
(who  died  in  1926),  no  numismatist  has  ever 
had  the  inclination  or  financing  to  buy  one 
of  every  coin  under  the  numismatic  sun. 
Thus,  pick  a  niche  or  specialty. 

Point  6;  Except  for  great  rarities,  a 
coin  that  you  are  not  able  to  buy  today  will 
probably  be  available  tomorrow  or  next 
month.  Some  patience  is  required.  How¬ 
ever,  as  United  Airlines  used  to  say  (and 
perhaps  still  does),  "getting  there  is  half 
the  fun."  Gathering  an  interesting  collec¬ 
tion  coin-by-coin  is  what  numismatics  is  all 
about. 

Point  7:  Enjoy  your  experience.  If 
you  are  not  a  "happy  numismatist,"  con¬ 
sider  another  hobby.  Any  avocation  worth 
pursuing  should  add  to  your  quality  and 
enjoyment  of  life.  Life  is  too  short  to  do 
otherwise. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Gobrecht  Dollar 


Historical  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 
C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base 


1836  Pollock-65,  )udd-60.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS) 
Alignment  IV.  Sharply  struck  with  considerable 
remaining  Proof  lustre.  Very  light  hairlines  as  al¬ 
most  always  seen.  A  restrike  probably  produced 
sometime  after  the  summer  of  1859.  Satisfaction  is 
guaranteed  as  always . 8,550 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

All  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  scarce,  and 
many  of  them  are  rare.  And  vet,  prices  for  most  are 
quite  reasonable.  Our  selection  includes  interesting 
opportunities  for  you. 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS)  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  795 


1842  EF-45  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 395 

1846  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  gra\  surfaces  show 
decent  lustre  and  a  minimum  of  marks . 695 


Wonder  How  They  Tasted? 

This  is  from  The  New-Hampshire  Ga¬ 
zette,  October  13,  1807,  a  dispatch  from 
Portland  (District  of  Maine)  dated  October  1: 

COUNTERFEITING 
On  Saturday  evening,  last,  John 
Drew  was  apprehended  in  this  tow'n, 
for  attempting  to  pass  a  counterfeit  five 
dollar  bill  of  the  Maine  Bank  and  a 
seven  dollar  bill  of  Smithfield  Bank.  As 
soon  as  he  found  he  was  detected,  he 
snatched  up  the  bills  and  endeavored  to 
swallow  them;  but  was  prevented. 

Upon  searching  him,  other  bills 
w'ere  found  in  his  boot;  also  a  note  of 
hand  of  $100  dollars  against  a  merchant 
of  this  town,  which  he  had  some  time 
since  paid,  and  must  have  been  stolen 
from  his  desk.  He  was  committed  to 
prison  to  stand  trial;  being  unable  to 
procure  bail  for  300  dollars,  which  was 
all  the  justice  required. 


Pleasing  1846-0  Seated  Liberty  Dollar 
1846-0  AU-58  (NGC).  I .ustrous  with  light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 2,595 

1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nicelv  toned.  Scarce  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  issue . 1,095 


Elusive  1853  Dollar 


1853  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  umber  surfaces  Beginning 
this  year,  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  were  struck 
nearly  exclusively  for  export  purposes.  Today  the 
1853  in  Mint  State  is  a  rarity,  not  in  the  class  of 
1854-1856,  but  still  very  elusive.  Only  at  infre¬ 
quent  intervals  do  we  have  one  for  sale.  This 
lovely  piece  is  a  new  purchase  and  is  offered  here 

for  the  first  time . 3,195 

1853  AU-58  I  ustrous  surfaces  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 1,695 

1856  EF-40.  Lightly  toned . 1,195 

1859  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces 
with  hints  of  gunmetal-blue,  rose,  and  golden 

toning . 1,050 

1859-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  e>79 


Choice  Proof  1860  Dollar 


1860  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen.  3.250 
1860  AU-55  K  *  S)  725 


I860  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen.  3.250 
1860  AU-55  I  \  1 5)  725 


Buy  Today ,  Enjoy  Tomorrow! 

When  you  place  your  order  from 
this  Rare  Coin  Review  with  Gail  or 
Janet,  ask  them  about  our  express  de¬ 
livery.  In  this  way  the  coins  you  order 
today  can  be  in  your  hands  tomorrow. 
The  extra  cost  is  nominal  and  for 
larger  orders  is  free. 


1860-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
available  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  Mint  State,  thus 
a  candidate  for  a  type  set . 1,650 


Memorable  Business  Strike  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC)  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even 
more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  presented.  A 


find  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 5,795 

1864  AU-50  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  . 1,450 

1866  AU-58  (ANACS)  First  year  with  the  motto  IN 

GOD  Wl  THUS!  1,450 

1866  AU-50  Brilliant . 995 

1866  AU-50  I  PCX  IS) 

1870  AU-58  NGC)  Nicely  toned  in  iridescent  col¬ 
ors _ _ 695 


Lovely  1870-CC  Seated  Liberty  Dollar 


1870-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 3,995 

1871  AU-50  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 625 


1870-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 3,995 

1871  AU-50  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 625 


Splendid  Proof  1872  Dollar 


1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Delicate  champagne  ton¬ 
ing  over  deep  mirror  fields.  A  splendid  specimen;  a 
rarity  in  this  combination  of  high  technical  grade  plus 
(equally  important),  superb  eye  appeal . 5,795 
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Low-Mintage  Proof  1873  Dollar 


1873  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  amber  toning  with  a  touch 
of  bright  blue  at  the  rims.  Only  600  were  minted. 


Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar . 2,095 

1873  MS-60 .  1,295 


Morgan  Dollars 

Look  the  following  listing  over  carefully,  then  call 
our  Direct  Sales  Department  (Gail  Watson  and  Janet 
Lavertue).  Before  you  know  it,  some  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  Morgan  dollars  you've  ever  seen  will  be  arriving 
in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  issues  one  listing  may  represent  dozens 
of  specimens  in  our  stock,  while  for  others  a  coin  may 
be  one-of-a-kind.  Thus,  our  best  advice  is  to  order  as 
early  as  you  can. 

Morgan  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  widely  col¬ 
lected  of  all  American  series.  In  fact,  among  older 
series  they  are  the  most  popular!  And,  why  not?  A 
basic  set  of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer 
than  100  coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  Mint 
State  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin, 
some  for  a  lot  less. 

As  a  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  you  can  get 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money"  in  this  series.  A  complete 
collection  of  one  of  each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan 
dollars  is  almost  completely  obtainable,  the  "stopper" 


Long-Ago  Bonanza ! 

The  following  is  from  the  New-Hamp- 
shire  Gazette,  June  13,  1809: 

$40,000  Dollars  Found!!! 

We  are  informed  by  a  gentlemen 
from  Grayson  County  (Virginia)  that 
a  Mr.  Perkins,  (farmer  of  the  county) 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  discover  in  a 
hollow  tree,  the  sum  of  40,000  dollars. 

It  is  said  Mr.  Perkins  has  forwarded  a 
part  to  the  Mint  of  the  U.  States. 

Now,  if  one  of  our  readers  would 
like  to  poke  through  Mint  records  in 
the  National  Archives  to  see  if  there  is 
any  other  information  about  Mr. 
Perkins'  deposit,  we  open  our  columns 
to  more  information. 


being  the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint.  If  you  modify  your 
goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually 
struck  for  circulation,  you  can  put  together  an  abso¬ 
lutely  complete  set.  A  popular  way  to  go  is  to 
purchase  as  many  as  possible  in  Mint  State,  and  then 
handle  the  scarce  and  rare  issues  one  at  a  time— such 
as  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  1895-0.  These  latter  pieces 
can  be  obtained  in  worn  grades  for  reasonable  prices, 
or  in  higher  grades  as  finances  permit. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 


1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

Ever  popular  "changeover"  variety . 2,950 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 395 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 139 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  139 
1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (  as  normally 

seen).  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 210 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 69 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  AU-58.  Bril¬ 
liant . 26 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879,  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 159 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 69 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-60 . 42 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  AU-50 . 26 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,325 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,325 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1878-CC  AU-58.  Brilliant . 95 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1878-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1878-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning . 49 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1878-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 35 

1879  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 


1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 


of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 55 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1879  AU-50.  Brilliant . 19 


Key  1879-CC  Dollar 


1879-CC  Clear  or  perfect  CC.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  very  choice,  very  desirable  specimen  of 


this  key  issue . 3,850 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1879-0  AU-50 . 21 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. .  395 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (NGC) . 215 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  prooflike  reverse . 215 


1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 
1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  69 
1879-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  We  recently  purchased 
a  little  hoardlet  of  Independent  Coin  Grading 
[Service]  certified  dollars.  This  new  service,  which 
has  some  fine  people  on  its  staff,  must  have 
latched  on  to  an  old-time  holding.  You'll  find  your 
coin  will  compare  favorable  to  any  others  on  the 
market.  While  a  few  dozen  last,  you  can  buy  one 


for: . 135 

1879-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 135 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1879-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 66 


1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Deja  vu  (sort  of,  but 
a  different  service  and  grade):  We  recently  pur¬ 
chased  a  little  hoardlet  of  Professional  Coin  Grad¬ 
ing  Service  certified  dollars.  This  old  service, 
which  has  some  fine  people  on  its  staff,  must  have 
latched  on  to  an  old-time  holding.  You'll  find  your 
coin  will  compare  favorable  to  any  others  on  the 
market.  While  a  few  dozen  last,  you  can  buy  one 


for: . 66 

1879-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1879-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1879-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  95 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 985 

1880  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56 
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Join  the  Popularity  Parade! 


Historical  Background 

Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and 
last  coined  in  1921 ,  were  lor  many  years  the 
largest  silver  coins  ol  the  American  realm. 
Today  they  are  the  most  popular  American 
series.  Combine  this  with  the  lact  that  the 


Build  your  own  collection  through 
The  Bo  wers  and  Merena 


Dollar  Society 


Here  s  Hoie  to  Become  a  Member 


1 . )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade  level  vou  wish  to  collect,  and  whether 
you  prefer  certified  coins  or  non-certified  coins. 

2. )  i  hoose  youi  payment  preference  personal  check  or  credit  card  authorization. 

3. )  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  at  1-800-222  ;  1  ■  . 

and  we  will  take  it  Irom  there! 

poll 

We  want  to  make  it  easy  and  convenient  for 

you  to  form  a  beautilul  and  meaningful  _ 

collection.  Call  today  and  you  will  be 
on  your  way  to  acquiring  a  magnificent 
selection  ol  sparkling  Morgan  dollars —  ® 
a  collection  you  will  enjoy  sharing  with 
your  family  and  triends.  Such  a  set,  it 
completed,  will  eventually  include  one  ol 
each  Morgan  dollar  date  and  mintmark 
from  the  first  year  ol  issue,  1878,  to  the 

last,  1921 ,  plus  some  interesting  varieties,  lor  a  total  ol  98  coins  in  all! 


Your  Benefits  as  a  Member 


majority  ol  dates  and  mintmarks  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  lor  relatively  low  prices  in  beautilul 
Mint  State,  and  you  have  all  the  ingredients 
ol  a  fascinating,  winning,  challenging  collec¬ 
tion!  Struck  at  five  different  mints  and  often 
in  large  quantities,  at  one  times  these  “cart¬ 
wheels  were  familiar  sights  in  saloons,  casi¬ 
nos,  and  elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circula¬ 
tion,  others  were  held  in  reserve  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  as  backing  lor  its  paper  Sil¬ 
ver  Certificates.  Years  later,  in  lact  until  the 
supply  ran  out  in  March  1964,  these  were 
paid  out  at  face  value.  Today,  Morgan  dollars 
are  widely  dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by 
numismatists  who  enjoy  their  beauty,  history, 
and,  a  remarkable  bonus  shared  by  lew  other 
early  series,  their  availability  in  choice  and 
gem  Mint  State  for  very  reasonable  prices. 


*1*  Buying  from  one  of  the  world  s  most 
established  and  most  respected  rare  coin 
firms — a  company  with  unsurpassed  finan¬ 
cial  and  professional  credentials. 

•!*  Premium  Quality,  hand-selected  coins 
cherrypicked  to  your  specifications,  backed 
by  our  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion.  In  addition,  each  coin  will  be  graded 
by  PCGS,  NGC,  or  another  grading  service 
of  your  choice  or,  if  you  prefer,  uncertified 
to  place  in  an  album. 


❖  First  choice  ol  coins  we  acquire  Irom 
old-time  collections,  estates,  our  coast-to- 
coast  buying  trips,  and  all  new  purchases 
that  cross  our  threshold! 

♦>  A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  This  will 
mean  additional  savings  lor  you! 

•I*  A  30%  discount  on  albums  and  hold¬ 
ers  in  which  to  store  and  display  your  col¬ 
lection. 

♦J*  A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we  offer. 


❖  A  FRHF.  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  tor  as  long  as 
you  arc  a  member! 

•!•  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyer  's  Guide 
to  Silver  Dolitrs  and  Trade  Dolitrs  of  the 
United  States. 

•!•  A  personal  checklist  tor  you  to  keep  an 
inventors'  ot  your  collection. 

❖  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent  via 
e-mail  or  fax  once  a  week  (upon  request). 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1880-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 915 

1880-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 335 

1880-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1880-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1880-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 259 

1880-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  GOOD  FORTUNE! 
For  us.  For  you.  We've  just  bought  a  small  group 

of  these.  Put  one  in  your  collection  for: . 259 

1880-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. ..  259 

1880-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 239 

1880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  and  blue  peripheral  toning. ..  325 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1880-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  135 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1880-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1880-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 


1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
popular  varieties  in  the  series.  WOW!  We  just 
bought  several  boxes  full  of  this  date,  mintmark, 
grade,  and  certification  service.  If  you  want  one, 


we  have  one  with  your  name  on  it!  Each: . 66 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1881  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,019 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nice  light  amber  toning.  699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 309 

1881-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 309 


1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  MORE  GOOD 
FORTUNE!  We've  just  bought  a  small  group  of 
these,  about  all  we  can  carry  in  two  hands.  There's 
a  place  for  one  of  these  in  your  collection  for:  309 


1881-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 229 

1881-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1881-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 26 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1881  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 


1881-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  The  new  ICG  service 
must  be  hitting  its  stride,  for  on  a  buying  trip  a 


couple  of  months  ago  we  bought  a  whole  bunch 
of  1881-S  dollars  they  had  certified.  Actually,  you 
would  not  realize  this  unless  we  mentioned  it,  as 
there  is  just  one  listing.  Since  then,  most  have  been 
sold.  However,  as  we  go  to  press  you  can  still  buy 


an  example  for: . 135 

1881-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 


The  1881-S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand  If  you 
have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1881-S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient  will  surely  be 
grateful  and  quite  impressed! 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT! 
We've  just  bought  a  "bunch."  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for: . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  rainbow  toning.  66 
1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  rose  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse . 66 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


A  Silver  Dollar  Exhibit  in  1962 


A  letter  from  J.D.  Dannreuther : 

"While  reading  the  latest  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view,  I  was  transported  back  to  my  youth. 
I  remember  the  million  silver  dollars  ex¬ 
hibit  well.  Although  we  were  unable  to 
attend  the  1962  World's  Fair,  my  father 
and  I  kept  up  with  the  numismatic  part  of 
it  through  Coin  World  (which  had  just  be¬ 
gun)  and  Numismatic  News. 

"There  were  numerous  rumors  about 
the  display.  The  one  that  'caught'  my  ear 
was  that,  supposedly,  a  bag  of  1903-0  dol¬ 
lars  was  dumped  near  the  edge  of  the  dis¬ 
play.  (What  is  not  obvious  in  the  picture  is 
how  this  display  was  created.  Most  of  the 
display  was  'sealed'  bags,  not  necessarily 
'original'  bags,  as  you  shall  see  later.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  bags  were  piled  in  the  center  of 
the  plastic  'pen'  and  then  a  few  hundred 
bags  were  opened  and  poured  around  the 
edge,  creating  the  illusion  of  1,000,000 
loose  silver  dollars.) 

"The  story  goes  that  the  great  silver 
dollar  rush  of  the  early  1960s  was  created 
by  the  bag  of  1903-0  dollars  dumped  in 


this  display.  Of  course,  that  date  was  a  great 
rarity  at  that  time,  as  was  the  1904-0.  My 
father's  first  silver  dollar  set  was  completed 
from  circulation  in  the  1950s  and  was  miss¬ 
ing  only  three  coins,  the  1893-S,  1903-0,  and 
1904-0.  The  1889-CC  was  a  well-worn  fel¬ 
low,  but  obviously  genuine.  Whether  the 
1903-0  story  is  true  or  not,  well... you  know 
how  stories  go. 

"Anyway,  this  part  is  true.  After  the  exhi¬ 
bition,  they  offered  the  'sealed'  bags  for 
$1,050  plus  railway  freight  (I  believe  that  was 
around  $15).  My  father  and  I  discussed  this 
and  decided  to  'take  a  chance.'  One  day  after 
school,  my  father  said,  'We're  driving  to 
Vicksburg  (50  miles  south  of  our  town)  to 
pick  up  our  bag  of  dollars.' 

"After  procuring  the  bag  and  driving 
back  home,  we  set  it  upon  a  table,  my  father 
took  his  pocketknife  and  cut  the  seal.  Expect¬ 
ing  a  bag  of  shiny  silver  dollars,  we  were 
dumbstruck!  This  was  a  'rebagged'  baby,  full 
of  circulated  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars.  As  I 
remember,  the  best  coin  was  a  VF 1895-0!  Of 
course,  we  took  it  the  next  day  to  the  bank 


and  deposited  nearly  all  of  the  1,000  coins. 
Another  coin  deal  gone  bad! 

"However,  my  mother  worked  in  our 
local  bank,  so  when  the  government  started 
releasing  bags  of  dollars  [in  late  1962  and  in 
1963],  our  bank  ordered  the  limit.  For  our 
small  bank  that  was  one  bag  a  week!  Our 
bank  was  in  the  New  Orleans  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  district,  so  the  coins  were  coming 
from  there.  The  Brink's  truck  came  weekly. 

"So  every  Wednesday,  I  would  bike  to 
the  bank  and  open  the  'new'  bag  of  dol¬ 
lars,  a  privilege  I  was  afforded  because  of 
mv  mother's  'connection.'  Each  week  1 
would  open  the  bag,  check  its  contents, 
lament,  and  go  home.  For  dozens  of 
weeks,  the  only  thing  we  got  was  bag  after 
bag  of  1904-0  silver  dollars.  No  1903-0, 
no  1860-0,  no  nothing,  just  1904-0  'daddy 
dollars.'  (I  still  dislike  that  date.) 

"One  bag  did  show  some  promise  as  it 
had  '1903-0'  stamped  on  the  outside. 
However,  the  date  had  been  'barred-out' 
by  a  stencil.  When  1  opened  it,  of  course,  it 
contained  — 1904-0  silver  dollars!!!" 
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1881- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1882  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 525 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 69 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  69 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  4  > 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  in  lower 

Mint  State  grades,  but  quite  elusive  at  the  MS-66 
level . 1,750 

1882-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 415 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1882-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 129 

1882-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  129 

1882-CC  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  129 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1882-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 105 

1882-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1882-CC  MS-61  (GSA).  Brilliant . 98 

1882-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 75 

1882-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1882-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1882-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1882-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Interesting  'over 

mintmark"  variety . 1,125 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Guess  what?  We 
were  lucky  and  bought  tuv  PCGS  coins.  Buy  one 

for: . 1,125 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1882-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  rainbow  irides¬ 
cence . 66 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1882- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 175 

1883  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 69 

1883  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 69 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse . 69 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 69 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 
for: . 39 

1883- CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 375 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 


1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 


1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  amber 
surfaces . 125 
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1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-61  (GSA).  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  Over  a  dozen  on  hand 

as  we  go  to  press.  Buy  one  for: . 135 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1883-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1883-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rarer  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  among  our  new  purchases.  Offered 

here  for  the  first  time . 1,750 

1883-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1883- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  amber 

peripheral  toning . 280 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  golden  toning  on  the  rim  at  10:00 .  280 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).- lightly  toned . 76 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 76 

1884  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1884  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1884  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1884  EF-40 . 25 

1884- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1884-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 105 

1884-CC  MS-62  PL  (PCGS) . 110 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 95 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1884-0  MS-65  (iCG).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 135 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 66 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1884-0  MS-63.  Beautiful  rainbow  toning . 39 

1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1884-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1884- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1885  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 149 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 149 

1885  MS-64,  PL  (PCGS) . 75 

1885  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1885  MS-63.  Nice  rainbow  surfaces . 39 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1885- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  SEE  HOW  THEY  GO! 

We've  just  purchased  a  little  cache  of  these.  Buy 

one  for  only . 289 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  nicely  toned 

reverse . 289 

1885-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 289 

1885-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 265 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 275 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 210 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1886  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 135 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 66 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-60 . 25 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Cartwheel  lustre  with  splashes 


of  light  golden  toning . 695 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1886-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 


1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce 
overdate.  We  recently  bought  several  pieces  — as 
unbelievable  as  this  may  seem!  Buy  one  sparkling 


beauty  for . 775 

1887/6  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 449 


Rare  1887/6-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1887/6-0.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  important  and 
rare  variety  that  was  not  known  to  collectors  un¬ 


til  1972 . 3,550 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1887  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1887  MS-64.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  half  moon  of  blue 

and  gold  toning . 66 

1887  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . „ . 66 

1887  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1887-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1887-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 525 

1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1887- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces  with 

light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 209 

1888  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 69 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 69 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 69 

1888  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  4 2 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1888- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant .  715 

1888-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 69 

1888-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  obverse  with  light 

golden  toning  on  the  reverse . 69 
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1888-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1888-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1888-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1888-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  695 

1888-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  195 

1889  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 75 

1889  MS  64  (N(  It )  Brilliant .  7S 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1889  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 42 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1889  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


Lustrous  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  We  wish  we  had  purchased 
500  1889-CC  dollars  on  our  recent  buying  trip, 


but,  alas,  we  bought  only  one!  Here  it  is. ...  3,895 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 735 

1889-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 269 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,950 

1889-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1889-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  "hoard  alert," 
but  we  did  buy  seven  pieces,  which  for  an  1889-S 
in  this  grade  is  not  easy  to  do!  Buy  one  for ...  225 

1889-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 147 

1889- S AU-58  Brilliant . 69 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1890  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 45 

1890  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  halo  of 

rainbow  toning  on  the  reverse . 45 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1890  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1890- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1890-CC  MS-60  (PCI).  Repunched  90.  Brilliant. ..  295 

1890-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 239 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1890-S  VAM-2.  S/S  Left.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 


1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1890- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 719 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning . 145 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1891  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  45 

1891- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1891-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1891-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 315 

1891-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  159 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  689 

1891-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  689 

1891-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 269 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1891 - S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1892  VIS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  735 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 309 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 195 

1892- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,650 

1892-CC  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  golden  peripheral  toning . 1,650 

1892-CC  MS-63  PL  Brilliant 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-62  PL  (ANACS) . 595 

1892-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 245 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  l  ight  gold  and  blue  toning  to'-* 
1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant 


Likes  His  1921  Silver  Dollar 

"Dear  Chris  [Karstedt], 

"How  are  you?  It  was  nice  to  talk 
with  you  while  you  were  pinchhitting 
for  (’.ail  Watson,  who  was  away.  Thank 
you  for  the  prooflike  1921  Morgan  dol¬ 
lar.  It  is  nicely  toned  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  Considering  that  the  design  is 
slightly  different  and  the  relief  is  lower, 
it  is  great  to  compare  it  to  earlier  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars. 

"Thanks  for  all  your  help,  you  folks 
are  the  best  in  the  business.  1  have  $95 
credit,  so  I'm  sending  you  the  balance 
of  $515.  Thanks  so  much. 

"Sincerely," 

—  Kenneth  M. 


1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  attractive . 1,550 

1892- S  VF-30 . . . 95 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  lovely,  lustrous  specimen 

that  is  sure  to  please! . 1,550 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 915 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 915 

1893- CC  MS-62  (ANACS)  Lustrous  with  highlights  of 

blue,  gold,  and  amber  peripheral  toning . 1,995 

1893-CC  EF-40  (ANACS) . .’. . 595 


Key  1893-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-62  (  NGC)  Brilliant  A  kev  issue  at  this 
grade  level . . . . . 2,995 


1893-0  MS-61  (PCGSi  Brilliant  and  lustrous  2,495 


Key  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1893S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces.  The  VF-35  grade 
offers  a  nice  meeting  ground  for  a  relatively  high 

circulated  grade  and  recognized  rarity . 3,450 

1894  AU-58.  Brilliant . 675 

1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  BO¬ 
NANZA!  We  have  just  purchased -would  you 
believe  it?  — four  beautiful  specimens!  Take  one 
home  for . 1,995 
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Observations  on 
1846-0  "Overdate"  Coinage 

A  Curious  Logotype  Punch  Tantalizes  Researchers 


Introduction 

Reader  J.N.  of  Virginia  sent  two  coins 
of  two  different  denominations  for  our  ex¬ 
amination,  both  dated  1846-0. 

One  of  these  is  a  504  piece  with  Me¬ 
dium  Date,  the  digit  6  of  which  shows 
some  type  of  doubling. 

The  other,  an  1846-0  $10  eagle,  also 
shows  artifacts  or  stray  punch  marks 
within  the  digit  6.  He  inquired  about  the 
status  of  these  coins  as  overdates,  1846/5-0. 

Upon  close  examination  side-by-side, 
the  pieces  piqued  our  interest,  and  we  set 
about  seeing  what  we  could  learn  from 
published  literature  as  well  as  the  coins 
themselves. 

The  Breen  Text 

Walter  Breen,  in  his  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  reported 
the  following  varieties  for  both  denomina¬ 
tions: 

1846-0  504:  Several  different  date 
styles  were  listed  under  such  headings  as 
Small  Normal  Date,  with  and  without 
Drapery;  Small  Double-Punched  Date, 
with  and  without  Drapery;  and  Overdate, 
with  and  without  Drapery.  Also  listed  is 
the  Tall  Date  variety. 

1846-0  $10:  Varieties  listed  by  Breen 
included  Normal  Date,  Double-Punched 
6,  Overdate,  and  a  variety  with  Small 
Thin  Stars,  from  a  weakly  hubbed  or 
heavily  lapped  obverse. 

The  Wiley-Bugert  Text 

Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert,  in  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dol¬ 
lars  reported  six  varieties  of  the  1846-0 
504  and  included  excellent  close-up  pho¬ 
tographs  of  the  date  for  each. 

The  1846-0  half  dollar  variety  de¬ 


scribed  as  WB-102  has  slight  repunching 
on  the  ball  of  the  digit  6  at  the  upper  right 
of  this  numeral,  along  with  a  die  crack  at 
the  base.  This  was  identified  as  an  overdate 
by  M.L.  Beistle  in  1929  in  his  pioneering 
work,  A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
and  Sub-Varieties.  Certain  other  varieties  of 
the  1846-0  504  have  various  repunching 
of  the  digits  and  have  sometimes  been 
identified  as  overdates.  We  mention  WB- 
102  in  passing,  as  evidence  that  a  well- 
known  scholar  in  the  past  considered  at 
least  one  die  variety  of  the  1846/5-0  to  be 
an  overdate. 

However,  the  1846-0  submitted  to  us 
by  J.N.  is  of  the  WB-105  variety,  with  the 
query  as  to  whether  it  is  an  overdate.  It 
displays  repunching  visible  inside  the 
lower  loop  of  the  digit  6  as  illustrated.  It  is 
our  opinion,  in  agreement  with  authors 
Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert,  that  this  is 
not  an  overdate.  Further,  in  disagreement 
with  the  Beistle  and  Breen  texts,  we  do 
not  believe  any  1846-0  half  dollar  variety 
truly  qualifies  as  a  6  over  5  overdate. 

Conclusions 

Now  comes  the  exciting  part:  The 
1846-0  $10  sent  by  J.N.  provided  an  inter¬ 
esting  study  as  did  several  similar  speci¬ 
mens  examined  in  connection  with  our 
forthcoming  offering  of  gold  coins  from 
the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection.  The  arti¬ 
fact  within  the  loop  of  the  digit  6  on  the 
$10  coin  exactly  matches  the  photo  of  an¬ 
other  variety  (other  than  the  variety  that 
J.N.  sent)  of  the  1846-0  504,  namely  WB- 
104  illustrated  in  the  Wiley-Bugert  refer¬ 
ence!  The  date  punches  are  the  same  size 
thus  leading  us  to  conclude  that  this  is  a 
damaged  numeral  punch  used  for  both 
denominations. 


Date  on  1846-0  $10  Gold 
(Submitted  by  reader  J.N.) 

This  is  from  the  same  punch  as  the  1846-0 
WB-104  50C 


Date  on  1846-0  Half  Dollar  WB-104 

(Courtesy  of  Messrs.  Wiley  and  Bugert) 

This  is  from  the  same  punch  as  the 
1846-0  $10! 

In  summary,  the  same  date  logotype 
punch  was  used  to  prepare  the  die  for  the 
1846-0  504  known  today  as  WB-104  and 
the  $10  gold  die  sometimes  called  "1846/ 
5-0."  Neither  the  $10  nor  the  504  of  1846- 
O  is  an  overdate. 

The  logotype  punch  itself  has  evi¬ 
dences  of  repunching,  a  highly  unusual 
situation.  It  must  have  been  the  case 
that  — follow  closely  here  — the  logotype 
punch  was  made  as  follows: 

The  numerals  1,  8,  4,  and  6  were 
punched  individually  into  a  soft  steel 
block  or  matrix  using  four  hardened  steel 
punches.  During  this  process,  double 
punching  was  done  on  the  6,  thus  creating 
the  "artifact"  mentioned. 
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by  Mark  Borckardt  with  QDB 


The  matrix  was  tempered  or  hard¬ 
ened,  after  which  it  could  be  used  to  make 
four-digit  logotype  punches. 

Individual  logotype  punches  — one  or 
more— were  multiplied  by  pressing  a  soft 


steel  logotype  punch  into  the  matrix,  then 
hardening  each  one  for  use  in  die  making. 
What  these  two  coins  of  two  denomina¬ 
tions  reveal  is  that  a  logotype  punch  can 
in  itself  have  double-punched  features. 


It  is  conventional  wisdom  that  most  date 
doubling  is  caused  by  impressing  a  per¬ 
fect  logotype  punch  into  a  die  twice.  In  the 
present  case,  one  impression  of  the  curi¬ 
ously  doubled  punch  did  the  trick. 


D.K.  Writes 


"Dear  Friends  at  B&M: 

"I  guess  this  is  my  annual  letter.  1 
have  enjoyed  reading  Dave's  column  in 
Coin  World  about  certification  services. 
1  agree  with  him  that  ideally  we  should 
not  need  certification  services.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  there  are  a  lot  of  dishonest 
coin  dealers  out  there.  If  you  make  a 
study  of  coin  grading  you  should  not 
need  grading  services.  However,  many 
'coin  doctors'  keep  getting  better  at 
what  thev  do.  I  mostly  collect  colonial 

j  J 

coins  and  with  these  I  feel  pretty  confi¬ 
dent  that  1  can  detect  most  fakes  and 
most  cleaned  coins.  I  also  secondarily 
collect  Proof  coins  by  design  types,  and 
with  these  I  feel  much  better  buying 
certified  coins. 

"Happily  your  firm  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  most  honest  and  reputable  in  the 
field.  I  know  you  don't  guarantee  that 
the  grading  services  will  agree  with  the 
grade  you  assign  a  coin.  However,  I  have 
never  bought  a  coin  from  your  firm,  sub¬ 
mitted  it  to  a  grading  service  and  was 
told  it  was  cleaned  or  had  it  returned  by 
the  grading  service  with  a  lower  grade 
than  you  assigned  to  it.  My  surprises 
have  all  been  pleasant!  I  have  bought 
about  15  coins  from  your  firm  over  the 
last  two  years  both  at  auction  and 
through  your  Direct  Sales  Department.  I 
have  also  been  very  pleased  with  the  co¬ 
lonials  I  have  gotten  from  you.  One 
Rosa  Americana  twopence  graded  MS- 
60  looks  to  me  like  an  MS-63.  Please  keep 
up  the  good  work! 

"Incidentally,  I  know  from  reading 
your  publications,  that  you  [Dave]  like 
to  collect  tokens.  It  is  something  I 
dabble  in  from  time  to  time.  It  is  very 
nice  to  obtain  such  absolutely  rare  coins 
for  such  modest  prices.  About  four 
years  ago  I  bought  a  Civil  War  store 


card  in  AU  condition,  Rarity-9  [on  the 
Fuld  Scale  of  Rarity;  no  more  than  four 
coins  known]  for  $32.  It  is  my  rarest 
coin!  It  is  a  thrill  to  hold  in  my  hand 
such  an  absolutely  rare  coin.  Too  often 
collectors  fail  to  distinguish  between 
condition  rarity  and  absolute  rarity.  A 
coin  may  be  very  rare  in  a  certain  grade 
but  very  common  overall.  If  you  stretch 
to  buy  it  in  a  rare  grade  it  does  not  mean 
others  will  do  likewise.  If  the  coin  is  ab¬ 
solutely  rare  (in  all  grades)  it  is  a  much 
better  numismatic  investment  in  the 
sense  that  a  small  increase  in  demand 
will  be  more  likely  to  cause  the  coin  to 
increase  in  value.  1  know  you  have  writ¬ 
ten  about  this  before,  and  I  agree... 

"One  last  thing  before  I  let  you  go 
back  to  work.  Our  family  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  week  in  New  Orleans. 
The  city  is  interesting  as  is  the  old  Mint 
there.  While  there  I  found  a  fascinating 
account  of  jean  Lafitte,  the  last  of  the 
great  buccaneers.  Even  though  he  was  a 
pirate,  he  ordered  his  captains  to  never 
fire  upon  the  American  flag.  During  the 
War  of  1812,  the  British  did  not  have 
much  interest  in  fighting  until  they  won 
the  war  with  Napoleon  in  1814.  After¬ 
ward  they  began  three  campaigns,  one 
of  which  was  the  assault  upon  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  in  which  the  White  House 
was  burned.  The  final  one  of  which  be¬ 
gan  when  they  landed  12,000  men  on 
Lake  Borgne,  Louisiana  (outside  of  New 
Orleans).  Andrew  Jackson  knew7  of  the 
landing  but  only  had  about  1,200  militia 
men.  At  Chalmette,  he  reasoned  that  he 
could  have  the  Mississippi  River  and 
the  Bayou  protect  his  left  and  right 
flanks.  He  built  the  Rodriguez  Canal, 
enlarging  it  and  making  it  four  feet 
deep,  filled  with  water  so  that  British 
soldiers  who  tried  to  cross  it  would  get 


their  gunpowder  wet,  making  their 
weapons  useless.  Jean  Lafitte  offered 
the  services  of  himself  and  his  men  to 
Jackson  if  he  would  pardon  Lafitte  and 
any  of  his  men  who  joined  Jackson.  Jack- 
son  could  not  afford  to  be  too  choosy.  He 
accepted  Lafitte's  offer.  General 
Packenham  figured  he  could  use  ladders 
and  fascines  to  cross  the  canal  so  that  his 
men  would  keep  their  gunpowder  dry. 
The  only  problem  was  they  forgot  the 
ladders  when  the  attack  began!  So  one 
column  had  to  go  back  to  get  them.  At 
the  time  English  and  French  troops  had 
a  protocol  that  no  one  would  fire  until 
the  bugles  were  finished  playing  and 
the  troops  were  in  position. 

"Well  Jackson  would  have  none  of 
that!  While  the  93rd  Highlanders  were 
marching  with  bagpipes  blowing,  he 
poured  grapeshot  into  them.  The  British 
lost  2,400  men  in  two  hours.  The  irony  is 
that  while  the  battle  was  raging  peace 
had  been  arrived  at  in  talks  in  Europe. 
The  battle  was  unnecessary! 

"What  Jackson's  victory  really 
meant  was  that  America  could  hold  on 
to  New  Orleans  and  the  springboard  it 
provided  to  westward  expansion  by 
the  new  nation.  Jean  Lafitte  became  a 
hero  and  was  the  toast  of  New  Orleans 
for  awhile.  One  of  his  captains  attacked 
a  United  States  naval  vessel  after  the 
Chalmette  victory.  Ultimately  the  U.S. 
Navy  drove  Lafitte  and  his  men  off  of 
Galveston  Island,  and  his  ultimate  end 
is  a  mystery.  Do  you  know  if  Jean 
Lafitte  is  on  any  of  the  Hard  Times  to¬ 
kens?  I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  of¬ 
ficial  Chalmette  guide  published  by  the 
National  Park  Service. 

"Thanks  again  for  your  fine  service, 
your  fine  coins,  and  your  fine  publica¬ 
tions." 
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1894-0  AU-50  (NGC) . 195 

1894-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 195 

1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  important, 
and  rare!  This  coin  will  be  nice  for  you  to  add  to 

your  collection . 1,750 

1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Key  date . 850 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  highly  desired  issue . 850 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Are  we  the  nation's 
largest  buyer  of  choice  and  rare  Morgan  dollars? 
Well,  there  is  no  way  to  tell,  as  we  know  only  our 
own  business,  not  that  of  others.  We  do  know, 
however,  that  we  are  known  as  a  leading  buyer  of 
quality  Morgan  dollars,  and  when  collections 
come  on  the  market,  they  are  usually  offered  to 
us.  This  present  coin  is  from  among  our  new  pur¬ 
chases  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series . 695 


Important  Mint  State  1895-0 


1895-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  somewhat  proof¬ 
like  surfaces.  Far  better  strike  than  that  usually 
seen  for  this  issue.  An  important  opportunity  to 
acquire  this  rarity.  This  is  the  only  business  strike 
Morgan  dollar  variety  that  is  not  known  to  have 
turned  up  in  the  great  Treasury  hoard!  ....  11,995 


1895-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,750 

1895-S  EF-40 . 475 

1896  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 70 

1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 


Important  1896-0  Dollar 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  slightly  re¬ 
flective  surfaces.  With  MS-63  grade  examples 
priced  close  to  $10,000,  this  is  a  very  important 
opportunity  for  the  collector.  This  coin  is  one  of 
the  favorites  among  our  new  purchases . 3,550 


Elusive  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so 
fine.  Another  of  the  many  really  nice  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  we've  bought  recently . 3,550 

1896-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Always  in  demand 
in  Mint  State  and  quite  scarce  so  fine  (although 

worn  pieces  abound) . 1,995 

1896-0  MS-60  (AN ACS).  Brilliant . 775 

1896-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  239 

1896-0  EF-45  (PCGS) . 59 

1896-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid,  example 

of  this  scarce  San  Francisco  Mint  issue . 1,685 

1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 


1897-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint  State 
(the  same  can  be  said  for  nearly  all  other  Morgan 


dollars  in  this  listing,  as  noted) . 2,395 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1897-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1897-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 89 

1897-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1897- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1898  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 239 

1898  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 239 

1898  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 75 

1898  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1898  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 45 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1898-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1898-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1898-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 


1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1898-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 34 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 39 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1898- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  550 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 759 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 759 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1899  MS-60.  Brilliant . 89 

1899- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 149 

1899-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  brilliant  centers 


and  lovely  light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 149 

Silver  Dollars  in 
Excess  in  1835 

by  Henry  T.  Hettger 

An  interesting  letter  in  the  United 
States  Mint  files  in  the  National  Ar¬ 
chives  prompted  this  commentary.  It  is 
dated  January  20, 1835,  and  written  by 
C.  Delafield,  cashier  of  the  Phenix  Bank 
of  New  York  City,  and  addressed  to 
Mint  Director  Samuel  Moore. 

Delafield  indicates  that  the  Phenix 
Bank  made  a  shipment  of  two  kegs  of 
silver  dollars  that  day  to  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  for  recoinage,  and  requested 
that  of  this  deposit,  "about  $7,000  may 
be  coined  into  quarters  of  dollars  and 
ten  and  five-cent  pieces  -  the  certificate 
to  be  forwarded  to  us  when  prepared." 

Walter  Breen  makes  mention  of  the 
fact  that  Spanish  and  Mexican  dollars 
which  were  902  7/9  fine,  were  the  "in¬ 
ternational  coins  of  the  day,"  whereas 
the  U.S.  silver  dollar  with  a  fineness  of 
892.43  was  in  less  demand.  Mexican 
and  South  American  "pieces  of  eight" 
circulated  preferentially  as  they  re¬ 
mained  legal  tender  at  par  with  those 
coined  by  federal  authority.  Very  little 
silver  bullion  was  brought  to  the  Mint 
for  recoinage  into  U.S.  silver  dollars, 
and  only  a  fraction  of  those  reached  cir¬ 
culation. 

Editor's  note:  Not  having  seen  the  original 
of  the  above,  we  wonder  if  the  “silver  dollars" 
were  Spanish-American  dollars,  rather  than  fed¬ 
eral  dollars.  This  would  explain  why  the  deposi¬ 
tors  did  not  expect  a  full  $8,000  in  return,  lust 
an  idea. 
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1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1899-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 

light  golden  toning . 66 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1899-0  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1899-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 519 

1899- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 285 

1900  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant... . 215 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1900  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 39 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Popular  "over  mint- 

mark"  variety . 1,825 

1900-0/CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  589 

1900-0/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 589 

1900-0/CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 355 

1900-0/CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  am¬ 
ber  peripheral  toning . 355 

1900-0/CC  EF-45 . 59 

1900-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 149 

1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1900-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 


Time  was  when  nearly  all  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
coins  of  the  late  1890s  and  early  1900s  were  yiraf  runlits.  Then 
came  the  Treasury  Hoard  dispersal  of  the  early  1960s.  The 
story  of  this  is  related  in  some  detail,  together  with  a  listing  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  involved,  in  Dave  Bowers'  book.  Ameri¬ 
can  Com  T rea fares  and  Hoards,  a  copy  of  w  hich  should  be  on  your 


coffee  table  or  at  your  bedside. 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1900-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,765 

1900-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1900- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1901- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 209 

1901-0  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant . 

1901-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1901-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1901-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1901-0  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 39 

1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  » 

1901- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1 901  -S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1 901  -S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1902  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  89 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1902- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 175 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1902-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Light  golden  surfaces . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  gold  peripheral  toning . 66 


1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1902-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1902-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

19Q2-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 619 

1902- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1903  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 230 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 230 

1903  MS-64  (NCX  )  Brilliant . 82 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 82 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1903- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1903- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  1,650 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1904- 0  MS-65  (ICC).  Brilliant . 135 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1904-0  MS-64  (ICG)  Brilliant 

1904-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1904-0 MS-63  (ICG)  Brilliant 

1904-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1921  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1921  Morgan  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  25 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral 
toning . 325 


With  the  1921-D  the  curtain  rings  down  on  the  Morgan 
dollar  series— and  what  a  truly  beautiful  selection  we  have 
offered!  Check  the  preceding  listings  very  carefully  and  seize 
the  opportunity  to  start  a  specialized  collection  or  add  to  one 
that  you  already  have.  You  will  be  delighted  w  ith  our  quality 


and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 325 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1921-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  325 

1921-D  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 75 

1921-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1921-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1 921  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-S  VIS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,925 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 


A  Nice  Note  from  Judy  K. 

"Thunk  you  so  much  for  putting  out 
such  an  informative,  interesting,  and 
beautiful  Bass  Collection  catalogue.  As 
a  currency  specialist  myself,  I  have  read 
every'  word  you  wrote  on  the  subject, 
and  have  learned  very  much.  As  1  write 
this  note  I  haven't  finished  reading  ev¬ 
erything,  and  am  saving  the  rest  to  read 
on  a  long  plane  ride  to  New  York  City. 
Your  constant  research  is  so  helpful.  1 
am  looking  forward  to  an  enjoyable  lot 
viewing  session  and  auction." 


Peace  Dollars 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Reinew  we  offer  a 
splendid  selection  of  Peace  silver  dollars.  Peace  dol¬ 
lars  are  a  very  attractive  series,  particularly  in  higher 
grades  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65.  Despite  the 
strength  of  the  present  market,  many  Peace  dollars  - 
probably  even  the  majority  of  them -are  cheaper 
today  than  they  were  10  years  ago.  Perhaps -just 
perhaps  -  this  will  translate  into  an  opportunity. 

There  are  a  lot  of  coins  to  like.  Some  of  our  favor¬ 
ites  include  the  1927-D  (our  hoard  of  these  is  gone, 
but  we  do  have  some  stray  pieces),  the  very  scarce 
1927-S  and  1928-S  which  sell  for  fractions  of  their 
prices  a  few  years  back,  and  the  low-mintage  1928. 

Exceptional  1921  Peace  Dollar 


1921  High  Relief.  MS-65  (NGC I  Brilliant  A  splendid 
specimen,  above  average  in  strike  as  well  as 
grade.  Very  difficult  to  locate  in  this  elegant  pres¬ 


ervation . . 3,095 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 509 

1922  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 169 

1922  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1922  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1922  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden 

peripheral  toning . 169 

1922  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 365 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1922-D  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 

1922-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1922-P  MS-63  (PCGS)  1  ighth  toned  .  42 

1922-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant. . 275 

1922-  S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 275 

1923  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 
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1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 65 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23 

1923-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,185 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1923-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1923-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  amber  toning.  65 

1924  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 29 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26 


1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptional 
example  of  one  of  the  most  elusive  Peace  silver 
dollars  at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur,  especially  considering  that  it  sells  for  so 
much  less  than  the  next  highest  grade,  MS-65.  Buy 


this  lovely  specimen  for . 1,395 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 399 

1924- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  .  175 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces . 175 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 65 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 695 

1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1925-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  just  a 

whisper  of  light  peripheral  toning . 795 

1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,120 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 


1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1926-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 79 

1926- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 269 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this 

scarce  variety . 609 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ...  609 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1927-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  have  a  few  on 
hand  —  not  from  the  memorable  hoard  dispersed 
a  few  years  back,  but  from  our  latest  buying  trip. 

Add  one  to  your  collection  for: . 239 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarcer 

than  generally  realized . 179 

1927-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 139 

1927-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1927-S  MS-64.  Lustrous.  One  of  the  more  important 

coins  in  the  series . 785 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Hard  to  find 

this  nice . 785 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 785 

1927-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

1927- S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 105 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  Peace 

dollar.  Always  popular,  yet  not  all  that  expen¬ 
sive . 775 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1928- S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  foremost 

key  issues  in  the  Peace  dollar  series . 1,475 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,475 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,475 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 329 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 329 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1934  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 


College  Humor 


At  Duke  University,  there  were  four 
sophomores  taking  Organic  Chemistry. 
They  did  so  well  on  all  the  quizzes,  mid¬ 
terms,  and  labs,  etc.,  that  each  had  an  "A" 
so  far  for  the  semester.  These  four  friends 
were  so  confident  that  the  weekend  be¬ 
fore  finals,  they  decided  to  drive  up  to 
Charlottesville  to  the  University  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  party  with  some  friends  up 
there.  They  had  a  great  time. ..however, 
after  all  the  hearty-partying,  they  slept  all 
day  Sunday  and  didn't  make  it  back  to 
Duke  until  early  Monday  morning. 

Rather  than  taking  the  final  then,  they 
decided  to  find  their  professor  after  the  fi¬ 
nal  and  explain  to  him  why  they  missed  it. 
They  explained  that  they  had  gone  to  UVA 
for  the  weekend  with  the  plan  to  come  back 
in  time  to  study,  but,  unfortunately,  they 
had  a  flat  tire  on  the  way  back,  didn't  have 


a  spare,  and  couldn't  get  help  for  a  long 
time.  As  a  result,  they  missed  the  final. 

The  Professor  thought  it  over  and  then 
agreed  they  could  make  up  the  final  the 
following  day.  The  guys  were  elated  and 
relieved.  They  studied  that  night  and  went 
in  the  next  day  at  the  time  the  professor 
had  told  them.  He  placed  them  in  separate 
rooms  and  handed  each  of  them  a  test 
booklet,  and  told  them  to  begin.  They 
looked  at  the  first  problem,  worth  five 
points,  something  simple  about  free  radi¬ 
cal  formation. 

"Cool,"  they  thought  at  the  same  time, 
each  one  in  his  separate  room,  "this  is  go¬ 
ing  to  be  easy."  Each  finished  the  problem 
and  then  turned  the  page. 

On  the  second  page  was  written: 

(For  95  points):  Which  tire? 

(Contributed  by  Kathy  Helgesen  Fuller) 


1934-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  2,350 
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1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  2,350 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satin)  surfaces  645 
1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning . 645 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 


Gorgeous  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  Here  at 
Bovvers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  like  to  maintain 
an  in-depth  inventory  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dol¬ 
lars,  but  this  is  not  always  easy  to  do,  particularly 
regarding  key  issues  such  as  the  1934-S . 4,650 

Choice  and  Rare  1934-S  Peace  SI 
1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  grav  iridescence  on 
frost)'  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated  grade, 
and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A  prize  for  the 
advanced  specialist . 2,795 

The  Bowers  and  Merena 
Comparison  Test 

After  you  receive  your  coins  from 
us,  compare  their  quality  and  value 
with  coins  from  any  other  source.  (You 
must  examine  the  coins  in  person;  a 
comparison  of  advertised  prices  with¬ 
out  seeing  the  quality  is  absolutely 
meaningless.)  If  you  don't  agree  that  the 
coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal  to  or 
better  than  those  from  any  other  source, 
just  return  them  within  30  days  (7  days 
for  certified  coins)  for  an  instant  refund. 


Another  Rare  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace  silver 
dollar  series . 2,795 


A  Final  MS-63  1934-S  SI 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .  2,795 
1934-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Just  one  in  stock  in 


this  grade . 1,595 

1934- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 679 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning  679 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 679 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 169 

1935  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 89 

1935  AU-58.  BrilHant .  39 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant  An  exceptionally  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1,225 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  1  225 

1935-S  ms-64  i  pi  ( £)  Brilliant 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 


Trade  Dollars 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  trade  dollars  in¬ 
cluding  new  purchases. 

1873  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  at 
this  grade  level  of  the  first  Proof  issue  in  the  se¬ 


ries . 1,295 

1873  MS-63.  Frosty  with  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,650 

1873  EF-45 .  235 

1873-CC  AU-53.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1873- S  AU-58.  A  lovelv  specimen . 650 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 165 

1874-S  EF45 . 209 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF-45 . 159 


1874-S  EF40 . 185 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF40 . 135 


Choice  1875  Trade  Dollar 


1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  Tradition¬ 
ally  coasidered  one  of  the  harder-to-find  Philadel¬ 


phia  Mint  varieties  of  this  era . 4,295 

1875-CC  type  1/L  EF40.  Nicdy  toned .  215 

1873-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 159 

1875-S  Type  1/1.  EF45 . 179 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF45 . 149 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  EF40 . 165 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF40 . 145 

1875- S  Type  1/11.  EF40 . 165 

1876  Type  1/1.  MS-63  iNGC)  Light  gold  toning  1,195 

1876  Type  1/11.  MS-63 1  PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,450 

1876- S  Type  I/I.  N1S-63  NGC)  Lilac  toning  1,195 

1876-S  Tvpe  I/I.  AU-50 .  235 

1876-S  Chopmarked  Tvpe  I/I.  AU-50 . 159 

1876-S  Tvpe  I/I.  EF40 . 165 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Tvpe  I/I.  EF40 . 145 

1877  MS-63.  Pali  champagne  iride-c vnoe complements 

the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown  can  be 
seen  at  the  obverse  periphery . 1395 

1877  AU-50 . 245 

1877  Chopmarked.  YF-30 . 119 


Choice  Mint  State  1877-CC  Trade  Si 


1877-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  fully  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  that  is  quite  sharply  struck.  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity.  Arguably  the 
second  rarest  Mint  State  trade  dollar  from  this 
western  Mint,  trailing  only  the  1873-CC  issue  in 
terms  of  pieces  available  in  MS-63  or  finer  grade. 
A  notable  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and 
specialist . 9,450 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  even,  pale  golden  toning.  A  lovely  coin  that 
exhibits  many  attributes  of  a  higher  grade.  ..  945 


1877-S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 159 

1877-S  EF-45 . 195 

1877-S  EF-40 . 169 

1877- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 145 

1878- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 1,295 


Rare  1881  Proof  Trade  $1 


1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  Rare  and 
highly  desirable  Proof-only  date,  one  of  only  960 
coins  minted  this  year.  A  splendid  coin . 2,650 

#, 

Hoardlet  from  the  Orient! 

1874-CC  AU-50.  Some  time  ago  we  purchased  a 
hoardlet  of  trade  dollars  brought  back  from  the 
Orient!  Each  coin  is  lightly  cleaned  (the  person 
finding  these  was  not  a  numismatist!),  but  is  quite 
attractive;  your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaran- 


When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are  here 
to  help  you  build  a  numismatic  collec¬ 
tion  that  will  contain  attractive  rare  coins, 
priced  to  be  excellent  values,  a  collection 
you  can  be  very  proud  to  own  and  dis¬ 
play.  We  invite  you  to  order  from  our 
catalogues,  or  send  us  your  personal 
want  list  for  our  prompt  attention. 

When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  di¬ 
rect  purchases  of  collections  as  well  as 
the  showcasing  of  your  important 
coins  or  collection  in  our  award-win¬ 
ning  auctions.  (An  auction  brochure  is 
yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to 
treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to 
be  treated. 


teed,  as  always.  These  have  been  selling  quickly, 
at  the  special  low  prices  we  have  assigned  to  each, 
and  our  holdings  (which  include  multiple  speci¬ 
mens  of  most  issues)  are  rapidly  dwindling! 
Check  this  and  the  following  listings . 319 


1874- S  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 185 

1875- CC  Type  1/1.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 220 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 205 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 165 

1876- SType  1/ II.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 210 


The  Latest  Paper  Money  Neivs  (in  1870) 
From  Scientific  American,  March  26 , 1870: 


Our  New  Paper  Currency 

In  July  1866,  letter  patents  were  issued, 
through  the  Scientific  American  Patent 
Agency,  to  Jas.  M.  Willcox,  bank  note-pa¬ 
per  manufacturer  near  Philadelphia,  for 
an  improvement  in  paper,  to  prevent 
counterfeiting.  As  this  peculiar  paper  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Treasury  Department 
for  United  States  securities,  and  reaches 
the  hand  of  everybody  in  the  shape  of 
greenbacks,  a  few  words  in  explanation 
will  be  useful  to  all  handlers  of  money. 

Protection  in  paper,  as  in  engraving, 
consists  in  peculiarity  and  in  difficulty  in 
imitation;  nothing  else.  Many  years  ago 
bank-note  paper  was  made  peculiar  by  the 
mixing  of  red,  blue,  and  other  colored  silk 
shreds  in  the  pulp  before  converting  it  into 
sheets  of  paper.  This  peculiarity  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  test  of  genuineness,  and  was  so 
to  a  certain  extent.  Paper  made  in  that 
way,  however,  came  into  the  open  market, 
and  could  be  bought  by  counterfeiters  as 
well  as  by  bank  officers  and  engravers. 

Mr.  Willcox  has  added  a  new  feature  in 
the  introduction  of  colored  shreds,  which 
makes  a  paper  so  peculiar  that  it  cannot  be 
made  by  hand  process,  or  by  cylinder  ma¬ 
chine,  but  only  the  better-class  Fourdrinier 
machine.  Even  here  special  machinery  is 
required  to  locate  the  colored  shreds  in  cer¬ 
tain  parts  of  the  notes  and  not  in  the  oth¬ 
ers.  As  this  machinery  exists  only  in  his 
own  mill,  and  the  process  is  protected  by 
patent,  the  paper  is  kept  out  of  the  market, 
and  the  government  and  the  public  have 
the  advantage  of  its  exclusiveness.  The 
mill  is  guarded  night  and  day  by  an 
armed  force  in  the  pay  of  the  government, 
to  prevent  robbery,  and  there  is  every  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  that  this  paper  will  be  kept 
out  of  unlawful  hands. 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  line  of  blue 


shreds  cross  the  left  hand  end  of  all  Legal 
Tender  notes  (new  issue)  of  the  denomina¬ 
tions  on  one,  two,  five,  and  ten  dollars; 
and  a  similar  line  crosses  the  right-hand 
end  of  all  notes  above  ten  dollars.  As  these 
lines  are  in-grain,  and  cannot  be  altered, 
the  alteration  of  a  low  note  to  a  high  one 
would  be  at  once  detected  by  the  position 
of  the  localized  shreds. 

As  these  shreds  are  interwoven  with 
the  fibers  of  the  paper,  care  should  be  used 
to  make  sure  that  they  are  neither  entirely 
under  the  surface  nor  entirely  on  the  surfaces, 
but  both.  In  the  U.S.  currency  a  double  pro¬ 
cess  is  carried  out.  In  the  first  place  a  red 
fiber  is  mixed  indiscriminately  through 
the  pulp,  and  consequently  through  the 
sheet.  This  is  done  in  the  grinding  engine. 
A  second  process  (with  special  machinery) 
is  carried  out  in  the  Fourdrinier  paper  ma¬ 
chine  by  the  localizing  of  a  blue  fiber  as  the 
pulp  is  changed  into  paper.  All  is  interwo¬ 
ven  together,  and  when  the  sheets  are  cut 
into  notes  the  blue  fibers  find  their  posi¬ 
tion  as  described. 

The  new  fifty  cent  Fractional  Currency 
note  which  the  Department  is  preparing  to 
issue,  will  be  upon  paper  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion;  the  localized  blue  fibers  occupying  one 
end  only  of  the  notes,  while  all  the  remainder 
will  have  the  indiscriminate  red.  Tire  double 
process  of  manufacture  will  be  shown  and 
the  exclusive  feature  will  be  prominent. 

The  thanks  of  the  community  are  due 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his  ear¬ 
nest  and  well-directed  efforts  to  protect 
them  from  counterfeits;  and  their  attention 
is  called  to  a  proper  understanding  of  this 
new  feature  in  protection.  As  it  has  been 
placed  under  the  guardianship  of  the  De¬ 
partment,  it  is  believed  to  be  effectual,  and 
we  are  glad  to  have  had  an  agency  in 
bringing  it  into  use. 
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B.  Max  Mehl 

Dealer,  Numismatic  Showman  •  1884-1957 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


About  Mehl  and  the  1804  Dollar 

Probably  at  least  once  a  year  someone 
writes  to  me  to  suggest,  "Why  don't  you 
write  a  book  about  B.  Max  Mehl?"  The  an¬ 
swer  is  that  one  is  given  only  so  many  days, 
weeks,  months,  and 
years  on  earth,  and  as 
much  as  1  have  enjoyed 
learning  about  Mehl,  a 
book  is  not  in  the  offing. 

However,  during  exten¬ 
sive  research  last  year 
and  at  present,  leading  to 
our  presentation  at  auc¬ 
tion  this  coming  August 
of  the  Childs  Collection 
specimen  of  the  1804  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  a  superb  gem 
(Proof-68,  the  finest 
known),  1  became  re-ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mehl.  His 
name  was  encountered 
time  and  again,  having 
handled  six  of  the  15  known  1804 
silver  dollars,  including  two  of  the  "origi¬ 
nal"  or  Class  1  coins  (one  in  1946  and  the 
other  from  1939  to  1941  while  it  was  rest¬ 
ing  in  his  inventory)  and  four  of  the  "re¬ 
strike"  or  Class  III  coins  (one  in  1921  and 
again  in  1922;  another  in  1932  and  again 
1949-1950,  another  in  1922,  and  still  another 
in  1946  and  again  in  1947). 

The  book  I  am  writing  about  the  1804 
silver  dollar  will  of  necessity  have  much 
about  Mehl  in  it.  Also  included  will  be  bi¬ 
ographies -some  detailed,  others  casual  — 
of  over  125  people  who  have  bought,  sold, 
distributed,  or  written  extensively  about 
1804  dollars  from  the  first  year  they  were 
made,  1834,  to  the  present  day.  Among 
other  accounts,  there  will  be  some  thrilling 
and  absolutely  true  stories  of  adventures  at 
sea,  and  how  two  1804  silver  dollars  were 
almost  captured  by  pirates!  It  was  a  close 


call,  but  the  two  coins  were  not  seized,  and 
one  of  them  is  the  Childs  Collection  speci¬ 
men  now  being  studied  and  catalogued. 

At  this  point  1  mentioned  that  there  is 
already  a  very  fine,  indeed  award-winning 
book  about  this  fa¬ 
mous  rarity,  The  Fan¬ 
tastic  1804  Dollar,  by 
Eric  P.  Newman  and 
Kenneth  E.  Bressett, 
1962.  The  present 
book  explores  much 
new  territory  and 
will  be  a  nice  com¬ 
panion  to  it  in  any  li¬ 
brary. 


The  King  of  American  Coins 

To  give  you  a  peek  at  what  is  being 
done  in  the  biographical  section  of  the 
book,  the  notes  on  B.  Max  Mehl  are  given 
below.  It  was  Mehl  who  popularized  (but 
did  not  originate)  the  term,  "King  of 
American  Coins,"  for  the  1804  dollar. 
Whenever  he  had  the  chance  to  offer  one  in 
a  catalogue,  he  pulled  out  all  the  stops.  His 


offering  of  the  Dunham  specimen  of  the 
1804  dollar  in  1941  was  prefaced  by  this 
commentary: 

In  all  the  history  of  numismatics  of 
the  entire  world,  there  is  not  today  and 
there  never  has  been  a  single  coin  w  hich 
was  and  is  the  subject  of  so  much  ro¬ 
mance,  interest,  comment,  and  upon  so 
much  has  been  written  and  so  much 
talked  about  and  discussed  as  the  United 
States  silver  dollar  of  1804. 

While  there  mav  be  coins  of  greater 
rarity  (based  upon  the  number  of  speci¬ 
mens  know  n),  none  are  so  famous  as  the 
dollar  of  1804!  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
this  great  coin  was  the  first  coin  of 
United  States  mintage  to  have  been  rec¬ 
ognized  as  the  rarest  coin  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  very  beginning  of 
American  numismatics,  more  than  one 
hundred  years  ago.  And  it  is  todav,  as  it 
always  has  been,  the  best  know  n  and 
most  sought-after  coin,  not  only 
among  collectors,  but  among  the 
public  in  general  as  well. 

Numismatic  Showman 
and  Legend 

Of  all  rare  coin  dealers  active  in 
the  first  half  of  the  present  century,  the 
palm  goes  to  Benjamin  Max  Mehl  for 
obtaining  the  most  publicity  concerning 
his  activities.  B.  Max  Mehl  as  he  wras 
known  (his  first  name  wras  never  used  in 
print),  was  the  hobby's  greatest  promoter, 
the  "P.T.  Barnum  of  numismatics,"  his 
long-time  friend  Abe  Kosoff  said  in  admi¬ 
ration  of  his  talents  for  gathering  head¬ 
lines.  By  the  way,  he  pronounced  his  name 
to  rhyme  with  mail,  as  indicated  by  his  ad¬ 
vertisements  which  encouraged  people  to 
get  on  his  "Mehl-ing  list."1  However,  most 

1  Cf.  advertisement  in  The  Numismatist,  February 
1925. 
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B.  Max  Mehl 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


everyone  in  his  lifetime  and  afterward  has 
used  the  pronunciation  mell. 

Of  all  the  coins  in  the  wide  world  of 
numismatics,  Mehl's  favorite  was  the 
aforementioned  "King  of  American 
Coins,"  the  1804  dollar,  with  the  1913  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel  coming  in  second.  After 
that,  the  field  was  wide  open,  although  ev¬ 
ery  once  in  a  while  the  1894-S  Barber  dime 
received  some  national  publicity  as  did  or 
one  or  another  rarity. 

Although  Mehl  passed  from  the 
earthly  sphere  in  1957,  his  fame  has  en¬ 
dured,  and  today  there  is  a  contingent  of 
numismatic  bibliophiles  who  collect  Mehl- 
iana.  During  his  career,  Mehl  handled 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  classic  rarities  includ¬ 
ing  six  different  specimens  of  the  1804  dol¬ 
lar,  the  Dunham  1822  half  eagle,  and  other 
landmarks.  Although  Mehl  handled  many 
important  numismatic  cabinets  containing 
specialized  series  — the  Judge  Slack  and 
other  collections  of  territorial  gold,  the  Dr. 
French  collection  of  large  cents,  and  the 
Dunham  collection  of  encased  postage 
stamps  are  but  several  of  many  examples 
that  could  be  cited  — these  along  with  the 
Ten  Eyck,  Atwater,  Neil,  Olson,  and 
Allenburger  cabinets  — Mehl  did  not  insert 
meaningful  scholarship  into  any  of  these 
offerings.  As  Mehl  himself  would  have  been 
the  first  to  admit,  his  role  was  that  of  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  merchant,  auctioneer,  and  publi¬ 
cist— a  role  he  enjoyed  immensely.  Histori¬ 
cal  and  technical  numismatic  matters  were 
left  to  others. 

In  1974  Mehl  was  posthumously 
elected  to  the  ANA  Numismatic  Hall  of 
Fame.  Thus,  today  we  remember  Mehl 
for  what  he  did  best:  promote  and  pub¬ 
licize  what  has  been  called  "the  world's 
greatest  hobby,"  numismatics. 

When  the  writer  shared  an 
evening  dinner  with  Mehl  in  1956,  in 
the  company  of  his  long-time  friends 
Abe  and  Mollie  Kosoff,  the  first  thing 
I  asked  was:  "Why  don't  you  write 
your  life  story?"  Here  was  Mehl,  who 
had  written  about  rarities  almost  as 
much  as  anyone  ever  had,  and  who 
had  publicized  them  more  than  any 
individual  before  or  since,  but  whose 
personal  life,  hobbies,  family,  vaca¬ 
tion  pleasures,  and  other  aspects 


were  largely  unrecorded,  although  a  re¬ 
searcher  with  a  good  nose  for  sniffing 
could  learn  that  at  one  time  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  Rotary  International,  and  that  in 
the  1930s  the  Williams  Oil-O-Matic  furnace 
in  his  Fort  Worth  home  was  featured  in 
national  advertising.  Mehl  never  did  write 
his  biography,  which  is  a  shame.  However, 
much  has  been  committed  to  print  by  oth¬ 
ers,  and  his  large  shelf  of  auction  cata¬ 
logues,  magazines,  and  other  literature 
serves  as  a  record. 

His  Early  Career 

Mehl  was  born  in  Lodz,  then  in  Rus¬ 
sia,  in  1884.  In  the  first  year  of  his  life  his 
family  moved  to  the  village  of  Vilkomu,  in 
the  province  of  Kovno.  Seeing  better  op¬ 
portunities  in  America,  the  Mehl  family 
left  Europe  and  arrived  in  the  United 
States  in  April  1895.  For  a  time  Mehl  and 
his  family  lived  in  Denton,  Texas,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Fort  Worth.  As  a  teen¬ 
ager  he  had  a  job  clerking  in  a  shoe  store 
while  collecting  coins  in  his  spare  time, 
apparently  dealing  on  a  local  basis  begin¬ 
ning  in  1900  — at  least,  that  is  what  Mehl 
later  said,  enabling  him  to  celebrate  his 
"Golden  Jubilee"  in  1950.  His  first  adver¬ 
tisement  was  carried  in  The  Numismatist  in 
December  1903.  Titled  "For  Sale,"  it  listed 
33  coins  "offered  to  the  highest  bidders. 
Bids  will  be  received  up  to  December 
25th."  Lot  No.  1  consisted  of  two  coins, 
1803  and  1804  half  cents,  each  Good.  Other 


items  included  Columbian  half  dollars  of 
1892  and  1893,  Very  Good  to  Fine,  which 
the  advertiser  probably  took  from  pocket 
change.2  Several  gold  dollars,  some  Ameri¬ 
can  silver  coins,  and  an  offering  of  frac¬ 
tional  currency  rounded  out  the  listing.  At 
the  bottom  appeared  his  name  and  ad¬ 
dress:  B.  Max  Mehl,  1211  Main  Street,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

Fort  Worth,  which  citizens  of  the 
nearby  and,  seemingly,  more  refined  city  of 
Dallas  called  "Cow  Town,"  was  nowhere, 
numismatically  speaking.  Indeed,  Cow 
Town,  also  known  as  "Where  the  West 
Commences,"  both  slogans  being  used 
later  by  town  publicists,  was  a  long  way 
from  the  two  epicenters  of  coin  collecting, 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  (with  activity 
in  Chicago  and  Boston  as  well).  Thus,  it 
was  only  natural  that  he  go  into  the  Mehl- 
order  business.  There  was  little  local  trade. 

1904,  A  Very  Good  Year 

Mehl  was  back  again,  in  The  Numis¬ 
matist  in  the  January  1904  issue,  with  a  no¬ 
tice  in  which  he  proclaimed  he  specialized 
in  American,  colonial,  and  United  States 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins,  private  and 
territorial  issues  of  gold,  and  fractional  cur¬ 
rency.  "I  deal  in  the  above  coins  exclu¬ 
sively,  and  am  always  ready  to  purchase 
entire  or  part  of  collections  at  the  highest 
prices.  Send  me  your  list  of  what  you  want 
to  buy  or  sell.  All  letters  promptly  and 
cheerfully  answered."  As  if  the  reader 
didn't  get  the  point,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  advertisement  appeared  another 
notice:  "Correspondence  Solicited." 
On  a  facing  page  was  another  ad  from 
the  Fort  Worth  dealer,  offering  his 
"Premium  List  of  United  States  Gold 
Dollars,"  which  showed  "prices  paid 
for  all  the  U.S.  gold  dollars  issued;  in¬ 
cluding  those  issued  at  the  branch 
mints.  If  you  are  a  collector  of  gold 
dollars  this  last  will  certainly  interest 
you." 

Mehl  soon  learned  the  Lewis 
Carroll  aphorism  (from  "The  Hunting 
of  the  Snark"),  "Whatever  1  tell  you 
three  times  is  true."  Soon  he  claimed 


2  Columbian  half  dollars  were  still  seen  in 
circulation  as  late  as  the  1920s  and  early  1930s. 


FOR  SALE. 


The  following  C.  S.  Coins  are  offered  to  ‘lie  highest  bid¬ 
ders.  Bids  will  be  received  up  to  Decern  her  26th. 
Postage  and  registration  to  be  paid  by  purchaser. 

21.  18515,  upright  5.  Flue  but  for  few 
light  scratches. 

22.  1802,  fine. 

23.  U.  S.  half-dimes  1829  to  1873,  not 
consecutive,  some  duplicates,  fair 
to  v  tine  28,  sold  as  one  lot. 

24.  U.  S.  Dimes  1820  to  1853  not  con¬ 
secutive,  average  about  gd.  18 
sold  as  one  lot. 

U.  S.  FRACTIONAL  CURRENCY. 


Lot  No. 

1.  U.  S.  half-cento.  1803- ’04.  gd.  2. 

2.  1818  Quarter  dollar,  fine. 

3.  Another,  gd. 

4.  1835  Quarter,  v  fine. 


U.  S  HALF  CENTS. 

5.  1819  very  gd. 

«.  1820,  extra  fine. 

7.  1820,  fine. | 

8.  1830,  small  o,  extra  One. 
if.  1831,  good. 

18.  1833,  good. 

11.  1802,  Columbia.  One. 

12.  1803 

13.  1893  “  very  gd. 

14.  1893  “  fine. 

15.  1893  “  very  gd. 

10.  Trade  Dollar  1877,  very  good 

17.  “  “  1879,  proof. 

U.  S.  GOLD  DOLLARS. 

18.  1849.  very  tine. 

19.  1849,  o  mint,  v  gd. 

20.  1851,  o  mint  v  One. 


25.  4th  Issue  10c,  Liberty,  unc. 

2H.  “  “  15c,  Columbia,  unc. 

27.  “  “  25c,  Washington,  unc. 

28.  “  “  50c,  Lincoln,  good. 

29.  “  “  50c,  Stanton,  v  fine. 

30.  5th  Issue  10c,  Meredith,  lied  Seal 

unc.  . 

31.  5th  Issue  25c,  Walker  Red  seal 

unc.  „ 

32.  5th  Issue  50c,  Crawford  * 

unc.  a  _i 

33.  5th  Issue  50c.  Dexter  Green  seat 
very  good. 

Send  bids  to 


B.  MAX  MEHL. 


1211  Main  St. 


Fort  Worth.  Texa*. 

M«mb«r  A  N.  A 


Mehl's  first  advertisement  ran  in  The  Numismatist  in 
December  1903. 
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that  he  was  the  biggest,  best,  and  paid  the 
most.  The  philosophy  became  self-fulfill¬ 
ing,  and  before  long  at  least  parts  of  this 
statement  were  true.3 

In  March  1904,  he  issued  what  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  his  second  catalogue 
(following  his  gold  dollar  list),  which  was 
titled  Catalogue  of  Fine  Selections  of  Choice 
United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins, 
Private  and  Territorial  Gold,  United  States 
Fractional  Currency,  Etc.,  Etc.  Mehl  had  a 
winning  personality,  and  his  success  was 
well  deserved.  Among  his  very  first  clients 
was  John  A.  Beck,  the  Pittsburgh  collector, 
who  sent  in  an  order  or  two,  liked  what  he 
received,  and  went  on  to  spend 
thousands  of  dollars.4 

In  the  summer  of  1904  he 
traveled  north  to  St.  Louis  and  took 
in  the  sights  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Exposition,  where  Farran  Zerbe 
held  forth  with  a  numismatic  dis¬ 
play  and  concession.  The  annual 
convention  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  was  held  there  at  ■ 
the  same  time,  so  that  collectors  could 
partake  of  two  experiences  in  a  single 
trip  (the  same  thing  was  done  in  1915 
at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  and 
in  New  York  at  the  World's  Fair  in  1939, 
among  others).  In  the  "show  and  tell" 
part  of  the  convention,  Mehl  displayed  a 
"set  of  Brvan  dollars,"  these  being  silver 
(mostly)  medals  issued  for  the  presiden¬ 
tial  campaign  of  1896. 


find  sufficient  interest  in  collecting  of  the 
cheaper  class  of  coins.  And  it  is  not  nec¬ 
essary  to  possess  all  the  dates  of  a  given 
denomination  but  the  various  types.  The 
series  of  dollars,  for  instance,  may  be 
represented  by  five  specimens,  repre¬ 
senting  the  different  types.  The  half  dol¬ 
lar  by  seven  species  and  so  on,  all  of 
which  may  be  obtained  at  a  nominal 
cost,  and  yet  would  make  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  collection,  while  to  obtain  the  en¬ 
tire  series  of  the  dollar  only,  not  includ¬ 
ing  the  1804,  would  cost  about  $500. 

Aha!  The  1804  dollar  had  already 
caught  his  eye! 
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Mehl  on  Hobbies 

While  coin  collecting  w-as  a  nation¬ 
wide  pastime  in  the  first  decade  of  the  20th 
centurv,  it  was  less  widespread  and  less 
dynamic  than  it  had  been  in  the  glory 
years  of  the  1880s.  In  1905  Mehl  did  his 
part  to  help,  prefacing  a  price  list  with  this: 

As  the  hobby  or  diverting  pursuit, 
the  collecting  of  rare  coins  affords  more 
pleasure  and  greater  interest  than  any 
collectible  object.  The  decided  advantage 
in  coin  collecting  is  that  while  the  subject 
is  inexhaustible  in  its  variations,  yet  a 
child  may  commence  the  pursuit  and 
reach  as  far  as  his  means  will  permit. 
While  the  more  advanced  collectors 
clamor  for  the  great  rarities,  the  beginner 
or  a  collector  of  moderate  means  will 


Now  Full  Time 

While  Mehl  was  buying  and  selling 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold  coins,  and 
dreaming  about  1804  silver  dollars,  he  put 
bread  on  the  table  by  clerking  in  a  shoe 
shop,  as  he  had  done  for  several  years.  Fi¬ 
nally  came  the  break,  and  in  Julv  1906  he 
announced: 

With  pleasure  I  beg  to  advise  my 
friends  and  patrons  that  I  now  devote  all 
my  time  to  the  coin  business.  Before  it 
was  only  a  "side  line"  with  me,  but 
thanks  to  the  esteemed  patronage  fa¬ 
vored  me  by  manv  of  the  "faithful"  my 
business  grew  to  such  an  extent  that  I 
was  obliged  to  abandon  all  other  inter¬ 
ests  and  devote  all  my  time  in  serving 
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those  who  find  me  worthy  of  a  share  of 
their  esteemed  numismatic  favors. 

Of  course,  it  might  have  come  as  a 
surprise  to  many  readers,  especially  his 
customers  by  mail,  that  he  had  not  been  a 
full  time,  indeed  large  full  time  dealer  for  a 
long  time. 

Within  a  few  years  Mehl's  innovative 
advertising  and  colorful  personality  pro¬ 
jected  him  to  the  front  rank  of  dealers.  He 
actually  had  two  separate  but  related 
businesses.  The  first,  which  went  under 
different  names  including  the  Star  Rare 
Coin  Company  and  the  Numismatic  Bank 
of  Texas,  sold  copies  of  the  Star  Rare  Coin 
Encyclopedia  to  the  public  for  SI  (price 
later  increased)  each.  These  were  dis¬ 
pensed  by  the  millions  to  hopeful  buyers 
who  dreamed  of  finding  an  1804  dollar  in 
the  attic,  or  a  rare  cent  in  pocket  change. 

The  idea  was  hardly  new,  and 
7^  Henry  Ahlborn  had  sold  thou¬ 
sands  of  such  booklets  in  the  previ¬ 
ous  century,  as  had  others.  At  one 
time  mail  from  the  public  addressed 
to  him  accounted  for  more  than  half 
the  business  of  the  Fort  Worth  post  of¬ 
fice.  His  other  orientation  was  toward 
the  numismatic  community. 

Mehl  Visits  the  Big  City 
In  1906,  Farran  Zerbe  attended  one  of 
Lvman  H.  Low's  auction  sales  in  New  York 
Citv,  later  commenting:5 

B  Max  Mehl,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
shared  the  novice  bench  with  me  at  the 
sale.  It  was  Mr.  Mehl’s  first  trip  to  the 
Hast  and  the  first  coin  sale  he  had  at¬ 
tended.  1  fe  fell  right  into  the  ranks  of  the 
old  timers  and  nothing  went  begging  for 
bids  that  looked  good  to  him.  Mr.  Mehl 

Puffery  became  an  enduring  part  of  the  rare 
coin  trade,  and  in  the  1970s  when  the  present  writer 
was  gathering  data  for  what  became  the  two-volume 
The  American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History 
1891-1991.  the  curious  situation  was  noted  that  in  a 
single  issue  of  a  single  publication,  four  different  firms 
were  each  advertising  to  be  the  largest  dealer. 

*  Recollection  of  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Hobbies,  April 
1936,  who  placed  the  date  at  1902;  however,  it  was 
probably  earlv  1904;  also  Beck  correspondence  later 
passing  to  Abner  Kreisberg  and  Jerry  Cohen. 

5  The  Numismatist,  August  1906. 
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is  perhaps  a  juvenile  of  the  act  of  dealers, 
but  only  in  years  of  life,  for  when  it 
comes  to  serving  coins,  rare  or  other¬ 
wise,  at  popular  prices  he  is  a  finished 
chef.  This  reference  to  Mr.  Mehl's  youth 
recalls  a  story  told  years  ago  when  the 
Chapman  boys  (they  were  boys  once) 
became  aggressive  for  business.  One  of 
the  old  dealers  spoke  disparagingly 
about  them.  When  pressed  for  an  expla¬ 
nation,  the  most  he  could  say  was:  "Why 
they  are  only  boys."  The  Chapmans  ac¬ 
knowledged  this  and  were  satisfied  that 
if  that  was  their  only  deficiency  and  the 
most  severe  criticism,  time  would  rem¬ 
edy  all.  That  it  has  is  evidenced  by  their 
great  success.  May  time  do  as  much  for 
Mr.  Mehl  was  my  thought  as  I  said 
goodbye  to  him  as  he  left  for  Boston. 

An  Angel  Appears 

Meanwhile,  Mehl  had  acquired  a 
guardian  angel  ip  the  form  of  C.W.  Cowell, 
a  Denver  numismatist  who  was  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  selling  his  collection.  He  sent  many 
coins  on  consignment  to  Mehl,  enabling 
him  to  offer  territorial  gold  coins  and 
other  rarities  that  might  have  been  out  . 
of  his  reach  otherwise. 

Mehl  married  on  August  18, 1907, 
and  he  and  Ethel  eventually  enjoyed  a  ! 
family  which  consisted  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Lorraine  and  Dana,  leading  years 
later  to  a  fine  family  with  many  in¬ 
laws  and  grandchildren. 

From  January  1908  to  Decem¬ 
ber  1919  (except  for  a  hiatus  1912- 
1913)  he  published  Mehl's  Numis¬ 
matic  Monthly.  The  corpus  com¬ 
prised  10  volumes  and  117  numbers 
(some  of  which  were  combined).  This 
gave  The  Numismatist  a  run  for  its  money 
and  in  many  aspects  was  more  interest¬ 
ingly  edited.  Guest  contributors  included 
some  of  the  most  important  names  of  the 
era,  prominent  among  whom  were  Edgar 
H.  Adams,  Howland  Wood,  and  even  vet¬ 
eran  dealer  John  W.  Haseltine.  (By  the 
way,  Howland  Wood,  who  later  served  as 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  New  York,  longer  than  anyone 
else,  before  or  since,  was  a  relative  of 
Walter  Childs,  of  Childs  Collection  1804 
dollar  fame,  although  the  fabled  1804  was 


added  by  family  members  years  after 
Walter's  death.) 

Goodbye  Texas,  Hello  Broadway 

The  gap  in  publication  came  at  a  time 
when  Mehl  was  at  a  crossroads  in  his  life. 
His  business  had  grown,  and  he  had 
achieved  great  success.  And  yet,  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  New  York  City  were  the  focal 
points  of  action,  where  most  large  auctions 
were  held  and  where  collectors  and  dealers 
gathered.  In  New  York  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society  furnished  a  home  away 
from  home  for  visiting  members,  the  New 
York  Numismatic  Club  (founded  by  Tho¬ 
mas  L.  Elder  and  others  in  1908)  offered  ca- 
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A  complete  set  of  Mehl's  Numismatic  Monthly  from  the  Armand 
Champa  Libranj  Collection  -  Part  II,  sold  by  us  in  1995. 


maraderie  and  good  cheer  at  its  dinner 
meetings,  and  there  were  many  other  go¬ 
ings-on.  In  Fort  Worth  there  was  lots  of 
mesquite  and  sagebrush,  some  longhorn 
steers,  but  no  coin  "action"  apart  from 
what  Mehl  was  doing.  Discussions  were 
held  with  Wayte  Raymond  (in  my  forth¬ 
coming  book  on  the  1804  dollar  there  will 
be  a  notable  section  about  Raymond),  who 
was  an  up-and-coming  star  in  the  New 
York  City  area  firmament  (he  was  in 
nearby  Connecticut,  working  in  a  bank 
and  also  selling  coins).  The  two  dealers  de¬ 
cided  to  become  partners. 

However,  plans  changed,  and  readers 
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of  the  July  1912  issue  of  The  Numismatist 
were  informed  of  a  decision  bv  Mehl  that, 
no  doubt,  altered  the  course  of  American 
numismatic  history: 

Serious  illness  in  my  family  obliged 
me  to  return  to  Texas,  and  upon  my  re¬ 
turn  certain  personal  matters  forced  me 
to  abandon  all  my  plans  for  removal  to 
New  York.  1  have  re-established  in  Fort 
Worth  on  the  same  up-to-date  plans  that 
1  intended  to  put  in  force  in  New  York, 
and  I  feel  that  any  business  conducted 
on  honesty,  promptness  and  care  for  the 
interest  of  all  patrons  will  be  rewarded 
with  success  regardless  where  it  may  be 
located.  1  have  a  large  stock,  selections  of 
which  1  will  cheerfully  send  on  approval. 

My  auction  service  is  conducted  on  busi¬ 
ness  methods  based  on  absolute  fairness. 

1  want  to  demonstrate  to  you  the  work¬ 
ings  of  a  really  modern  numismatic  es¬ 
tablishment. 

The  Mehl  Building 

In  October  1916,  Mehl  announced  that 
he  had  just  moved  into  his  own  building  in 
Fort  Worth,  "completed  at  a  cost  of 
$25,000."  This  became  known  as  the  Mehl 
Building,  and  in  advertisements  was 
\  sometimes  pictured  with  a  modern 
1  streetcar  out  front. 

In  autumn  1919,  Mehl  boasted: 
The  October  number  of  the 
American  Boy  carries  the  largest  single 
coin  advertisement  ever  published 
by  that  high-class  journal.  It  is  one  of 
my  'ads/  which  cost  me  over  $200 
for  a  single  insertion!  Besides  the 
regular  channels  and  markets  for 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  coins,  I  enjoy, 
through  my  extensive  advertising  (over 
$5,000  annual  expenditure)  and  my 
modern  business  methods,  a  wide  field 
for  the  successful  purchase  and  sale  of 
coins  that  is  not  enjoyed  by  anv  other 
numismatic  firm  in  the  country. 

On  May  17, 1921,  Mehl  did  it.  He  sold 
his  first  1804  dollar,  one  of  several  that  he 
would  handle  (never  mind  a  false  start  in 
1913,  when  he  thought  that  an  "1804"  dol¬ 
lar  sent  to  him  bv  H.O.  Granberg  was 
genuine;  it  was  not).  The  beneficiary  was 
the  widow  of  Judge  H.  Manning,  con¬ 
signor  of  the  coin.  Ever  the  showman, 
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Mehl  somehow  distorted  this  numismatic 
transaction  through  the  wonderful  me¬ 
dium  of  advertising  to  a  sketch  of  a  cashier 
in  a  movie  theatre  ticket  booth  taking  coins 
for  tickets,  and  a  caption  that  went  some¬ 
thing  like  this,  and  I  paraphrase,  "I  paid 
Mrs.  Manning  over  $2,000  for  her  old  silver 
dollar.  What  treasures  do  you  have  in  your 
pocket  change?"  Well,  the  U.S.  Post  Office 
took  issue  with  what  it  viewed  as  decep¬ 
tion,6  and  the  ever  accommodating  Mr. 
Mehl  switched  advertising  campaigns,  in¬ 
cluding  one  used  a  few  years  later  which 
informed  readers  that  if  they  could  find  an 
1894  dime  with  a  little  S  mintmark  on  it, 
they  could  send  it  to  Mehl  in  Texas  and  get 
a  check  to  send  Junior  to  college  or  forestall 
foreclosure  on  the  deed  to  the  ranch.  By 
1924,  Mehl's  advertising  budget  was 
$50,000  per  year. 

A  Visit  with  Mehl 

In  June  1928,  Charles  Markus,  then 
the  president  of  the  ANA,  wrote  about 
his  four-month  tour  through  the  Ameri¬ 
can  West,  noting: 

No  mention  of  Fort  Worth  is  com¬ 
plete  until  we  have  told  of  a  number  of 
visits  to  the  numismatic  establishment  of 
the  celebrated  and  well-known  B.  Max 
Mehl,  whom  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  at  annual  conventions  of  the 
ANA  since  Hector  was  a  pup!  We  made  a 
number  of  visits  to  his  coin  shop  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  method  and  manner  of  buying 
and  selling  coins  on  a  large  scale.  We 
were  invited  to  his  fine  new  home,  where 
we  were  entertained,  dined  and  wrined, 
shown  every  point  of  interest  in  and 
around  the  city,  theatre  and  dinner  parties 
downtown.  By  the  way,  we  forgot  to 
mention  we  helped  build  the  beautiful 
new  Mehl  home,  and  paid  for  many  ar¬ 
ticles  entering  in  its  construction. 

We  hereby  publicly  express  our  sin¬ 
cere  thanks  to  the  three  lady  members  of 
the  Mehl  family,  as  well  as  to  B.  Max,  for 
the  extreme  courtesy  and  consideration 
extended  us  on  our  visit  to  Fort  Worth, 
but  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at,  for 
was  he  not  entertaining  the  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
and  his  wife?  (Bouquet  thrown  at  myself 
by  myself.) 


Mehl  Rides  a  Crest 

In  March  1929,  The  Numismatist  in¬ 
cluded  a  13-page  spread  titled  "A  Texas 
Master  of  Coins,"  featuring  Mehl  as  the 
leading  American  dealer  in  the  rare  coin 
field.  Further: 

The  preponderance  of  the  fine 
collections  of  rare  coins  disposed  of  in 
the  United  States  during  the  past  10 
years  have  been  bought  and  sold  by 
him.  Last  year  he  handled  a  total  of 
more  than  30,000  shipments,  and  his 
operations  extended  to  practically  ev¬ 
ery  country  in  the  world.  During  the 
busier  six  months  of  the  year  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  his  mail  is  such  as  to  stand  sec¬ 
ond  or  third  in  the  Fort  Worth  Post  Of- 


The  Mehl  Building 

fice,  and  year  in  and  year  out  he  ranks 
fourth  or  fifth.  Last  year  he  received 
more  than  275,000  inquiries.  A  little 
book  on  rare  coins,  which  he  publishes, 
and  which  retails  for  $1,  has  had  an  av¬ 
erage  circulation  of  70,000  copies  a 
year  for  the  past  five  years,  and  since  it 
first  appeared  20  years  ago  more  than  a 
million  copies  have  boon  sold.  And  yet, 
Mohl  has  always  lived  in  Fort  Worth.  If 
ever  there  was  a  case  truly  illustrative 
of  the  saying  about  the  world  beating  a 
path  to  the  door  of  the  man  who  makes 
a  better  mousetrap  than  his  neighbor, 
though  he  take  up  his  home  in  a  wil¬ 
derness,  it  is  certainly  the  case  of  B. 
Max  Mehl. 

The  story  of  his  rise  to  the  head  of 
his  profession  is  a  simple  one,  and  can  be 
summed  up  in  a  sentence.  He  became  in¬ 
terested  in  rare  coins  as  a  boy,  began  in  a 
small  way  to  trade  them  with  others  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  kept  learn¬ 
ing  more  and  more  about  them  as  time 
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passed,  and  so  by  natural  development 
became  in  due  course  a  leading  author¬ 
ity  on  the  subject  and  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  dealer  in  coins  in  the  United  States. 

He  has  kept  at  it  for  nearly  30  years,  fol¬ 
lowing  no  other  business  or  profession, 
and  by  single-hearted  devotion  to  this 
one  thing  has  reached  his  present  emi¬ 
nence.  To  do  this,  he  has  not  found  it 
necessary  to  leave  the  city  in  which  he 
was  born.  Once,  in  1912,  he  yielded  to 
the  temptation  to  move  to  New  York,  but 
in  a  few  weeks  he  decided  he  had  made 
a  mistake  and  returned  to  Fort  Worth. 

He  has  remained  in  Fort  Worth  ever 
since  and  expects  to  remain  there  for  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

Recently  I  spent  a  delightful  af¬ 
ternoon  with  him,  during  the  course 
of  which  I  learned  much  about  rare 
coins,  but  very  little  about  himself. 
For,  like  most  men  who  have  attained 
genuine  distinction  through  personal 
achievement,  he  is  extremely  modest 
and  unassuming.  His  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  in  the  combination  store  and 
apartment  building  of  which  he  is  the 
owner,  and  its  floor  space  is  distant 
from  the  business  section.  And  yet 
here  he  conducts  a  business  that  aver¬ 
ages  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  a  vear,  and  during  the  busy 
season  he  emplovs  about  40  people.  I 
asked  him  about  the  dictum  that  all 
old  coins  are  not  rare,  and  all  rare 
coins  are  not  old.  "I'll  give  you  an  ex¬ 
ample,'  he  replied.  "Some  time  ago  I 
advertised  that  I  would  pav  $50  for  a 
1913  Libertv  Head  nickel.  Not  a  buf¬ 
falo  nickel,  vou  understand,  but  a  Lib¬ 
ertv  Head  nickel  of  that  date...." 

"What  makes  a  coin  rare?"  I  asked. 

"If  you  mean  by  that  question 
what  makes  a  coin  scarce,  there  is  no 
general  answer  to  cover  all  classes  of 
coins,”  he  replied.  "But  it  is  scarcity,  and 
a  demand  by  collectors,  that  make  a 
coin  rare.  About  the  most  valuable  coin 
in  existence  right  now  is  the  United 
States  $5  gold  piece  of  the  year  1822. 
Only  three  of  them  are  known  to  exist, 

6  Recollection  of  the  author,  conversation  with 
Mehl,  circa  1956. 
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and  recently  the  owner  of  one  of  these 
refused  my  offer  of  $10,000  for  it.  There 
were  17,796  specimens  of  this  coin 
minted,  and  it  is  one  of  the  mysteries  of 
coinage  why  it  is  so  scarce.  The  next 
year  — 1823  — there  were  only  14,485  $5 
gold  pieces  minted,  and  yet  there  are 
probably  50  of  them  known  to  exist  to¬ 
day.  What  makes  the  1822  $5  gold  piece 
scarcer  than  that  of  1823,  when  more 
than  3,000  less  were  minted,  is  some¬ 
thing  which  we  do  not  know." 

Mr.  Mehl  informed  me,  paren¬ 
thetically,  that  his  offer  of  $10,000  for  the 
1822  $5  gold  piece  was  not  for  an  indefi¬ 
nite  period.  He  explained  that  he  knew 
where  he  could  place  it  at  the  time  he 
made  the  offer.  "But  sometimes,"  he 
continued,  "we  do  know  what  makes  a 
coin  scarce.  For  example,  take  some  of 
the  privately  minted  California  gold 
coins  that  are  very  scarce  today.  These 
coins  were  issued  for  convenience  in 
California  in  the  early  '50s,  right  after 
the  discovery  of  gold,  by  private  coin¬ 
ers.  And  at  first,  in  order  to  assure  that 
they  would  pass  current  standards,  they 
were  made  a  little  heavier  than  the  gov¬ 
ernment  minted  coins  of  the  same  de¬ 
nomination.  The  gold  they  contained 
was  worth  more  as  metal  than  the  face 
value  of  the  coins.  This  was  soon  dis¬ 
covered,  and  consequently  the  practice 
of  melting  them  up  became  common.  A 
great  many  of  these  coins  disappeared 
in  this  way,  and  today  they  are  very 
scarce.  As  they  are  sought  after  by  col¬ 
lectors,  they  are  now  rare  coins." 

Mr.  Mehl  told  me  many  interest¬ 
ing  things  about  coin  collecting  and 
coin  collectors.  He  said  that  the  practice 
of  coin  collecting  is  more  widespread 
today  than  ever  before  in  history,  and  it 
is  likely  to  continue  to  spread  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  New  collectors  are  springing  up 
every  day.  In  fact,  it  is  part  of  his  busi¬ 
ness,  he  said,  to  create  them.  Mr.  Mehl 
makes  an  offer  on  every  coin  that  is  pre¬ 
sented  to  him,  and  if  the  offer  is  accepted 
he  purchases  it.  He  has  on  hand  at  all 
times  between  $40,000  and  $50,000 
worth  of  rare  coins,  and  more  than 
$250,000  worth  passes  through  his  hands 
during  an  average  year.  There  is  no  diffi¬ 


culty  in  disposing  of  genuinely  rare 
coins.  The  difficulty  is  in  selling  them  to 
the  right  persons.  Coin  collectors  are 
likely  to  become  offended  if  their  favor¬ 
ite  dealer  disposes  of  a  much  prized  coin 
to  somebody  else.  Coins,  therefore,  are 
frequently  sold  with  the  understanding 
that  the  purchaser  will  not  disclose 
where  he  obtained  them.  There  are  about 


5,000  confirmed  collectors  in  the  United 
States  today,  but  hundreds  of  thousands 
are  interested  in  coins,  and  buy  them  oc¬ 
casionally.  "My  business  is  more  to  find 
rare  coins  than  to  dispose  of  them,"  said 
Mr.  Mehl... 

Bad  Times  Are  Good  Times 

The  Depression  of  the  1930s  meant 
hard  times  for  the  American  people,  but 
coin  collecting  prospered.  This  was  an  era 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


in  which  hobbies  came  to  the  fore,  and  the 
decade  saw  great  growth  in  interest  as  well 
as  prices.  Perhaps  reflective  of  this  was 
Mehl's  advertisement  in  The  Numismatist, 
January  1931,  which  referred  to  so-called 
"Hard  Times,"  "Depressed  Conditions," 
"Slow  Market,"  and  "Holiday  Season." 
However,  "Yet  more  than  $20,000  was  real¬ 
ized  at  my  sale  of  December  11th!!  Prices 
fair  to  buyer  and  seller  prevailing  and 
some  new  records  made  for  outstand¬ 
ing  rarities."  In  April  of  the  same  year, 
Mehl  was  quoted  on  business  condi¬ 
tions:  "The  business  side?  No  one  can 
tell  it  better  than  Mr.  Mehl.  Said  he, 
'Business  is  better  than  ever,  despite 
the  hard  times.  My  1930  business  was 
my  best,  and  the  start  this  year  indi¬ 
cates  that  1931  will  be  better  than  that. 
Hard  times,  now  as  always,  hit  the 
poor,  those  who  are  least  able  to  stand 
it.  But  it's  no  trouble  to  sell  rare  coins. 
For  those  to  whom  coins  are  life,  life 
must  go  on.'" 

Successes  of  the  era  included  the 
obtaining  on  consignment  of  the  col¬ 
lection  of  Waldo  C.  Newcomer,  of  Bal¬ 
timore,  the  purchase  of  Virgil  M. 
Brand's  currency  collection,  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  commemorative  boom  of 
1935-6  and  the  publication  of  a  book¬ 
let  on  such  coins  in  1937,  and  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  Dunham  Collection  in 
1939.  The  present  narrative  is  but  a 
sketch  of  Mehl;  to  do  justice  to  all  the 
auctions  he  held,  all  the  rarities  he 
handled,  would  require  a  hook. 

In  the  decade  of  the  1940s,  Mehl 
reached  his  glory.  His  auctions  com¬ 
prised  some  collections  that  can  only 
be  described  as  awesome  and  incred¬ 
ible,  among  which  were  the  William 
Forrester  Dunham  Sale  (1941),  Albert 
A.  Grinnell  (1943),  Belden  Roach  (1944), 
Fred  E.  Olsen  (1944,  which  contained  the 
first  Liberty  Head  nickel  Mehl  ever 
handled,  despite  Mehl's  having  advertised 
for  this  issue  for  many  years),  Jack  Roe 
(1945),  William  Cutler  Atwater  (1946), 
Frederic  W.  Geiss  (1947),  Will  W.  Neil 
(1947),  King  Farouk  duplicates  (1948),  and 
Christian  A.  Allenburger  (1948).  It  was  al¬ 
most  as  though  Mehl  had  a  stranglehold 
on  the  important  consignments  as  they 


So-Called 
“Hard  Times” 

So-Called 

“Depressed  Conditions” 

So-Called 
“Slow  Market” 

So-Called 
“Holiday  Season” 


MORE  THAN  TWENTY  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS  WAS  REALIZED  AT  MY  SALE 

OF  DEC.  11th!! 

Prices  fair  to  buyer  and  seller  prevailing  and  some  new 
records  made  for  outstanding  rarities. 

All  of  this  PROVES — (if  proof  is  necessary) — that  by 
stepping  out  of  the  rut  and  creating  a  huge  numismatic 
market  of  my  own — by  spending  nearly  a  Quarter  of  a 
Million  Dollars  for  advertising  in  the  past  five  years 
alone,  gives  me  the  recognized  largest  field  of  distribution 
of  any  numismatic  market  in  the  entire  world! 

Yes,  I  know  that’s  a  prottv  broad  statement.  But  I 
can  and  DO  PROVE  it. 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  let  me  PROVE  it  to  YOU 
whenever  you  want  to  buy  or  sell. 

I  will  buy  your  collection  for  spot  cash,  whether  it 
amounts  to  $100  or  $100,000,00,  or  1  will  sell  it  for  you  at 
one  of  my  fine  Quality  Sales  and  advance  you  a  reason¬ 
able  amount  of  cash  without  interest. 

Write  me.  You  have  nothing  to  lose. 


ItB.MAX  MEHL]] 

NUMISMATIST 


Lurtfost  Numismatic  Establishment  in  America. 

Established  Over  26  Years.  Capital  $250,000.00. 

Collections  purchased  for  cash  up  to  any  value  or  sold  at  Auction  on 
liberal  terms  and  cash  advanced  without  interest. 


The  coin  collecting  hobby  prospered  during  the  Depression 
of  the  1930s.  Shown  here  is  Mehl's  advertisement  in  the 
January  31st  issue  of  The  Numismatist. 
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came  on  the  market,  with  the  leav¬ 
ings,  such  as  they  were,  going  to  competi¬ 
tors.  (Notwithstanding  Mehl's  overwhelm¬ 
ing  success,  such  firms  as  the  Numismatic 
Gallery,  Stack's,  and  New  Netherlands— to 
mention  only  a  few  firms  — conducted 
some  fine  sales  during  this  period.) 

Fort  Worth  vs.  Everywhere  Else 

In  October  1948  in  the  pages  of  The 
Numismatist,  rivalry  heated  up  concerning 
which  geographical  area  was  the  best  in 
which  to  sell  coins.  For  some  time  the 
newly  relocated  (from  New  York)  Numis¬ 
matic  Gallery  had  been  trumpeting  the 
virtues  of  California,  while  Stack's  contin¬ 
ued  to  call  New  York  Citv  the  coin  capital 
of  the  world.  Not  to  be  caught  napping,  B. 
Max  Mehi  boldly  stated  in  a  headline: 
"FROM  NEW  YORK  CITY  TO  FORT 
WORTH  TEXAS,”  and  noted  in  recent 
years  that  the  Belden  Roach  Collection,  of 
New  York  City,  which  realized  $91,679.68, 
was  catalogued  and  sold  by  Mehl  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas.  Similarly,  the  William  C. 
Atwater  Collection,  of  Neiv  York  City,  went 
to  Fort  Worth  where  B.  Max  Mehl  sold  it 
for  $153,514.60,  the  largest  sum  ever  real¬ 
ized  for  a  coin  collection  at  auction  in  the 
United  States.  Now  came  the  Charles  W. 
Green  Collection,  also  from  Neze  York  City, 
currently  being  catalogued  bv  Mehl.  As  if 
these  statistics  were  not  sufficient,  Mehl 
then  went  on  to  say:  "You  and  I  know  that 


these  truly  great  collections  from  New  York 
City  were  not  acquired  by  me  on  the 
strength  of  my  good  looks.  Somehow  1 
feel  that  my  48  years  of  proven  success, 
unquestionable  past  and  present  financial 
responsibility  and  reliability  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it.  When  you  think  of 
selling  your  collection  at  auction  for  cash, 
let  me  tell  you,  without  any  obligation  on 
your  part,  just  why  these  and  many  other 
great  collections  from  ALL  sections  of  the 
country  have  been  and  are  being  placed 
with  me  for  their  successf  ul  sale."7 

Mehl  himself  considered  the  finest 
publicity  in  the  outside  (non-numismatic) 
world  to  be  the  feature  article  about  him 
that  appeared  on  February  5, 1949,  in  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post ,H  1  le  ordered  quite  a 
few  extra  copies,  and  had  a  supply  on 
hand  for  years  afterward. 

In  The  Numismatist  in  April  1949,  Mehl 
announced  in  a  headline  that  he  had  just 
acquired  a  major  collection  formed  in  New 
York  City,  noting:  "Again  I  repeat  that 
'there  must  be  a  mighty  good  reason  why 
such  a  marked  preponderance  of  all  fine 
collections  offered  and  sold  in  this  country 
come  to  Texas.'"  The  signature  of  his  ad¬ 
vertisement  stated  that  his  capital  was 
$500,000,  resources  amounted  to  $750,000, 
and  that  he  was  the  "oldest  and  largest 
rare  coin  establishment  in  America,  estab¬ 
lished  49  years." 

In  November  of  the  same  year,  no 


doubt  ex-New  Yorkers  Abe  Kosoff  and 
Abner  Kreisberg,  now  comfortably  situ¬ 
ated  in  Beverly  Hills,  were  chagrined 
when  B.  Max  Mehl  announced  the  fol¬ 
lowing  in  a  full-page  advertisement:  "I 
shall  have  the  honor  to  offer  for  sale  the 
magnificent  collection  of  United  States 
gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  late  eminent 
composer  Jerome  Kern  of  Beverly  Hills, 
California,  and  New  York,  New  York. 
The  sale  will  be  held  in  the  early  part  of 
next  years,  during  my  Golden  Jubilee 
Year  of  Numismatics  —  mv  50th  success¬ 
ful  numismatic  year!" 

Finis 

Time,  the  grim  reaper,  always  has  the 
last  word.  In  the  1950s  Mehl's  numismatic 
activities  diminished,  and  on  September 
30, 1957,  he  died  at  his  home  in  Fort  Worth. 
For  a  time,  his  business  was  continued  in 
Fort  Worth  by  his  secretary,  Mary 
Ferguson.  Abe  Kosoff,  who  managed  his 
numismatic  estate,  offered  the  Mehl  trade 
name  for  sale  for  S25,000,  a  buyer  was 
found,  and  the  otherwise  unrelated  B.  Max 
Mehl  Co.  was  set  up  bv  Kenneth  Nichols, 
of  Costa  Mesa,  California,  who  later  sold 
out  to  George  Justus  of  Beverly  Hills.  Thus, 
"Fort  Worth  came  to  Beverlv  Hills,"  but  in 
a  wav  Mehl  never  intended. 


Italics  added 

*  Comment  to  author,  1956. 


"Dear  Dave, 

"I've  been  a  collector  of  U.S.  coins  for 
many  years  and  have  been  an  avid  collec¬ 
tor  of 'Bowers  publications'  for  most  of  this 
time.  I  count  my  'Bowers  coins'  (from  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  later  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries)  among  my  favorites. 

"1  have  never  had  a  pot  full  of  money  to 
spend,  but  I  took  the  advice  of  an  old  and 
good  friend  early  in  my  numismatic  life; 
'buy  the  best  condition  you  can  afford'  and 
I've  profited  by  it. 

"Some  of  my  acquisitions  I  hold  dear, 
like  the  1916  and  1938-D  Liberty  Walking 
halves  and  the  1874  $3.00  gold.  One  special 


A  Letter  from  G.L.O. 

one  was  the  envy  of  a  collector/ dealer 
member  of  our  club.  I  was  putting  on  a 
show  of  slides,  and  when  I  showed  the  Un¬ 
circulated  1787  Fugio  Cent  I  thought  his 
eves  would  pop  out  of  his  head.  'Is  that 
yours?'  he  asked.  I  just  nodded,  modestly  1 
hope. 

"But  mv  absolute  favorite  is  one  I  ac¬ 
quired  at  your  1981  ANA  auction.  This  was 
mv  first  big  auction.  I  was  nervous,  not  hav¬ 
ing  a  lot  of  money  to  spend.  I  found  one 
piece  in  the  catalogue  that  1  thought  1  could 
afford,  so  I  went  for  it.  It  was  a  California 
gold  quarter  dollar,  round  shape.  What  a 
thrill  it  was  when  I  realized  that  mv  bid  was 


a  success!  After  claiming  it  and  paying  for  it 
1  stuck  it  in  mv  pocket  and  didn't  see  it  again 
until  that  night  at  home.  It  was  a  prooflike 
beauty.  My  first  ANA  auction.  I  was  on 
Cloud  Nine. 

"It  was  weeks  later  when  1  looked  at  it 
again  and  finally  realized  that  my  'quarter' 
was  a  half  dollar.  I  had  read  the  catalogue, 
but  had  forgotten  this.  It  appeared  as  Lot 
#2311.  It's  been  my  favorite  conversation 
piece  ever  since. 

"Mv  association  with  you  and  the  Bow- 
ers  and  Merena  crew  has  been  an  enjoyable 
one  for  many  years.  I  look  forward  to  (as 
they  say  here  down  South)  plenty  more." 
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United  States  Gold  Coins 


We  offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of  gold  coins 
from  dollars  through  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has 
been  carefully  selected  to  offer  a  combination  of  excel¬ 
lent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good  value 
for  the  price  we  ask. 

Gold  Dollars 


Our  fine  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  types:  Type  I,  Liberty 
Head  (1849-1854);  Type  II,  Small  Indian  Head  (1854- 
1856);  and  Type  III,  Large  Indian  Head  (1856-1889). 
We  offer  attractive  Mint  State  and  pleasing  circulated 
coins,  plus  many  better  dates  within  the  series. 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 
pale  olive  highlights.  A  pleasing  example  of  Type 
I  gold  dollar  coinage.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  ..  1,595 


1851  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous, 
with  strong  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,595 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  the  over¬ 
all  visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  connect¬ 
ing  many  of  the  obverse  stars . 1,595 

1853  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1853  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  or¬ 

ange-gold  highlights  on  both  sides.  An  affordable 
and  pleasing  example  of  the  type . 350 

1854  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  strong 

degree  of  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  date  of  the  design  type.  Fairly 
scarce  so  fine;  probably  at  least  several  dozen 
times  scarcer  than  the  year  before  it . 1,395 

1854  Type  I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  395 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  popular  variety.  A  lovely  coin 
that  will  look  just  right  in  a  type  set  of  gold.  1,350 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 895 

1855  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  orange-gold 
surfaces.  The  fields  are  lightly  reflective. ...  1,350 


1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  example  of 
the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  small  mintage  of  just 
55,000  pieces.  Scarce  in  AU  or  higher  grades.  2,395 
1855-0  EF-40  (ICG).  Quite  scarce,  yet  available  for 
only  . 695 


1856  Slanting  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  First  year  of 


the  Type  II  design . 1,850 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1857  AU-58  (PCGS) . 225 


1858  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  coin,  one  that  gives  the 
initial  appearance  of  a  Proof.  The  fields  are  reflec¬ 
tive  and  the  devices  are  frosty,  imparting  a  strong 
cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  Pale  rose  irides¬ 
cence  completes  the  enchanting  picture . 1,495 


Notable  AU  1859-S  Gold  $1 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre 
grace  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  branch  mint  rar¬ 
ity.  From  a  mintage  of  just  15,000  pieces,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  which  no  doubt  found  their  way  into 
commerce  in  San  Francisco  during  the  boom- 
town  days  of  that  city.  The  typical  grade  for  this 
date  is  VF  to  EF,  with  AU  specimens  rare,  and 


Mint  State  examples  even  more  rare . 2,195 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  .  1,150 

1862  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . . . 515 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA’S 

Calendar 

Our  Next  Two  Coin  Shows 

August  10-15, 1999 

ANA  Exposition 
Chicago,  IL 

August  10  -  PNG  Day  -  Invite  Only 
Please  call  us  for  your  personal  invitation. 

November  12-14, 1999 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Baltimore,  MD 


Famous  1870-S  Gold  $1  Rarity 


1870-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  coin  which  stands  high 
as  one  of  tire  nicest  we  have  ever  encountered  within 
the  MS-63  grade  category.  Semi-prooflike  fields  and 
cameo  devices.  The  final  San  Francisco  Mint  gold 
dollar,  a  well-known  classic  rarity.  The  mintage  fig¬ 
ure  is  usually  stated  as  3,000  coins,  but  there  is  the 
possibility  that  1,000  of  these  were  struck  from  a 
reverse  die  without  a  mintmark,  giving  it  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  Philadelphia  Mint  coin . 7,750 

Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  1871  Gold  $1 


1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prooflike  gem  pos¬ 
sessed  of  outstanding  aesthetic  and  physical  qual¬ 
ity.  Warm  golden  iridescence  adds  to  the  satiny 
motifs  and  reflective  fields.  A  scarce  Philadelphia 


1999  Auction  Schedule 

August  9, 1999 

The  Rarities  Sale 
Chicago,  IL 

August  29-31, 1999 

The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 
The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Collection 
New  York  City,  NY 

October  2-4, 1999 

The  Bass  Collection  -  Part  11 
New  York  City,  NY 

November  11-13, 1999 

Baltimore,  MD 
(with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 
Now  accepting  consignments! 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Mint  issue;  only  3,900  business  strikes  of  the  date 
were  struck . 4,995 

Rare  Mint  State  1872  Gold  $1 


1872  MS-63  (NGC).  Rich  gold  and  rose  toning  on  lus 

trous  surfaces.  From  a  modest  mintage  of  just 
3,500  business  strikes,  and  scarce  in  all  grades  as 
a  result.  A  lovely  coin  for  the  grade.  Opportunity 
knocks! . 2,550 

We  invite  you  to  become  acquainted  with  gold  dollars 
In  fact,  you  might  want  to  start  nine  reading  all  you  can.  In 
October  1999  and  in  the  \  ear  2000  we  will  be  offering  many 
wonderful  gold  dollars  (and  other  gold  coins)  from  the  I  larrv 
W.  Bass  Jr.  Collection,  and  with  some  knowledge  gained  in  the 
meantime,  vou'll  be  in  a  position  to  appreciate  the  offerings  as 
they  occur. 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 

tre  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  interesting  variety  with 
a  raised  vertical  die  line  on  Miss  Libertv's  neck.  A 
near-gem  gold  dollar  with  all  the  aesthetic  appeal 
of  a  higher  grade . 1,595 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong 
lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  Die  line  on  Liberty's 
neck.  Choice  for  the  grade . 1,250 


Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  lovely 
olive  highlights.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  of 


the  date,  and  fairly  scarce  as  such . 2,695 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 

lustre . 1,495 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near-gem 

with  pale  rose  toning . 1,495 

1874  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1874  AU-55 .  229 


1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  The  entic¬ 
ingly  low  mintage  has  made  this  date  a  perennial 
collectors'  favorite,  although  a  fair  number  have 
survived  in  hoards.  Always  in  demand.  This 
specimen  is  particularly  nice! . 1,650 


Important  1887  Gold  Dollar 


1887  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem  gold  dollar  from 

the  declining  decade  of  the  denomination.  1  lighlv 
lustrous  and  nearly  fully  prooflike,  with  lovely 
rose  and  orange  toning  on  both  sides . 2,795 

1888  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  1,495 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 


ample  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  dollar  series. 
Rich  rose  toning  accents  the  overall  quality.  A 
grand  combination  of  quality  and  value. ...  1,650 


1889  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,150 

1889  MS-62.  Brilliant.  .  795 


Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold) 

Quarter  eagles  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Com  Review 
include  a  nice  selection  of  "types"  as  well  as  scarce 


issues  and  high-grade  pieces. 

1837  EF-45  (NGC) . 

1843-0  Small  Date.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 350 


Mint  State  1847  $2.50 


1847  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  lustre  I  his 
scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  (29,814  pieces 
struck)  is  readily  available  in  VF  or  so,  but  is  a 
rarity  of  some  note  in  Mint  State.  We  don't  recall 
the  last  time  we  were  able  to  offer  an  Uncirculated 

example  of  the  date . 5,350 

Regarding  the  rarity  of  the  1847  quarter  eagle  in  Uncir¬ 
culated,  it  is  worth  noting  that  PCGS  has  certified  just  10 
examples  of  this  date  in  Mint  State,  the  highest  graded  being 


MS-63 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1853  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare,  but  attractive 

and  inexpensive . 349 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 


A  Mice  Note  from  Overseas 

The  following  is  from  R.C.,  a  client 
from  Portugal: 

"Dear  Gail: 

"As  a  member  of  ANA  I've  con¬ 
sulted  many  of  The  Numismatist's  ad¬ 
vertisers  looking  for  a  reliable  source 
for  quality  U.S.  coins.  1  must  say  that 
when  I  got  to  your  advertisement  and 
asked  for  your  publications,  your  staff 
was  incredibly  kind  by  immediately 
sending  me  The  Coin  Collector  and  Rare 
Coin  Review  issues.  By  the  time  I  re¬ 
ceived  my  first  order  I  dispensed  with 
all  the  other  companies  and  since  then 
1  haven't  regretted  it  a  bit. 

"I  know  I  can  rely  both  on  your  ex¬ 
perience  and  kind  and  prompt  service." 


Memorable  Mint  State  1860-S  $2.50 


1860-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful,  rare,  and 
quite  memorable  Mint  State  specimen  of  an  issue 
that,  when  seen,  is  usually  encountered  in  such 
grades  as  VF  and  EF.  There  were  no  quarter 
eagles  of  any  kind  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  potential  or 
other  sources  for  additional  specimens.  A  find  for 


the  specialist . 5,050 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 770 

1873  Open  3  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 315 

1879  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 595 


Low-Mintage  1881  Quarter  Eagle 


1881  AU-53(\GC>  Brilliant  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
one  of  the  foremost  key  issues  among  Liberty 
Head  quarter  eagles.  Only  691  coins  were  struck! 


Seldom  offered  in  any  grade . 5,495 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1889  AU-58  (NGC) . 308 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Fullv  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  appearance,  with 
modest  cameo  contrast  between  the  fields  and 
devices.  Sharply  struck  and  verv  appealing  over¬ 
all . 2,195 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Bnlliant  and  highly  lustrous. .  1,450 
1S9M  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant . 1,195 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  the 
final  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury  (or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century',  if  you 
are  not  mathematically  inclined).  Not  a  rarity, 
even  in  MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  showpiece 


for  a  first-class  tvpe  set . 2,450 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 
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1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces. ..  1,450 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  gold 
and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the  first 
year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  unique  incused  Indian 
Head  design;  the  design  motifs  are  sunken  into 
the  coin  rather  than  raised  above  the  surface,  as  in 
virtually  all  other  U.S.  coin  design  types.  ..  3,695 


1908  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 995 

1910  MS-62  (ICG).  Brilliant . 395 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1910  AU-58 .  269 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lively  olive 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Sharp  and  attractive,  and 


certainly  worthy  of  the  gem  designation.  ..  3,350 
1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1927  AU-58 .  255 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostlv 

brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 875 


it  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  true,  that  in  the  late  1920s 
quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  at  face  value  They  were 
obtainable  now  and  then  from  banks,  but  often  through  a 
friend  who  was  a  teller  or  cashier.  Reflective  of  the  scarcity'  of 
quarter  eagles  — although  they  were  still  being  minted  — in 
1933  when  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  called  in  gold 
coins,  quarter  eagles  were  exempted,  as  they  were  all  consid¬ 
ered  to  have  numismatic  value. 


1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 


1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  intense 
honey  gold  lustre  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  lovely, 
nearly  flawless  gem  that  is  worthy  of  the  assigned 
grade . 2,795 


1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  orange-gold  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  attractive  lustre . 1,595 

1911  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 355 

1911-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  A 
lustrous  example  of  the  rarest  quarter  eagle  issue 
of  this  century.  A  perennial  favorite . 1,850 

1911-S  MS-62  (PCGS) .  -  - 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1914  MS-62  ( NGC).  Brilliant .  1 ,225 

1914  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1914-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Fairly 

scarce  in  Mint  State . 425 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Lustrous  1925-D  $2.50 
Gem  Mint  State-65 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  hint  of  rose  iridescence  that  adds  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  overall  beauty  of  the  coin.  The  final 
branch  mint  issue  of  the  denomination  (1796- 


1929) .  3,650 

1925-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1925-0  AU-58 .  255 

1926  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 


Gem  Mint  State  1927  $2.50 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning  on 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  specimen 

of  the  date . 2,495 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  1,295 


Satiny  MS-65  1903  $2.50 


We  were  delighted  that  numismatist 
piar  excellence ,  John  Dannreuther,  a  great 
friend  of  our  company  and  all-around 
nice  guy,  paid  us  a  visit  recently.  He  is 
preparing  a  wonderful  new  book  on 
gold  dollars  and  took  an  especially  close 
look  at  some  of  the  coins  coming  up  in 
our  next  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection.  When  the  time  comes,  we'll 
bring  you  up  to  speed  on  how  to  acquire 
the  book,  as  we're  sure  it  will  be  a 
"must-have"  for  all  those  with  an  inter¬ 
est  in  this  area.  J.D.  is  a  brilliant  numis¬ 
matist  in  our  opinion  — and  we  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoy  his  working  with  our  firm. 


-  TO  ORDER  - 

CALL  TOLL-FREE:  1-800-222-5993 
FAX:  (603)  569-5319 

e-mail:  dirsales@bowersandmerena.com 
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1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  the  quar¬ 


ter  eagle . 795 

1929  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1929  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 


Three-Dollar  Gold 


All  $3  gold  coins  are  scarce  or  rare,  although  some 
are  scarcer  or  rarer  than  others.  In  this  issue  we  offer 
a  nice  selection  of  this  elusive  denomination,  com¬ 
mencing  with  multiple  examples  of  the  first  year  of 
issue,  1854. 

If  you  study  price  guides,  you  will  quickly  realize 
that  while  $3  coins  are  considered  rare  on  all  counts,  a 
collection  of,  perhaps,  90%  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks 
from  1854  to  1889  can  tv  purchased  for  less  than  $1,000 
per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If  this  piques  your 
fancy,  Gail  Watson  would  be  happy  to  set  you  up  on 
a  Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know  when  needed 
dates  and  mintmarks  come  to  hand. 


Attractive  Uncirculated  1854  $3 


1854  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  attractive  honev 
gold  lustre.  From  the  first  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS 
in  small  letters . 3,550 

The  issues  of  1855-1889  are  from  a  reverse  die  that 
differs  slightly  from  that  used  in  1854.  Chief  among  the  differ¬ 
ences  is  the  si/e  of  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  The 
1854-dated  pieces  all  have  that  word  in  small  letters,  while  the 
later  dates,  1855-1889,  all  display  DOLLARS  in  a  noticeably 
larger  size. 


Mint  State  1854  S3 


1854  MS-61  (NGC).  A  lovely,  sharp,  lustrous  coin.  All 
you  could  desire  at  the  MS-61  level.  Ideal  for  a 


type  set . 2,695 

1854  AU-58 .  1,295 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  re¬ 
main  on  pleasing  golden  surfaces . 1,295 


1855  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  warm 
honey  gold  toning  and  strong  lustre.  A  nice  coin 


for  the  grade,  and  a  good  value  overall . 2,350 

1855  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  >45 

1855- S  VF-20.  Free  of  all  but  a  few  tiny  marks,  and 
pleasing  for  the  grade  as  such.  A  low-mintage 
(6,000  pieces)  branch  mint  issue,  the  first  in  the 

series  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint . 1,095 

1866  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  reflective  fields 
and  frosty  devices.  Warm  orange  toning  graces 


A  Letter  from  W.C.C. 

"Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

"First,  please  allow  me  to  thank  you 
for  writing  two  of  my  favorite  books, 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  and 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  King  of  Coins. 
Needless  to  say  both  books  have  been 
devoured  with  pleasure  so,  enclosed  is 
my  order  for  more  'food  for  the  mind.' 

"Along  that  vein,  1  am  enclosing  an 
article  from  the  St.  Petersburg  Times  of 
July  24, 1997,  telling  of  a  treasure  found 
in  a  house.  It  is  truly  amazing  what 
people  lose  track  of.  Would  have  been 
even  more  interesting  if  the  hoard  had 
been  18th-century  gold,  but  maybe  in 
the  next  old  house... 

"I  began  collecting  coins  at  five 
years  old  when  my  father  gave  me  a 
1893  $5  Liberty  that  he  purchased  from 
a  vest  pocket  dealer  in  Lvnn,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  My  older  sister  recalls  that 
my  dad  got  slightly  upset  when  I  left 
that  coin  on  the  counter  of  the  variety 
store  which  he  owned  (yes,  43  years 
later  1  still  have  that  coin).  Mv  father 
never  bought  another  coin  for  me,  but 
did  allow  me  to  go  through  the  change 
received  in  that  store  and  in  a  slightlv 
later-owned  general  store  in  North 
Rochester,  New  1  lampshire. 

"What  fun  it  was  filling  those 
Whitman  folders!  Later  (in  the  mid- 
60s)  I  would  take  mv  paycheck  to  the 
bank  every  Friday  and  cash  it  for  silver 
dollars,  still  attempting  to  'fill  the 

holes.' 

"In  anv  event,  I  look  forward  to  re¬ 
ceiving  the  latest  books  I  have  ordered 
and  to  bidding  with  enthusiasm  in 
your  upcoming  auction  sale.  Will  I  be 
enthusiastic  enough  with  my  bids? 
Guess  I'll  have  to  wait  and  see!" 

-W.C.W. 


both  sides.  A  rarity  by  any  standard,  yet  available 
for  only . 1,595 


Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satinv  with  strong 
lustre  and  a  whisper  of  pale  rose  toning  on  both 
sides  A  lovely  representative  example  of  the  date 


and  design  type . 3,795 

1878  MS-40  Brilliant . 1,795 

1878  AU-58  i  \( ,(  1  Brilliant .  1,150 


Half  Eagles 

f  lalf  eagles  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Com  Reinew 
will  surely  please  every  one,  for  they  range  from  early 
dates  to  late,  from  high  grades  to  low  grades,  and 
from  expensive  ranties  to  inexpensive  "tvpe"  coins. 
Along  the  way  are  many  interesting  new  purchases. 

Popular  1803/2  Overdate  S5 


1803/2  Breen-2d.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing 
yellow  gold  Lustrous  reflective  surfaces  offer  the 
visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Free  of  all  but  a 
few  trivial  marks  Nicelv  struck,  particularlv  at 
the  reverse  center,  where  the  eagle  shows  strong 
feather  details.  Overdate  plainly  evident  under 
low  magnification.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the  assigned 
grade,  and  a  good  value  as  such . 6,995 


Lustrous  1803/2  Half  Eagle 


180.3/2  B-lb.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  of  a 
popular  overdate-onlv  issue;  all  1803  half  eagles 
are  overdates.  Attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
Few  marks  of  any  note  are  present,  none  of  which 
can  be  seen  without  magnification.  The  fields  are 
somewhat  prooflike,  which  adds  to  the  overall 
appeal  of  the  coin.  A  very  outstanding  example  of 
an  AU-55  coin . 4,195 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Question  &  Answer  Forum 


Q,  I  happened  to  be  looking 
•  through  some  old  auction 
catalogues  and  came  across  an  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  Washington 
Success  token  at  the  end  of  Lot 
53  of  your  Pennsylvania 
Cabinet  auction  catalogue, 

November  13-15,  1997.  In 
this  description  you  ex¬ 
press  an  opinion  that  the 
token  is  of  19th-century  ori¬ 
gin  and  shares  characteristics 
with  the  so-called  "spielmarke. 

Recently  I  can  across  some  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Internet  which  concerns  this 
piece.  It  is  seen  that  recent  comments 
such  as  David  Alexander  (1990)  and  the 
current  editions  of  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S. 
Coins  have  agreed  with  the  19th-century 
origin  of  the  piece.  However,  in  1995 
George  Fuld  in  his  article  on  Washington 
coinage,  followed  Breen's  acceptance  of 
the  18th-century  origin  of  the  token  but 
stated  the  location  of  the  mint  was  un¬ 
clear,  without  mentioning  the  spielmarke 
theory.  Other  opinions  have  gone  one 
way  or  the  other... 

You  also  mention  that  a  list  of  con¬ 
temporary  Washington  pieces  is  planned 
to  be  reprinted  in  an  upcoming  edition  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review.  Has  it  been  pub¬ 
lished?  If  so,  could  you  send  me  a  copy? 

I  think  that  this  is  a  fascinating  se¬ 
ries  and  warrants  your  attention  as  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  author.  Have  you  any  plans  to 
write  such  a  book  (perhaps  part  of  a 
larger  book  on  colonial  coins)?  If  not,  I 
may  eventually  get  around  to  it!  I  am  an 
avid  Washington  colonial  coin  collector 
and  have  put  together  a  fairly  extensive 
set  of  high-grade  (Condition  Census) 
Washington  coins  over  the  last  13  years. 
My  collection  contains  a  number  of 
unique  pieces.  —  j.R. 


The  general  "feel"  of 
the  piece  is  that  of  a 
later  issue,  not  by  any 
means  late  19th  century,  but 
possibly  not  18th  century  ei¬ 
ther.  Probably  the  most  con¬ 
clusive  answer  will  be  obtained 
when  the  individual  die  punches  on 
the  Success  token  are  analyzed  and 
tied  in  with  some  other  items  of 
known  date,  such  as  British  Conder 
tokens  (if  the  Success  tokens  were  made 
in  England  circa  1793,  for  Washington's 
second  inauguration,  as  has  been  sug¬ 
gested)  or  some  early  American  pieces. 
W.E.  Woodward  stated  that  the  dies  were 
cut  by  Jacob  Perkins  of  Newburyport, 
MA.  Unfortunately,  while  United  States 
trade  and  store  cards  abound  after  about 
1830,  as  you  probably  know  they  are  rela¬ 
tively  few  and  far  between  in  the  period 
1790-1830.  As  time  permits  I  have  been 
studying  some  of  the  die  sinkers  during 
that  era  such  as  Richard  Trested,  Jacob 
Perkins,  Paul  Revere,  C.C.  Wright,  and 
others.  Despite  a  lot  of  information  con¬ 
tributed  in  the  past  by  Messrs.  Bushnell, 
Low,  Fuld,  Rulau,  et  al,  there  are  still 
many  unanswered  questions.  Sometimes  1 
have  pondered  that  if  one  tenth  of  the  ef¬ 
fort  that  has  been  spent  in  studying  die 
characteristics  of  early  copper  cents  were 
to  be  spent  on  studying  Washingtonia  and 
early  American  tokens,  many  fantastic 
discoveries  would  be  made. 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


Returning  to  the  Success  token,  re¬ 
cently  I  was  visiting  the  Portsmouth  (New 
Hampshire)  Athenaeum,  founded  in  1817, 
where  I  and  two  other  Bowers  and  Merena 
staffers  were  doing  research  for  my  new 
book,  A  Romantic  Adventure:  Edmund  Rob¬ 
erts  and  the  Famous  Silver  Dollars  Dated 
1804.  Intrigued  by  some  early  notices  that 
the  Athenaeum  had  a  coin  collection,  1 
asked  if  1  could  see  the  specimens.  1  was 
informed  that  these  had  been  sold  or 
traded  years  ago,  but  that  a  descriptive 
catalogue  remained.  Upon  examination, 
the  latter  proved  to  be  a  booklet  of  pencil 
rubbings  of  coins,  made  circa  1830.  The 
only  American  issue  in  the  entire  booklet 
was  a  large-diameter  Success  token  in 
what  seemed  to  be  remarkably  fine  preser¬ 
vation.  Thus,  here  is  evidence  of  the  Suc¬ 
cess  token  being  in  existence  as  of  circa 
1830. 

Regarding  our  catalogue  of  Washing¬ 
ton  pieces,  about  two  years  ago  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  purchased  intact  the 
Dr.  Irving  Schuster  Collection  of  Washing¬ 
ton  tokens,  about  3,000  or  so  pieces,  with 
emphasis  on  19th-century  issues.  Many  of 
these  represent  the  first  rank  of  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.'s  personal  collection  and  that  of 
F.C.C.  Boyd  (certain  duplicates  were  later 
sold  by  John  Ford  to  Jack  Collins,  who  put 
out  a  very  beautiful  catalogue  of  these,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  items  Collins  had  gath¬ 
ered  over  the  years). 

Good  intentions  notwithstanding, 
we  have  not  had  a  chance  to  do  much  at 
all  with  the  Washington  Collection,  but 
probably  will  offer  it  in  a  series  of  auc¬ 
tions  sometime  in  the  future.  While  this 
is  a  great  deal  of  fun  for  me,  the  eco¬ 
nomic  aspects  do  not  translate  to  the 
"bottom  line"  and  of  necessity  some  of 
our  regular  sales  and  business  must 
come  first.  However,  in  time  it  will  be 
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Question  and  Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


done,  and  1  look  forward  to  the  occasion. 

I  have  been  spending  some  time 
working  with  Civil  War  tokens  and  have 
discovered  much  new  (to  me)  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  die  sinkers,  interrela¬ 
tionships,  etc.  A  number  of  "facts"  in 
standard  literature  have  proved  to  be 
less  than  factual.  All  of  this  is  a  great 
deal  of  fun. 

1  have  no  plans  to  write  a  book  on 
Washington  tokens  and  medals,  although  1 
believe  the  subject  could  be  reviewed  in  a 
new  light  (other  than  the  divisions  set  up 
by  Baker)  and  a  fine  text  could  be  written. 
Especially  interesting  would  be  to  include 
numismatic  information  as  to  the  people 
who  made  the  dies,  how  they  were  distrib¬ 
uted,  etc.  Further  concerning  Washington 
pieces,  the  latest  updating  of  the  Fuld- 
Rulau  book  was  released  earlv  this  year,  as 
you  know.  In  particular,  1  like  the  idea  used 
by  George  j.  Fuld  and  adopted  elsewhere 
for  Civil  War  token  listings,  in  which  a  suffix 
indicates  the  metal  in  which  a  token  was 
struck.  Each  metal  is  assigned  a  letter,  the 
letters  being  lowercase  as  follows  a  (copper 
or  bronze),  b  (brass),  c  (nickel,  very  rare  — 
most  pieces  called  "nickel"  earlier  are  actu¬ 
ally  German  silver),  d  (copper-nickel),  e 
(white  metal),  /  (silver),  g  (lead),  h  (hard 
rubber  or  composition),  i  (zinc,  also  a  very 
rare  metal),;  (German  silver),  k  (gold),  and 
m  (tin).  Presumably  the  lowercase  /  is  not 
used,  as  it  could  be  confused  with  the 
numeral  1. 

I  believe  that  a  system  of  Washington 
medals  using  something  similar  would  be 
far  better  than  what  has  been  used  in  re¬ 
cent  times  (the  addition  of  capital  letters 
A,  B,  C,  and  so  on  to  Baker  numbers).  As 
the  methodology  stands  now,  if  there  are 
two  different  metals  known  of  hypotheti¬ 
cal  Baker  500,  one  being  copper  and  the 
other  being  gold,  then  the  copper  is  called 
500A  and  the  gold  is  called  500B.  How¬ 
ever,  if  a  brass  piece  is  later  discovered, 
then  it  has  to  be  given  a  C  or  L)  or  some 
other  letter  out  of  alphabetical  order.  Fur¬ 
ther,  one  has  no  clue  in  simply  looking  at 
a  number  as  to  what  metal  it  is  struck  in. 
In  my  opinion,  by  using  the  lower  case 
letters  that  have  already  proved  to  be  suc¬ 
cessful  with  Civil  War  tokens,  and  the 
simple  notation  PE  (plain  edge)  or  RE 


(reeded  edge)  descriptions  could  be  more 
concise  and  universally  understood. 

It  sounds  as  though  your  Washington 
collection  is  superb,  and  it  would  be  inter¬ 
esting  to  learn  more  about  it. 

T  T  T 

Q,  I  was  pleased  to  receive  your 
•  March/April  Rare  Coin  Review. 
Your  "catalogues"  seem  more  like  his¬ 
tory  books  than  offerings  to  sell  coins. 
Apparently  my  recent  order  for  your 
new  book.  The 
Treasure  Ship 
Rrother  Jonthan, 
and  auction  cata¬ 
logue,  prompted 
my  receiving  the 
Review.  Anyway, 

1  enjoyed  it,  and 
1  immediately 
sent  in  a  sub¬ 
scription  order  to  include  all  your  publi¬ 
cations. 

While  reading  the  Review,  I  noted 
with  interest  the  article,  "Unusual  Money 
in  Arizona,"  on  page  82.  My  collecting  in¬ 
terests  include  Spanish  colonial  coins  and 
the  coinage  circulating  in  the  19th-century 
United  States.  It  had  been  my  understand¬ 
ing  that  all  foreign  coinage  was  finally  de¬ 
monetized,  after  a  few  attempts,  in  1857. 

Two  of  the  checks  shown  on  page  82 
are  dated  1881  and  indicate  that  payment 
is  to  be  made  in  Mexican  silver.  How 
was  that  occurring?  Indifference  to  the 
federal  law  by  the  banks  and  people  of 


the  Southwest? 

Thanks  for  any  information  you  can 
provide.  I  look  forward  to  receiving  your 
publications.  — S.  A. M. 

A,  You  are  correct  in  that  the  Act  of 
•  February  21,  1857,  provided  that 
foreign  coins  (such  as  Spanish-American 
silver  coins)  that  had  been  legal  tender  in 
America,  would  be  demonetized.  The 
deadline  was  two  years  after  the  act, 
which,  later,  was  extended  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  six  months. 

Regardless,  in  the  American  West, 
Mexican  and  other  foreign  silver  coins 
circulated  for  a  long  time  thereafter.  In 
the  same  manner  that  paper  notes  and 
tokens  issued  by  private  individuals 
and  merchants  circulated,  Spanish- 
American  silver  issues  remained  a  foun¬ 
dation  of  commerce  so  long  as  mer¬ 
chants  would  receive  them.  1  am  not 
sure  when  such  pieces  were  last  seen  in 
circulation  in  significant  quantities,  and 
I  would  guess  the  time  is  somewhere  be¬ 
tween  18&i^ud  1890.  Such  coins  were 
not  officially  legal,  but  so  long  as  buyer 
and  seller  agreed  that  a  Mexican  dollar 
was  worth  a  dollar,  everyone  was  satis¬ 
fied.  Banks  did  likewise,  particularly,  in 
Arizona  and  Nevada. 

Bv  the  time  vou  read  these  words  you 
should  have  received  vour  book.  The  Trea¬ 
sure  Ship  Rrother  Jonathan.  I  hope  you  enjoy 
the  fairly  extensive  discussion  of  West 
Coast  monev  and  coinage  therein. 


More  Sandusky  (Ohio)  Nezvs 


The  following  letter  is  from  Brian 
Bonier: 

"In  issue  #78  of  The  Coin  Collector,  a 
reader  mentioned  the  change  collection 
procedure  at  Cedar  Point  Amusement 
Park  in  Sandusky,  OH. 

"There  is  another  interesting  connec¬ 
tion  between  Cedar  Point  and  numis¬ 
matics.  In  1982  the  amusement  park 
was  the  hotbed  of  activity/ finds  of  the 
1982  no  mintmark  Roosevelt  dime.  It 
seems  that  the  Citizens  Bank  in  town, 
which  services  the  park,  was  the  lucky 


recipient  of  the  Mint's  miscue.  Toward 
summer's  end,  as  the  facts  were  coming 
together,  the  area  was  descended  upon 
bv  dealers  looking  for  the  'mother  lode.' 
It  was  found. 

"This  is  not  a  big  deal,  but  it  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  connection  nonetheless...  In 
closing  1  would  like  to  let  you  know  that 
I  look  forward  to  receiving  each  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collec¬ 
tor.  I  consider  them  to  be  both  fun  and 
educational  at  the  same  time.  Thank 
you  for  publishing  them." 


76 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 - 

Much  of  the  mintage  of  this  date  is  believed  to  have 
been  coined  in  1804,  in  effect  giving  us  a  die  dated  1802,  later 
over-dated  1803,  and  used  in  1804. 

Mint  State  1823  $5  Rarity 


1823  B-la.  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Mint  State  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  coin,  a  date  of  which  we  have 
an  example  only  every  few  years  or  so,  as  this 
variety  usually  is  seen  only  when  great  collections 
come  to  market.  The  present  example  is  nicely 
struck,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  If  you've  been 
waiting  for  a  very  nice  example,  your  search  ends 


here . 18,500 

1837  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,225 

1837  Breen-6512.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 450 


1839  AU-55  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  or 

Coronet  type  by  Christian  Gobrecht.  A  gorgeous 
AU  coin . 2,100 

1840  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  year  of  the  design  type. 
Early  Coronet  gold  is  experiencing  a  resurgence  in 
popularity.  We  are  delighted  to  offer  this  example 


for  your  numismatic  consideration .  1,495 

1840  EF-45  (PCGS) . 595 

1844  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 .  995 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,050 

1850  EF-40 .  695 

1851  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425 


Choice  Uncirculated  1853  $5 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  orange-gold  specimen 
with  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Struck  from  a  shat¬ 
tered  obverse  die,  with  a  network  of  cracks  con¬ 
necting  the  date  and  the  stars  on  the  left  of  the  coin, 
a  feature  that  lends  considerable  interest. ..  12,500 

1853  AU-50  (PCGS) . 359 

1856-S  Breen-6626,  Medium  S.  AU-50  (NGC). 
Plenty  of  lustre  and  rich  orange  toning  make  for 
an  attractive  coin  overall.  Much  rarer  than  its 


moderately  sizable  mintage  (105,100  pieces)  in¬ 
dicates.  Seldom  offered  above  EF,  and  important 


as  such . 1,395 

1858  EF-45  (NGC) . 565 

1868-S  EF-45 . 1,750 

1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (NGC) . 595 

1873  Open  3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 345 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 569 


Important  1873-S  Half  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity  Coin 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  toning  and 
strong  lustre  make  for  a  visually  appealing  treat. 
Factor  in  the  rarity  of  the  date  (just  31,000  pieces 
were  struck)  in  grades  above  EF,  and  "winner" 
comes  instantly  to  mind  where  this  specimen  is 
concerned.  A  great  opportunity . 4,695 

1876-CC  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


1876-CC  EF-40  (NGC).  Warm  orange-gold  toning  on 
lightly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prized  rarity  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint;  only  6,887  examples  of  the  date 
were  coined,  the  lowest  mintage  figure  for  any  half 
eagle  from  that  facility.  Nearly  always  seen  at  VF 
or  lower,  with  EF  and  finer  specimens  (such  as  this) 
of  high  importance  to  half  eagle  specialists.  4,950 
1879  AU-50 .  275 

Choice  Mint  State  1880  $5 


1880  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  prooflike  half  eagle  of 

near-gem  quality.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange 
toning.  Appealing  in  all  respects . 3,195 

1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate . 1,095 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 815 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1881- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . ^ 

1881  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1882- CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 845 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


Lustrous  1883-CC  Rarity 


1883-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  Carson  City  eagle . 3,150 


Choice  Mint  State  1884  $5 


1884  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 3,650 


1884-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 


1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive.  950 


1887  $5  Classic  Rarity 
Famous  Proof-Only  Issue 


1887  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Rich  orange-gold  highlights 
grace  the  reflective  fields  and  frosted  design  mo¬ 
tifs.  Just  87  Proofs  of  this  date  were  struck,  with  no 
attendant  business  strikes.  Whenever  Liberty 
Head  $5  gold  coins  are  discussed  among  special¬ 
ists,  the  1887  is  mentioned  if  rarities  come  to  the 


fore.  An  American  classic . 19,950 

1888-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1890- CC  AU-58  (PCGS) . 850 

1891- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  and 

lustrous  coin . 1,750 

1891-CC  AU-58  (NGC) . 595 


Brilliant  1892-CC  $5 


1892-CC  Breen-6750.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a  blush  of  pale 
olive  toning.  Second  C  in  the  mintmark  plainly 
repunched;  Breen  called  this  variety  "Very  rare." 
An  appealing  coin  overall,  with  the  added  attrac¬ 


tion  of  being  a  "better"  variety . 3,095 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . .  8 
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1893-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A  pretty  coin  with  warm  or¬ 
ange-gold  toning  highlights.  Moderately  reflec¬ 


tive  fields  and  frosted  design  motifs  form  a 
pleasing  cameo  appearance.  Choice  for  the 

grade . 875 

1893- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  499 

1894- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1895  MS-63  (PCX  IS).  Brilliant . 

1895  MS-63  (NGC  )  Brilliant . 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 

1898  MS-63  (NGC  )  Brilliant 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satinv  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality.  I  his  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 
is  all  about! . 6,500 

1899  MS-63  (NGC )  Brilliant 

1899  MS-63  lliant 

1899  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant 

1900  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  I  hanks  to  today  s  mar¬ 

ket  levels,  a  choice  Mint  State  coin  such  as  this  can 
be  yours  for  only . 819 

1901- S  MS-63  (NC  X ').  Brilliant  and  lustrous  s!11 

1902- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  sat¬ 


iny  orange-gold  surfaces.  Exceptionally  nice 
within  the  grade,  a  "gem"  if  you  will.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  a  finer  looking  MS-64  Liberty  half 


eagle  of  any  date . 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 2,350 

. 850 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 875 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

. 875 

1904-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  scarce  and  quite 

unappre- 

ciated  as  such . 695 


Our  attention  was  first  called  to  the  rarity  of  the  1404- 
S  by  an  expanded  description  in  one  of  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Co.  sales  of  the  1950s.  At  the  time  your  then-teenaged  editor 
devoured  every  word  that  New  Netherlands  published,  and 
regretted  that  their  catalogues  were  so  infrequently  issued 
Just  about  everyone  thought  1904-S  was  a  common  date,  and 
without  checking  we  recall  that  it  listed  for  little  if  any  more 
than  a  common  date  in  the  Guide  Book  Our  interest  piqued,  we 
thought  for  sure  we  could  quickly  buy  a  handful  of  1904-S  $5 
coins,  including  Mint  State  pieces,  but  after  some  effort  we 
could  not  track  down  a  single  coin  in  any  grade! 


1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1905-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 559 


1906  MS-63  (NGC) . 915 

1906-1)  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 
satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 1,995 

1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1 906- S  AU-58  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 259 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCG  Bi 

1908  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 375 

1908  Liberty.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

An  anachronistic  design  by  1908,  as  in  other  series 


($2.50,  $10,  and  $20)  the  Liberty  1  lead  motif  was  discontinued 
in  1907. 

Exceptional  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC)  f  irst  year  of  issue  of  the 
Indian  1  lead  design  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  A  satiny, 
beautiful  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please!  ...  3,950 


1909-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  Half 
eagles  of  this  date  and  mint  are  plentiful  in  cir¬ 
culated  grades  but  emerge  as  scarcities  in  Mint 


State . 2,350 

1910- S  VU-58  N<  K  ,  Brilliant  725 

191  l-D  AU-55  (PCGS) 

1911- D  EF-45  int 


Gorgeous  1913  Indian  S3 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satinv  matte-like  surfaces  dis¬ 

play  strong  mint  lustre  and  attractive  olive  toning 
highlights.  Here  is  a  grand  opportunity  for  the 
type  collector  and  half  eagle  specialist  alike.  Dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  so  fine,  as  are  nearly  all  dates  in  the 
series . 5,395 

More  so  than  anv  other  20th-centurv  gold  design  tvpe, 
designer  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  incused  Indian  Head  half  eagles 
(and  quarter  eagles)  are  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  grades 
above  MS-63. 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine . 1,850 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearlv  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 


Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  Half  Eagle 


191 4-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,195 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1*850 


$10  Gold  Eagles  _ 

The  vast  majority  of  the  S10  coins  in  the  following 
listings  are  new  purchases,  offered  here  for  the  first 
time.  The  selection  includes  manv  attractive  "type" 
issues  as  well  as  a  few  scarce  pieces.  Nearly  all  are 
one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

1845-0  EF-40  (ICC).  Brilliant . 770 

1847  EF-45  (NGC) . 425 

.1,150 

1849  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1850  Small  Date.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  fair 

amount  of  lustre  remaining . 1,395 

The  date  numerals  on  this  rare  variety  were  punched 
with  the  devices  intended  for  half  eagles  of  the  same  date 

1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  early  Liberty  Head  eagle . 1,195 


Notable  1853-S  S10 


1855-S  EF-lfl  Warm  honey  gold  surfaces  displav  a 
grand  amount  of  lustre  for  the  grade.  Rare,  just  9,000 
examples  of  the  date  were  struck.  Very  rare  at  EF, 
above  that  grade  the  phrase  prohibitively  rare  pops  to 
mind.  A  splendid  opportunity  and  a  great  value  for 
the  advanced  eagle  specialist  (or,  to  the  beginner  in 
the  series— why  not  start  your  collection  with  an 
important  rarity  that  is  also  a  great  value?). ..  2,195 


1860  EF-40  (ICG) . 775 

1880- S  MS-62  (NGC) . 1,125 

1881  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1881- CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 


1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 
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1881-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 750 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Today  you  can  get  a  "lot 

of  coin  for  the  money"  among  Liberty  Head 
eagles  of  the  late  19th  century . 975 

1883  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 690 

1883  MS-61  (NGC) . 499 

1884  MS-61  (NGC) . 819 

1884- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 690 

1885- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,315 

1886  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


J.M.  Writes 

"Dear  friends  at  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena: 

"Since  I  was  mailing  my  renewal 
subscription  I  thought  I  would  include 
some  information  about  myself.  I  am  a 
Life  Member  of  the  Society  of  Paper 
Money  Collectors,  a  member  of  the 
Paper  Money  Collectors  of  Michigan, 
and  a  member  of  the  Numismatic  Bib¬ 
liomania  Society!  ■ 

"Besides  your  wonderful  cata¬ 
logues  and  Rare  Coin  Reviews,  I  sub¬ 
scribe  to  Coin  World,  Numismatic  News, 
and  Canadian  Coin  News.  My  main  cur¬ 
rent  interests  include  numismatic  lit¬ 
erature  (approximately  5,700  volumes), 
Canadian  coins  and  currency,  and 
small-size  United  States  currency  by 
block. 

"My  numismatic  library  includes 
almost  every  fixed  price  list  you 
have  published  since  the  1950s,  ex¬ 
cluding  the  rare  first  two  issues,  and 
almost  every  auction  catalogue  since 
the  Armand  Champa  sale  (with 
original  Prices  Realized  Lists  for  the 
majority).  In  addition,  I  have  most  of 
the  books  that  you  have  written,  in¬ 
cluding  most  of  the  different  edi¬ 
tions. 

"One  of  my  proudest  small-size 
notes  is  my  Friedberg  #1601,  a  1928A 
$1  Silver  Certificate  D  — A  block  dis¬ 
covery  note.  According  to  Mr. 
Schwartz,  Mr.  Charles  O'Donnell  had 
always  believed  this  block  existed. 
Unfortunately,  I  obtained  the  note 
months  after  he  died. 

"As  you  can  see,  I  really  enjoy  col¬ 
lecting!" 


1886-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  $10 


1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  a 
hint  of  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides . 2,995 

1887- S  MS-60 .  495 

1888- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 475 

1889- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1891  MS-62  (NGC) . 625 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  and  mod¬ 

erately  prooflike  with  attractive  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 1,625 

1892  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 539 

1892- CC  AU-55  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 875 

1893- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1894  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 975 

1894  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1894- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1895  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1896- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  rela¬ 
tively  high  grade . 1,025 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS) . 875 

1897  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 519 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 815 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,125 

1898  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 569 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 925 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1900  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 875 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1900- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 

attractive  olive  iridescence . 1,365 

1901  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1901- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 845 

1902  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 625 

1902- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1902- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 539 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 995 

1903- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 995 

1904- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 995 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,075 

1906- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 915 

1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1906-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1906- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1907- S  Liberty.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 


1907  Indian  Head.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. 

First  year  of  the  new  design  by  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens . 2,350 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,075 

1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1910-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 665 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1911  MS-61  (NGC) . 615 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Superb  cartwheel  lustre  on  bril¬ 

liant  satiny  surfaces.  Especially  choice  for  the 
grade . 1,295 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1913  VF-25  (PCGS) . 385 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  A  satiny  swirl 

of  pale  sky  blue  mingles  with  flashy  golden  or¬ 
ange  toning.  A  beauty  for  the  grade! . 1,595 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,895 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre.  A  satiny  Indian  eagle  with  the  overall  ap¬ 
peal  of  a  higher  grade . 1,995 


1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  attractive 
rose  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  visually 


appealing  near-gem  eagle . 2,095 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


Gold  Coins  from 
Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold 
coins  you  have  come  to  the  right  place. 
We  would  be  delighted  to  help  you 
with  your  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 
tion.  Check  this  listing  which  includes 
our  latest  acquisitions.  If  you  don't  see 
what  you  need,  then  give  Gail  Watson 
your  "want  list."  We'll  keep  you 
posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 

You  might  also  be  interested  in  our 
Double  Eagle  Club!  See  our  ad  on  page 
81. 
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$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

Welcome  to  a  beautiful  selection  of  $20  gold 
double  eagles,  most  of  which  have  just  been  pur¬ 
chased  and  are  listed  here  for  the  first  time. 

The  public  fascination  for  $20  pieces  continues  in 
view  of  generally  low  prices  for  gold  bullion,  and 
these  have  been  great  sellers  here  at  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  Galleries.  More  than  just  a  few  people  are 
endeavoring  to  put  together  date  runs  or  sequences  of 
these  pieces,  often  selecting  grades  such  as  MS-60 
through  MS-64  as  being  an  ideal  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  quality  and  low  price. 

1866-S  With  Motto.  EF-45  (NCC).  first  year  vv  ith  l\ 
GOD  WE  TRUST . . . 750 


1867  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1869-S  AU-50  (ICG) . 1,085 

1869- S  EF-45  (NCC).  Brilliant . 785 

1870- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1375 

1871- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,525 

1872- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,190 

1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1873- S  Open  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,325 

1874  AU-50 .  850 

1874-  S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1874-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  . 

1874- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1875  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,250 

1875- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  785 

1875- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant .  565 

1876- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1876-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1877  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 949 

1877  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  925 

1878-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 895 

1878- S  AU-50 .  625 


1879  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .1,150 
1879  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 855 


Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference  books.  The  same 
30-day  guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get 
with  coins  applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


1879- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1880- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,190 


Rare  1881  Double  Eagle 


1881  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  tine  of  the 
key  issues  among  Liberty  1  lead  double  eagles,  an 
issue  which  is  seldom  seen  in  business  strike  for¬ 
mat . 13,500 


1881- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1882- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,700 

1883- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1885-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1885-S  AU-58.  Lustrous . 795 

1888  MS-60.  Brilliant . 665 

1888- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  700 

1889- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant 

issm-s  Ms-wii\t,t  )  Brilliant  .  795 

1890- S  MS-61  (\( ,C  ,  Brilliant .  819 

1891- S  MS-62  Brilliant  . 

1 891  -S  MS-b2i\(  ,1  )  Brilliant 

1892- s  MS-ti2  i  \l  a  )  Brilliant  8  S 

1892-S  MS-61  (PCt  .S)  Highly  lustrous  with  prooflike 

fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse  (which  is  con¬ 
siderably  finer  than  the  assigned  grade) 77 5 

1892-S  MW8(P< X 5)  Brilliant .  765 

1893  MS-62,  V  a  )  Brilliant .  875 

1 893"S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  735 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1894  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 700 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1895  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 740 

1895- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1896  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 740 

1896- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 819 

1897  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 795 

1897- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1897- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1898  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1898  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1898- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,550 


1898-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1898-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  "flashy"  piece . 850 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . 850 

1898-S  MS-61  (ICG).  Brilliant . 715 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,375 


Memorable  Quality  1899-S  $20 


1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 5,250 

1899-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1899- S  AU-58  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 695 

1900  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 819 

1900- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1901  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1901- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1902- 5  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 715 

1903  MS-64  ,PCGSi  Highh  lustrous  with  warm  olive 

toning . . . 1,895 

1903  VIS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1903- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,575 

1904- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1905  AU-53  (NGC)  Brilliant . 815 

1905- S MS-61  NK  Q  Brilliant . 725 

1906  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 819 

1906- 0  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant  First  issue  of  the 

newiv-opened  Denver  Mint . 795 


The  Bowers  ami  Merena 
Comparison  Test 

After  you  receive  your  coins  from 
us,  compare  their  quality  and  value 
with  coins  from  any  other  source.  (You 
must  examine  the  coins  in  person;  a 
comparison  of  advertised  prices  with¬ 
out  seeing  the  quality  is  absolutely 
meaningless.)  If  you  don't  agree  that 
the  coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal 
to  or  better  than  those  from  any  other 
source,  just  return  them  within  30  days 
(seven  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an 
instant  refund. 

Simplified,  the  famous  Bowers  and 
Merena  Comparison  Test  can  be  stated 
this  way:  Try  us,  and  you  will  like  us! 
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Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and  for 
good  reason;  they  are  at  once  beautiful, 
impressive,  and  valuable.  And,  gold  has 
guided  the  financial  course  of  civilization 
for  many  centuries. 

The  good  news  is  that  within  the 
American  series,  beautiful  $20  pieces 
designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaud- 
ens,  and  minted  from  1907  through 
1933,  include  many  very  affordable 
coins.  In  fact,  as  the  list  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  this  page  indicates,  there  are 
32  different  varieties  that  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  less  than  $1 ,000  in  Mint 
State,  some  for  much  less  (tentative 
listing  based  upon  today's  market 
valuations). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection 
of  affordable  dates  and  mintmarks. 
Each  coin  is  a  beautiful,  lustrous  Mint 
State  example  certified  by  PCGS  or 
NGC.  What  a  gorgeous,  impressive 
collection  this  will  make! 


each  coin  comes  to  you  with  a  special 
4%  member’s  discount. 

Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue, 
credit  card  in  hand,  send  us  a  fax  with 
your  credit  card  information,  or  mail  us  a 
note  with  your  personal  check.  We’ll  take  it 
from  there. 


Here  is  all  you  do: 

Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to 
spend  each  month  on  your  collection. 
For  jusf  $500  (the  minimum  we  rec¬ 
ommend),  we  can  complete  your  col¬ 
lection  with  pieces  ranging  in  grade 
from  MS-60  to  MS-63  (higher 
grades  available  upon  request). 
Month  by  month,  your  golden  collec¬ 
tion  will  grow  before  your  eyes! 
There  is  no  obligation  to  continue, 
and  you  can  end  your  participation  at 
any  time,  simply  by  letting  us  know 
and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each 
coin  comes  with  a  30-day  money- 
back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  And 


A  cast  of  “Victory  ”  as  seen  on  the  Sherman 
Monument,  Central  Park,  New  York  City. 
Saint-Gaudens  used  this  figure  as  a  model 
for  the  double  eagle. 


Saint-Gaudens 

1909-S 

1915 

Double  Eagles 

1910 

191 5-S 

priced  at  less 

1910-D 

1910-S 

1916-S 

1920 

than  $1,000 

1911 

1922 

in  Mint  State! 

191 1-D 

191 1-S 

1922-S 

1923 

1 907  Arabic  numerals 

1912 

1923-D 

1908  No  Motto 

1913 

1924 

1908-D  No  Motto 

1913-D 

1925 

1908  With  Motto 

1914 

1926 

1908-D  With  Motto 

1914-D 

1927 

1909 

1914-S 

1928 

Special  Introductory 
Price  on  Your  First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63 
double  eagles  (dates  of  our  choice)  at 
our  special  introductory  price  of  just 
$665  (list  price  $695  or  more).  Then, 
every  month  we  will  automatically 
send  you  another  coin  that  you  need. 
Your  coins  can  be  charged  to  your 
credit  card,  or  sent  for  inspection 
(upon  credit  approval),  or  you  can 
pay  with  your  personal  check. 

Special  I 

Sign-Up  I 

Bonus 

With  your  first  or¬ 
der  we  will  send  you  a 
copy  of  Q.  David 
Bowers’  award-winning 
book,  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illus¬ 
trated  History,  illustrated  with  gems  from 
the  Eliasberg  Collection.  This  deluxe 
hardbound  volume,  profusely  illustrated 
including  color  plates,  lists  for  $57.95,  but 
is  yours  FREE.  It  is  the  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  die  series.  In  fact,  when  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  James  Baker  wanted  to 
learn  about  American  gold  coins,  he  con¬ 
sulted  (and  quoted  from)  this  same  book! 


Unit^&GH^COin5 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


A 


1906- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  725 

1907- D  MS-62  (NGC )  Brilliant 

1907-S  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant.  -  i 


Famous,  Beautiful  MCMVII  $20 


MCVlVll  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-60(NGC).  A  lovelv 
specimen  of  this  famous  rarity,  an  American  clas¬ 
sic  from  the  day  it  was  minted . 9,250 


Near-Mint  State  MCMVII  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Wire  rim  style,  with  a  high  razor-like  rim 
around  much  of  the  periphery.  Highly  lustrous 


and  choice  for  the  grade . 7,500 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  695 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-60.  Brilliant  595 


1908-S  $20  Rarity 


1908-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  The  1908-S  is  rare  at 
any  grade  level,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  we 
have  a  nice  specimen  in  stock.  Here  is  such  an 

occasion . 2,995 

1909/8  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  only  overdate  in 
the  Saint-Gaudens  series.  Always  popular. ..  995 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 859 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  695 

1910-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

191 0-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1911  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 795 


1911  AU-55  (PC  GS)  775 

1911-1)  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,025 

1911-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Key  1913-S  Double  Eagle 


1913-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  Important  as  one  of 
the  most  elusive  varieties  in  the  early  span  of 


Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle  coinage . 7,850 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  695 

1914-1)  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  595 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  695 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
1915  MS-62  (NG(  )  Brilliant 
1915  AU-58  (PCGS)  Brilliant 

1915- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 675 


Classic  1920-S  $20  Rarity 


1920-S  AU-58  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous  One  of 
the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever  handled  of  this 
landmark  raritv . 23,500 

In  his  1482  study  of  auction  appearance*  of  various  520 
issues,  David  W  Akers  commented  concerning  the  1421  VS 

"This  is  one  of  the  premier  dates  in  the  Saint-Gaudens 
series.  It  is  rare  many  condition  and  very  rare  in  full  Mint  State 
As  is  typical  with  most  rare  dates,  I  have  found  the  1420-S  to 
be  generally  overgraded  bv  a  full  grade  or  more  The  auction 
records  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  1420-S  is  usually 
found  in  L’nc  but  most  of  the  ones  I  have  seen  were  only  EF  or 
AU  Of  the  relatively  few  Uncs  that  I  have  seen,  onlv  two  were 
gems,  the  Eliasberg  specimen  and  the  MS-67  coin  that  is  in  a 
prominent  Dallas  bank  collection.  Overall,  I  rate  the  1420-S  as 
the  seventh  rarest  date  in  the  Saint-Gaudens  senes  Because  of 
the  existence  of  circulated  examples.  I  don't  feel  that  the  1920- 
S  is  as  rare  a  date  as  the  193 1  -O  or  1 430-S.  However,  it  is 
considerably  more  rare  than  either  of  these  two  dates  in  full 
Mint  State.  Some  cataloguers  have  estimated  that  onlv  a  dozen 
or  fewer  1420-S  double  eagles  exist.  Such  estimates  are  grossly 
inaccurate  and  I  would  place  the  number  more  in  the  range  of 
40-30.  The  12  estimate  is  probably  closer  to  the  number  of 


Uncs.  in  existence." 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1922  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 


1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  695- 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  695- 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659- 


Important  1924-S  $20 


1924-S  MS-61  (PCGS)  Brilliant  A  lovelv  specimen  of 
this  highly  important  date.  It  is  believed  that 
nearly  the  entire  mintage  was  melted.  Today,  ex¬ 


amples  are  quite  rare . 2,995 

1925  MS-63  Brilliant 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant  . 659 


Superb  Gem  1927  $20 


1927  MS-66  (NGC  Brilliant  A  beautiful,  lustrou- 
and  especially  high-quality  example  of  this  popu¬ 


lar  date . 2,595 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 1,395 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
1927  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant 


Superb  Gem  1928  $20 


1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  as  a  date  in 
lower  grades,  but  at  the  MS-66  level  such  coins  are 


quite  elusive . 2,895 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 
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Dies  Made  in  1855 


by  R.W.  Julian 


The  following  arrived  in  the  mail  from  noted 
researcher  R.W.  Julian: 

I  transcribed  an  account  of  dies  furnished 
for  the  various  mints  by  the  Engraving  Depart¬ 
ment  at  die  Philadelphia  Mint,  for  die  calendar 
year  1855.  Tliis  might  be  something  you  could 
use  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  In  some  instances 
reverse  dies  from  1854  were  held  over  for  use 
the  following  year,  accounting  for  the  zero 
shown.  Similarly,  dies  without  dates  (reverse 
die  for  all  denominations,  except  $1  and  $3 
gold),  could  be  used  for  other  years  as  well. 

1855  Half  Cent: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

1  obverse/ 1  reverse. 

1855  Cent: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

12  obverse/12  reverse. 

1855  Silver  Three-Cents: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/3  reverse. 

1855  Half  Dime: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

17  obverse/16  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

6  obverse/ 4  reverse. 

1855  Dime: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

13  obverse/10  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

8  obverse/ 8  reverse. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/3  reverse  (but  no  1855-S  coinage  ma¬ 
terialized;  the  reverse  dies  could  be  used  later) 

1855  Quarter  Dollar: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

26  obverse/  20  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 


12  obverse/12  reverse. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

4  obverse/4  reverse. 

1855  Half  Dollar: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

10  obverse/8  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

30  obverse/ 25  reverse. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

6  obverse/  4  reverse. 

1855  Silver  Dollar: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

1  obverse/ 1  reverse. 

1855  $1  Gold: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

21  obverse  (date  side)  /  20  reverse. 

Charlotte  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 3  reverse. 

Dahlonega  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 3  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

6  obverse/ 6  reverse. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

8  obverse/8  reverse  (but  no  1855-S  coinage  ma¬ 
terialized;  die  obverse  dies— the  portrait  side,  re¬ 
verse  per  Mint  records -could  be  used  later) 
Note:  For  gold  dollars  and  $3  gold  wins,  Mint  records 
call  the  "heads"  side  the  reverse  and  the  date  srde  the 
obverse;  this  is  the  opposite  of  normal  practice. 

1855  $2.50  Gold: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

5  obverse/ 6  reverse. 

Charlotte  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 3  reverse. 

Dahlonega  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 3  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

6  obverse/ 0  reverse,  (but  no  1855-0  coinage 
materialized) 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 


7  obverse/3  reverse  (but  no  1855-S  coinage  ma¬ 
terialized;  the  reverse  dies  could  be  used  later) 

1855  $3  Gold: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

1  obverse  (date  side)/l  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

2  obverse/2  reverse  (but  no  1855-0  coinage 
materialized) 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

2  obverse/3  reverse. 

Note:  For  gold  dollars  and  $3  gold  wilts,  Mint  records 
call  the  "heads"  side  the  rei'erse  and  the  date  side  the 
obverse;  this  is  the  opposite  of  normal  practice. 

1855  $5  Gold: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

7  obverse/ 7  reverse. 

Charlotte  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 3  reverse. 

Dahlonega  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 3  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

6  obverse/ 0  reverse. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

1  obverse/3  reverse. 

Note:  In  1855,  $5  gold  coins  were  struck  at  all 
five  operating  mints;  a  very  unusual  situation. 

1855  $10  Gold: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 3  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

4  obverse/0  reverse. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

10  obverse/5  reverse. 

1855  $20  Gold: 

Philadelphia  Mint  dies: 

3  obverse/ 5  reverse. 

New  Orleans  Mint  dies: 

4  obverse/0  reverse. 

San  Francisco  Mint  dies: 

12  obverse/  6  reverse. 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins 


We've  been  buying  commemorative*!  We  believe 
that  nearly  all  of  the  early  1892-1954  issues  are  ridicu¬ 
lously  cheap -in  many  instances  selling  for  less  than 
they  did  20  years  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1054.  t  he  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  we've  been  writing  checks  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  unhes¬ 
itatingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few  if 
any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  his¬ 
torical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is 
laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful 
Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces, 
can  be  purchased  for  under  S100  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  well  tinder— certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  issues  for  your  selection. 

Superb  Gem  Isabella  Quarter  Dollar 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
An  exceptional  specimen.  A  prize  for  the  connois¬ 
seur!  . 5,250 

Interesting  facts:  First  United  States  coin  to  depict  a 
foreign  monarch;  first  and  only  U.S.  commemorative  quarter 
dollar. 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant 
A  pleasing  combination  of  high  grade  and  low 

(relatively)  price . 1,125 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light  rose  toning.  ...  450 
1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 345 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  a 
small  area  of  deep  violet  at  the  reverse  rim  below 

the  kneeling  figure . 279 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  EF-45.  1  lints  of  deep  sil¬ 
ver  gray  in  the  recessed  areas . 215 


Notable  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 2,695 

Interesting  facts:  Struck  the  year  before  the  date  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  coin,  on  December  14, 1899,  the  100th  anniversary 
of  Washington's  death;  Lafayette  and  Washington  pictured  on 
obverse,  Lafayette  on  horseback  on  reverse,  thus  the  first  U  S. 
coin  with  the  same  person  depicted  twice  on  the  same  com; 
first  commemorative  silver  dollar;  first  depiction  of  a  presi¬ 
dent  on  a  publicly  distributed  legal  tender  U  S  coin 

Further,  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  from  hand- 
punched  dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  lunettes  a 
highly  unusual  feature  among  federal  atlas  of  that  era.  all 
others  of  which  were  stereotyped  except  tor  the  date  logoty  pe 
and  mintmark  punch. 

1900  Lafayette.  AU-58.  A  splash  of  pale  golden  brown 
is  seen  at  the  rims . 475 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
Plus  Personal  Letter 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  With  letter  and  history. 

A  splendid  specimen,  attractively  toned,  and  ac¬ 
companied  bv  a  long  personal  (not  "form")  letter 
from  the  Alabama  Centennial  Commission  (the 
letter  is  intact  but  split  at  the  folds)  detailing  the 


history  of  the  coin.  A  true  find  for  the  advanced 
collector  of  commemoratives  and  related  memo¬ 
rabilia . 2,750 

Interesting  facts  First  of  the  "meaningless*  commemo¬ 
rative*,  a  com  authorized  m  1920  and  struck  in  1921  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  an  anniversary  held  m  1919;  Thomas  E  Kilby,  one  of 
two  individuals  shown  on  the  obverse,  was  the  first  living 
person  to  be  depicted  on  a  United  States  coin. 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Sure  to  please . 2,750 

1921  Alabama. 2x2. MS-64 (P  -  Brilliant 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  .  775 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-55.  A  whisper  of  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  on  both  sides . 135 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Albany  MS-66  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. 
Exceptionally  high  grade  for  this  issue.  One  of  our 

many  new  purchases . 725 

Mhany  MS-62  \(  C  Brilliant .  210 

193t>  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  AU-58.  Pale  iridescent  olive-gold  toning 
on  both  sides . 199 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

Interesting  tacts  This  coin  celebrated  the  1836-1936 
ArkansasCentennial  a  year  early.  Those  involved  could  hardlv 
wait  to  tap  collectors'  wallets!  The  1936  (correct  date)  Centen¬ 
nial  year  was  celebrated  by  coinage  all  the  way  through  1939! 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936  Arkansas.  AU-58.  Very  rare  in  this  condition  (as 

most  are  Mint  State!) . 75 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Mainly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  faint  golden  toning . 350 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  just  a  splash  of 

deep  gold  at  the  reverse  center . 359 

The  very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces -with  a 
distribution  of  just  2,100 -makes  this  one  of  the  lowest  pro¬ 
duction  figures  for  any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the 
present  century. 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  satiny; 
one  of  only  2,100  examples  of  the  date  issued.  325 
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1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  gem  with  pale 
golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  A  key  date  from 
the  final  year  of  the  Arkansas  half  dollar  series; 


just  2,100  examples  were  issued . 1,095 

1934  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  rose  toning . 105 

1935  Boone.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1935  Boone.  AU-55 . 75 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delightful 

satiny  surfaces . 365 


1937-D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  golden 


iridescence  on  both  sides . 325 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Highly  lustrous  with  a  some¬ 
what  prooflike  obverse . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  rose  and  gold  irides¬ 
cence  present . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  and  rose . 299 

1936  Bridgeport.  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  choice  for  the 

grade . 115 

1925-S  California.  MS-66  (ICG) . 1,785 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  A  blazing  specimen  with 
a  blush  of  pale  gold . 1,125 


1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1925-S  California.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1925-S  California.  MS-60.  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 125 

1925-S  California.  AU-55 . 115 

1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 

champagne  surfaces . 29 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 


in  teres  tmg/acfs:  The  Cawer- Washington  sets,  with  their 
multiplicity  of  varieties,  were  a  rerun  of  the  largely  unsuccess¬ 
ful  Booker  T.  Washington  issues  of  1946-1951;  on  the  map  of 
the  U.S.  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  Delaware  was  omitted! 

1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant . 25 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 


Interestingfacts.This  issue  was  a  personal  project  for  the 
profit  of  numismatist  and  "pirate"  (of  sorts)  ThomasG.  Melish. 
Even  within  Cincinnati  few  people  knew  about  the  coins,  and 
the  50th  anniversary  commemorated  had  no  basis  in  historical 
fact. 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 99 

lnterestingfacts:  Distributed  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  who 
also  distributed  the  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollars;  although  the 
half  dollars  pertained  to  Cleveland,  distribution  was  from 
Melish's  Cincinnati  office  over  200  miles  away  at  the  Kentucky 
border. 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 65 

1936  Cleveland.  AU-58 . 59 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  A  brilliant  and  satiny  gem 
with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A 
lovely  example  of  America's  first  commemorative 
half  dollar . 749 

Interesting  facts:  First  legal  tender  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a 
foreigner;  first  commemorative  half  dollar;  issued  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  1893  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  a  fair  held 
a  year  late. 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1892  Columbian.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1892  Columbian.  AU-50 . 16 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

light  champagne  peripheral  toning . 85 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 209 

1935  Connecticut.  AU-50.  Strong  lustre  on  golden 

gray  surfaces . 175 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

Interesting  facts:  Dated  1936  and  struck  in  1937,  this 
issue  commemorated  a  1938  event;  some  numismatists  con¬ 
sider  the  ship  side  to  be  the  obverse. 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 245 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  gold  on 

lustrous  surfaces . 245 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58 .  229 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with 
strong  lustre . 219 

Interesting  facts:  Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary 
that  had  already  taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of 
this  issue  went  toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to 
this  day  has  not  been  erected  In  a  recent  communication 
Roger  Bear,  who  today  is  a  prominent  dealer  in  Elgin  stated 
that  close  to  $100,000  is  needed  to  make  the  statue  a  reality,  and 
that  donations  are  tax  deductible 

Of  all  modern  authors  Cornelius  Vermeule  (in  Nutms 


Wedding  Bells 


Congratulations  to  jerry  Lebo  and 
Helen  Carmody  on  their  recent  wedding. 
Actually,  it  was  a  number  of  months  ago, 
but  your  editor's  backlog  of  interesting 
information  is  such  that  we  haven't  had  a 
chance  to  run  this  item  'til  now.  In  the 
meantime,  Helen  has  indicated  that  in  the 
year  2001  she  will  be  running  for  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation.  (Scott  Travers  has  already  thrown 
his  hat  in  the  ring  for  2003;  for  the  first 
time  in  ANA  history,  there  has  been  some 
really  advance  planning;  at  last  word,  2005, 
2007,  and  later  elections  are  still  wide 
open!) 

Helen,  of  course,  is  well  known  to  our 
readers  and  has  been  mentioned  fre¬ 
quently  in  our  columns  over  the  years. 
While  she  has  had  many  accomplish¬ 
ments,  she  is  especially  appreciated  for 
shepherding  the  interests  of  the  Society  for 
United  States  Commemorative  Coins  and 
editing  The •  Commemorative  Trail.  Jerry 
Lebo  is  secretary-treasurer  of  that  fine  or¬ 
ganization,  the  Central  States  Numismatic 
Society. 

In  Jerry's  words  here  is  what  happened 
at  their  wedding: 

I  recall  writing  last  summer's  issue  of 
The  Centinel  that  our  1998  gathering  was  the 
best  coin  show  I  ever  attended.  What  1 
didn't  say  at  that  time  was  it  was  extra  spe¬ 
cial  because  ANA  Governor  Helen 
Carmody  and  I  found  each  other,  so  to 
speak,  and  began  dating  seriously. 

Helen  and  1  were  married  December  5 


in  Logansport,  Indiana,  with  about  50  wed¬ 
ding  guests  looking  on.  CSNS  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Ray  Lockwood  and  wife  Fran  stood  up 
with  us  as  local  Circuit  Court  Judge  Julian 
Ridlen  conducted  the  ceremony.  Former 
ANA  Governor  J.T.  Stanton  flew  up  from 
Georgia  to  give  the  bride  away.  My  grand¬ 
daughters,  Jessica,  7,  and  Rebecca,  2,  were 
flower  girls.  (Both  are  CSNS  members,  inci¬ 
dentally!) 

CSNS  Governor  Marv  Mericle  pre¬ 
sented  a  toast,  while  CSNS  President  Roger 
Winkelhake  took  lots  of  pictures,  some  of 
which  appeared  in  the  preceding  issue  of 
The  Centinel. 

Among  guests  in  attendance  were 
former  CSNS  Governor  Don  Hudson,  Coin 
World  editor  Beth  Deisher,  Coin  World 
staffer  Victoria  Stone,  former  CSNS  Presi¬ 
dent  Leon  Hendrickson  and  wife  Hamie, 
former  Illinois  Numismatic  Association 
President  Kermit  Wasmer  and  wife  Donna, 
former  Indianapolis  Coin  Club  President 
Jim  Goaziou  and  wife  Sherry,  former  Indi¬ 
ana  Numismatic  Association  Treasurer 
George  Courtesis,  veteran  collector  George 
Fitzgerald,  and  last  but  not  least,  former 
INA  presidents  Rick  and  Letha  Martin.  1 
always  "blame"  Rick  and  Letha  when 
something  good  happens.  They're  the  ones 
who  got  me  involved  in  organized  numis¬ 
matics  two  decades  ago! 

Researcher/ author  Bob  Julian,  who  also 
lives  in  Logansport,  followed  up  with  an 
open  house  in  his  home/library.  All  in  all, 
it  was  a  wonderful  day! 
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malic  Art  in  America)  has  furnished  the  most  detailed  analyses 
of  coin  motifs.  In  the  Elgin  half  dollar  he  saw  a  masterpiece: 

"It  is  difficult  to  find  a  more  aesthetically  satisfying, 

technically  superiorcommemorative  half  dollar  than  the  Elgin, 

Illinois  Centennial  of  1936.  The  subjects  of  Kith  obverse  and 
reverse,  Pioneer  Memorial  in  Elgin,  are,  like  the  obverse  of  the 
Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  in  1925,  an  example  of  a  statue 
group  being  used  as  a  coin  design  by  the  man  who  was  also 
sculptor  of  the  group.  Triple  useorcreationcan  K'said  to  have 
been  achieved,  because  the  head  of  the  old  pioneer  on  the 
obverse  is  also  the  head  of  the  man  with  the  rifle  at  the  front  ot 
the  group  on  the  reverse 

"The  three-dimensionality,  as  well  as  the  precise  detail, 
of  the  four  figures  has  K-en  cleverly  translated  onto  the  reverse 
of  the  coin.  The  lettering  is  inconspicuous  and.  especially  on 
the  obverse,  nobly  spaced  out  I  he  designer  of  this  half 
dollar,  thus  also  sculptor  of  the  statue,  Trygve  A  Kovelstad, 
has  produced  one  of  the  major  documents  of  sculptural  plas¬ 
ticity  and  vibrant  relief  in  the  series  of  commemorative  coins. 
His  obverse  is  worthy  of  a  Roman  medallion,  and  his  reverse 
rivals  the  great  Neoclassic  dies  of  England  or  Bavaria  in  the 


nineteenth  century." 

1936  Elgin.  MS- 64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1936  Elgin.  MS-60.  Brilliant .  1K2 

1936  Elgin.  AU-58 . 179 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  699 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (NGC ).  Brilliant . 375 

1936  Gettysburg.  AU-50 .  255 


Choice  1922  Grant  With  Star  50c 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Among 
early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is  the  great 
classic  (although  much  about  it  has  been  forgotten 

today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade . 2,695 

Interesting  facts:  The  with-star  variety  was  apparently 
coined  in  error,  for  the  Commission  had  not  ordered  them,  the 
star  had  no  historical  or  other  meaning  except  to  create  a 
different  variety;  in  Mint  State  this  is  the  rarest  commemora¬ 


tive  half  dollar  today. 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 189 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 


Choice  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 


rative  half  dollar  for  type  set  purposes . 2,695 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,995 

1935  Hudson.  AU-58.  Pale  lavender  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  the  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  popular  key 
issue . 510 

Interesting  fin  Is:  Few  coins  were  available  to  the  public 
at  the  issue  price  of  $1,  the  distribution  of  the  issue  was  widely 
criticized  V  irtually  the  entire  issue  was  snapped  up  before¬ 
hand  by  New  V  ork  dealer  JuliusGuttag  This  was  revealed  for 
the  first  time  in  the  award-winning  commemorative  Kx>k  by 
Dave  Bowers:  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  Mate-  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  which  is  available  from  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department  and  which  will  provide  a  week's  worth  of 
reading  on  the  title  subject. 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  Brilliant  with  intense  cart¬ 


wheel  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces .  615 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1924  Huguenot.  AU-55 . 99 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  199 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 


1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 81 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63.  Brilliant .  71 

1946  Iowa.  AU-58 .  g| 

1946  Iowa.  AU-50 .  ^ 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 17‘ 

Interesting  facts:  This  was  one  of  the  few  events  of  trul 
national  significance  to  be  commemorated  on  a  coin  in  th 
1  V20s  up  to  this  date;  both  sides  of  the  coin  depicted  architec 
tural  objects,  a  statue  on  the  obverse  and  a  small  buildinj 
(belfry)  on  the  reverse 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . l(y 

1925  Lexington.  AU-58 .  7c 

1925  Lexington.  AU-55 .  7c 

1918  Uncoln-Illinois.  MS-65  Brilliant  The  reversed 

this  coin  is  our  nominee  for  John  R.  Sinnock's  besi 

work  on  a  legal  tender  coin . 675 

Interesting  facts:  Only  publicly  distnbuted  US.  legal 
tender  silver  coin  to  depict  Lincoln;  first  coin  designed  (re¬ 
verse)  by  John  R  Sinnock.  who  was  later  to  become  chiel 
engraver  at  the  Mint 

1918  l  incoln-IIlinois.  N1S-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant  with  in¬ 
tense  cartwheel  lustre  present.  A  lovely  gem.  .  675 


Previously  Unpublished  Sketches 


►  The  pen  and  ink  sketch  shown 
here  is  by  Robert  Lovett,  Jr.,  Phila¬ 
delphia  medalist  and  diesinker,  and 
was  titled  bv  him  "The  Clean  Face." 
Lovett,  born  in  1817,  is  known  tor  his 
prolific  output  of  tokens  and  medals, 
including  the  Confederate  cent. 
(Courtesy  of  Charles  McSorley) 


^  rhis  sketch  ot  the  allegory  ot  St 
George  killing  the  dragon,  famous 
in  British  history-  and  mythology', 
was  done  by  none  other  than 
George  H.  Lovett,  prominent  New 
York  diesinker  and  medalist  (life 
dates  1824-1894).  His  brother,  Rob¬ 
ert  Lovett,  Jr.,  who  did  business  in 
Philadelphia,  issued  a  store  card 
with  a  somewhat  similar  motif. 
(Courtesy  of  Charles  McSorlev) 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
An  especially  choice  specimen  of  the  key  commemo- 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


4 


1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  the  reverse  having  beautiful  gold  and  green 

peripheral  toning . 495 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 


1936  Long  Island.  AU-58 . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 . 159 


1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  Not 


easy  to  find  so  nice! . 709 

Interesting  facts:  Originally  envisioned  to  circulate  at 
face  value  to  promote  Maine;  one  of  two  commemoratives 
connected  with  this  state  (1936  York  County  is  the  other) 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . . 709 

1920  Maine.  AU-50 . 99 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 415 

Fairly  scarce  at  the  gem  level  as  offered  here. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 415 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1934  Maryland.  AU-55 . 125 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 55 

Interestingfacts:  This  issue  has  a  weakly  defined  design; 
large  quantities  were  eventually  released  into  circulation  for 
face  value. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

Interesting  facts:  These  coins  were  struck  in  1937,  a  year 
before  the  date  appearing  on  them;  this  was  an  issue  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Westchester  County  Coin  Club,  but  sold  through 
a  local  bank.  The  distribution  was  well  handled  and  earned 
high  marks  from  observers.  New  Rochelle,  memorialized  in 
George  M.  Cohan's  satirical  song,  Forty-Five  Minutes  from 
Broadway,  was  the  East  Coast  equivalent  of  Beverly  Hills  in  its 
time,  and  was  the  hoped-for  residential  location  of  many  who 
"made  it"  in  show  business  in  New  York  City. 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . . 575 

Interesting  facts:  The  issuers  made  much  of  the  fact  that 
the  British  crown  was  depicted  on  this,  an  American  coin;  this 
coin  was  dated  1936  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized 
by  Congress  until  1937;  this  coin  bore  five  dates  as  part  of  the 
design,  none  of  which  was  the  date  of  mintage. 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1936  Norfolk.  AU-50 . 355 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 


Interesting  facts:  This  issue  commemorates  no  particu¬ 
lar  date  anniversary  (such  as  50th,  100th,  etc.);  this  was  the  first 
of  the  extended  series  of  commemoratives  that  were  consid¬ 
ered  exploitative  by  collectors.  However,  in  this  instance, 
collectors  have  enjoyed  the  experience.  A  few  years  ago  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  voted  this 
as  their  favorite  design.  In  1999  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  plaque  with  this  design  would  be  among  those 
put  on  the  facade  of  its  new  headquarters  being  built  in 


Washington. 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 195 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

Many  of  these  were  distributed  at  the  Century'  of 
Progress  Exposition  held  in  Chicago. 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  625 

1939- S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant.  . 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  Brilliant  5)5 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-55  295 


Interesting  facts:  The  first  silver  commemorative  struck 


In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  the  Liberty 
Head  nickel  was  “king"  in  America,  and  a  pocketful  of 
them  provided  the  opportunity  for  many  forms  of  enter¬ 
tainment,  ranging  from  carousel  rides  to  a  glass  of  beer  to, 
as  shown  above,  admission  to  a  moving  picture  theatre. 

Shown  is  the  Star,  a  little  storefront  "nickelodeon  theatre"  in  Owego, 

New  York,  as  depicted  on  a  card  postmarked  June  19, 1908.  At  the  left  a 
small  sign  (upon  which  a  man  is  resting  his  arm)  advertises:  "Star  Theatre/ new 
pictures  today/admission  5<f."  Writing  in  ink  around  the  border  of  the  card  tells  us  that 
the  proprietors  were  B.A.  and  F.C.  Tozer  (F.C.T.  is  standing  at  center  left  and  B.A.T.  is  the 
second  man  from  the  right),  perhaps  two  of  the  men  among  the  four  shown.  The  lady  near 
the  center  is  identified  as  "Miss  Waterman."  The  card  was  sent  by  an  individual  un¬ 
known,  and  bore  this  inscription: 

My  dear  Miss  L.  [Miss  Lillian  Lyon,  per  the  other  side  of  the  card;  she  lived  at  29  Guern¬ 
sey  Street,  Norwich,  NY]: 

Here  is  the  promised  picture.  Hope  to  see  you  here  for  the  big  Fireman's  Day,  July  30th. 

Miss  W.'s  picture  does  not  flatter  her. 

Sincerely,  G.W.M. 

In  1908,  the  moving  picture  business  in  America  was  in  its  infancy.  Hollywood  was  an 
unknown  entity,  and  the  center  of  production  was  in  and  around  New  York  City  and 
northern  New  Jersey,  with  Philadelphia  also  being  prominent.  Films  were  one-reelers, 
lasting  perhaps  12  to  15  minutes  on  the  screen.  The  most  popular  subjects  showed  action 
or  drama,  all  without  spoken  words.  Thus,  firefighters  in  action,  trains  roaring  down  the 
track  and  daredevil  acts  were  popular,  as  were  comedy  situations.  The  "star  system"  had 
not  yet  been  devised,  and  the  viewer  of  a  film  made  by  Biograph,  Lubin,  Edison,  or  some 
early  manufacturer,  had  no  clue  as  to  the  identity  of  the  heroes,  heroines,  and  rascals  on 
the  screen. 

No  doubt,  in  its  time  the  Star  took  thousands  of  Liberty  Head  nickels  — and  a  few  Shield 
nickels  as  well  —  through  the  cashier's  window.  Perhaps  some  of  them  still  exist  today. 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


A 


at  a  branch  mint;  first  silver  commemorative  coin  to  depict 


Miss  Liberty  (Columbia). 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 615 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  145 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  145 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 75 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55 . 65 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55  (ICC).  Brilliant . 65 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 59 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  835 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 835 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  135 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  135 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  AU-50 . 70 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Build  a  set  265 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  135 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 23l> 

1937  Roanoke.  M^M  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1937  Roanoke.  AU-58 . 159 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

Interesting  facts:  Sen.  Joseph  Robinson,  depicted  on  the 
coin,  was  living  at  the  time  the  coins  were  issued;  although 
they  were  dated  1936,  the  coins  were  minted  in  1937 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1936  Robinson.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Robinson.  AU-50 . 89 

1935- SSan  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-50 . 65 


Interesting  facts:  Calvin  Coolidge’s  portrait  on  this  coin 
was  of  a  living  man,  an  unusual  situation  (with  counterparts 
onthel921  Alabama,  1936  Robinson,  and  1936  Lynchburg  half 
dollars);  the  vast  majontv  of  Sesquicentennial  half  dollars 
went  to  the  melting  pot.  When  Calvin  Coolidge  was  sworn  in 
as  president  in  1923,  following  the  death  of  1  larding,  one  of  the 
first  things  he  did  was  to  drink  a  glass  of  Moxie,  the  famous 
New  England  soft  dnnk.  At  one  time  Coolidge  lived  in 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  providing  the  reason  to  name 
one  local  theatre  the  Calvin  and  another  the  Coolidge. 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  925 


1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 . 895 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 


Interesting  facts:  The  memory  of  recently  (1923)  de¬ 
ceased  President  Harding,  mentioned  in  the  original  legisla¬ 
tion  authorizing  this  issue,  was  not  mentioned  on  the  coin;  the 
vast  quantity  of  5,000,000  authorized  was  the  largest  since  the 
Columbian  Exposition  coins  of  1892-1893 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ...  259 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

Here  begins  the  extensive  run  of  Texas  commemora- 
tives,  which  continued  through  1938.  The  formation  of  a 
complete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable  possibility, 
and  even  the  lower  mintage  issues  are  very  inexpensive. 


1934  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1934  Texas.  AU-55 . 95 

1935  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 112 

1936  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1937  Texas  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 122 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 299 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 


1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 


low  mintage! . 309 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 


Interesting  facts:  Struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  butS 
mintmark  omitted  in  error,  the  celebration  was  a  local  event, 
did  not  attract  nationwide  attention,  and  relatively  few  coins 


were  sold. 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58 .  280 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 


Interesting  facts  This  issue  was  authorized  two  years 
before  the  minting  date,  a  remarkable  situation,  as  typically 
commemoratives  were  authorized  in  the  same  year  of  issue, 
the  catamount  pictured  on  the  reverse  is  a  reference  to  the 
Catamount  Tavern,  where  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  quaffed 
ale,  this  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  tew  commemoratives  to  bear 
a  Jay  date,  in  this  instance  August  16,  to  the  left  of  the 
catamount;  Vermont  halt  dollars  were  struck  in  higher  relief 


than  any  other  commemorative  coin 

1927  Vermont.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

1927  Vermont.  AU-50 . 159 

1947  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

with  light  champagne  surfaces . 35 

1947-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 53 

1947-S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 31 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 


Interesting  facts:  According  to  provisions  of  the  con¬ 
gressional  acts  enabling  this,  the  Bridgeport,  and  the  Delaware 
halt  dollars,  although  coinage  was  to  be  a  minimum  of  25,000, 
there  was  no  stated  maximum,  and  an  unlimited  quantity 
could  have  been  made  at  the  time;  this  coin,  like  a  few  other 
commemoratives,  also  bears  a  Jay  date,  4th  of  Julv  Anno 
Domini  1836;  remainder  coins  were  still  being  sold  bv  the  state 
in  the  1950s. 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


1936  Wisconsin.  AU-58 . 169 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1936  York.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 205 

1936  York.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1936  York.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1936  York.  AU-50 . 159 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC).  735 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  satinv  sur¬ 
faces . 629 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS)  We  think  the  market 
offers  many  really  excellent  buys,  and  we 
have  been  emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in 


this  area . 649 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait.  MS-61  (NGC) . 4" 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64 1  PCI)  Bril¬ 
liant . . 865 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  Brilliant.  725 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC) . 425 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  Bril¬ 
liant . 765 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 435 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 435 


The  time  is  probably  circa  1905-1910,  and  the  place  is  Chamberlain,  SD,  where,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  person  from  whom  we  purchased  this  view,  people  are  waiting  in  line 
to  register  for  land  that  was  either  free  or  cheap.  Interesting! 
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Numismatic 

Writings  of  the  Past 

We  give  clues  concerning  10  different 
numismatic  publications,  authors,  etc.,  of 
the  past,  a  hot  topic  today,  what  with  sev¬ 
eral  exciting  old-time  collections  of  books 
and  catalogues  coming  on  the  market  in 
recent  times  (notably,  the  present  offering 
of  the  Bass  Collection  Library  by  George 
F.  Kolbe,  and  our  own  recent  four-part  of¬ 
fering  of  the  Armand  Champa  Library, 
catalogued  by  Charles  Davis),  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  So¬ 
ciety  (with  its  annual  "Shammy  Awards" 
given  out  by  Dr.  Joel  Orosz),  and  other  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Collecting  books  — old  and  new  — can 
be  a  lot  of  fun.  Your  editor's  own  prefer¬ 
ence  is  to  collect  interesting  and  useful 
books,  with  whether  or  not  they  are  rare 
being  unimportant  (a  common  but  useful 
book  is  worth  10  rare  but  boring  or  poorly 
researched  volumes,  this  being  our  opin¬ 
ion,  with  the  realization  that  others  may 
feel  differently). 

Anyway,  here  are  some  clues  about 
publications  of  yore;  see  how  many  you 
can  identify.  If  you  get  nine  or  10  correct, 
you  deserve  (and  should  go  out  and  buy) 
the  two-volume  set  of  books  by  John  W. 
Adams  on  the  subject  of  old  auction  cata¬ 
logues. 

Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 

1.  B.  Max  Mehl,  down  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  issued  quite  a  few  auction  cata¬ 
logues  in  his  time.  The  catalogue  of  this 
collection  is  probably  his  best  known  and 
also  one  of  the  most  available.  Among 
other  things  it  included  an  1804  silver  dol¬ 
lar  and  an  1822  half  eagle. 

a.  William  Cutler  Atwater  Collection,  1946. 

b.  William  Forrester  Dunham  Sale,  1941. 

c.  Frank  G.  Wilford  Collection,  1910. 

d.  Dr.  G.F.E.  Wilharm  Collection,  1921. 

2.  All  but  one  of  the  following  state¬ 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Publications  Quiz 


ments  is  true.  Can  you  pick  out  the  zinger? 

a.  The  first  edition  of  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins,  1947,  was  published  in 
1946. 

b.  Jake  Bell,  Gointoem  Strong,  Dahlonega, 
A.H.  Rafique,  Matt  Nummus,  S.S.  Elreep, 
and  Mintmark  are  among  noms  de  plume 
used  in  print  over  the  years  by  various  col¬ 
lectors,  dealers,  and  authors. 

c.  The  Pierre  Flandin  Collection  auction 
catalogue,  1855,  was  written  by  Augustus 
Sage. 

d.  Tiie  Numismatist,  first  published  by  Dr. 
George  F.  Heath  in  1888,  was  first  titled 
The  American  Numismatist,  but  it  was  soon 
learned  that  the  title  was  already  in  use 
(1886-7),  by  C.E.  Leal. 

3.  The  journal  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  is  titled: 

a.  The  Fish  Wrapper. 

b.  The  Bird  Cage  Liner. 

c.  The  Asylum. 

d.  journal  of  Numismatic  Research. 

4.  Each  of  these  individuals  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  founder  of  a  leading  numis¬ 
matic  newspaper  or  magazine,  except  one. 
Who  is  the  odd  man  out? 

a.  Chet  Krause. 

b.  J.  Oliver  Amos. 

c.  Lee  F.  Hewitt. 

d.  C.  Wyllys  Betts. 

5.  The  first  truly  comprehensive,  siz¬ 
able  book  ever  written  on  the  subject  of 
American  numismatics  was  from  the  pen 
of  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson.  Published 
in  1859,  it  had  the  following  title: 

a.  The  American  Numismatical  Manual. 

b.  The  American  Numismatological  Manual. 

c.  A  Pickle  for  the  Knowing  Ones. 

d.  Penny  Whimsy. 

6.  When  the  first  edition  of  the  Guide 


Book  ofU.S.  Coins  was  published  (we  won't 
say  when,  as  it  would  interfere  with  ques¬ 
tion  No.  2  above),  there  were  two  printings 
of  9,000  copies  each.  The  first  printing  had 
a  footnote  on  page  135  mentioning  "this 
date,"  while  the  second  printing  replaced 
"this  date"  with  one  of  the  following  nota¬ 
tions: 

a.  In  the  summer  of  1793. 

b.  First  Published  by  W.E.  Woodward, 
1863. 

c.  1903-0. 

d.  None  known  to  exist  today. 

7 .  In  the  1890s  Augustus  G.  Heaton 
was  well  known  as  a  numismatic  writer 
and  was  active  in  other  fields  as  well.  He 
did  all  but  one  of  the  following  things  in 
that  decade: 

a.  Vacationed  in  the  mountains  near  Luray, 
Virginia,  in  the  summer. 

b.  Designed  the  50tf  World's  Columbian 
Exposition  commemorative  stamp. 

c.  Published  a  booklet  titled  Mint  Marks. 

d.  Climbed  Pikes  Peak. 

8.  Well-known  numismatist  William 
H.  Woodin  did  all  but  one  of  the  following 
things: 

a.  Designed  the  $1  World's  Columbian  Ex¬ 
position  commemorative  stamp. 

b.  Served  as  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt's  first 
secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

c.  Was  author  in  1913  of  United  States  Pat¬ 
tern,  Trial  and  Experimental  Pieces  (Edgar  H. 
Adams  took  the  photographs). 

d.  Composed  music,  including  the  Oriental 
Suite  and  the  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  March. 

9.  The  1  to  70  grading  scale  we  all  so 
dearly  love  (tongue-in-cheek  here)  and 
which  has  been  adopted  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  as  "official”  for 
the  grading  of  United  States  coins,  is  based 
upon: 
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a.  Scientific  research  done  at  the  Battel le 
Institute  on  a  commission  given  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  with 
additional  funding  from  Krause  Publica¬ 
tions  and  the  Amos  Press. 

b.  A  marketing  formula  for  U.S.  copper 
cents  dated  1793-1814,  published  in  1949 
by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  (who,  among 
other  things,  has  been  accused  of  swiping 
coins  from  the  American  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety). 

c.  An  old  manuscript  found  near  Palmyra, 
New  York. 

d.  A  series  of  recommendations  formulated 
bv  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 


ogy  in  cooperation  with  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  (Northeastern  Division). 


10.  By  just  about  any  accounting,  W. 
Elliot  Woodward  was  the  eminence  gris 
among  American  auction  cataloguers  of 
the  general  period  1860-1890.  Even  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  called  him 
the  "lion"  of  numismatics.  Concerning 
Woodward,  which  of  the  following  state¬ 
ments  is  not  true: 


a.  He  operated  an  apothecary  shop  in 
Roxburv,  Massachusetts. 

b.  1  le  was  yery  appreciativ  e  -  and  said  so 
in  print  — when  a  son  of  a  Philadelphia 
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Mint  official  came  all  the  way  to  Roxburv 
to  offer  him  a  quantity  of  GOD  OUR 
TRUST  pattern  coins. 

c.  No  photograph  of  him  has  been  located 
by  any  numismatic  scholars,  in  spite  of 
quite  a  bit  of  looking. 

d.  He  restored  the  Eustis  mansion  in 
Roxbury,  which  at  one  time  was  owned  by  a 
family  that  was  related  to  Edmund  Roberts 
(who  in  1835  delivered  a  Proof  1804  silver 
dollar  and  other  coins  to  the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat,  on  behalf  of  President  Andrew  Jackson). 
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A  Forgotten  Mining  Company 


Roy  Butler  recently  sent  this  gift  stock 
certificate  in  a  company  called  U-NEV-1DA 
Gold,  which  per  the  certificate  seems  to 
have  had  operations  in  Caribou,  Idaho; 
Battle  Mountain  and  Carson  City,  Nevada; 
and  Beaver,  Utah.  Roy  advises  as  follows: 

"1  thought  you  might  like 
to  have  one  of  my  mining  cer¬ 
tificates  for  your  collection,  if 
you  don't  already  have  one.  1 
secured  approximately  1 15  of 
these,  all  in  the  same  condi¬ 
tion  from  an  attic  being 
cleaned  out  many  years  ago. 

"R.M.  Smythe  looked  into 
them  and  determined  them 
worthless  as  vou  can  see 
from  their  letter. 

"1  enjoy  your  articles  in 
Coin  World." 

In  1984  he  wrote  to  R.M. 

Smythe  &  Company,  seeking 
to  find  out  if  any  of  these 
stocks  had  value.  Their  reply  noted  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

We  have  completed  our  investigation 
of  the  security  mentioned  below  in  regard 
to  which  we  are  advising  you  as  follows: 

U-NEV-IDA 

GOLD  MINING  COMPANY 

100  shares  capital  stock,  41  par  dated 
6/11/1917 

This  company  was  incorporated  May 
14, 1917  under  the  laws  of  Delaware,  and 


was  reported  to  have  an  office  at  Salt  Like 
City,  UT.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  page  1592 
from  the  1922  The  Mines  Handbook,  which 
lists  the  company.  In  1925,  no  trace  of  the 
company  could  be  found.  We  searched 
our  stock  records  and  found  in  December 


1922,  500  shares  of  the  company's  stock 
sold  at  auction  at  $3.00  for  the  lot.  This  in¬ 
dicates  the  stock  was  worthless  in  1922. 

• 

Roy  also  sent  along  an  item  from  the 
The  Mines  Handbook,  1922,  which  stated  the 
following: 

UNEVIDA  GOLD  MINING  CO. 

UTAH 

A.H.  Lewis,  Pres.;  W.  S.  McCormick, 
treas.,  205  Center  St.  Salt  Lake  City;  W.  C. 


Ralston,  Jr.,  sec.-mgr. 

Inc.  May  14, 1917,  in  Delaware. 
Cap  $7,500,000;  SI  par;  nonassess¬ 
able,  3,370,000  shares  and  512,300 
cash  in  treasury,  October,  1918. 
Debts  amounted  to  $89,000. 

Company  controlled 
several  miles  of  alluvial  and 
grav  el  ground  along  Carson 
River  in  Nevada  from 
which  it  was  proposed  to 
recover  the  amalgam  lost 
from  the  old  Comstock 
mills:  also  reported  to  have 
mining  properties  in  Beaver 
County,  Utah  and  in  Idaho. 
Details  of  company,  organi¬ 
zation  and  operations  not 
obtainable,  save  in  January 
1919  company  brought  suit 
against  two  former  direc¬ 
tors  and  others,  charging 
them  with  having  induced 
owners  of  leases  under 
which  company  operated,  to  cancel 
and  transfer  them  to  Comstock  Lode 
Recovery  Corp. 

• 

Although  this  has  nothing  to  do 
with  numismatics,  we  thought  the 
research  and  history  were  interest¬ 
ing,  so  we  pass  the  information 
along.  Who  knows,  one  of  these  days 
perhaps  a  gold  bar  will  surface  with 
this  company's  name  on  it?! 
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Miscellany  for  Sale 


California  Small 
Denomination  Gold 


Our  selection  includes  many  interesting  new  pur¬ 
chases.  In  recent  decades  the  collecting  of  California 
25t,  50C,  and  $1  has  registered  greatly  increased 
popularity. 

Round  25C 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Bi;een-Gillio-221 .  Liberty  Head. 

MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-223.  Rarity-4.  Liberty  Head. 

MS-62 . 165 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1871-H  BG-861.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Head.  MS-64.  .  195 
1874  BG-845.  Rarity-7.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  PL. ..  695 


Octagonal  25C 

1872  BG-791  Large  Indian.  MS-60 .  325 

1875  BG-798.  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 395 

Round  SOC 

1859  BG-1001.  Rarity-7-.  Liberty  head.  VF-20 . 95 


1866-G.  BG-1017.  Rarity-7.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63.  625 

1868  BG-1008.  Rarity-5+.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63. ..  189 

Octagonal  50C 

1860/56-N  BG-1014.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58. 115 

1869  BG-919  AU-50 .  275 

1871  BG-927.  Rarity-5+.  Liberty  Head.  MS-62 . 150 

1881  BG-913.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Head.  MS-60 .  565 

Round  Gold  $1 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


Photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size 

1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round-format  gold  dollars 
are  all  rarities . 3,250 


Octagonal  Gold  $1 


1854  "Perched"  or  "Humbert"  Eagle  $1 


Photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size 

1854  BG-504.  Liberty  Head.  Eagle  reverse  similar  to 
that  used  on  the  $50  gold  "slugs"  of  the  United 
States  Assay  Office.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Ever  popular  motif  and,  of  course,  the 

scarcest  of  the  three  denominations . 3,950 

1869  BG-1106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1871  BG-1109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  beauty. 
Very  attractive! . 1,695 

Territorial  Gold 


Rare  1849  Oregon  "Beaver"  $5 


1849  Oregon  $5.  Kagin-1.  Rarity-5.  VL-25  (PCGS). 
A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  famous  Oregon 
coin . 24,500 

The  story  of  this  issue  is  fascinating,  and  we  share  some 
of  it,  as  reflected  in  some  paragraphs  from  Dave  Bowers'  book. 
The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan”: 

Oregon  Exchange  Co.  Gold  Coins 
In  1848  word  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Sutter's  Mill  on 
the  American  River  in  California  spread  north  to  the  Oregon 
settlements.  This  was  months  before  the  news  was  widely 
circulated  in  the  East.  Seeking  quick  and  easy  fortunes,  many 
Oregonians  traveled  southward  and  were  among  the  first 
outsiders  to  arrive  at  the  bonanza  sites.  Some  met  with  a 
degree  of  success  and  came  back  home  with  unrefined  dust 
and  nuggets.  Realizing  that  gold  in  native  form  was  of  uncer¬ 
tain  value  and  could  not  be  easily  used  in  commerce,  and  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  only  allowing  $10  per  ounce 
for  it  in  trade,  the  Oregon  Legislature  on  February  15, 1844, 
passed  an  act  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  mint.  Had  this  come  to  pass,  this  would  have 


antedated  any  coinage  facility  in  California.  However,  the 
governor  declared  this  act  to  be  in  contravention  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  plans  were  terminated. 

To  remedy  the  situation  a  group  of  eight  merchants  and 
citizens  banded  together  in  Oregon  City,  at  the  terminus  of  the 
Oregon  Trail,  to  establish  a  private  mint.  The  principals  were 
W.K.  Kilbourne,  Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George 
Abernethy,  W.  H.  Willson,  William  H.  Rector,  J.  G.  Campbell, 
and  Noyes  Smith.  The  firm  was  designated  as  the  Oregon 
Exchange  Co. 

Hamilton  Cambell,  a  Methodist  missionary,  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  cut  dies  for  a  $5  gold  coin.  William  H.  Rector  may 
have  engraved  the  dies  for  a  coin  of  the  $10  denomination 
(Victor  Wallace,  machinist,  has  also  been  suggested  as  a  can¬ 
didate  [in  20th-century  numismatic  accounts  from  the  Lockley 
account  reprinted  below;  however,  it  seems  that  the  Cambell 
account  should  take  precedence]).  The  coins  produced  were  to 
be  of  virgin  gold  without  added  alloy,  although  certain  ele¬ 
ments  including  silver  were  natural  alloys  of  California  metal. 

In  due  course,  specimens  reached  the  East  Coast.  Messrs. 
Eckfeldt  and  Dubois,  keepers  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  noted  (Jacob  R.  Eckfeldt  and  William  E.  Dubois,  New 
Varieties  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  Counterfeit  Coins  and  Bullion: 
With  Mint  Values.  1851,  p.  7): 

"The  coin  is  not  well  struck,  but  is  pleasantly  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  picture  of  a  beaver,  a  good  emblem  of  mining 
industry  and  of  western  life." 

A  nearly  contemporary  account  of  the  coinage  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Oregon  Statesman,  September  18, 1865,  and  may 
be  the  most  factual  knowm  (this  citation  having  been  furnished 
to  QDB  by  Dan  Owens): 

"OREGON  CITY,  Aug.  4, 1865. 

"Hon.  Samuel  E.  May,  Secretary  of  State  of  Oregon 

"Sir: 

"In  reply  to  yours  of  17th  ultime,  requesting  a  historv 
of  the  mint  established  in  1849, 1  give  you  a  brief  account.  Upon 
the  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  and  the  consequent  rush  of 
miners,  for  nearly  every  man  that  went  to  California  at  that 
time  became  a  miner,  and  the  great  demand  for  supplies  to 
clothe  and  feed  them,  Oregon  very  naturally  sent  a  great 
number  of  her  population  together  with  all  the  supplies  that 
she  could  spare  from  her  immediate  wants,  receiving  in  return 
a  large  amount  of  gold  dust  of  the  most  superior  qualitv,  taken 
from  the  Feather  and  Yuba  rivers  principally. 

"Nearly  every  man  brought  gold  dust  with  him  on  his 
return  to  Oregon,  and,  finding  that  a  great  annoyance  and 
waste  accompanied  the  payments  of  small  sums  in  dust,  was 
naturally  anxious  to  dispose  of  sufficiency  of  dust  for  coin  to 
meet  his  immediate  demands.  There  being  but  little  coin  in  the 
country  at  that  time,  caused  an  influx  from  the  nearest  points 
where  it  could  be  obtained,  viz:  South  America— and  as  the 
debasement  of  the  currency  of  nearly  all  the  South  American 
states  was  great  and  notorious,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  upon 
my  return  from  the  Atlantic  side  in  the  latter  part  of  1847. 
before  the  gold  mines  were  discovered,  they  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  me,  during  my  stay  in  Panama,  25  of  their  nominal 
quarters  of  a  dollar  in  exchange  for  a  United  States  half  eagle 
coin;  and  when  you  take  into  consideration  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  gold  dust,  the  intrinsic  value  of  which  was  between 
$18  and  $19  per  ounce,  was  being  daily  exchanged  at  the  rate 
of  $11  per  ounce,  payable  in  the  debased  South  American  coin 
at  a  rate  of  four  of  these  nominal  quarters  of  a  dollar  to  the 
dollar,  vou  will  see  at  once  the  enormous  loss  Oregon  u  .o 
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suffering -the  double  discount  on  the  gold  and  coin. 

"A  small  party  of  gentlemen  met  at  the  counting  room 
of  Campbell  &  Smith  to  take  the  foregoing  matter  into  consid¬ 
eration,  and  concluded  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  country  to 
form  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  coining  the  dust  into  a 
shape  that  would  be  of  par  value  at  anv  place  where  gold  com 
was  used.  The  names  of  the  parties  that  paid  for  the  machin¬ 
ery,  dies,  &c.,  and  that  incurred  and  lost  the  whole  expenses  of 
the  transaction  were  kilboume,  Magruder,  Tavlor,  Rector, 
Campbell  &  Smith. 

"The  design  of  the  dies  was  drawn  bv  myself  at  the  tirst 
meeting  of  the  company,  and  immediately  adopted  as  being 
appropriate  The  tariff  on  goods  exchanged  bv  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  for  furs  (of  which  beaver  money  was  the  main 
item  in  Oregon),  being  much  less  than  for  coin,  beaver  orders 
on  the  Hudson  Bay  Co  were  considered  the  best  money  in  the 
country. 

"  As  soon  as  we  commenced  making  the  coin,  gold  dust 
rose  to  $  16  per  ounce,  at  which  rate  we  exchanged  our  coin  for 
dust,  when  so  requested. 

"After  having  issued  someSIO.OOO,  and  broken  both  of 
our  crucibles  (we  had  with  much  trouble  only  been  able  to 
procure  two),  and  having  effected  ourobject,  viz:  -  Raised  the 
price  of  gold  dust  and  stopped  the  influx  of  South  American 
currency,  and  every  piece  that  we  coined  being  at  the  expense 
of  the  company,  we  concluded  to  cease  operations  and  did  so 

"I  send  you  an  assay  made  for  us  at  the  US.  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  in  1850;  the  first  mentioned  on  the  memorandum 
was  the  clippings  of  the  last  coining,  and  the  contents  of  our 
last  crucible,  when  it  broke,  together  with  some  very  tine  Yuba 
dust;  the  second  is  our  Oregon  beaver  coin,  and  1  assure  you 
that  every  coin  in  this  assay  was  so  abraded,  that  the  design 
was  almost  indistinguishable,  from  the  wear  by  contact  with 
alloyed  and,  of  course,  harder  coin 

"I  also  send  you  the  dies,  which,  if  you  see  proper,  I 
would  like  to  have  deposited  with  the  $10  piece  you  allude  to. 
They  were  made  by  W.H.  Rector  and  Hamilton  Cambell  in 
Oregon. 

"If  you  do  not  see  proper  to  so  dispose  of  the  dies, 
please  return  them  to  me  by  a  safe  hand. 

"1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"Yours,  respectfully, 

"J.G.  CAMPBELL 

"The  designs  on  the  coins,  eagles  and  half  eagles  were 
as  follows: 

"On  the  eagles,  (Oregon  Exchange  Company,)  on  the 
margin,  and  (10  D  20  G  Native  Gold  Ten  D,)  across  the  face, 
and  on  the  reverse  side,  the  letters  (K.M.T.R.C.S.  (initial  letters 
of  the  bankers)  and  O.T.  (for  the  Territory)  1849)  on  the 
margin,  and  the  figure  of  a  beaver  in  the  centre;  on  the  half 
eagle,  the  same  as  on  the  first  side  of  the  eagle,  with  the 
exception  of  5  D  instead  of  10  D,  and  also  1 50C  instead  of  20G; 
and  on  the  reverse  side,  the  same  as  the  reverse  side  of  the 
eagle,  except  that  the  letter  (A)  appears  among  the  initial 
letters  on  the  margin,  which  is  supposed  to  represent  Gov 
Abemethy. 

Editor,  Statesman." 

An  account  written  in  1928  by  Fred  Lockley  told  of  a 
second-hand  account  furnished  by  a  descendant  of  Victor 
Monroe  Wallace,  giving  somewhat  different  information: 

"James  Taylor  of  Clatsop  Plains  was  appointed  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  mint,  Truman  P.  Powers,  treasurer,  W.H.  Willson, 
melter  and  coiner,  and  George  L.  Curry,  assayer...  A  com¬ 
pany  called  The  Oregon  Exchange  Company  was  formed  to 
operate  the  mint.  The  members  of  this  company  were  W  K. 
Kilboume,  Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George 
Abemethy,  W.H.  Willson,  W.H.  Rector,  J.G.  Campbell  and 
Noyes  Smith.  Mr.  Rector  was  employed  as  coiner.  Various 
historians  have  stated  that  J.G.  Campbell  made  the  stamps  and 
dies.  This  is  not  correct,  for  Mr.  Campbell  did  not  understand 
the  use  of  tools  and  could  not  have  made  them.  He  was 
authorized,  however,  to  have  the  stamps  and  dies  made.  He 
employed  a  jeweler  at  Salem  to  make  the  dies  for  the  $5  gold 
piece  and  he  hired  my  father  to  make  the  dies  for  the  $10  gold 
piece.  Father  was  employed  in  the  mint...." 

The  $5  gold  dies  bore  on  the  obverse  the  initials 


K  M.T.A  W.R.C.S ,  representing  the  names  of  the  company 
members.  The  G  was  an  error  and  should  have  been  C  for 
Campbell.  The  obverse  of  the  $5  piece  pictured  a  beaver  on  a 
log,  facing  to  the  right,  the  same  animal  which,  being  a 
trademark  of  the  Territory,  was  earlier  used  on  the  Northwest 
Co.  tokens  dated  1820  Below  was  the  designation  T.  O.  for 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  below  that,  the  year  1849,  with 
branches  to  the  sides.  On  the  reverse  appeared  the  notation 
OREGON  EXCHANGE  COMPANY,  130C  NATIVECOLD5 
D.  The  pieces  contained  130  grains  of  gold,  or  nearly  5_ 
pennyweight 

The  $10  coins  were  a  variation  of  the  same  general 
motif  and  seem  to  be  of  the  same  general  workmaaship,  but 
may  have  been  cut  by  a  different  personas  related  above  If  so, 
the  same  tools  were  probably  used 

In  his  memorable  book  published  last  year,  America's 
Money,  America  *  Story,  Richard  Doty  commented  “The  dies 
for  this  coinage  still  exist,  housed  at  the  Oregon  Historical 
Society  in  Portland  ..[1  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  them  | 
When  I  did  so,  one  thing  became  apparent  the  Oregon  pio¬ 
neers  were  striking  their  eagles  and  half  eagles  by  hand, 
without  the  intervention  of  an  ordinary  coining  press  The 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  fit  together  in  a  kind  of  socket, 
wherein  one  die  was  actually  sunk  into  a  depression,  articu¬ 
lated  with  the  other  A  planchet  could  be  dropped  into  the  hole 
and  positioned  atop  the  lower  die  Then  the 'press'  wasclosed. 
and  the  top  die  was  struck  with  a  sledgehammer  When  the 
apparatus  was  opened,  the  finished  coin  could  be  tapped  out 
with  a  wooden  mallet..  ." 

Coinage  amounted  to  approximately  6,000  of  the  $5 
pieces  and  2,850  $10  corns.  These  were  accepted  at  face  value 
in  trade  throughout  the  Oregon  Territory,  which  at  that  time 
included  the  present  states  of  Oregon  and  Washington  and  all 
land  toward  the  east  reaching  to  the  Rockv  Mountains.  At  the 
time  Oregon  City  had  approximately  1,000  white  citizens, 
while  the  entire  Territory  comprised  about  9,000  immigrant 
inhabitants.  Many  of  the  Oregon  gold  coins  were  sent  to 
California  in  payment  for  merchandise,  San  Francisco  having 
established  itse  lf  by  1849  as  the  leading  commercial  center  of 
the  West  Coast. 

In  Portland,  the  first  bank  of  importance  seems  to  have 
been  set  up  in  rooms  over  the  grocery  store  of  Ladd  &  Tilton 
in  1859and  given  the  impressive  title  of  Bank  of  Oregon.  At  the 
time,  individuals  and  partnerships  could  engage  in  banking, 
but  no  charter  or  sanction  was  given  by  the  state  government 
Certain  of  the  $5  and  $10  gold  "beaver"  coins  were  still  in 
circulation,  and  Ladd  &  Tilton  counterstamped  some  of  them 
with  its  advertisement  Fhe  firm  remained  prominent  for  the 
easuing  decade  and  was  often  mentioned  in  accounts  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  especially  metal  brought  from  the  eastern 
reaches  of  the  state  and  from  Idaho  Eventually  nearly  allot  the 
Oregon  Exchange  Co.  coins  were  melted  However,  when 
Albert  D  Richardson  traveled  through  the  state  in  1865  he 
noted  in  his  journal  (as  given  in  Beyond  the  Mississippi,  1867.  p 
408)  that  an  occasional  piece  could  still  be  found 

Pattern  Coins 


Our  selection  of  pattern  coins  includes  specimens 
from  the  well-known  Harry  VV.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection.  In 
this  context,  we  reprint  a  few  remarks  we  made  in  the 
Bass  Collection  catalogue: 

Patterns  represent  the  minted  story  of  what  might 
have  been,  but  wasn't,  in  American  coinage.  Coins 
with  holes  at  the  center  in  the  Oriental  style  (the  1850 
annular  or  "ring"  cent  is  an  example),  suggested  but 
never  adopted  series  (the  lightweight  Standard  Silver 
issues  of  1869-1870),  special  purpose  coins  (the  Post¬ 
age  Currency  redemption  10-cent  pieces  of  1863),  and 
others  are  fascinating  to  study  and  own  today. 

Still  other  issues  were  made  to  test  designs  or 
motifs,  such  as  the  William  Barber  "Sailor  Head" 


twenty-cent  pattern  of  1875  which,  in  actuality  is  not 
much  different  from  one  of  his  1873  trade  dollar  pat¬ 
tern  motifs;  George  T.  Morgan's  the  elegant 
"Schoolgirl"  silver  dollar  of  1879  (said  by  some  to  be 
the  most  beautiful  coin  in  the  American  series,  tenta¬ 
tively  called  by  us  a  "petition  dollar"  in  our 
description),  Longacre's  Indian  Princess  designs 
which  were  struck  after  he  died  and  which  were  later 
"improved"  (not  really)  by  his  successor,  William 
Barber,  and  others  each  have  their  own  stories. 

Among  American  coins  of  the  19th  century,  there 
were  two  standard  mottoes:  E  PLUKIBUS  UNUM 
and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  Even  though  few  people 
ever  knew  the  meaning  of  E  PLUKIBUS  UNUM,  it 
was  thought  to  be  absolutely  necessary  on  anv  coin 
with  a  diameter  large  enough  to  include  it.  Similarly, 
the  word  LIBERTY  was  a  "must  use"  on  a  given  die. 
Regarding  the  Deity,  although  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
was  adopted  in  1864  (first  used  that  vear  on  the  circu¬ 
lating  two-cent  piece)  and  has  not  been  changed 
since,  there  were  a  lot  of  other  ideas  that  fell  bv  the 
wayside,  including  GOD  AND  OUR  COUNTRY, 
UNION  k  LIBERTY,  and  GOD  OUR  TRUST  being 
three  examples.  On  the  other  hand,  a  curious  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare  pattern  trade  dollar  of  1876  (P-1624) 
gives  the  viewer  a  choice  of  mottoes  expressing  faith 
in  the  Supreme  Being:  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the 
obverse  and  GOD  OUR  TRUST  on  the  reverse! 

Sometimes,  pattern  coins  had  the  same  motto  ex¬ 
pressed  twice,  as  on  the  1885  dollar  patterns  with  E 
PLUR1BUS  UNUM  on  the  obverse  die  and,  for  good 
measure,  on  the  reverse  as  well.  Thus,  anyone  not 
knowing  the  meaning  of  this  motto  had  two  opportu¬ 
nities  to  think  about  it! 

Further  patterns  were  made  to  test  metals  and 
alloys  Prominent  are  the  various  five-cent  issues  of 
1883  with  different  proportions  of  nickel  and  silver 


Byron  IV.  Reminisces 

"I  have  just  finished  reviewing  the 
1  larrv  Bass  catalogue  and  I  found  your 
write-ups  on  the  various  patterns  abso¬ 
lutely  fascinating.  I  am  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  next  catalogue!  1  collected 
pattern  coins  years  ago,  mainly  dollar- 
size  copper  coins  and  had  the  1879 
Washlady,  1872  Amazonian,  and  vari¬ 
ous  transitionals,  all  in  copper. 

"I  only  bid  against  Harry  Bass  in 
one  auction.  It  may  have  been  the 
DiBello  sale,  competing  for  copper  pat¬ 
terns  and  also  an  1877  $50  in  copper.  I 
finally  gave  up  on  the  $50  at  the  $5,000 
level,  but  soon  thereafter  bought  an¬ 
other  variety  of  $50  copper  piece  from 
Sol  Kaplan  for  $4,500.  Those  were  the 
days!" 
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and  a  few  early  aluminum  issues  when  that  metal 
was  semi-precious  (before  electrolytic  refining  be¬ 
came  a  reality)  and  was  considered  as  a  silver 
substitute.  Of  course,  the  rule  is  often  the  exception 
when  it  comes  to  patterns,  and  the  present  commen¬ 
tary  would  not  be  complete  unless  we  mentioned  that 
the  series  includes  many  Standard  Silver  coins  that 
are  struck  in  copper  or  aluminum,  etc.  If  Robert  Ripley 
had  wanted  to  make  a  "Believe  It  Or  Not"  Museum  of 
Numismatics,  he  could  have  saved  a  lot  of  time  by 
simply  acquiring  patterns! 

Some  patterns  are  "mulings"  —  combinations  of 
dies  that  would  never  have  served  for  coinage  pur¬ 
poses,  such  as  the  obverse  of  a  silver  dollar  with  the 
reverse  of  a  trade  dollar— or  in  one  dramatic  instance 
in  the  Bass  Collection,  the  obverse  of  a  $20  gold  mo¬ 
tif  and  the  reverse  of  a  trade  dollar  (P-1431,  at  once  a 
great  rarity  and  a  coin  that  defies  all  logic). 

New  monetary  standards  and  ideas  saw  fruition 
among  patterns,  sometimes  later  reaching  the  circu¬ 
lating  series,  but  sometimes  not.  The  goloid  metric 
alloy  and  related  dollars  were  a  bright  idea  circa  1878- 
1880,  and  many  pattern^  were  produced,  but  no  such 
coins  were  ever  made  for  circulation.  Ditto  for  the 
ideas  of  Dana  Bickford  and  others  regarding  coins 
that  could  be  traded  internationally,  instead  of  just 
within  the  borders  of  our  nation. 

Rounding  out  the  general  category  of  patterns  are 
special  pieces  that  were  struck  for  sale  to  numisma¬ 
tists,  often  unofficially  and  as  a  way  to  provide  a  few 
extra  dollars  in  the  pockets  of  Mint  insiders.  We  can 
mentioned  the  numismatically  enlightened  James 
Ross  Snowden,  who  served  as  director  of  the  Mint 
1853-1861,  and  who  did  much  to  advance  a  fine  rela¬ 
tionship  between  collectors  and  the  Mint.  We  can  also 
mention  Henry  Richard  Linderman,  M.D.,  who 
served  as  director  at  a  later  time,  who  was  a  brilliant 
man  and  a  numismatist,  but  who  had  a  devious  twist 
to  his  character  — as  public  officials  in  positions  of 
authority  sometimes  have— and  who  commissioned 
his  minions  to  strike  rarities  for  his  personal  collec¬ 
tion,  while  disseminating  much  misleading  and  false 
information  to  numismatic  scholars,  collectors,  and 
dealers  who  asked  what  the  heck  was  going  on. 

Today,  by  careful  study  of  die  states  and  charac¬ 
teristics,  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  sort  out  the  intent 
and  purpose  of  a  given  pattern.  Sometimes  — but  not 
too  often  — the  production  of  such  pieces  is  docu¬ 
mented  by  surviving  Mint  correspondence  preserved 
in  the  National  Archives.  In  recent  decades,  scholars 
such  as  Walter  H.  Breen,  Don  Taxay,  and  R.W.  Julian 
have  made  extensive  use  of  this  research.  In  still 
fewer  instances,  congressional  documents  relate  to 
patterns,  the  goloid  metric  dollars  of  1878-1880  being 
an  example. 

Studying  the  die  characteristics  of  pattern  coins  is 
a  fascinating  pursuit.  It  does  not  strain  credulity  to 
state  that  while  the  present  catalogue  took  a  lot  of 
time  and  effort  to  prepare,  an  additional  year  could 
have  been  spent,  and  not  all  available  knowledge 
would  have  been  gained.  This  reflects  that  today  the 
field  is  rich  with  interesting  dies,  coins,  and  history 
inviting  discovery  and  study. 


As  a  general  rule,  patterns  made  specifically  for 
numismatists  were  struck  from  carefully  polished 
Proof  dies  and  are  deeply  mirrorlike.  Patterns  struck 
for  true  pattern  purposes  to  test  various  concepts 
were  often  made  from  hastily  finished  dies  showing 
many  raised  parallel  striae  or  die  lines,  criss-crossed 
raised  lines,  etc.  There  is  no  line  of  demarcation,  as,  of 
course,  a  true  pattern  die  used  later  to  strike  numis¬ 
matic  delicacies  would  still  show  characteristics  of 
being  hastily  made. 

1858  pattern  Indian  cent.  Pollock-259,  Judd-208. 

Proof-63.  Obverse  dated  1858,  but  of  the  same  type 
adopted  in  1859.  Reverse  with  laurel  wreath  as  is¬ 
sued  in  1859  only.  Ever  popular  as  an  eye-catching 
conversation  piece.  Only  a  few  hundred  are  known 
to  exist;  it  is  at  least  two  or  three  times  rarer  than 
an  equivalent  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent . 1,495 

1859  pattern  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859  (regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular  is¬ 
sue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this  highly  im¬ 
portant  coin . 1,695 


Gem  Proof  1884  "Holey"  Cent 


1884  pattern  cent.  P-1930,  J-1722,  Rarity-7. 
Eastman  Johnson's  "holey"  design.  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Reflective 
light  gray  with  cameo  devices.  The  reverse 
fields  are  more  deeply  mirrored  close  to  the 
devices.  A  superb  example  from  the  Harry  W. 

Bass,  Jr.  Collection . 2,550 

1869  pattern  three-cent  nickel  piece.  P-753,  J-676. 
Rarity-5.  Coronet  Head.  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Plain 


Harvest  Time? 

You  have  been  collecting  for  many 
years,  possibly  for  many  de¬ 
cades.  Then  comes 
the  time  to  sell. 
When  it  is  "har¬ 
vest  time"  for 
you,  think  of  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc. 
Telephone  John 
.  Pack,  manager  of 
our  auction  department,  and  he  will  do 
the  rest!  Call  our  toll-free  number:  (800) 
458-4646.  In  New  Hampshire  call  569- 
5095. 


edge.  Slightly  reflective  pale  gray  surfaces  with 
moderate  hairlines.  Rather  unimpressive  design 
details.  An  "economy"  specimen  that  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please . 950 


1882  Pattern  Shield  Nickel 
P-1897  in  Aluminum 


1882  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-1897,  J-1695.  Rarity-7. 
Shield  obverse.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Aluminum. 
Plain  edge.  A  superb  example,  save  for  a  small 
scrape  on  the  reverse  rim  at  7:00  (otherwise  PCGS 
might  have  called  it  Proof-66?).  Deeply  mirrored 
light  gray  surfaces  with  sharply  detailed  cameo 
devices . 3,795 

1896  Pattern  Shield  Nickel 
P-1987  in  Nickel-Copper  Alloy 
1896  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-1987,  J-1770.  Rarity- 
6.  Shield  obverse.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel-cop¬ 
per.  Plain  edge.  Deeply  mirrored  light  gray 
surfaces  with  light  cameo  devices.  An  attractive 
example.  A  few  minor  spots  and  abrasions  are 
visible . 1,995 

Another  1896  Pattern  Shield  Nickel 
P-1987  in  Nickel-Copper  Alloy 
1896  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-1987,  J-1770.  Rarity- 
6.  Shield  obverse.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Nickel-cop¬ 
per.  Plain  edge.  Very  faint  gold  toning  with  light 
cameo  devices.  Very  light  hairlines  and  other 

abrasions  are  noted . 1,895 

1869  pattern  dime.  P-787,  J-708.  Rarity-5.  Standard 

Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge. 
Sharply  struck  with  the  exception  of  slight  weak¬ 
ness  at  the  top  of  Liberty's  head  and  the  bottom 
of  the  wreath.  Moderately  deep  toning  blends 
russet,  blue,  and  amber.  The  fields  are  quite  reflec¬ 
tive  with  cameo  devices.  A  small  planchet  defect 
is  visible  in  the  right  obverse  field,  beside 

Liberty's  chin . 1,750 

Pattern  1870  Barber  Liberty  Seated  10C 
P-922  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  dime.  P-922,  J-832.  Rarity-7.  Barber's 
Liberty  Seated  obverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Plain  edge.  Deeply  reflective  with  moderate 
cameo  devices  and  a  few  faint  hairlines.  Mostly 
brilliant  with  a  trace  of  steel  toning  at  the  periph¬ 
eries . 3,050 
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|L  by  Henry  T.  Hettger 

Mint  Salaries  and  Seigniorage 

1835  vs.  1997 


Some  time  ago  an  article  in  a  numis¬ 
matic  publication  indicated  that  the  United 
States  Mint  earned  $18  million  profit  from 
its  numismatic  programs  in  the  fiscal  year 
1997.'  Gross  revenues  of  the  program 
amounted  to  $415,091,000,  thus  making  the 
Mint  by  far  the  world's  largest  "coin 
dealer,"  a  status  that  Dave  Bowers  tells  me 
it  first  achieved  back  in  1859  (when  the 
Mint,  under  the  directorship  of  James  Ross 
Snowden,  produced  restrikes  in  quantity 
for  collectors).  This  healthy  profit  is  a  big 
plus  for  the  Mint  today.  Perhaps  the  Mint 
should  apply  for  membership  in  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatists  Guild! 

While  investigating  data  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Archives  1  encountered  some  Mint 
correspondence  dated  1835.  There  were  no 
"numismatic  programs"  in  effect  back 
then,  but  profits  called  seigniorage  were 
made  from  the  difference  between  the  face 
value  of  copper  coins  and  the  cost  of  mak¬ 
ing  them. 

In  the  1830s  the  Mint  was  cognizant  of 
collectors'  interest  in  coins,  as  evidenced 
by  recent  efforts  which  have  revealed  that 
Robert  Gilmor,  a  Baltimore  collector,  was 
aided  in  his  efforts  by  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  which  provided  him  with  a  set  of  the 
U.S.  coins  coined  in  1836.1 2 *  The  Mint  began 
catering  to  the  interests  of  numismatists  in 
a  serious  way  in  1858  with  the  distribution 
of  Proof  coins  and  sets  on  a  widespread 
basis  (some  210  or  so  silver  sets  were  sold 
this  year),  and,  as  noted,  in  a  larger  but 
somewhat  unofficial  way  in  1859  with  the 
restriking  of  coins. 

An  interesting  letter  dated  January  20, 
1835,  from  Dr.  Samuel  Moore,  director  of 
the  Mint  in  Philadelphia,  to  the  Hon.  Levi 
Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
Washington,  contains  a  submission  for  his 
consideration  and  approbation  regarding 
the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation  of  the 


officers  of  the  Mint.  There  had  been  no 
change  in  Mint  salaries  since  their  estab¬ 
lishment  by  the  Act  of  April  2,  1792.  It 
seems  that  increases  were  long  overdue. 
The  current  compensations  for  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint,  still  un¬ 
changed,  were  set  forth  in  writing  later  in 
the  year  1835,  bv  the  next  Director  of  the 
Mint,  Robert  M.  Patterson  on  September 
30,  1835,  as  follows: 

Robert  M.  Patterson  •  Director  •  $2,000 
William  Findlay  •  Treasurer  •  $1,200 
Adam  Eckfeldt  •  Chief  coiner  •  $1,500 
Joseph  Cloud  •  Melter  &  refiner  •  $1,500 
Jacob  R.  Eckfeldt  •  Assayer  •  $1,500 
William  Kneass  •  Engraver  •  $1,200 
Franklin  Peale  •  Assistant  assayer  •  $1,000 
JohnS.  Benezet  •  Treasurer's  clerk  •  $1,000 
William  E.  Dubois  •  Director's  clerk  •  $700 
Total  Annual  Compensation:  $1 1,600 

The  above  list  did  not  include  laborers 
at  the  Mint,  nor  were  outside  suppliers 
listed. 

The  Mint  of  the  United  States  distin¬ 
guished  itself  by  often  coining  sufficient 
quantities  of  copper  cents,  whereby  the 
seigniorage  resulting  from  their  yearly  is¬ 
suance  occasionally  offset  the  cost  of  the 
annual  compensation  of  director,  officers 
and  clerks  for  the  year. 

The  substantial  mintage  of  cents  in 
1835  is  placed  at  3,878,400  pieces.  Dr.  Rob¬ 
ert  M.  Patterson  reported  a  seigniorage  of 
30%  on  the  coining  of  cents.  Thus, 
3,878,400  divided  by  100  equals  $38,784 
times  .3  equals  $11,635.20,  just  slightly 
greater  than  the  annual  compensation  re¬ 
ported  above  for  officers  and  clerks.  Thus, 
profit  on  cents  took  care  of  the  salaries  of 
the  top  people  at  the  Mint. 

By  comparison,  the  budget  at  the 
Mint  (including  branches)  for  fiscal  year 


1999  is  $78,000,000  for  salaries  of  officers 
and  workers  performing  2,073  "work 
years”  of  effort. 

In  1835,  there  was  little  profit  to  be 
made  in  the  coinage  of  silver  and  gold  at 
the  Mint,  as  such  pieces  had  a  metal  value 
worth  close  to  face  value.  As  noted,  profit 
was  made  with  copper  cents. 

Today,  things  are  vastly  different,  as 
the  former  silver  denominations  — the 
dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar —  contain 
no  precious  metal  at  all.  Thus,  the  Mint 
reported  that  in  fiscal  year  1997  it  trans¬ 
ferred  the  staggering  amount  of 
$465,000,000  to  the  general  fund  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  seigniorage.4 


1  Numismatic  News,  May  12, 1998,  p.  21. 

Orosz,  Joel  J.,  and  Lance  Humphries,  "New  Re¬ 
search  Illuminates  Robert  Gilmor,  Jr.,"  Ttw  Numisma¬ 
tist,  American  Numismatic  Association,  Vol.  109, 
Number  11,  Nov.  19%,  p.  1327-8. 

•’  Letter  from  Robert  M.  Patterson,  Director  of  the 
Mint,  presumably  to  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  dated  Oct.  9, 1835,  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,  Philadelphia,  National  Archives,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

4  Appendix,  Budget  of  the  U.S.  Government, 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  U.S.  Mint,  U.S.G.P.O., 
1998,  p.  790. 
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1870  Pattern  Standard  Silver  10C 
P-963  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  dime.  P-963,  J-867.  Rarity-7.  Standard 
Silver.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge. 
Faint  champagne  toning  over  brilliant  silver  sur¬ 
faces  with  deeply  reflective  fields  and  cameo  de¬ 
vices.  Sharply  struck . 2,295 

Notable  1875  Pattern  20C 
P-1546  in  Silver 


1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  P-1546,  J-1403.  Rar¬ 
ity-6.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore.  Proof-63  (PCGS). 
Silver.  Plain  edge.  Mottled  obverse  with  steel 
blue,  amber,  and  light  green.  The  reverse  is 
mostly  light  gold  and  blue.  A  number  of  light 
hairlines  and  other  abrasions  are  present,  mostly 
on  the  obverse.  As  a  class,  pattern  20C  pieces  are 
quite  scarce . 5,095 


Transitional  Pattern  1864  25C 
P-455  in  Copper 


1864  pattern  Seated  Liberty  quarter.  P-455,  J-387. 
Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Struck  in  copper.  Reeded 
edge.  Transitional  issue  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
reverse  as  first  regularly  used  in  1866 .  2,995 

Lovely  1870  Pattern  25C 
P-1015  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  quarter.  P-1015,  J-900.  Rarity-5+.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  A  heavily  frosted  cameo  Proof  with  faint 
gold  toning  and  a  few  very  minor  hairlines. 


Sharply  struck  and  quite  desirable . 2,295 

Cameo  Proof  1838  Pattern  50C 
P-75  in  Silver 


1838  pattern  half  dollar.  P-75,  J-72.  Rarity-5. 
Gobrecht's  Liberty  obverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS). 
Silver.  Reeded  edge.  An  attractive  cameo  Proof 
with  faint  gold  toning  and  only  a  few  very  minor 
impairments  (taken  care  of  by  the  PCGS  grade 
designation) . 4,450 

Interesting  1859  Pattern  50C 
P-296  in  Copper 

1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-296,  J-240.  Rarity-5. 
French  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Cop¬ 
per.  Reeded  edge.  A  lovely  example  of  this  design 
with  deep  orange  highlighted  by  vivid  blue.  Very 
sharply  struck  and  quite  desirable . 1,895 

Cameo  Proof  1859  Pattern  50C 
P-303  in  Silver 


1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-303,  J-245.  Rarity-7. 
French  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  A  light  cameo  Proof  with  moder¬ 
ately  reflective  surfaces  and  minor  hairlines. 
Sharply  struck.  The  obverse  has  a  knife  rim  from 
11:00  to  2:00 .  3,795 


Standard  Silver  1869  Pattern  50C 
P-838  in  Silver 


1869  pattern  half  dollar.  P-838,  J-754.  Rarity-5+.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 


edge.  Attractive  cameo  Proof  with  deep  mirrored 
fields  and  heavily  frosted  devices.  Faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  enhances  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this 
truly  lovely  coin . 2,650 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50< 

P-1053  in  Silver 

1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1053,  J-940.  Rarity-7.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge. 
Sharply  struck  with  moderate  cameo  devices. 
Light  gold  toning  with  a  few  minor  hairlines  and 
other  impairments . 1,895 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50< 

P-1073  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1073,  J-945.  Rarity-7.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Moderately  contrasting  cameo  Proof  with 
faint  gold  toning.  A  few  hairlines  are  noted  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse . 2,450 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50C 
P-1094  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1094,  J-951.  Rarity-5+. 
Standard  Silver.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Bright  silver  obverse  with  lightly  toned  re¬ 
verse.  A  lovely  cameo  Proof  with  heavily  frosted 
devices.  The  toning  tends  to  obscure  the 
reflectivity  of  the  reverse . 2,275 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50c 
P-1102  in  Silver 


1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1102, 1  -982.  Rarity-7.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver  Plain  edge 
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Very  sharply  struck  with  brilliant  silver  surfaces 
and  a  whisper  of  light  gold  toning.  A  superb  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharply  contrasting  mirrored  fields 
and  cameo  devices . 4,950 

Standard  Silver  1870  Pattern  50c 
P-1108  in  Silver 

1870  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1108,  J-957.  Rarity -6.  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  A  gem  cameo  Proof  with  bright  silvery 
white  surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck  with  deeply 
reflective  fields . 1,895 

Morgan's  Liberty  Head  1879  Pattern  50c 
P-1796  in  Silver 


1879  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1796,  J-1601.  Rarity-6. 
Morgan's  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  (PCGS)  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  Weak  central  details,  stronger  about 
the  peripherv.  Light  die  striae  are  noted.  An  at¬ 
tractive  cameo  Proof  with  attractive  iridescent 
toning  in  rose,  blue-green,  and  lilac .  15,500 


Another  Morgan  Liberty  Head  1879  50c 
P-1797  in  Copper 


1879  pattern  half  dollar.  P-1797,  J-1602.  Rarity-7. 
Morgan's  Liberty  Head.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS). 
Copper.  Reeded  edge.  An  incredible  gem  with  ab¬ 
solutely  full,  bright  mint  reel.  Delightful  cameo  con¬ 
trast  and  pristine  surfaces.  A  superb  gem.  1 1 ,500 


1871  Indian  Princess  Pattern  $1 
P-1289  in  Copper 


1871  pattern  dollar.  P-1289,  J-1147.  Rarity-6+.  In¬ 


dian  Princess  obverse.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS). 
Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Brown  with  tinges  of  red. 
A  splendid  specimen,  well  struck,  and  with  ev¬ 
erything  sharply  defined.  Rich  brown  surfaces 
are  accented  with  tinges  of  magenta  and  electric 
blue  . 4,550 


Rare  1878  Morgan  Pattern  SI 
P-1732  in  Copper 


1878  pattern  dollar.  P-1732,  J-1565.  Rarity-7. 
Morgan's  Liberty  Head.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS). 
Copper.  Reeded  edge . 15,250 


Pattern  1878  Si  by  Barber 
P-1734  in  Copper 


1878  pattern  dollar.  P-1734,  J-1555.  Rarity-7.  Barber's 
Liberty  Head.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Copper. 
Reeded  edge.  Lovely  surfaces,  mosth  mint  red 
with  attractive  delicate  toning . 7,250 

1880  Metric  Pattern  Si 
P-1848  in  Silver 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1848,  J-1648.  Rarity-6+.  8/7. 
Metric  reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  The  obverse  is  deeply  mirrorlike.  The  re¬ 
verse,  upon  close  examination,  shows  some 
planchet  preparation  lines  at  the  center,  as 


made.  Surfaces  on  the  reverse  are  brilliant, 
with  a  delicate  hint  of  gold . 6,350 

1880  Coloid  Metric  Pattern  SI 
P-1851  in  Goloid  or  Related  Alloy 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1851,  J-1651.  Rarity -6.  Metric 
reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Goloid  metric  dollar. 
Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Delicate 
toning.  The  reverse  shows  some  slight  traces  of 
light  striking  at  the  center,  not  unusual  for  the 
issue . . . . . . . 5,095 


1885  Lettered  Edge  Morgan  Si 
P-1961  in  Aluminum 


1885  pattern  dollar.  P-1961,  J-1749.  Rarity-7. 
Morgan's  l  iberty  Head.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Alumi¬ 
num.  Lettered  edge.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light 
grav  toning . 6,325 

1873  Indian  Princess  Pattern  Trade  SI 
P-1453  in  Silver 


1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  P-1453,  J-1310.  Rarity-4. 
Indian  Princess  obverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Sil¬ 
ver.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
touch  of  golden  toning  is  seen  over  deep  mirror 
surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  guaranteed  to 
please  the  pattern  collector . 4,795 
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1878  Metric  Pattern  $5  Half  Eagle 
P-1759  in  Copper 


1878  pattern  half  eagle.  P-1759,  J-1568a.  Rarity-6+. 
Liberty  Head.  Proof-60.  Copper,  gilt.  Reeded 
edge.  Pale  gold  with  some  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Matte-like  surfaces . 3,150 


1878  Metric  Pattern  $5  Half  Eagle 
P-1762  in  Copper 


1878  pattern  half  eagle.  P-1762,  J-1573.  Rarity-7.  Lib¬ 
erty  Head.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded 
edge.  Rich  brown  with  hints  of  iridescence.  A 
breathtakingly  beautiful,  splendid  coin . 6,325 


Likes  Our  Publications 


The  following  is  from  ].D.W.,  a  Canadian 
client: 

"I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  you 
and  your  firm  are  doing  a  wonderful  job  of 
producing  auction  catalogues.  I  know  that 
many  others  have  mentioned  this,  how¬ 
ever,  I  wanted  to  add  my  own  feelings  and 
say  that  the  Bowers  and  Merena  team  ef¬ 
forts  are  second  to  none!  I  now  know  why 
your  firm  has  won  more  'Catalogue  of  the 
Year  Awards'  presented  by  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Literary  Guild  than  all  of  your  com¬ 
petitors  combined. 

"Every  time  I  peruse  one  of  your  cata¬ 
logues  it  gives  me  a  feeling  of  inferiority  to¬ 
wards  my  own  collection.  I  am  not  just  refer¬ 
ring  to  Norweb's  and  Eliasberg's  catalogues 
but  any  collection  you  and  your  firm  hap¬ 
pened  to  catalogue.  I  am  a  person  of  modest 
income  and  winning  bids  are  far  and  few  in 
between.  What  gives  me  the  most  pleasure  is 
an  opportunity  to  peruse  your  fine  cata¬ 
logues  and  for  this  I  say  'Thank  you!'  Al¬ 
though  adding  to  my  collection  is  slow,  I  do 
enjoy  reading  about  numismatics  and  have 
been  adding  to  my  numismatic  library  more. 

"I  really  enjoy  your  writing  style  and  am 
trying  to  read  all  the  books  which  you  have 
authored.  So  far  I  have  read  and  own  the 
following:  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins,  Virgil 
Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era  (of  which  I  have 
two  copies;  the  first  copy  was  autographed 
but  in  used  condition  so  when  I  saw  a  new 
copy  I  couldn't  resist  because  it  was  in  a 
higher  grade!),  A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market  1990  edition,  High  Profits  from 
Rare  Coin  Investment  12th  Edition  (if  there  is 
a  newer  edition,  can  you  please  let  me  know 


so  I  cair  try  to  locate  a  copy?),  An  Inside  View 
of  the  Coin  Hobby  in  the  1903s:  The  Walter  P. 
Nichols  File,  the  Numismatists'  Companion 
Books  (I  have  read  seven  out  of  eight  and  am 
missing  only  The  Fireside  Companion  which 
seems  to  be  sold  out  and  a  second  edition  is 
not  yet  printed). 

"I  have  just  ordered  from  your  publica¬ 
tion  department  the  following:  The  Norweb 
Collection:  An  American  Fegacy  and 
Photograde,  by  James  F.  Ruddy,  18th  Edi¬ 
tion.  I  know  the  grading  book  is  not  your 
work,  but  know  all  about  Jim  Ruddy's  bi¬ 
ography  as  he  is  mentioned  so  much  in 
your  writings. 

"One  of  my  favorite  topics  is  biogra¬ 
phies.  I  avidly  look  forward  to  reading 
these  in  each  new  catalogue  your  firm  puts 
out.  I  hope  to  eventually  plan  on  acquiring 
Fouis  F.  Fliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  and 
other  books  in  print  authored  by  yourself. 
You  seem  to  have  become  my  mentor,  and 
I  am  slowly  starting  to  write  articles  per¬ 
taining  to  numismatic  subjects. 

"Maybe  someday  I  will  write  an  article 
that  you  may  want  to  publish  in  your  Rare 
Coin  Review  and  to  have  it  further  pub¬ 
lished  in  a  future  Numismatist's  Companion 
book!  At  this  time  I  can  only  dream  of  own¬ 
ing  a  first-class  collection,  a  fine  numis¬ 
matic  library,  and  the  talent  and  entertain¬ 
ing  writing  style  which  you  possess. 

"I  cannot  even  imagine  how  busy  you 
must  be  and  hope  you  get  a  chance  to  read 
a  positive  letter  such  as  this. 

"Thank  you  again.  You  and  your  staff 
have  made  numismatics  enjoyable  for  me." 
-J.D.W. 


1878  Metric  Pattern  $5  Half  Eagle 
P-1762  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1878  pattern  half  eagle.  P-1762  gilt,  J-1573.  Rarity-7. 
Liberty  Head.  Proof-60.  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
Light  yellow-gold,  polished  at  one  time . 4,295 


1861  Pattern  $10  Eagle 
P-338  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1861  pattern  eagle.  P-338  gilt,  J-285.  Rarity-7.  Lib¬ 
erty  Head.  With  Motto.  Proof-63.  Copper,  gilt. 
Reeded  edge.  Bright  yellow-gold  with  deep 
Proof  surfaces  and  a  few  very  minor  hairlines. 
Sharply  struck . 2,795 


1878  Pattern  $10  Eagle 
P-1773  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1878  pattern  eagle.  P-1773  gilt,  J-1580.  Rarity-6+. 
Capped  Liberty  Head.  Proof-62.  Copper,  gilt. 
Reeded  edge.  Air  attractive  cameo  Proof  with  con¬ 
siderable  mirrored  surfaces.  The  gilded  surfaces 
show  minor  hairlines  and  other  abrasions.  6,350 


1870  Pattern  $20  Double  Eagle 
P-1173  in  Copper,  Gilt 


1870  pattern  double  eagle.  P-1173,  J-1038.  Raritv-7. 
Adopted  type.  Proof-63.  Copper,  gilt.  Reeded 
edge.  A  lovely,  highly  reflective  Proof  with  light 
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Miscellany  for  Sale 


c4» - 

cameo  contrast.  Sharply  struck  with  bright  green¬ 
ish  yellow  gilt  surfaces.  A  truly  delightful  coin  for 
the  double  eagle  specialist . 10,950 

Counterstamped  Coins 

1807  Draped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  with 

"R.  Keen"  on  the  obverse.  F . 195 

1863  Indian  cent  "NY-650-A-1."  VG.  Merchant  coun¬ 
terstamp,  quasi  "Civil  War  token"  with  W.P. 
Davis,  Engine,  Calendar  &  Tile  Machine  Manf'r 
No.  Bloomfield  NY.  Interesting  and  rather  spec¬ 
tacular  in  appearance.  First  seen! . 475 

1874  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  counterstamped 
with  SAGE'S  CANDY  COIN.  VG.  A  somewhat 
mysterious  issue;  in  1874  the  proprietor  of  Sage's 
Candy  apparently  featured  silver  quarters,  half 
dollars,  and  trade  dollars  as  a  promotion  of  some 
type.  No  other  dates  or  denominations  are 
known,  nor  is  the  identity  of  Sage  known  (it  is  not 
our  early  numismatic  dealer  luminary,  Augustus 
B.  Sage). . 295 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

Atwood's  Railroad  Hotel,  New  York  City.  Low-201. 
Copper.  Rarity-7.  AU-58.  Depicts  Washington  on 
horseback.  One  of  the  most  famous  of  all  19th- 
century  New  York  City  store  cards  and  transpor¬ 
tation  tokens . 1,795 

"Grand  Series  of  National  Medals" 
Events  in  British  History 
Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 
1820  "Grand  Series  of  National  Medals"  published 
by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This  lovely 
set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  original  book-style  catalogue 
listing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered.  Original 
subscribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majesty 
King  George  IV  and  included  many  other  lumi¬ 
naries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of 
various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  sug¬ 
gested  by  Mudie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet, 
Dubois,  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon,  among 
others.  Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 
with  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  un¬ 
der  magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  doing).  Proofs,  mirror  finish,  some  light  han¬ 
dling  marks.  Attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid 
set  that  would  make  a  fantastic  display  in  an  of¬ 
fice  or  cabinet  of  curiosities— the  latter  being  how 
such  sets  were  displayed  in  country  houses, 
castles,  or  even  John  Allan's  (see  below)  town 
house  in  New'  York  City.  Includes  40  medals,  41.1 
mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case  with  gold 
embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accompanying 
bound  catalogue  or  book . 19,500 

Only  three  Americans  were  subscribers  to  this  set  in 
1820:  "Allan,  John,  Esq.  United  States,"  Mr.  Paine  (New  York), 
and  Thomas  Lyman,  Esq.  ("United  States"). 


Other  subscribers  included  His  Ma|esty  George  IV, 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  and  a  list  of  other  royal  and  state  personages 
It  seemed  that  no  British  palace  or  country  estate  would  have 
been  complete  without  a  set!  Other  patrons,  obscure  and  well 
known,  included  these  selected  listings  "Miss  Scott,  Rose 
Cottage,  Cobham,"  Lieutenant  General  Duncan  Campbell 
(who  ordered  three  full  sets),  the  partnership  of  Zanetti  and 
Agnew,  Manchester,  who  ordered  6  sets;  Messrs  Marsh  it  Co., 
Bankers;  Messrs  Thomason  and  Jones,  of  Birmingham,  two 
sets,  Thomason  being  a  well-known  engraver  of  the  period, 
William  VVvon,  distinguished  engraver  at  the  Royal  Mint, 
London.  Quantity  purchasers  included  Messrs  Solomon  and 
Lewis,  location  not  given,  50  sets;  Mr  M  Young,  location  not 
given,  55  sets,  and  Mr  Whiteavesof  Fleet  Street,  London,  w  ho 
signed  up  for  an  amazing  93  sets  Remarkable  for  their  absence 
are  collectors  and  engravers  from  France,  perhaps  due  to  the 
political  difficulties  between  England  and  France  in  recent 
times  However,  Mrs  Brown,  otherwise  unidentified,  is  listed 
from  Paris,  as  is  LeBaron  Denon,  described  as "  late  director  of 
the  Louvre." 

1834  L-8  (Low  number;  Lyman  H.  Low,  1899,  book). 
Hard  Times  token-9  (Rulau  book).  MS-63  RB.  An 
interesting  token  in  very  nice  preservation.  ..  350 

1837  L-19.  MS-64  RB . 419 

1833  L-51.  HTT-70.  Jackson  in  safe  /  balky  mule  mo- 

tits  MS-64  KB . 350 

1837  L-52.  HTT-71.  Brass.  MS-64  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Jackson  in  safe  /  balky  mule  motifs. ...  675 
1833  L-72.  Rarity-6.  Francis  Brigham.  AU-50. 
Cheapside,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  token. 
A  lovely  specimen  of  this  issue,  perennially  a  fa¬ 
vorite  rarity,  depicting  as  it  does  a  long  row  of 

storefronts  in  this  whaling  port . 1,095 

1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford 

Token.  VF-30 .  325 

From  the  Garrett  sale.  Lot  1 155. 

1837  L-97.  HTT-293.  MS-64  RB.  Merchants'  Exchange, 
New  York  City  (the  old  building  which  burned  in 

1835).  Attractive . 425 

Circa  (1868)  Baker-251.  Washington  medalet  by 
George  H.  Lovett.  Grant  and  Washington.  Proof- 
65  RD.  Very  scarce;  first  we  have  offered,  to  our 

recollection . 325 

1889  Washington  medal.  Douglas-47.  Centennial  of 
George  Washington's  inauguration.  AU-50. 

White  medal.  366.6  grains  39.8  medal . 29 

Circa  1931-32  Trio  of  bronze  Washington  medals. 
Average  grade  MS-63.  z\ntique  finish.  Each  in  a 
round  oxblood  leatherette  box.  Probablv  as  is¬ 
sued . 95 


Stanley  Cup  Hockey  zVvvard 


1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  medal  in  gold.  EF. 

Awarded  to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black 
Hawks.  A  prime  sports  item,  a  find  for  the  histo¬ 
rian  and  specialist . 2,895 


Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  The 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of 
the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"' being  a 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depicts 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of 
these  when  moving  some  "stuff."  Each  $9.95,  25 
for . 149 


Gold  ANS  Medal 

1992  /Vmerican  Numismatic  Society  medal.  18  karat 
gold.  Condition  as  issued  Bright  gold  relief  ar¬ 
eas  Matte  fields.  Plain  edge.  Number  2  on  edge. 
67.6  x  67.4  mm.  17.29  troy  ounces.  A  medal  of 
somewhat  abstract  design,  signed  N.D.,  com¬ 
memorating  the  quincentenary  of  Columbus' 
"discover"  of  America . 5,250 

Hawaiian  Coins 


1883  Hawaiian  10<.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  rare 
so  nice.  This  and  other  business  strike  Hawai¬ 
ian  silver  coins  of  1883  were  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  but  no  one  thought  to  add  an  S 
mintmark . 1,695 

1883  Hawaiian  UK  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 389 

Miscellany 

Impressive  "Wheel  of  Fortune" 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  bv  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the 
present  centurv — just  the  sort  of  device  that  would 
have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high  in  the 
Rockv  Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet  in  diam¬ 
eter,  is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed  in  a  verti¬ 
cal  position.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers 
(resembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is 
a  verv  impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across  this  in 
an  antique  shop  in  Massachusetts  (where  it  still  is), 
wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for 
sale.  In  many  years  of  being  interested  in  antique 
gambling  devices,  we’ve  encountered  only  one 
other  for  sale.  Basically  "original"  condition,  not  re¬ 
painted,  altered,  or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few 
touches,  but  is  essentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo! 
Offered  f.o.b.  Massachusetts . 3,450 

Currency 

Pels  "rebus  puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re- 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 375 
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FIRST  PRINTING  SOLD  OUT! 


The  Treasure  Ship 
5.5.  Brother  Jonathan 


Her  Life  and  Loss,  1850-1865 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Treasure  Lost!  Treasure  Recovered! 

Seventeen  exciting  Chapters 
Over  400  pages,  deluxe  hardbound  with  hundreds  of  illustrations 


Q.  David  Bowers  has  done  it  again!  Sold  out  within  the  first  two  weeks!  This  new  work  will  keep  your  eyes 
glued  to  each  and  every  page  as  you  are  immersed  in  the  bustling  1850s  and  1860s— the  Gold  Rush  days  of 
California.  Read  the  exciting  story  of  the  life  and  loss  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan ,  one  of  the  many  passenger 
steamships  of  the  era.  And,  most  significantly,  learn  of  her  numismatic  importance  as  one  of  the  few  recovered 
shipwrecks  to  yield  a  substantial  number  of  U.S.  gold  coins.  Enjoy  the  chapters  on  related  subjects— money  in 
California— private  coinage— more  information  on  the  San  Francisco  Mint  than  has  ever  appeared  in  any  other 
publication— scenes  of  the  Gold  Rush  era— sidewheel  steamships— life  on  the  ocean— traveling  aboard  the  Brother 
Jonathan— society  and  amusements  in  San  Francisco— money  in  Oregon— Civil  War  raiders  and  pirates— thrilling 
accounts  of  land  and  sea,  and  much,  much  more! 


WE  EXPECT  SHIPMENT  AT  THE  END  OF  AUGUST! 

Ordering  is  easy!  Simply  have  your  credit  card  handy  and  call  1-800-222-5993.  Ask  for  Mary  Tocci  of 
our  Publications  Department  and  she’ll  take  care  of  everything.  List  Price:  $69.95  (plus  $5  postage);  Stock 
No.  BBM-406. 


Jk - 

Books  and  More  Books! 

All  at  Discounts!  All  Guaranteed  to  Please! 

Your  Key  to  Pleasure. ..Your  Key  to  Profit! 


New  Faces! 

Books  have  been  selling  like  wildfire! 
And,  quite  a  few  are  being  purchased  bv 
newcomers  to  the  rare  coin  hobby.  The 
other  day  Tony  Terranova  telephoned 
Dave  Bowers  to  discuss  some  obscure 
medals,  and  along  the  way  Tony  men¬ 
tioned  that  someone  who  had  never  col¬ 
lected  a  single  coin  before  saw  a  depiction 
of  a  1787  Fugio  cent  on  the  Internet,  and 
just  had  to  have  one.  Tony  was  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  source,  and  this  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  new  numismatist,  who  went  on  to 
buy  other  things. 

In  our  recent  sale  of  coins  from  the  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan  treasure  ship,  several  hun¬ 
dred  nezo  faces  participated,  and  along  the 
way  enough  numismatists  were  "created" 
to  form  a  coin  club! 

The  new  Washington  quarters  with  the 
"state  reverses"  are  drawing  lots  of  atten¬ 
tion  and  creating  new  collectors. 

The  new  low  price  of  gold  bullion  has 
been  bringing  many  more  new  faces  into 
the  field,  creating  a  great  demand  for 
books  on  that  subject. 

There  is  a  lot  of  interest,  a  lot  of  action. 
For  many  years,  numismatics  has  been 
called  "the  world's  greatest  hobby.”  And 
now,  more  people  than  ever  are  discover¬ 
ing  the  joys  that  coin  collecting  offers. 

Inspirations  ami  Ideas 

Roberta  French  of  our  staff  poked 
through  a  copy  of  Bartlett's  Familiar  Quota¬ 
tions  the  other  day  and  came  up  with  these 
worthwhile  comments: 

•  Books  are  a  finer  world  within  the  world. 
—  ALEXANDER  SMITH:  Dreamthorp, 
VII,  1863 

•  A  book  is  like  a  garden  carried  in  the 
pocket.  —  ARAB  PROVERB 

•  Some  books  are  to  be  tasted,  ot'-  s  to  be 
swallowed,  and  some  few  to  be  chewed 
and  digested.  —Ib.  Of  Studies 

•  A  good  book  is  the  best  of  friends,  the 
same  today  and  forever.  —  Ib.  Of  Reading 

•  Books  are  the  treasured  wealth  of  the 
world  and  the  fit  inheritance  of  generations 


and  nations....  Their  authors  are  a  natural 
and  irresistible  aristocracy  in  every  society, 
and,  more  than  kings  or  emperors,  exert  an 
influence  on  mankind.  —  Ib. 

•  It  is  a  great  thing  to  start  your  life  with  a 
small  number  of  really  good  books  which 
are  your  very  own.  —  Through  the  Magic 
Door  [1908 1  ' 

Closer  to  home,  years  ago  numismatic 
bookseller  Aaron  Feldman  popularized  the 
saying,  "Buy  the  book  before  the  coin." 

Our  own  Dave  Bowers  once  com¬ 
mented,  "If  I  could  not  replace  it,  I  would 
not  sell  my  library  for  its  weight  in  gold." 
Well-known  numismatic  columnist  Col. 
Bill  Murray  thought  this  was  a  worthwhile 
sentiment,  and  in  a  recent  conversation  he 
said  he  planned  to  use  it  in  an  article  he 
was  writing. 

All  of  this  said,  we  reiterate:  Books 
are  great! 

Not  only  is  a  good  book  a  source  of 
information  and  pleasurable  reading,  but 
it  can  be  a  source  of  profit.  Those  who 
have  done  the  best  financially  with  rare 
coins  have  ALWAYS  done  their  home¬ 
work  by  reading.  We  are  not  aware  of 
even  a  single  exception! 

The  good  news  is  that  you  do  not 
have  to  be  a  bookworm  to  build  a  library. 
Start  slowly,  and  add  the  titles  that  inter¬ 
est  you  the  most.  Read  or  pore  through 
them.  Before  you  know  it,  you'll  be  quite 
knowledgeable. 

For  over  45  years  we  have  been  helping 
to  build  numismatic  libraries  through  of¬ 
ferings  of  worthwhile  in-print  books. 

Discounts  for  You! 

You  will  save  money  with  our  special 
discounts.  Every  listing  in  our  stock  car¬ 
ries  a  discount  of  10%  off  the  list  price. 
Buy  $100  or  more  — list  price  — and  get 
20%  off.  All  books  come  with  our  money- 
back  guarantee.  Our  discounts  give  you 
an  edge  when  you  buy,  and  at  the  same 
time  we  make  a  profit  on  our  end  — en¬ 
abling  us  to  continue  offering  a  nice  se¬ 
lection  and,  perhaps  just  as  important,  to 


publish  a  continuing  stream  of  what  we 
consider  to  be  interesting  and  worth¬ 
while  volumes. 

For  sale  in  the  pages  to  follow  are  many 
old  favorites  and  new  titles.  Each  is  guar¬ 
anteed  to  please,  or  you  can  return  it 
within  30  days  for  a  full  refund. 


Two  Favorites 

Here  is  an  absolute  "must"  for  any  nu¬ 
mismatic  librarv. 
Ch  er  the  years  we 
have  sold  well 
over  10,000  copies! 
Walter  Breen's  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  is  itself  a  "li¬ 
brary,"  what  with 
all  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  it  contains! 
754  pages,  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764, 
list  price  $125.00. 

The  second  book  is  a  lot  of  fun  to  read, 
and  along  the  way 
don’t  be  surprised 
if  you  become  a 
veritable  expert  in 
the  subject  of  the 
Gold  Rush,  the  San 
Francisco  Mint, 
and  Western  nu¬ 
mismatic  Ameri¬ 
cana— or,  at  least 
you'll  have  a  run¬ 
ning  start!  Adventure!  Excitement!  Sur¬ 
prise!  It's  all  here,  and  more!  The  book  is 
Dave  Bowers'  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan.  The  first  printing  sold  out  in  less 
than  30  days!  The  second  printing  is  on  the 
presses  as  you  read  this.  416  pages, 
hardbound,  Stock  No.  BBM-406,  list  price 
$69.95.  Delivery  is  expected  in  mid  August. 
Don't  miss  this  opportunity!  Pick  up  the 
phone  and  call  me  at  1-800-222-5993. 
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A  Visit  to  the  IStU  Century 

New  to  our  listings  is  a  really  great  book 
by  Dr.  Richard  Doty,  The  Soho  Mint  and  the 
Industrialization  of  Money.  If  you  know  about 

the  Soho  Mint, 
then  this  book  is  a 
"must  have."  If 
you  don't  know 
about  it,  that  is  all 
the  more  reason 
to  order  a  copy! 
The  Soho  Mint 
was  a  private  en¬ 
terprise  located  in 
Birmingham,  En¬ 
gland.  Under  the  supervision  of  Messrs. 
Boulton  and  Watt,  the  mint  developed 
many  innovations  in  the  form  of  coining 
presses,  planchet  making,  and  more.  Along 
the  way,  the  Soho  Mint  had  close  ties  with 
America.  The  famous  1796  P.RR  Myddelton 
token,  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  and  consid¬ 
ered  to  have  one*  of  the  most  elegant  designs 
ever  associated  with  America,  was  struck 
there.  The  first  die-struck  United  States  In¬ 
dian  peace  medals,  dated  1796  in  the  second 
administration  of  George  Washington,  were 
made  there  (and,  among  other  uses,  were 
distributed  by  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedi¬ 
tion  1804-1806). 

We  believe  you'll  enjoy  this  book.  It's 
a  good  "read"  in  addition  to  providing 


lots  of  worthwhile  information.  351 
pages,  hardbound,  Stock  No.  BDO-505, 
list  price  $75.00. 

Almost  Gone! 

With  the  year  2000  rapidly  approaching 
it  reminds  me  of  another  milestone  event 
and  the  book  commemorating  it  — the 
award-winning,  two-volume  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  Centennial  History  by 
Dave  Bowers.  The  only  copies  left  are  in 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  warehouse,  and 
once  these  are  gone,  that's  it!  This  magnifi¬ 
cent  two-volume  history  normally  sells  for 
$159.00  but  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  you  can  own  it  for  only  $115.00  plus 
$7.50  shipping  and  handling  — a  savings  of 
over  $40.00.  Some  time  ago,  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.,  commented  that  five  of  his  friends  were 
busy  reading  the  book  from  cover  to 
cover -as  an  ideal  source  of  information 
about  the  coin  hobby— collectors  and  deal¬ 
ers— during  a  century  of  growth  and 
change.  Order  today.  Limited  supply,  as 
noted.  Only  a  few  dozen  remain! 

And,  while  I  am  at  it,  let  me  mention  a 
nice  series  of  books  published  in  New  York 
City  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 
These  cover  a  number  of  important  sub¬ 
jects  and  are  excellent  for  an  advanced  li¬ 
brary.  Check  them  out  on  page  102. 

Among  other  favorites  are  Bowers  and 
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American  Numismatic  Association 


Centennial  History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  award  winning  two-volume 
book  on  the  history  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  from  T891  to 
date.  The  only  copies  left  are  in  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  warehouse,  and 
once  these  are  gone,  that's  it!  1,768 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-710. 

List  $159.00 

Only  $115.00  plus  $7.50  shipping  and  handling 

ACT  NOW!  ACT  FAST!  LESS  THAN  50  LEFT! 


$40 
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Merena's  "Little  Edi¬ 
tions."  This  series  of 
four  monographs  sell 
for  $5.95  each.  Order 
all  for  only  $15.00 
plus  shipping  and 
handling.  We  have  all 
good  intentions  of 
turning  out  more  of 
these,  but  right  now 
just  four  titles  are  in 
print.  Buy  them! 

These  are  just  a 
few  suggestions -check  the 
following  pages  carefully 
and  pick  your  selections  with  our  peace- 
of-mind  30-day  guarantee.  If  you  aren't 
pleased  with  the  book,  return  it  within  30 
days  and  we  will  refund  your  money. 

Review  the  selections  carefully,  make 
your  list,  take  your  credit  card  from  your 
wallet  or  purse,  and  give  me  a  call!  The 
number  is  1-800-222-5993. 1  look  forward 
to  hearing  from  you. 


Happy  reading, 


Mary  Tocci 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Publications  Department 


The  B&M  Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 

Review  —  Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President  -  Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. -Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist;Gai\'Watson,NumismaticAssociatc; 
Janet  Lavertue,  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing 
Director. 

•  Auction  Dept.— Q.  David  Bowers,  Director; 
John  Pack,  Manager;  Denise  D'Eri. 
Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  John  Pack,  Beth 
O.  Piper,  Frank  Van  Valen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. -Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•Graphics  Dept. -Robin  Edgerly,  Roberta 
French,  Robert  Lawrence,  Jennifer  Meers,  Doug 
Plasencia,  Manager,  Photography  Department. 

•  Administration -John  Babalis,  Operations 
Manager;  Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Donna  A. 
Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly,  Guy  H  ughes,  Donna 
Pearo,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Kathleen  Lancor. 

•  Publications  Dept. -John  Babalis,  Marv  Tocci. 
•Financial  Department  — Barb  Clifford, 

Controller,  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Debbie  McDonald. 

•  Network/IS  Administrator— ThomasTrumble 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 
If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature  Vol.  II:  20th-Century 
Auction  Catalogues 
By  John  IV.  Adams 

An  impressive  reference  books.  The  au¬ 
thor  has  studied  sales  held  by  major  U.S. 
auction  firms  of  the  1900-1950  era.  418 
pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-724. 

List  $125.00 
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Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 
Much  worthwhile  informa¬ 
tion  about  Saint-Gaudensand 
Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins.  184  pages.  Illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAK-749. 

List  $19.95. 


By  Al  Blythe 
Everything  the  inter¬ 
ested  collector  needs  to 
know  about  half  dimes. 
168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBL-105. 

List  $29.95. 


t»««  rounirv 
OCMOC  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Twenty-two  profusely  il¬ 
lustrated  chapters  are  filled 
with  stories  of  treasures  hid¬ 
den,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  456 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-404. 

List  $59.95. 


I  he  ANA  Centennial 
History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  two-volume  book  on  the 
history  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-710. 

List  $159.00. 


American  numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War, 

By  Q.  Dai’id  Bowers 
This  book,  emphasizing 
the  story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage, 
will  give  vou  an  "  I  am  there" 
feeling  for  the  earlv  days  of 
American  numismatics.  432 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-405. 

List  $89.95 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Meet  each  and  every  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cent 
through  the  pages  of  this  fas¬ 
cinating  book  which,  if  you 
read  it,  will  make  you  an  ex¬ 
pert.  541  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-311. 

List  $45.00 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure 
trove  of  information  on  these 
popular  series.  Updated  in¬ 
formation  with  1997  prices 
for  every  date  and  mint- 
mark.  304  pages,  illustrated 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.BBM-402. 

List  $19.95 


Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  monographs  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  "Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference" 
held  each  year  in  New  York  City  by  the  ANS,  each 
volume  is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and  will  be  a  fine 
addition  to  any  library. 

America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 

Cloth  hardbound,  210  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-210 
List  $15.00 

America's  Silver  Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Slock  No.  BAN-211 
List  $25.00 

America's  Gold  Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BA.N-212 
List  S15.00 


I  HE  I  OKEN 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Ebty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-213 
List  S25.00 


Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-214 
List  $25.00 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-215 
List  S25.00 


By  Philip  L.  Mossman 
A  superb  study,  separately 
published  bv  the  ANS,  and  an 
ideal  companion  toSvlvesterS. 
Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America. 
312  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  B MO-200 
List  $100.00 
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Each  book  in  the  "Com¬ 
panion"  series  is  edited  by 
QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and  infor¬ 
mative  reading.  Softbound, 
5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 


COMPANION 

Stock  No.  BBM-200. 

List  $12.95. 

side  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Downtown 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Lakeside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Topside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Traveling 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Weekend 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206. 

List  $12.95. 


_ _ _ .... _ vntuWN  1 

COMPANION 


.•"j? 


SSKMSft  - 


:  NUMISMATIST'S  TRAVEUNG 

COMPANION 


Buyer's  Guide  to  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Describes  each  type  of 
United  States  gold  coin  from 
1795  onward.  A  highly  useful 
book  for  the  gold  enthusiast. 
122  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  St6ck  No.  BBM-350 
List  $12.95. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-351. 
List  $19.95 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money  A  Peek  at 
the  19th  Century 

New  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we 
have  reprinted  some  of  our 
favorite  articles  printed  in 
the  19th  century.  A  lot  of 
fun,  informative  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95. 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Commemorative  Coins  of  ' 


lopedd 


U.S.:  A  Complete  Enc 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  one-of-a-kind  resource. 

Multiple  pages  on  every  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  pre¬ 
viously  unpublished  informa¬ 
tion  about  rarity,  market  analy¬ 
ses,  etc.!  768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List  $39.95 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A.  List  $49.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 

Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
First  printed  in  1972,  this 
book  has  become  the  standard 
reference  on  old-time  auto¬ 
matic  music  makers.  If  you 
like  music  or  nostalgia,  you'll 
love  this  book.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802. 

List  $89.95 
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The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Covers  all  American  series 
from  colonials  to  territorial 
gold,  half  cents  to  $20  gold. 
Equivalent  to  a  university 
course  in  coins,  and,  probably, 
would  cost  $5,000  or  more! 
572  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95. 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

As  Illustrated  by  the 
Canect  Collection 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnifi¬ 
cent  collector  and  his  fasci¬ 
nating  collection  which,  when 
sold,  realized  $44  million!  1 76 
pages,  illustrated.  Second 
printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 
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U.S.  Coins  BY  Design  Types: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuablefor  the  type  collec¬ 
tor.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 
List  $9.95 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
All  U.S.  coppers  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail.  176  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 
List  $9.95 

U.S.  3C  and  5C  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inside  view  of  these  se¬ 
ries.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 
List  $9.95 


United  Stales 
Three -Cent  and  Flve-Cenl 
Piece 


The  Treasure  Ship  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  exciting  book  which 
chronicles  the  story  of  this 
ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss  and 
recovery,  plus  stories  of  the 
Gold  Rush  in  San  Francisco 
and  a  history  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint.  416  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  definitive  work  on 
American  gold  coins.  When 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted  to  know 
about  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
this  book  Award  winner.  415 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  hooks! 
If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Waterford  Water  Cure 
By  Q.  David  Bower s 
An  arcane,  but  fascinating 
inquiry  into  counters  tamped 
coins.  We'll  make  this  daring 
guarantee:  if  you  buy  this  book 
and  don't  enjoy  it,  let  Dave 
know  within  30 days,  a  refund 
w  ill  be  sent,  and  you  can  keep 
the  book  free!  224  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 
List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the 
fountainhead  of  information 
gather  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America's 
most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  754 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $125.00 
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Virgil  Brand:  The  Man 
and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  vol¬ 
ume  details  the  almost  unbe¬ 
lievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand 
who  assembled  the  largest 
coin  collection  of  all  time.  248 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 
Edited  by  Carl  WA.  Carlson 
&  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Re¬ 
search  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  fig¬ 
ures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-711. 

List  $65 


Standing  Liberty 
Quarters 
By  /.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to 
this  popular  series  by  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  (whose 
reference  collection  we  had 
the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few  years  ago). 
175  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-7UU. 
List  $24.95 
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The  Smart  Collector 
By  the  Editors  o/Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary. 
General  information  is  given 
concerning  each  design,  fol¬ 
lowed  bv  "What  Will  It 
Cost?"  (a  commentary  on  the 
cost  of  forming  a  collection 
of  the  specialty)  and  "Fast 
Facts"  (basic  information). 
254  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCVV-700. 
List  S22.00 
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Early  Coins  of  America 
Bi/  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this 
volumeappeared  in  1875  and 
has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colo¬ 
nial,  state,  and  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  378  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Durst  reprint. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 
By  Richard  Doty 
Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  Book  of 
the  Year  at  the  1 998  AN  A  Con¬ 
vention.  244  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  B DO-500. 

List  $34.95 


Bowers  and  Merena's 
Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a 
variety  of  coin-related  topics, 
from  famous  figures  to  studies 
on  popular  series  to  investiga¬ 
tive  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 
by  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95. 

A  Rev  iew  oi  the  Commemorative 
Coin  Market 
by  Q.  David  Bou’ers 

Stock  No.  BLE-502.  List  S5.95. 

The  Curious  Case  oi  the  Coin 
Collectors  Kline 
by  Dr.  /oel  /.  Orosz,  NLG 
Stock  No.  BLE-503.  List  S5.95. 

Woodward's  Sale  oe  the  John  F. 
McCoy  Collection 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-504.  List  S5.95. 
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The  Soho  Mint  &  the 
Industrialization  of 
Money 

By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 
If  vou  know  about  the  Soho 
Mint  then  this  book  is  a "  must 
have."  If  vou  don't  know 
about  it,  that  is  all  the  more 
reason  to  order  a  copy!  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  B DO- 505. 

List  S75.00 


The  Tor  100  Morgan  Doll  ar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Kfys 
By  Michael  8.  Fey,  Ph.D  and  Jeff 
Oxman 

A  svnopsisof  the  top  100  most 
popular  Morgan  dollar  variet¬ 
ies.  Excellent  for  those  who  wish 
to  "cherrvpick"  for  valuable  die 
varieties.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  S24.95 
Leatherette. 

Stock  No.BFE-301.  List  $24.95 
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Bill  Fivaz's  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  refer¬ 
ence,  designed  to  enable  you 
to  recognize  genuine  pieces, 
with  the  potential  to  save  (or 
make)  you  money  when  pur¬ 
chasing.  52  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-115. 

List  $10.00 
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Cherrypickers'  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 
By  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton 

The  150  most  interesting  vari¬ 
eties  described  in  a  handy,  spi¬ 
ral  bound  volume  that  will  fit  in 
a  coat  pocket.  220  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-114. 

List  $19.95 
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THE  CHERRYPICKERS’  POCKET  GUIDE 
TOP  150 


BY  FIVAX  A  STANT0& 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira 
S.  and  Arthur  L.  Friedberg 
The  essential  work  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  United 
States  currency. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-105. 

List  $35.00 


PAPER  MONEY 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Basic  Guide  to 
United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and 
Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 


XElJ? 

Guide  &U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Michael  J.  Hodder 
aja!  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  NorwebCollection: 

An  American  Legacy 
By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-145. 

List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  guide  to  market  availabil¬ 
ity  of  various  issues  in  various 
grades. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-851. 

List  $29.95 


Invt-rtinjt,  Collection  &  Iruting 

.  Certified  . 


9  j  e 
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t  on  out 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 
If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 
Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  392 
pages,  illustrated.  Highly  ac¬ 
claimed  and  with  enough  in¬ 
formation  for  two  books! 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  B LA-107. 

List  $43.95 


LINCOLN 

CENTS 


Longacre's  Two-Cent  Piece: 
1864  Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 
Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 
two-cent  piece  has  been  stud¬ 
ied  by  this  well-known  author. 
Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  at¬ 
tributing  your  collection.  248 
pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969- 
1994:  An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 
By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken, 
for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BMT-100. 

List  $19.95 


Mason's  Stamp  &  Coin 
Collector's  Magazine 

First  ever  reprint  of  the 
periodicals  of  E.  Locke 
Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia  and  Boston 
in  the  19th  century.  Great 
reading  for  the  numis¬ 
matic  buff. 

Hardbound  — 3  Vols. 

Stock  No.  BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 


Mason's  I  Mason's  ■  The  Later 

Stamp  &  Coin  I  Stamp  &  Coin  I  Publications  of 
Collector's  I  Collector's  I  Locke  Mason 

Magazine  I  Magazine  | 


Vols  IV  VI  ■  Vols  I  NI  I  Vols  VII-XIV 


1870- 1872  1  1867-1869  I  1879-1891 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 

Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from  recent  years 
from  the  journal  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club.  Full  of  research  infor¬ 
mation,  market  data,  collecting  insights 
and  more.  600  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


The 

Gobrecht 

Journal 


Collective 
Volume 
Number  Four 
1995 


The 

Liberty 

Seated 

Collectors 

Club 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages,  illus¬ 
trated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-798. 

List  $50.00 


The  Early  Paper  Money  of 
America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 
The  source  for  early  Ameri¬ 
can  paper  money  collectors  in¬ 
cluding  comprehensive  infor¬ 
mation  on  every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500. 

List  $75.00 


1  HE  EARLY 
PAPER  MONEY 
OF  AMERICA 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 
By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 
The  standard  reference  on 
the  series,  a  "  must-have"  book. 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710 
pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV-IOO. 

List  $59.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  hooks! 
If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  & 
Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of 
this  well-known  and 
highly  regarded  classic. 
386  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 


U.S.  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 
By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bower* 
Standard  work  on  the  series, 
with  much  information,  price 
data,  etc.,  not  available  in  any 
other  volume.  Award  winner. 
A  must  for  even  advanced  li¬ 
brary.  524  pagers,  illustrated. 


By  Janies  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grad¬ 
ing  guide  by  the  ANA.  224 
pages,  illustrated.  Tidbit:  At 
one  time  this  was  the  most- 
requested  book  in  the  Detroit 
Public  Library  system.  It  is 
true!  Now  in  its  18th  edition, 
224  pages. 


Hardbound.  Slock  \o.BPO-10O. 
List  $79.00 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 
List  $10.95 


I’lmru^ddc 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 
By  Ginger  Rapsus 
This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new 
clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates. 
174  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

List  $12.95 


rENNY  WHIMSY 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  of  this  classic  text,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to 
combine  detailed  numismatic 
die  descriptions  with  history, 
collecting  information,  opin¬ 
ions,  a  delightfu  1  mixture.  340 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


B t/  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 
This  second  edition  covers 
Washington  coins,  medals, 
tokens,  plaques,  and  badges 
issued  from  1783  to  the 
present,  with  clear  photos,  de¬ 
scriptions,  and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-555. 

List  $34.95 


DUST  HALf  I* EVER 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highly  interesting  book 
covering  all  die  varieties, 
the  background  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  grading  collecting,  etc. 
330  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  RSO-752. 

List  $60.1X1 


Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 
Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 
Contains  thousands  of  list¬ 
ings  and  photographs,  rarity 
ratings,  and  just  about  every¬ 
thing  else  you  need  to  know  to 
buy/sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and 
appreciate  United  States  to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 


UNITEDSTATES  ^ 

TOKENS 

1700-1900 


By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 
This  book  illustrates  many  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  currency  errors. 
A  great  guide  for  answering  fre¬ 
quently  asked  questions  about 
currency  errors  and  giving  a 
view  of  market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 


Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSU-300. 
List  $32.00 


By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new,  updated 
information  on  every  coin  in 
the  series.  Over  300  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-MM. 

List  524.95. 


By  Gerald  Tebbens 
Collected  essays  bv  this 
popular  Coin  Lore  columnist. 
Easy,  informative  reading  on 
about  as  manv  various  sub¬ 
jects  as  there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00. 


Bv  Rick  Tomaska 
The  first  book  devoted  solely 
to  the  Franklin  half  dollar  series. 
Includes  date-bv-date  analysis, 
plus  grading  information,  rarity 
estimates,  and  more.  240  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-IOO. 

List  S19.95 


N 


ERFEIT 


Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 

Introduction  by  Q.  Dai’id  Bower* 
Explains  and  illustrates  the 
standards  for  grading  Mint  State 
coins,  plus  information  on  coun¬ 
terfeits,  forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illustrated 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200. 


List  $29.95 
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Scott  Travers'  Top  88  Coins 
Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  draws  a  roadmap 
detailing  both  the  hits  and  the 
misses -the  coins  that,  in  his 
opinion,  represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should  steer  clear  of. 
134  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 
List  $11.95 


urnimTK  MOD! 
^  tOD  (flit 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Comprehensive  Catalogue 
and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace 
Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 
A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  book.  534  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


The  Best  of  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die 
Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 
Features  139  of  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values,  rarity,  and 
more.  186  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 

List  $39.95 


The  Kennedy  Half 
Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  vari¬ 
eties  in  this  popular  series,  in- 
cludingrepunched  mintmarks, 
die  modifications,  major  die 
breaks,  pricing  and  rarity,  plus 
helpful  hints  for  cherry  picking. 
316  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-202. 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at 
the  Dahlonega  Mint,  including 
availability  and  commentary  re¬ 
lated  to  striking  and  die  charac¬ 
teristics.  250  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-818. 

List  $25.00 


List  $40.00 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 
A  new  edition  based  on  re¬ 
search  Doug  Winter  has  done 
since  the  first  edition  was  pub¬ 
lished.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  surfaces,  lus¬ 
tre,  die  varieties  and  more  for 
each  issue.  220  pages,  ill. 


Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BVVI-819. 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
By  Stewart  Witham 
An  illustrated  biography 
which  makes  John  Reich,  de¬ 
signer  of  the  1807  Capped  Bust 
coinage,  come  alive.  48  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-900 


List  $12.95 


JOHANN  MATTHAUS  REICH 


Also  known  as 
JOHN  REICH 


by  Stewart  Witham 


List  $35.00 


TMi  Of  ifllf 

1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment— TOLL-FREE— at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector's  Account,  or  use 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/ No vus,  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including 
the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list 
alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same  type"  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold .  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling 
for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1%  per  month  (12%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  "ORDER  ITTODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:"  Call  our 
Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your 
order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/ Novus,  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins 
on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box 
address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE 


(on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders 
under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of 
receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have 
a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion 
coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or 
coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are 
final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  ser¬ 
vices  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same 
sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation 
of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period 
of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953) 
that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numisma¬ 
tists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David 
Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Collector's  Universe 
(owners  of  PCGS). 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved 
to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money 
paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further 
liability). 


6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organi¬ 
zations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray  Mer¬ 
ena  was  president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other  staff 
members  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic 
hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  conventions 
and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are 
as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 
mance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price 
in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and 
demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change 
over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as 
well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  Count}’  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors 
which  may  occur. 
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Bowers  and Merena’s 


Can  Realize  Top 
Market  Prices  for  You. 


1  e  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  sea¬ 

sons  for  1999  and  2000.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell, 
Bowers  and  Merena  is  the  only  place  for  you.  Remember,  the  same 
numismatic  expertise  and  quality  presentation  which  characterized 
such  record-breaking  sales  as  the  Eliasberg,  Norweb,  Garrett,  and 
Brand  collections  can  promote  your  individual  coins,  sets,  or  entire 
collection.  Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  avail¬ 
able  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John 
Pack,  our  Auction  Manager,  lor  complete  details,  including  our 
new  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most  financially 
rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 


Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 
800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 


Our  Upcoming  Sales . . . 


Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next  pvt 
100;  January  2-3,  2001;  January  8-9,  2002;  January  7-8,  2003;  and  January  6-7 


August  9, 1999 

Chicago,  Illinois 


August  29-31, 1999 

New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 
The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Collection 

October  2-4, 1999 

New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Bass  Collection  -  Part  II 

November  11-13, 1999 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 

January  4-5,  2000 

Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 

March  23-25,  2000 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

( with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention ) 

May  27-29,  2000 

New  York  City,  New  York 

August  9-12,  2000 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

(with  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention) 

October  19-21,  2000 

Baltimore,  Mary  land 

( with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention) 


We  sold  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
specimen  of  the  1804  Draped  Bust 
silver  dollar  for  $1, 81 5, 000.  the  high¬ 
est  price  paid  at  auction  for  a  United 
States  coin. 


We  also  hold  the  record  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  highest  price  paid  at  auction  for 
a  U.S.  coin:  $1.485,000 fora  1913 Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel.  In  fact,  of  the  top 
10  individual  U.S.  coins  sold  at  pub¬ 
lic  auction,  we  sold  seirn  of  them. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

B()X  1224  •  WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894 


Toll-free:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  bowersmerena@conknet.com 


